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SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Senate  ana  Generate  ^^ssemhly  of  the  State  of  JSTew 
Jersey : 

In  presenting  to  the  legislature  my  annnai  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  common  schools  of  the  state,  it  affords  me 
pleasure  to  report  favorably  of  their  condition,  and  to  say 
that  the  year  just  closed  has  witnessed  many  evidences  oc 
an  increasing  interest  among  the  people  on  the  subject  oi 
popular  education. 

The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  children  attending 
school,  the  increased  amount  of  money  provided  for  their 
support,  by  taxes  voluntarily  imposed  on  the  people,  the 
improvements  made  in  building  and  furnishing  school  houses, 
the  increased  demand  for  well  qualified  teachers,  their  more 
liberal  compensation,  and  the  enthusiasm  awakened  among 
them  to  become  better  prepared  for  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  their  profession,  the  increased  number  of  those  of 
both  sexes  who  are  preparing  themselves  for  the  work  of 
teaching,  and  the  noble  efforts  of  the  people  to  sustain  the 
schools,  teachers'  institutes,  and  other  educational  enterprises, 
are  among  the  most  strikiug  evidences  of  improvement. 

An  abstract  of  the  reports  received  at  this  oflSce,  up  to 
the  period  required  by  law,  presents  the  following  results  as 
to  the  operation  of  the  schools  for  the  year  ending  December 
15th,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  an  examination  of  which 


will  furnisli  many  interesting  and  important  facts  concerning 
the  schools,  and  with  the  accompanying  reports  of  the  town 
superintendent  and  other  school  officers,  will  furnish  the  best 
means  of  forming  a  correct  opinion  of  the  principles  and 
working  of  the  present  school  system. 


ABSTRACT  OP  THE  BEPORTS  OP  THE  TOWN  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Whole  ntimber  of  cities  and  townships  in  the  Btate,  one 
nundred  and  ninety-three. 

Reports  have  been  received  from  ono  hundred  and  seventy, 
leaving  twenty-three  that  have  not  made  the  report  required 
by  law. 

Those  that  have  not  reported  are  Atlantic  city  and  Mullica 
township,  in  Atlantic  county;  Lodi,  in  Bergen;  Shamong, 
Southampton,  and  Willingboro,  in  Burlington;  Deerfield,  in 
Cumberlajid;  Hudson  City  and  Jersey  City,  in  Hudson; 
Franklin  and  Tewksbury,  in  Hunterdon;  Chester,  in  Morris ; 
Union,  in  Ocean ;  Manchester  and  West  Milford,  in  Passaic ; 
Pittsgrove,  in  Salem ;  Hillsborough,  in  Somerset ;  Frankford, 
Stillwater  and  Walpack,  in  Sussex;  and  Blairstown,  Green- 
wich and  Hard  wick,  in  Warren. 

Gf  these,  the  city  of  Atlantic,  in  Atlantic  county,  and  the 
city  of  Hudson,  in  Hudson,  have  made  no  report  to  this  de- 
partment since  they  became  incorporated,  consequently  I  am 
unable  to  inform  you  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  those 
cities. 

Whole  number  of  school  districts  in  the  state,  fourteen 
hundred  and  forty,  being  an  increase  of  eleven  during  the 
year. 

Number  of  children  residing  in  all  the  school  districts  of 
the  state,  as  ascertained  from  the  reports  of  the  district 
trustees  i6  the  town  superintendents,  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty^gix  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty,  being  an  increase 
during  the  year  of  three  thousand  three  liundrcd  and 
thirty-six 


Number  of  children  reported  as  attending  scLool 
the  whole  year,  (allowance  being  made  for  the 

usual  vacations,)      ,♦•...  28,713 

Number  attending  nine  moiiths  but  less  than  twelve,  23,837 

'*          six        "            *'              nine,  30,652 

"             «         three     "            "              six,  27,706 

'<             "          a  less  period  than  three  months,  12,486 

over  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  1,641 


tt  u 


Making  the  whole  number  of  children  that  have  at- 
tended school  daring  the  year,  .         .        .    125,035 

An  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of      .        .        10,112 
Average  number  of  months  the  schools  have  been  kept 

open,  nine. 

Total  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated 
to  school  purposes  for  the  year  ending  Dec. 
15th,  1856, $514,248.24 

Baised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  schools,  279,988.79 

**  "      in  addition  for  building,  repairing 

and  furnishing  school  houses,  .        .         105,021,12 

Received  from  the  state  as  reported,     .        .  84,333.56 
**          "    other  sources  specified  in  the  re- 
ports,         44,904.77 


The  amount  reported  as  received  from  the  state  exceeds 
the  state  appropriation  four  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  and  fifty-six  cents,  and  this  excess  is  evidently 
occasioned  by  blending  with  the  state  appropriation,  money 
appropriated  by  the  counties  for  the  support  of  schools,  and 
to  which  item  this  excess  properly  belongs. 

So  that  the  items  composing  the  amount  of  money  raised 
and  appropriated  to  school  purposes  for  the  year  ending 
December  15th,  1856,  will  appear  as  follows: 
Raised  by  tax  for  support  of  schools,  $279,988.79 

"         "        in  addition  for  building,  repair- 
ing and  furnishing  school  houses,        .         .       105,021.12 
State  appropriation, 80,000.00 


From  other  sources,  hewf!;  cnzo^.v  :hc  fr.terost  on 
the  surplus  revenue  appropriaroa  bj  ihc  rcwn- 
ships  for  the  support  of  schools,  .         < 9.238.33 


Making  a  total  of,        .        .        .  $514-248.^1 


Being  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of,       $39,079.60 

The  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  to  school 
purposes  is  a  pretty  sure  index  of  the  popular  mind  on  the 
subject  of  education,  and  the  increased  sum  appropriated  to 
this  object  manifests  a  growing  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  people  to  enlarge  the  means  of  diffusing  knowledge, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  common  schools. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  during  the  year  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  state  was  nineteen  hundred  and  forty- 
two,  being  an  increase  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  over  the 
preceding  year. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  is  greatly  increased  by 
the  changes  so  frequently  made  in.  the  management  of  the 
schools ;  these  changes  exert  a  pernicious  influence  upon  the 
schools,  and  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  afflicting  the  system ; 
the  inadequate  compensation  of  teachers  is  no  doubt  a  fre- 
quent cause  of  this. 

The  average  wages  per  annum  paid  to  male  teachers  was 
three  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars;  to  females  two  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  dollars,  showing  an  increase  in  one  of  six 
dollars  per  annum,  and  in  the  other  of  thirteen,  a  favorable 
indication  of  improvement,  it  is  true,  but  yet  too  small  to 
secure  the  continued  services  of  such  as  arc  properly  quali- 
fied, when  so  many  fields  of  labor  moro  inviting  and  remu- 
nerative are  presented. 

Good  teacliers,  like  all  other  classes  of  persons  cannot  bo 
expected  to  labor  for  an  inadequate  compensation,  and  ordi- 
narily those  districts  that  most  cheerfully  and  li])crally 
reward  their  teachers,  will  receive  the  most  valuable  return 
for  their  services. 


WbatoTep  importance  may  be  attached  to  other  things 
eoanected  with  the  schools,  well  qualified  teachers  are  indis- 
pensably Necessary  to  their  success,  and  common  sense,  as 
well  as  *ound  policy,  requires  that  their  selection  shall  be 
ma^e  with  special  reference  to  their  preparation,  talents,  and 
deyotion  td  the  work. 

I  would  therefore  urge  as  one  of  the  most  important  con- 
siderations affecting  the  success  of  the  common  schools,  the 
necessity  of  a  just  appreciation  of  the  teacher's  services, 
avoiding  those  frequent  charges  so  injurious  to  the  schools 
and  ^'  that  false  economy  which  leads  to  the  abridgement  of 
the  educational  privileges  of  the  young." 

THE  NOBHAL  SCHOOL. 

The  act  establishing  a  state  Normal  School  was  approved 
February  the  9th,  1855,  and  the  Institution  was  opened  for 
the  admission  of  pupils  on  the  first  day  of  October,  the  same 
year.  It  has  been  in  operation  a  little  over  one  year,  having 
just  closed  its  third  term. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  the  first  term  was 
forty-four ;  the  second  sixty-seven ;  the  third  eighty-three, 
being  an  increase  compared  with  the  first  sessien,  of  thirty- 
nine,  and  exhibiting  in  a  marked  degree  the  growing  pros- 
perity of  the  institution. 

The  school  is  divided  into  two  departments;  a  normal 
school,  in  which,  under  the  supervision  of  the  principal  and 
his  assistants,  eighty-three  pupils  are  now  receiving  instruc- 
tion, and  a  model  school,  now  numbering  one  hundred  and 
forty-seven  pupils,  of  the  ages  usually  found  in  the  public 
schools,  in  which  the  pupils  in  training  in  the  normal  school ' 
are  required,  under  the  superintendent  of  the  model  depart- 
ment, to  assist,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  to  practice  the  • 
principles  and  discipline  they  have  learned  in  the  normal 
department.  \  \ 

The  course  of  instruction  in  the  normal  school  is  arranged 
for  two  years.        '  .    .    ' 
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Its  aim  is  to  fit  the  pupils  for  tho  duties  of  teaching  by 
making  them  familiar  with  the  best  methods  of  instruction 
and  discipline,  and  by  giving  them  that  command  of  the 
knowle  ge  they  have  acquired,  and  such  facility  in  impart- 
ing it  as  will  enable  them  to  engage  successfully  in  the  in- 
struction of  others.  Of  the  number  of  those  admitted  and 
instructed  in  the  normal  school,  twenty-five  have  left  it  and 
are  now  engaged  in  teaching,  with  great  success,  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  state. 

The  history  of  this  institution,  though  brief,  has  been  very 
satisfactory,  and  its  good  effects  are  already  sensibly  felt 
upon  the  teachers  of  the  state. 

It  is  a  model  of  the  kind,  and  furnishes  in  "  its  own  living 
example,"  the  value  of  such  schools  in  the  training  and  edu- 
cation of  teachers. 

Its  claims  to  our  favorable  consideration  rests  not  on  the 
example  of  European  governments  or  those  of  other  states 
of  this  Union  in  which  the  experiment  has  been  more  recently 
tried,  but  upon  that  great  principle,  underlying  the  whole 
system  of  education,  which  requires  of  those  who  are  to  en- 
gage in  the  oflSce  of  teaching  that  training  and  preparation 
that  will  fit  them  for  the  discharge  of  its  responsible  duties. 
A  principle  which  forms  the  basis  of  any  complete  system  of 
common  school  education,  and  the  adoption  of  which  in  New 
Jersey  is  regarded  by  the  friends  of  the  cause,  as  the  best 
means  of  improving  our  own. 

That  such  schools  are  required,  in  order  to  complete  a 
Ktate  system  of  common  school  instruction,  is  now  generally 
admitted,  where  public  opinion  has  become  fully  enlightened 
t)n  the  subject  "  that  teaching  is  an  art  to  be  learned  by  ap- 
prenticeship, like  any  other  art,  and  that  special  training  for 
the  business  of  teaching  is  as  indispensible  as  for  any  other 
pursuit  or  proftssion. 

When  we  look  at  the  objedt  to  bift  accomplished  by  ou? 
ibommon  schools,  and  consider  that  in  them  the  first  starting 
Impulses  of  life  are  given  and  reci&ived,  it  is  e^sy  to  dctei'*' 
iiine  what  must  be  the  character  of  our  teachers,  those  who 
are  to  enter  the  school  room,  and  gathering  there^the  children 


of  the  slate,  oT  all  ages  and  capacities  shall  patiently  and  la- 
boriously labor  with  them  from  day  to  day,  from  week  to 
week,  from  month  to  month,  and  from  year  to  year,  ift 
applying  the  means  of  intellectual  and  moral  instruction. 

The  work  of  educating  youth  is  one  of  the  most  important 
in  which  an  individual  can  engage,  and  it  dcnuinds  that  those 
who  teach  shall  know  what  education  is,  and  the  means  to 
be  employed  in  its  attainment.  It  requires  that  they  have  a 
quick  insight  into  the  character  and  capacities  of  children, 
well  disciplined  minds,  unblemished  morals,  and  skill  in  tho 
art  of  imparting  instruction,  bringing  with  tliem  into  the 
performance  of  the  greut  work  in  which  they  are  engaged, 
that  laborious  preparation  and  careful  discipline  that  will 
enable  them  to  feel  the  impulse  of  the  movement  with  which 
they  axe  connected,  and  how  indi«pensible  its  success  is  to 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  tke  people. 

To  furnish  such  ia  class  of  teachers  for  our  common  schools 
is  the  design  of  the  normal  school.  I  therefore  hope  that 
the  institution  will  be  liberally  sustained,  not  only  during 
Dhe  period  of  its  present  existence,  but  that  it  will  be  contin- 
ued as  a  permanent  part  of  our  state  edaoatioual  system  of 
iiistrcrction. 

^THE  I'A'RNtrM   PHEPAUATOiaY  SCHOOL, 

In  the  -connection  with  the  subject  of  the  normal  school 
for  the  training  and  education  of  teachers,  it  aflfords  me 
great  pleasure  to  state  that  during  the  year  j«st  closed,  thero 
has  been  established  at  Beverly,  in  the  county  of  Burfington, 
the  **  Farnum  preparatory  school  of  New  Jersey,"  an  insti- 
tution the  first  of  the  kind  ever  established  in  the  United 
States,  and  its  opening  marks  an  era  of  educational  progress. 

This  school  was  brought  into  existence  by  the  munificent 
liberality  of  Paul  Farnum,  a  citizen  of  the  place,  a  man  well 
known  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey  as  tt  warm  and  devoted 
friend  of  education. 

In  the  ripeness  of  his  years,  "*'  with  no  other  ambition  thaa 
to  spend  the  remnant  of  his  days  in  peace,  and  to  use  with 
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prndcnt  foresight  a  portion  of  his  means-  for  the  well-beiDg" 
of  humanity,"  he  has  planted  in  our  midst  an  institution 
irhich,  in  the  providence  of  God,  is  destined  to  bestow  trn- 
numbered  blessnnga  upon  the  people  of  the  state,  and  to  pro* 
i»ote  greatly  the  catise  of  popnlar  edacation. 

In  order  to  carry  into  practical  operation  this  design  of 
Mr*  Farnom,  he  appointed  Richard  S*  Field,  Franklin  Kin^ 
neyr  David  Cole,  John  B.  Phillips,  and  John  W.  Fennimore^ 
a  board  of  trustees,  to  nwraage  the  affairs  of  the  institution. 
He  placed  at  their  disposal  a  building  of  ample  dimen- 
sions, capable  of  accommodating  tbrce  hundred  and  sixty 
pupils,  built  on  the  most  improved  plan^  afnd  furnished  in  the 
best  manner. 

Tim  building,  which  in  all  its  arrangements  iB  a(5mirably 
adapted  to  the  ptrrpose  for  which  it  is  dJesigned,  with  its  fur^ 
niture  and  apparatus,  Mr.  Fa^num  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  trustees,  and  pledged  himself  to  pay  all  the  expenses' 
incurred  in  the  management  of  the  school  daring  the  first 
year  of  its  existence,  a  noble  tribute  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, vend  will  be  long  held  in  grateful  rememberanco  by 
the  people  of  New  Jersey. 

The  school  was  opened  for  the  admission  of  pupils  on  the 
gixth  of  October,  1856,  and  there  are  now  ooe  hundred  and 
forty  pupils  in  attendance,  receiving  all  the  educational  ad- 
vantages, which  such  an  institution  can  give,  a  part  of  whom 
having  declared  their  intention  to  pursue  the  business  of 
teaching,  as  a  profession,  it  is  expected  will^  after  complet- 
ing the  course  of  elementary  instruction  in  this  institution^ 
enter  the  normal  school. 

It  is  designed  to  furnish  that  preparation,  that  drscipline 
of  mind,  and  amount  of  instruction  which  every  pupil  should! 
po9ses3  previous  to  admission  in  the  normal  school^  and  will 
if  so  continued  and  sustained,  form  an  importamt  pairt  of  our 
educational  system,  and  greatly  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
means  provided  for  furnishing  an  early  and  adequate  supply 
of  well  qualified  teachers  for  our  common  schools. 

In  the  preparatory  school  the  pupils  admitted  will  not  only 
be  thoroughly  grcunded  in  all  the  elements  essential  to  sound 
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scholarship,  but  their  peculiar  fitness  and  adaptation  to  the 
work  of  teaching,  will  be  thoroughlj  tested  bj  requiring 
them  in  the  experimental  department,  under  the  eye  of  the 
principal,  to  reduce  to  practice  the  principles  and  knowledge 
they  have  learned  in  the  preparatory  department. 

Such  a  course  of  discipline  and  instruction  will  greatly 
abridge  the  labors  of  the  normal  school,  and  enable  it  to  de- 
vote itself  more  particularly  *'  to  the  science  of  education 
and  the  art  of  teaching,  which  is  its  true  field  of  labor." 

The  necessity  of  such  a  school  has  been  long  felt,  but  it 
has  been  reserved  for  Paul  Farnham,  a  distinguished  son  of 
New  Jersey,  to  her  honor  be  it  said,  to  lead  the  way  in  such 
a  noble  enterprise. 

It  is  the  intention  of  Mr.  Farnum  to  give  to  the  state  of 
New  Jersey  the  preparatory  school  property,  worth  the  sum 
of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  liberally  to  endow  the 
same,  on  condition  that  the  state  will  continue  to  maintain 
Boch  a  school  as  has  already  been  established. 

As  now  organized,  the  receipts  of  the  school  are  already 
large,  and  it  is  believed  that  after  the  first  year  of  its  exist- 
ence, (for  which  provision  is  already  made)  very  little  will  be 
required  to  sustain  the  institution.  I  therefore  hope  the  state 
will  accept  this  noble  offering  at  Bis  hands  and  incorporate 
it  into  our  state  system  of  education.  It  is  the  prompting 
of  a  generous  heart  which  beats  more  strongly  as  it  feels  a 
consciousness  of  doing  good  by  diffusing  the  blessings  of 
general  education. 

teachers'  institutes. 

Teachers'  institutes  have  been  held  during  the  year  in  all 
the  counties  of  the  state. 

The  times  and  places  of  meeting  will  appear  in  the  follow- 
ing table : 
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CouDttes. 


Time  of  Meeting. 


Place. 


Atlantic,     . 
Bergen, 
Burlington, 
Camden, 
Cape  May,  . 
Cumberland, 
Essex,    .     . 
Gloucester, 
Hudson, 
Hunterdon, 
Morcer, 
Middlesex, . 
Monmouth, 
Morris,  .     . 
Ocean,    .    . 
Passaic, .     . 
Salem,    .     . 
Sussex,  .     . 
Somerset,   . 
Warren, 


June  30th, 
August  11th, 
June  23d, 
August  25th, 
July  14th, 
August  25th, 
March  24th, 
July  7  th, 
June  16  th, 
May  26th,  ^ 
March  Slst, 
April  28th, 
June  9th, 
July  21st, 
June  2d, 
December  22d, 
August  18  th, 
October  20th, 
May  5th, 
August  25th, 


May's  Landing, 

Hackensack. 

Burlington. 

Haddonfield. 

Cape  May  Court  House. 

Bridorcton. 

Newark. 

Woodbury. 

Hudson. 

Lambertville. 

Trenton. 

New  Brunswick. 

Middletown  Point, 

Boonton. 

Toms  River 

Paterson. 

Salem. 

Newton. 

Bound  Brook. 

Phillipsburg. 


These  institutes,  which  are  associations  of  teachers  and 
others  interested  in  common  schools,  for  their  mutual  advan- 
tage and  improvement,  were  established  by  law  in  1854,  at 
a  time  when  theirnature  and  advantages  were  comparatively 
unknown  in  New  Jersey,  and  when  many  friends  of  educa- 
tion entertained  strong  doubts  as  to  their  value  in  accom- 
plishing the  end  for  which  th6y  were  designed. 

Under  this  law  eight  institutes  were  held  in  1854,  with  an 
aggregate  attendance  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  teachers. 

In  1855  thirteen  institutes  were  held,  with  an  aggregate 
attendance  of  five  hundred  and  sixty-five  teachers. 

In  1856  institutes  were  held  in  all  the  counties  of  the 
state.  The  number  of  teachera  in  attendance  does  not  ap- 
pear in  all  the  reports  of  the  institutes,  but  in  my  opinion, 
it  is  not  less  than  nine  hundred. 

Thus  it  is  seen  that  they  are  becoming  better  known  to 
the  teachers  and  people  of  the  state,  and  their  operations 
better  understood. 

Many  teachers  who  have  stood  aloof  from  them  are  now 
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coming  forward  and  uniting  with  their  fellow-teachers  in 
these  associations,  pledging  them  their  cordial  co-opeation  in 
promoting  the  interests  of  the  cause  with  which  they  are 
connected. 

Their  object  is  to  bring  the  teachera  together,  to  instruct 
them  in  their  duties,  to  awaken  in  them  a  livelier  enthusiasm, 
to  excite  them  to  more  earnest  effort,  causing  them  to  know 
love,  and  sympathise  with  each  other,  and  by  the  principle 
of  associated  action,  with  all  its  quickening  power,  to  exert 
an  influence  that  will  aid  in  promoting  the  interests  of  com- 
mon school  education. 

The  daily  exercises  at  these  institutes  usurlly  consist  of  a 
critical  review  of  the  branches  usually  taught  in  the  schools 
after  the  manner  of  the  daily  recitations  in  the  school  room, 
with  discussions  as  to  the  best  mode  of  teaching  and  govern- 
ing the  schools,  as  well  as  the  means  of  removing  the  diflS- 
culties  encountered  in  the  ordinary  course  of  every-day 
school  life,  exercises,  which,  while  they  serve  to  develope, 
direct  and  strengthen  the  powers  of  the  teacher  acquaint  him 
with  the  diflficulties,  and  the  faults  of  others,  and  how  they 
may  be  obviated,  corrected  or  removed. 

The  evening  exercises  are  usually  devoted  to  lectures,  on 
some  subject  of  educational  interest,  which  are  generally  well 
attended  by  the  people  of  the  place  in  which  th^  institute  is 
held.  Thus  the  popular  mind  is  imbued  with  the  same  spi- 
rit and  contributes  greatly  to  the  interest,  and  the  success 
of  these  meetings. 

These  meetings  are  generally  held  about  from  place  to 
place,  for  the  mutual  accommodation  of  both  teachers  and 
people,  and  thus  are  their  advantages  enjoyed  equally  by  all* 
The  teachers  are  encouraged  and  instructed,  the  people  are 
interested  and  profited,  and  such  an  impulse  is  thereby  given 
to  the  educational  movement  as  will  result  in  great  good  to 
the  common  schools. 

The  Normal  School  and  teacher's  institutes  have  now 
become  an  important  part  of  our  educational  system,  as  the 
instruments  for  supplying  our  schools  with  a  class  of  well 
qualified  teachers.     The  wisdom  of  the  legislation  that 


brought  them  into  existence  has  been  triumphantly  vindi- 
cated, and  I  commend  them  to  the  continued  favor  ant 
patronage  of  the  legislature. 

THE  REVISION  AND  CODIFICATION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  LAWS. 

The  subject  of  a  revision  and  codification  of  the  school 
laws  having  been  referred  to  this  legislature,  will,  in  the 
regular  order  of  proceeding,  come  up  for  consideration 
during  the  present  session,  it  might  therefore  be  expected 
that  I  should  in  this  report,  enter  at  some  length  into  the 
discussion  of  this  question.  Such  a  course,  for  many  reasons, 
appears  to  me  wholly  unnecessary. 

The  bils  reported  by  the  commissioners  to  the  last  legisla- 
ture, was  considerably  discussed  in  that  body  during  the 
session,  was  printed  by  order  of  the  legislature,  and  gene- 
rally distributed  throughout  the  state;  its  claims  have  been 
thoroughly  examined  and  discussed  before  the  people,  whose 
views  on  the  subject  are  no  doubt  known  to  their  represen- 
tatives, who  understand  and  will  embody  their  wishes  and 
preferences  in  their  legislation  on  this  subject. 

I  may,  however,  be  permitted  to  remark  that  whatever 
may  be  the  objections  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  and  the 
number  of  officers  created  under  it,  it  embodies  in  one  act 
the  essential  requisites  of  an  efficient  school  law,  so  arranged 
as  to  be  readily  understood  and  systematically  applied. 
Based  on  the  principle  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  state  to 
make  provision  for  general  education,  it  provides  increased 
means  for  the  support  of  the  schools,  increased  qualifications 
on  the  part  of  teachers,  and  that  the  management  and  super- 
vision of  the  whole  system  shall  be  committed  to  those  only 
who  shall  be  selected  by  the  people  with  special  reference 
to  their  qualifications  and  fitness  for  the  office.  The  subject 
of  an  entire  revision  of  the  laws  relating  to  public  schools 
is  one  of  great  importance,  should  be  carefully  considered 
and  wisely  acted  upon. 

Should  the  proposed  school  law  not  receive  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  legislature,  I  would  recommend  the 
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adoption  ot  the  following  araendmente  to  the  present  lawy 
believing  their  operation  will  be  highly  beneficial. 

1.  The  imposition  of  an  eflFectual  check  to  the  formation 
of  any  new  school  district  having  within  its  limits  less,  than 
forty  children  of  legal  school  age. 

2.  The  affixing  of  a  condrtion,  that  every  township  receiv- 
ing a  part  •©f  the  state  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
public  sckools,  shall  raise  by  "tax  or  otherwise,  an  equal  sum 
for  the  saiae  olgect. 

(There  are  now  eighteen  townships  that  raise  no  money 
ty  tax  for  school  papposes.) 

3.  The  adoption  of  a  rule  anthorizing  the  town  snperia- 
1;endents  of  the  respective  townsh?ps  to  apportion  the  money 
received  by  them  for  school  purposes,  among  the  several 
school  districts,  aooording  to  the  average  daily  attendance 
in  each  district,  dfrring  the  year  next  preceding  the  said 
^apportionment. 

The  adoption  of  these  amendments  will  prevent  the  forma- 
tion of  «nall  and  weak  districts,  many  of  which  are  now 
enable  to  maiBCtain  a  -scLool,  will  lead  to  the  raising  of 
anoney  for  schoel  purposes  in  all  tTie  townships  of  the  state ; 
secure  the  necessary  moans  and  that  publio  and  parental 
interest  required  for  their  support,  anfi  which  will  enable 
•every  district  to  maintain  a  good  school ;  thus  securing  for 
vll  the  children  of  the  state  an  equality  of  school  privileges, 
:and  offering  inducements  for  their  prompt  and  i^gular  at- 
tendance. 

From  what  has  been  said  m  this  report  on  the  subject  of 
legislation  for  onr  schools,  it  is  apparent  that  I  regard  the 
providing  of  competent  teachers,  and  the  diffusion  of  correct 
information  among  the  people  on  the  subject  o*f  education, 
«is  the  most  important  means  of  improving  their  condition. 

Impi^esscd  with  the  correctness  of  these  views,  I  felt  it  a 
-duty  to  nrge,  not  only  the  continuance  of  the  mean«  already 
provided  for  this  object,  but  the  adoption  of  such^others  as 
shall  give  them  greater  efficiency  and  oiseffulness,  adopting 
«uch  amendments  to  the  present  law  as  experience  slhall  sug- 
gest as  befit  calculated  d;o  obviate  existing  «defectai  aad  secu.m 
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in  its  practical  operation  the  greatest  success*  Haring-  an 
abiding  confidence  in  the  patriotism,  intelligence  and  virtue 
of  the  people  of  this  highlj  favored  state,  and  having  wit- 
nessed the  laudable  efforts  they  have  made  to  sustain  the 
schools  and  other  educational  enterprises,  I  am  confident  the 
period  is  not  far  distant  when  the  people  of  New  Jersey  will 
sustain,,  bj  their  own  vx)lttntary  action,  a  perfect  system  of 
free  schools. 

webster'^s  dictionary. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  *'autharizin(? 
and  directing  the  purchase  of  **  Webster's  Unabridiged  Bic. 
tionary,  for  the  common  schools,"  four  hundred  additional 
copies  have  been  purchased  and  distributed  during  the  year 
just  closed,  which,  with  the  seven  hundred  copies  embraced 
in  tie  report  of  the  preceding  year,  makes  a  total  of  eleven 
hundred  copies  of  the  dictionary  purchased  and  distributed 
to  the  schools,  at  an  expense  to  the  state  of  four  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars.  Four  hundi-ed  copies  more  will  prob- 
ably be  required  ta  supply  all  the  schools. 

LIPPEN€0'BT'&  GiAZETTEEEw 

The  act  of  last  session  "authorising  and  directing  the 
purchase  of  Lippincotfs^  Pronouncing  Gazetteer  of  the 
World,"  for  the  use  of  the  schools,  has  been  complied  with> 
and  five  hundred  copies  of  the  work  have  /been  purchased 
and  are  now  being  distributed.  The  expense  to  the  state  is 
two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars,  payable  in  eighteen- 
hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

The  acts  of  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  legislature  are 
lighly  appreciated!,  and  will  result  in  benefit  to  the  schools- 

i 
1 

SCHOOL  FUND. 

The  amount  of  the  school  ftind  on  the  fi'rst  day  of  January^, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  was  four  hundred  and 
seventy-nine'  tiiousaud  eighfr  hundred  and  six  dollars  antS 
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ten  cents,  being  an  ineaease  during  the  yearof  four  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents. 

CONCLUDING  REMARKS. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  would  add,  that  the  friends  of 
popular  education  in  New  Jersey  have  much  to  encourage 
them  in  the  prosecution  of  this  noble  enterprise,  an  enter- 
prise which  has  for  its  object  the  education  of  the  whole 
people,  and  to  accomplish  which,  it  appeals  to  no  particular 
sect  or  party,  but  in  the  name  of  humanity  extends  to  all 
who  love  the  race,  an  invitation  to  unite  in  laboring  for  its 
advancement. 

Education  is  the  hope  of  the  state,  on  which  more  than 
cny thing  else  its  future  welfare,  prosperity  and  happiness 
depends.  What  this  shall  be,  depends  upon  the  provision 
made  for  the  education  of  her  youth,  an  important  consider- 
ation that  addresses  itself  with  great  solemnity  and  force  to 
those  to  whose  hands  its  destinies  are  committed.  To  guide 
aright,  is  the  great  duty  of  those  who  make  the  laws. 

With  the  confident  belief  that  the  subject  will  receive  at 
your  hands  that  consideration  its  importance  demands,  this 
report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  H.  PHILLIPS, 
State  Superintendent. 

OfncE  OF  THE  Statb  Sup«rintent)bxt  9w  Public  Schoo^ls,  ) 
Pennington^  January  15tb^  1857.  ) 
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APPENDIX. 


EXTRACTS  FROM    REPORTS    OF    TOWNSHIP  SU- 
PERINTENDENTS. 


ATLANTIC  COUNTY. 

EGG  HABBOUR   TOWNSHIP. 

All  of  the  teachers  are  licensed  according  to  law.  Free 
schools  have  been  kept  some  part  of  the  year  in  all  of  the 
districts.  No  teacher  should  be  entitled,  according  to  law, 
to  receive  any  of  the  public  money  unless  he  filed  with  the 
town  superintendent  a  copy  of  the  register  of  his  school,  so 
as  to  enable  the  superintendent  to  make  a  correct  report. 

DAVID  LAKE, 

Town  Superintendent, 
,    Esq  Harbour,  Dec.  15,  1856. 

GALLOWAY. 

I  herewith  transmit  you  the  annual  report  of  the  state  of 
schools  in  our  township,  and  which  is  in  some  measure  im- 
perfect, owing  to  the  fact  that  trustees  and  teachers  are 
careless  in  their  duties  in  sending  in  their  reports  in  time, 
while  some  make  no  report  at  all. 

I  think  if  the  tables  could  be  so  arranged  as  to  show  the 
condition  of  the  schools  in  each  district,  it  would  at  least 
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give  credit  to  whom  credit  is  due,  and  perhaps  excite  a  spi- 
rit of  emulation  in  the  districts. 

In  one  district  in  this  township,  (No.  5)  a  school  has  been 
kept  up  for  the  last  three  years  constantly  with  a  teacher 
whose  average  salary  has  been  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars,  and  during  half  of  that  tide  two  schools  have 
been  open,  while  in  two  other  districts  there  has  not  been 
a  school  open  more  than  six  months  in  all  that  time. 

The  state  of  our  schools  is  so  bad  that  I  have  nothing  en- 
couraging for  the  public  eye.  We  raise  nothing  for  schools 
in  the  township,  and  you  say  that  it  does  not  become  our  du- 
ty to  visit  other  than  public  schools,  of  which  there  is  not 
one  in  the  township. 

D.  S.  BLACKMAN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


HAMILTON. 

Enclosed  I  send  the  report  of  schools  in  this  township 
which  are  as  near  correct  as  I  can  learn.  The  teachers  or 
trustees  not  having  made  a  report  to  me  from  any  district. 

There  is  but  little  change  this  year.  Some  districts  havo 
had  but  little  school,  as  they  will  not  continue  longer  than 
the  public  pays.  Examiners  have  been  appointed  according 
to  law,  and  the  teachers  all  regularly  licensed. 

CHAS.  E.  P.  MAYHEW, 

Town  Superintendent. 


BERGEN  COUNTY. 

FRANKLIN  TOWNSHIP. 

The  subject  of  education  is  claiming  unusual  attention 
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from  the  American  people.  Legislatures  are  enacting  laws 
and  appropriating  money  for  its  promotion,  and  the  eloquence 
of  the  land  is  enlisting  in  advocacy  of  its  claims.  Man  is 
the  subject  of  it.  He  is  a  compound  being :  composed  of  a 
soul  and  body.  Thus  capacitated,  he  was  evidently  designed 
by  the  Creator  to  answer  some  important  end  in  the  scale  of 
being.  By  comparing  him  with  the  other  parts  of  animate 
citation,  we  shall  find  that  his  superiority  does  not  consist 
80  much  in  his  physical  capacity  or  powers,  as  in  his  mental 
endowments.    Hence  the  remark  of  a  celebrated  poet: 

"  I  would  be  measured  by  my  soul, 
The  mind's  the  standard  of  the  man." 

We  arc  to  regard  the  soul  as  superior  to  the  body  in  value. 
It  outweighs  all  riches.  To  redeem  it,  the  Son  of  God  came 
down  to  earth,  and  gave  up  his  life  in  sacrifice.  To  save  it 
the  Supreme  Being  employs  His  word  and  human  instrumen- 
talities. Here  are  facts  to  be  kept  in  view  in  our  system  of 
education.  To  aim  merely  at  mental  development,  to  the 
neglect  of  the  soul,  is  wrong;  it  brings  upon  us  the  charge 
of  making  the  superior  subordinate  to  the  inferior  interest. 
The  proper  regulation  of  the  heart  is  important,  and  this 
can  only  be  secured  by  a  unity  of  science  and  religion  in 
the  education  of  our  children.  This  connection  was  estab- 
lished by  our  forefathers  in  running  up  their  churches  and 
school-houses  side  by  side.  A  sanctified  literature  is  not 
only  the  safeguard  of  the  church,  but  also  the  preserver  of 
a  nation's  rights.  We  will  merely  glance  here  at  some  of  the 
advantages  of  such  a  system  of  education  over  all  others. 

1st.  To  the  children  themselves.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  young  mind,  as  some  afiSrm,  is  on  a  balance,  equally 
prone  to  good  and  evil.  Nor  that  it  is  like  a  blank  sheet  of 
paper,  stainless.  The  tide  of  corruption,  on  the  contrary* 
begins  to  flow  in  the  vigor  of  childhood  and  youth.  Hence 
the  poetic  efi'usion : 

"Conceived  in  sin,  oh !  wretched  state, 
Soon  OS  we  draw  our  breath, 
The  first  young  pulse  begins  to  beat 
Depravity  and  death." 
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It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  our  children  be  early 
taught  the  difference  between  the  true  and  false.  How  many 
are  found  to  grow  up,  through  neglect  here,  the  mere  vassals 
of  other  people^s  opinions.  They  run  with  the  multitude, 
right  or  wrong,  without  regarding  consequences.  Who  does 
not  regard  such  men  as  unfit  to  fill  any  station^  of  honor  or 
trust  in  the  gift  of  the  people?  Who  would  wish  such  citi- 
zens to  be  multiplied?  Let  us  then,  while  training  the 
young  and  rising  generation  in  the  sciences  and  fine  arts,  see 
to  it  that  the  mind  and  heart  be,  at  the  same  time,  properly 
impressed  with  the  fear  of  God,  which  will  prepare  them  for 
independent  thought  and  action. 

2d.  Let  us  look  at  the  importance  of  blending  science  and 
religion  in  the  education  pf  our  children,  in  its  bearings  upon 
the  family  circle. 

*'A  wise  son,"  says  Solomon,  ^'maketh  a  glad  father;  but  a 
foolish  son  is  the  heaviness  of  his  mother."  How  many 
parents  liave  seen  their  fondest  hopes  blasted  with  regard  to 
their  children,  as  the  result  of  neglect  here.  The  mind  was 
educated,  while  the  heart  was  neglected.  Witness,  on  the 
contrary,  the  youth  whose  mind  and  heart  have  been  educa- 
ted together,  and  how  different  the  issue.  He  is  a  dutiful 
child — loves  his  parents — is  respected  in  society,  and  almost 
adored  at  home.  What  father  would  not  wish  to  have  such 
children  to  encircle  his  fireside  while  living,  to  close  his 
dying  eyes,  and  weep  over  his  ashes  when  dead  ? 

3d.  There  is  a  great  benefit,  from  this  method  of  educating 
youth,  resulting  to  community  at  large. 

If  the  benign  influence  of  science  and  religion  combined, 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  minds  and  hearts  of  our  children, 
the  most  happy  results  must  ensue.  This  purifies  and  refines. 
It  gives  a  proper  tone  to  the  manners,  customs  and  habits, 
and  pours  a  new  current  of  feeling  through  all  ranks  of 
society.  The  fact  is,  knowledge,  purified,  refined,  is  the  at- 
tribute af  God  himself;  but  unrefined,  with  the  strength  of 
angels,  may  be  tainted  with  all  the  wickedness  of  demons. 
Our  children  should  be  permitted  to  drink  deep  at  the  foun- 
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tain  of  science;  but  their  education  must  be  blended  with 
the  principles  of  religion,  or  it  will  be  but  earthly,  it  will 
want  the  stamp  of  heaven  upon  it. 

4th.  Our  liberties,  botli  civil  and  religious,  demand  that 
our  children  be  educated  in  scierif  n  and  religion  combined 

They  can  only  be  preserved  in  this  way.     By  observing 
this  duty,  a  broad  foundation  is  laid  for  the  preservation  and 
future  glory  of  our  union — neglect  this  and  all  is  lo?t.     This 
is  to  be  regarded  as  the  corncr-stono  in  our  temple  of  lib- 
erty ;  knock  it  away,  and  the  uoautirui  fabnc  oi  ou"  fj '3^10111 
Tvili  ictll,  and  the  eais  of  burrouuding  natiuns  will  be  stunned 
with  the  crash  of  its  dissolution.     Yve  will  illustrate  with  an 
example.    The  Jewish  nation  divorced  religion  from  her 
school  of  literature  and  science,  and  what  was  the  result? 
They  became  a  nation  of  infidels.     Her  people  abandoned 
the  faith  of  their  Father,  profaned  their  temples,  and  wrote 
blasphemy  upon  the  very  altars  of  Hod.    As  the  result,  she 
Las  fallen,  her  glory  has  departed,  and  her  people  are  scat- 
tered, a  mock  and  by-word  amonor  the  nations.    It  is  the 
legitimate  tendency  of  unsanctiflc  d  literature  to  degrade  and 
enslave.    Such  has  been  the  case  among  other  iiations.  and 
like  causes  we  know  produce  like  results.    Let  the  arts  and 
sciences,  on  the  contrary,  sanctified  by  the  spirit  of  religion, 
be  studiously  pursued  by  tiie  children  and  youth  of  our  coun- 
try, and  this  nation  will  yet  become  to  other  nations  what 
the  heart  is  to  the  human  body,  or  the  sun  to  the  solar  system. 
It  will  become  the  eye  of  the  world — the  glory  of  all  lands. 

BARXABAS  V.  COLLINS, 

Town  Superintendent. 


HACKENSACK. 

We  have  not  been  without  county  examiners  since  the 
enactment  of  the  law  requiring  their  appointment.  In  two 
districts,  free  schools  have  been  maintained;  and  one  of 
these,  organised  by  a  special  act  of  the  legislature,  raises 
five  hundred  dollars  annually  by  local  tax,  which  is  in  addi- 
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tion  to  tho  sum  named  in  my  report  as  having  been  raised 
by  town  tax  for  the  support  of -schools. 

All  the  schools  in  the  township  arc  now  open  and  in  the 
charge  of  teachers  fully  competent.  They  are  prosperous 
and  very  respectable ;  and,  I  think,  will  favorably  compare 
with  the  schools  in  contiguous  townships. 

School  registers  were  supplied  to  every  school  early  last 
spring.  They  furnish  reliable  statistics,  and  prove  that  a 
larger  number  of  children  attend  school  than  was  before 
supposed.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  eleven  hundred  and 
sixty-four  children  of  legal  age  in  the  township,  and  that 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-one  have  attended  school;  but  to 
arrive  to  a  more  perfect  result,  from  the  eleven  hundred  and 
sixty-four  must  be  deducted  the  number  of  children  residing 
in  three  parts  of  districts,  whose  school-houses  are  located 
in  other  townships ;  viz.,  eighty-one.  So  that  it  appears  that 
but  two  hundred  and  twelve  have  not  been  to  school  the  past 
year,  instead  of  three  hundred  and  thirteen,  as  the  reports 
would  indicate.  It  is  probable  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
two  hundred  and  twelve  are  youths  from  sixteen  to  eighteen 
years  of  age — an  age  at  which  they  generally  graduate. 

The  following  figures  will  exhibit  the  number  who  have 
attended  within  the  year,  and  their  respective  ages :  four 
years,  five  scholars;  five,  thirty- nine;  six,  eighty-eight; 
seven,  sixty-six ;  eight,  one  hundred  and  five ;  nine,  eighty- 
six  ;  ten,  ninety-nine ;  eleven,  ninety-seven ;  twelve,  ninety- 
four;  thirteen,  fifty;  fourteen,  fifty- four;  fifteen,  twenty-six; 
sixteen,  eighteen ;  seventeen,  five ;  eighteen,  three ;  no  age 
given,  sixteen. 

It  appears  that  only  twenty-six  of  the  children  of  the 
township,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  eighteen  years, 
have  attended  school ;  and  no  possible  combination,  embra- 
cing those  ages,  excluding  sixteen,  seventeen  and  eighteen, 
will  show  a  less  number  than  one  hundred  and  fifteen.  The 
manifest  disproportion  only  proves  that  very  few  indeed  of 
our  resident  children  or  youths  go  to  school,  who  are  sixteen 
years  old  and  upwards. 

Since  it  is  generally  allowed  that  school  registers  are  be- 
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coming  important  anxiliaries  to  public  education,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  attempt  to  describe  those  now  used  in  the 
schools  of  this  township. 

There  are  two  for  each  school.     The  first  is  a  register  of 
attendance.     The  left  page  is  divided  into  two  columns.     In 
the  first  is  written  the  names  of  the  parents,  and  in  the  sec- 
ond, those  of  the  children.     The  right  page  has  fifteen  red 
lines  running  from  top  tp  bottom,  and  crossing  at  right  angles 
the  blue  lines,  and  are  about  five-sixteenths  of  an  inch  apart. 
On  the  entreme  right  of  the  same  page  is  reserved  a  margin 
of  two  inches.     In  the  first  space  on  the  left,  and  opposite 
to  his  name,  is  written  the  age  of  the  pupil.     The  next  suc- 
ceeding twelve  spaces  are  designed  to  correspond  with  the 
number  of  weeks  in  a  quarter.     The  method  of  noting  at- 
tendance is  to  draw  a  line  across  the  top  of  the  space,  ex- 
pressing the  week,  which  notes  that  the  pupil   attended 
scliool  on  Monday.     A  lino  drawn  downwards,  and  making 
the  second  side  of  the  square,  answers  /or  Tuesday ;  the 
third  side  of  the  square  for  Wednesday,  and  the  completion 
of  the  square  for  Thursday.     A  diagonal  line  through  the 
square  represents  Friday.     A  half  days'  attendance  is  ex- 
pressed by  half  a  line.    In  like  manner  the  second  space  is 
filled ;  then  the  third,  and  so  on  to  the  twelfth.    In  the 
thirteenth  space  is  set  down  the  sum  of  the  days  of  the  pu- 
pil's attendance  for  the  quarter;  and  in  the  margin,  any 
remark  the  teacher  may  deem  it  proper  to  make,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  cause  of  the  detention  of  the  pupil  at  home,  his 
sickness,  temporary  absence,  or  removal  from  the  district. 
A  register  of  the  description  given,  will  suffice  for  a  number 
of  years. 

The  second  register  is  intended  for  a  daily  record  of  the 
pupil's  attainment  in  his  class  or  classes;  and,  being  larger 
than  the  other,  is  more  expensive.  On  each  page,  thirty-two 
perpendicular  red  lines  appear,  leaving  spaces  of  only  one- 
fourth  of  an  inch  in  width  each,  and  crossing  blue  lines 
equally  distant  apart,  viz :  one-fourth  of  an  inch.  On  the 
left  of  each  page  sufficient  room  is  reserved  to  write  the 
pupils  name.    The  last  space  ou  the  right  of  the  left  page, 
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and  the  last  two  on  the  right  of  the  right  page,  are  of  double 
the  width  of  the  others,  and  margins  remain  on  the  extreme 
right  of  each  page.  The  sixty  spaces  correspond  with  the 
number  of  days  in  the  quarter.  In  the  first,*at  the  left,  and 
opposite  to  the  pupil's  name,  is  noted  his  attainment  for  the  • 
first  day,  in  a  particular  class.  In  the  second,  that  of  the 
second  day,  and  so  onward  to  the  thirtieth  space  or  day, 
when  in  the  next  and  wider  space,  on  the  same  page,  the 
aggregate  of  his  credits  are  noted.  On  the  left  of  the  right 
hand  pajre  the  pupils  name  is  again  written,  to  obviate  the 
necessity  of  tracing  back  the  line  to  the  left  of  the  first  page 
to  find  it,  when  entries  are  being  made  on  the  second  or 
right  hand  page.  When  the  quarter  is  completed,  then,  in 
the  space  next  succeeding  the  last  days'  notation  of  credit, 
the  aggregate  of  credits  attained  is  noted ;  in  the  next, 
those  attainable,  and  in  the  margin,  his  deficiency. 

The  figures  adopted  to  represent  the  highest  degree  of 
attainment  or  perfect  recitation,  is  3 ;  that  of  medium  or 
fair,  2  ;  of  imperfect,  1 ;  failure,  0.  The  teacher,  however, 
takes  the  liberty  of  noting  shades  of  difference  by  using  the 
fractions,  thus :  1 J  or  1§,  or  2J  or  2|. 

These  registers  are  always  open  to  the  inspection  of  trus- 
tees and  visitors. 

Many  of  the  teachers  transmit  to  parents,  quarterly,  an 
abstract  from  the  register,  showing '  the  proficiency  of  the 
child  in  the  several  branches,  his  delinquency,  the  number 
of  days  he  was  absent,  and  the  number  of  lessons  he  lost  in 
consequence  of  his  absence. 

The  registers  were  prepared  by  A.  S,  Barnes  &  Co.,  New 
York,  who  retained  a  copy  of  each  for  samples,  and  any  one 
desirous  of  inspecting  them,  can  do  so  by  calling  on  those 
publishers. 

A  township  association  of  teachers  has  been  organized  in 
this  township,  and  so  far  has  been  eminently  successful  iu 
promoting  its  objects ;  which  are,  briefly,  to  institute  a 
friendly  intercourse  among  themselves ;  to  elevate  the  em- 
ployment of  the  teacher  to  a  profession ;  to  awaken  a  more 
lively  interest  in  the  cause  of  popular  education,  and  to 
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stimulate  to  incrcasecl  exertions  in  its  behalf;  to  convert 
the  several  experiences  of  the  members  to  a  common  stock, 
and  to  increase  the  same  at  every  meeting ;  to  give  practical 
exhibitions  of  the  various  modes  of  teaching,  and  to  discuss 
their  several  merits,  with  a  view  to  adopt  the  best ;  to  in- 
duce parents  to  attend  and  witness  their  proceedings,  &c. 
It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  attend  nearly  all  their  meet- 
ings, and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  most  frankly,  that  if  they 
continue  to  be  conducted  in  the  same  spirit  that  originated 
and  still  sustains  them,  they  will  not  only  become  objects  of 
new  and  pleasing  interest,  but  command  all  the  attention 
and  approbation  they  richly  merit. 

It  has  been  remarked  t^at  the  education  received  at  our 
public  schools  is  so  limited  and  imperfect  as  to  discourage 
the  parent  disposed  to  be  liberal  to  his  child.  In  looking 
for  the  cause  of  the  discouragement,  it  has  been  attributed 
(erroneously  I  think)  to  the  incompetency  and  too  frequent 
change  of  teachers.  It  is  admitted  that  the  reason  last 
assigned  is  plausible  and  sound ;  but  not  of  sufficient  weight 
to  prevent  us  from  looking  for  further  reasons.  The  ques- 
tion is  easily  solved  when  we  consider  the  very  irregular 
attendance  of  pupils  and  the  early  age  at  which  they  grad- 
uate. It  is  the  general  complaint  of  teachers  that  the  irreg- 
ularity of  attendance  operates  against  themselves  and  their 
pupils.  The  former  suflFer  a  reproach  that  should  be  charged 
to  the  latter  or  to  their  parents,  whose  culpable  indifiference  is 
only  equaled  by  their  readiness  to  impute  to  others  their 
own  short  comings.  It  is  hoped  that  the  plan  adopted  by 
the  teachers  of  sending  to  the  parents  .quarterly  reports, 
showing  their  delinquency,  will  tend  to  correct  the  evil  now 
so  prevalent. 

The  early  age  at  which  pupils  graduate  is  to  be  regretted 
for  the  sake  of  both  teacher  and  scholar.  The  custom  an- 
noys and  greatly  discourages  the  good  teacher.  Being  con- 
stantly surrounded  by  small  children,  he  has  no  opportunity* 
to  display  his  talent  in  the  higher  branches  of  education. 
•His  ambition  is  paralysed,  and  why  should  we  wonder  if, 

remaining  where  he  is,  he  become  indiflerent,  insensible  I 
4 
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It  is  an  unfortunate  change  in  the  pupils  life,  that  when 
he  is  beginning  to  take  an  interest  in  his  studies,  to  see 
their  advantages  and  uses,  and  to  devote  his  awakened  in- 
tellect to  the  accumulation  of  useful  knowledge,  then  to  turn' 
aside  from  his  engagements  and  attempt  some  pursuit  which 
cannot  be  successfully  followed,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
ho  discarded  his  Uooks  and  commenced  his  career  of  life, 
both  too  soon.  It  will  be  an  even  chance  for  him  to  become 
one  of  those  who  finish  their  education  on  leaving  the  school 
room,  or  of  such  as  then  only  commenced  their  education, 
because  then  they  acquired  the  desire  of  knowledge  and  the 

habit  of  seeking  it. 

JOHN  VAN  BRUNT, 

Tovm  Superintendent. 

HABRIXGTON  TOWNSHIP. 

• 

In  this  townsnip  there  appear?  to  be  much  interest  mani' 
fested  in  the  cause  of  education.  We  number  five  districts, 
three  of  which  are  supplied  with  new  school  houses,  whilst 
in  the  other  two  they  are  engaged  in  erecting  buildings  for 
that  purpose.  In  a  few  months  all  the  districts  wUl  be  sup- 
plied with  new  and  commodious  buildings,  in  which  th& 
teacher  will  be  the  better  able  to  discharge  all  the  duties 
which  are  involved  upon  him.  The  schools  are  supplied 
with  teachers  well  qualified  to  discharge  their  duties  and 
elevate  the  character  aad  standing  of  their  respective 
schools.  They  all  possess  certificates  of  scholarship  and 
moral  character,  obtained  from  the  board  of  county  ^ex- 
aminers. The  schools  have  been  kept  open  during  the 
whole  year,  allowance  being  made  for  usual  vacations.  The 
teachers,  five  in  number,  are  all  males,  with  a  salary  of  $380 
per  year  on  an  average.  Not  any  cf  the  schools  are  en- 
tirely free,  the  tuition  being  from  50  cents  to  $1.50  per 
quarter  on  each  child  attending  school. 

C.  TANNER, 
Tinen  Smptrintauknt. 
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NEW  BABBADOES. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  State  Supcrin- 
lendent,  I  accompany  the  statistical  report  with  the  follow- 
ing remarks : 

An  efiScient  system  of  inspection  continued  for  several 
years,  has  no  doubt  done  much  to  elevate  the  character  of 
the  schools  in  this  township.  The  system  of  instruction 
pursued  in  our  best  schools  is  highly  commendable,  whilst 
the  order  is  generally  good,  corporeal  punishment  being  but 
slightly  used. 

The  books  used  are  the  New  Testament  in  several  of  the 
tschools,  McGuffie's  and  Saunders'  series,  Town's  and  Hazen's 
Definers,  Ray's^  Willett's  and  Greenleafs  Arithmetics, 
Smith's,  Moses'  and  Cornell's  Geographies,  Smith's,  Pin- 
ner's and  Kirkham's  Grammars,  Colburn's  and  Stoddard's 
Intellectual  Arithmetic,  Marsh's  Book-keeping,  Mrs.  Wil* 
lard's  History  of  the  United  States,  Ray's  and  Perkin's 
Algebra^  Davies'  Geometry  and  Comstock's  Physiology. 

In  addition  to  the  studies  indicated  above,  composition, 
declamation  and  singing  constitute  part  of  the  exercises  in 
some  of  the  schools. 

All  the  districts  are  supplied  with  school  houses  except 
one,  which  lost  its  house  by  fire,  in  the  beginning  of  last 
winter,  and  is  now  supplying  the  loss  with  a  new  house, 
about  30  feet  by  20  feet  in  size ;  four  hundred  dollars  being 
appropriated  for  site  and  building.  The  two  school  houses 
in  the  village  of  Hackensack  are  of  brick,  one  of  them  hav- 
in]g  a  small  recitation  room;  each  of  the  other  houses 
are  of  wood,  and  have  one  room  only.  The  houses  are  all 
in  good  repair,  a  migority  of  them  being  furnished  with 
large  maps,  black-boards  and  globes.  One  district  has  pur- 
chased a  library  for  its  use,  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  make 
annual  additions.  Each  of  the  houses  has  a  play  ground 
attached. 

The  town  superintendent  has  visited  each  of  the  s'chools 
twice,  and  will  endeavor  to  visit  each  of  them  twice  more 
before  the  close  of  his  official  term.    Six  of  the  schools  have 
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been  visited,  in  connection  witli  the  superintendent,  by  some 
of  the  trustees  and  inhabitants  of  the  several  districts. 
In  the  village  of  Hackensack  the  visitation  books  show  forty 
or  fifty  visits  made  to  each  per  quarter. 

Most  of  our  schools  are  an  honor  to  the  district  and  to 
the  township,  whilst  there  are  some  exceptions  where  want 
of  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  manifests  itself  through- 
out the  school. 

For  several  years  past  $2,00  per  scholar  has  been  raised 
by  the  township,  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools ;  this 
sum,  in  connection  with  the  state  appropriation  and  the 
interest  of  the  surplus  revenue,  pays  a  large  per  centage  of 
the  cost  of  tuition,  though  it  is  not  sufficient  to  make  the 
schools  entirely  free. 

Irregularity  of  attendance  is  the  chief*  hindrance  to  the 
advancement  of  the  cause  of  education  in  this  township,  and 
the  chief  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  teachers. 
This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  with  schools  conveniently 
located,  only  about  one-half  of  the  children  in  each  district, 
of  school  age,  are  found  in  attendance  at  one  time,  and 
several  of  these  attend  quite  irregularly. 

In  conclusion,  the  town  superintendent  would  suggest 
that  the  State  Superintendent  recommend  the  purchase  of  a 
uniform  set  of  registers,  for  the  schools  of  each  township, 
thus  enabling  each  superintendent  readily  to  collect  the 
statistical  information  called  for. 

The  following  books,  in  addition  to  those  enumerated,  are 
used  in  District  School  No.  1 : 

On  Geometry  and  Trigonometry,  Euclid,  Davies'. 
*'  Astronomy,  Mattison'.s. 

"  Exercises  on  the  Globes,  Keith's  and  Mclntyre's. 

"  Navigation,  Da  vies'. . 

"  Chemistry,  Phelps'. 

"  Natural  Philosophy,  Comstock's. 

"  Synonyms,  Crabb's. 

"  English  Composition,  Parker's. 

**  Drawing,  Coe's. 
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t)n  Analysis,  McElligott's. 
"  Dictionary,  Webster's. 
"  Book-keeping,  Palmer's  and  Bennett's. 
•*  Writing,  Payson  and  Dunton's  Series. 
**  Black-board  Exercises,  Farrar's. 
Under  the  head  "  Amount  received  from  other  sources, 
besides    the    state    and    township,"  I   have  not  included 
$183.38,  received  from  my  predecessor  in  office,  said  sum 
haviog  been  apportioned  among  the  districts,  but  not  drawn 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  town  superintendent. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ISAAC  HAMILTON, 

Town  Superintendent. 

WASHINGTON. 

I  have  nothing  new  to  ofiFer  to  my  last  year's  remarks 
relative  to  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  this  township. 
The  surplus  interest  (as  usual)  ]^  been  applied  for  school 
purposes,  which  you  will  perceive  stands  in  the  column  spe- 
cifying  the  amount  received  from  other  sources.  The  in- 
habitants of  district  No.  2,  Washingtonville,  and  district 
No.  3,  Pascack,  have  had  free  schools  for  one  term  of  three 
months'  each.  For  further  information  consult  the  blank 
from  which  I  have  filled  up  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  All 
of  which  I  respectivelv  submit 

JOHN  BORTICK, 
•         Superintendent. 


BURLINGTON  COUNTY. 

BORDENTOWN. 


However  they  may  be  regarded,  it  is  nevertheless  clear 
that  there  are  fixed  principles  in  government  as  well  as  in 
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science.  No  master  nor  guardian  has  a  right  to  send  fortb 
on  community  his  apprentice  or  ward  physically  disabled  by 
his  own  neglect  and  oppression. 

From  the  common  sympathies  of  our  nature,  as  well  as 
from  the  innate  perceptions  of  justice,  it  would  be  diflScult 
to  measure  the  extent  of  reprehension  which  such  conduct 
would  receive  at  the  hands  of  an  intelligent  and  justly  of- 
fended community.  For  it  would  be  inflicting  personal  and 
social  misery — misery  perhaps  with  no  alleviation,  with  na 
reparation,  but  increasing  during  the  whole  existence  of  the 
helpless  sufiFerer.  Not  only  to  himself  b«t  to  others  such  an 
individual  would  be  a  burden ;  and  therefore  in  such  a  case 
condemnation  might  and  ought  to  be  universal.  But  is  there 
no  injury  but  physical  ?  Is  there  no  intellectual  and  moral  ? 
What  is  man  without  intellect?  What  without  morals? 
What  but  a  vessel  at  any  moment  prepared  for  destruction.? 
A  man  may  suflFer  physical  injury  and  yet  eventually  be  safe, 
but  to  be  ruined  in  mind  and  morals,  the  loss  is  inconceiva- 
ble  and  irreparable*  -  Without  the  aid  of  art,  the  noblest 
gem  may  be  imbedded  and^oncealed  forever. 

And  hence  parental  duty  he^  but  just  commenced  its  high 
career,  when  it  has  only  trained  the  physical  powers  of  the 
rising  generation.  We  all  kn^w  the  difference  between  the 
educated  and  the  uneducated  faadly.  An  ancient  philosopher 
once  said  the  difference  between  an  eduxiated  and  an  unedu- 
cated individual  was  that  between  the  living  and  the  dead* 
If  this  be  true,  no  state,  no  government  has  discharged  its 
duty  till  it  has  made  ample  provisions  for  the  training  and 
education  of  all  its  children.  Its  wealth,  security,  prosperi- 
ty and  glory  demand  it.  A  nation  cannot  rise  to  distinction 
under  the  leaden  sceptre  of  ignorance.  The  citizen,  the 
soldier,  the  statesman  must  have  qualifications,  if  the  true 
dignity  and  welfare  of  the  nation  be  regarded,  for  no  nation 
of  antiquity  ever  rose  to  eminence  that  neglected  the  train- 
ing of  its  youth ;  but  where  this  was  properly  regarded,  cor- 
responding beneficial  results  were  sure  to  follow.  Th6  Jewish 
commonwealth  never  shone  with  brighter  splendor  than  when 
all  its  youth  were  carefully  instructed  in  all  the  arts  and  the 
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great  principles  of  its  government.  And  wliat  has  rendered 
Greece  so  illustrious  as  her  love  of  letters  ?  And  at  what 
period,  was  the  ascension  of  the  Roman  eagle  ever  prouder 
than  when  the  nation  could  say  it  had  not  a  soldier  who 
could  not  execute  the  duties  of  the  commander.  More  than 
two  centuries  ago  our  New  England  fathers  founded  the 
common  school  system.  Every  fifty  families  was  to  sustain 
a  common  school,  and  every  one  hundred  an  academy.  Was 
this  legislation  wise  or  unwise  ?  let  the  glory  of  the  past  and 
the  present  answer.  We  feel  its  genial  influence,  and  our 
state  is  making  provisions  to  meet  the  wants  of  her  children. 
Much  good  has  already  been  accomplished,  for  many  have 
now  attained  that  through  which  they  will  obtain  more,  who 
otherwise  would  have  been  left  in  a  state  of  ignorance  and 
obscurity.  During  the  year  that  is  past  there  has  been  a 
pleasing  advance  in  the  regularity  of  attendance ;  the  in- 
struction, it  is  believed,  has  been  more  thorough  and  system- 
atic ;  order  and  harmony  have  prevail^  in  the  schools,  which 
no  doubt  are  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  energy,  fidelity, 
and  ability  of  the  principal,  associated  with  others  who  are 
also  faithful,  laborious  and  experienced  in  their  calling. 

Were  the  appropriations  still  more  bountiful,  the  number 
of  text  books  could  be  increased  and  a  library  and  philoso- 
phical apparatus  added,  which  in  every  school  house  would 
do  much  to  awaken  inquiry  and  increase  the  general  inj;elli- 
gence.  While  there  are  appropriations  for  raising  qualified 
teachers,  cannot  one  be 'secured  for  this^object?  And  the 
question  perhaps,  is  often  asked,  cannot  the  present  school 
act  be  so  amended  as  in  its  operations  it  may  not  be  partial 
but  general,  giving  to  every  district  of  suitable  dimensions 
a  free  school,  throughout  the  state?  As  it  now  is  there  may 
be  a  free  school  in  one  district,  and  in  another,  the  adjacent, 
not  free.  May  not  this  disparity  produce  other  inequalities 
not  desirable? 

Yours  truly  and  very  respectfully, 

A..SCOVEL, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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BURLINGTON  TOWNSHIP. 

In  addition  to  the  summary  report  of  tlie  state  of  public 
schools,  I  herewith  present  a  tabular  detailed  account  of 
each  of  said  schools  within  this  township.  By  reference  to 
the  latter,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  average  attendance 
throughout  the  year  in  the  first,  third  and  fourth,  or  country 
districts,  is  proportionably  less  than  in  the  city  school,  In 
the  present  instance  the  alterations  in  one  school  building, 
and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  suitable  teacher  to  take  the 
charge  in  another  district,  may  be  given  as  an  adequatS 
reason.  It  is  too  often  the  case,  however,  that  in  the  coun- 
try many  children  are  kept  at  home,  when  by  extra  exertion 
on  the  part  of  their  parents,  they  would  not  be  deprived  of 
the  opportunity  of  education.  It  may  also  be  remarked  that 
many  of  the  latter,  (and  the  evil  is  not  by  any  means  con- 
fined exclusively  to  farmers,)  will  not  supply  their  children 
with  such  suitable  b(M)ks  as  their  progress  in  learning  re- 
quires, or  those  that  are  recommended  by  the  teacher.  They 
are  just  as  much  the  tools  by  the  use  of  which  the  young 
mind  is  to  be  trained  and  educated,  and  are  fully  as  necessa- 
ry too,  as  the  plane,  the  hammer  and  the  saw  are  to  the  car- 
penter, or  the  forge  and  anvil  to  the  smith.  The  policy  that 
would  content  itself  by  granting  the  least  possible  number 
•of  books,  to  the  boy  or  girl  at  school  is  short-sighted  indeed, 
and  when  we  consider  their  moderate  cost  compared  with 
their  prices  but  a  short  time  since;  it  would  seem  that  in 
some  parts,  the  unwillingness  to  provide  school  books  had 
kept  pace  with  the  decreasing  expense. 

It  would  be  well  if  the  trustees  of  our  public  schools  were 
more  awake  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  responsibilities  than 
some  of  them  now  are.  Several  do  not  even  comply  with 
t'ihe  requisitions  of  the  law,  and  thus  gradually  lose  their  in- 
terest in  this  important  subject.  Whether  those  in  the 
countrjr  districts  have  fulfilled  their  obligations  in  this  re- 
spect has  ti^py^een  reported ;  but  from  the  remark  of  a  teacher 
that  **  she  hi«d  got  above  the  trustees,"  one  would  infer  that 
their  visits,  oi-  at  least  their  influence  in  that  school  were  at 
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an  end.  If  the  same  state  of  things  exists  to  any  extent  in 
other  parts  of  our  state,  ought  not  this  want  of  agreement 
between  the  trustees  and  the  teacher  to  claim  the  attention 
of  town  superintendents,  who  should  induce  the  former  to 
accompany  them*whenevcr  they  inspect  the  condition  of  the 
schools. 

A  copy  of  "  Webster's  unabridged  dictionary,"  appropri- 
ated last  year  for  the  use  of  common  schools,  has  been  placed 
in  each  one  of  this  township  (nine  in  number)  with  the  name 
of  the  school  and  the  notice  of  said  appropriation  inserted 
therein.  Inquiry  is  made  by  the  trustees  from  time  to  time 
for  the  promised  copies  of  the  "Geographical  Gazetteer,"  the 
possession  of  which  is  much  desired  by  the  respective  teach- 
ers. I  would  ask  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  propose 
to  the  legislature  that  the  next  yearly  appropriation  be  made 
for  some  standard  work  of  general  information  in  art,  sci- 
ence and  manufacture,  some  similar,  yet  more  adapted  to  the 
young  mind  than  "  lire's  Dictionary."  In  the  course  of 
study  or  reading,  terms  not  familiar  to  the  pupil  or  even  the 
teacher  frequently  occur,  and  when  the  means  of  solving  the 
diCGicnlty  are  not  at  hand,  the  word  or  subject  is  soon  forgot- 
ten. A  well  selected  book  would,  in  the  hands  of  an  able 
instructor,  add  much-  interest  to  school  recitations,  and 
awaken  useful  reflection.  The  English  Dictionary,  the  Ga- 
zetteer, and  Dictionary  of  Useful  Knowledge  might  then  be 
the  commencement  of  a  valuable  set  of  reference  books. 

Within  the  past  year,  a  printed  form  of  a  certificate  of 
approbation  for  such  pupils  as  deserve  it,  has  been  lately  in- 
troduced into  four  of  the  schools  in  this  township,  the  eflFect 
of  which  yet  remains  to  be  seen.  The  stimulus  of  reward 
has  been  often  tried  in  various  ways,  and  is  as  often  found 
(when  impartially  bestowed)  to  be  an  effectual  aid  in  enforc- 
ing discipline,  and  exciting  a  healthy  spirit  of  emulation. 
We  may  instance  the  city  of  New  York,  wherein  for  some 
years  past  such  certificates  have  been  awarded  monthly  to 
the  meritorious  scholars,  who  on  obtaining  them  for  six  con- 
secutive months  are  entitled  to  receive  a  higher  testimonial, 
which  is  much  prized,  and  is  afterwards  referred  to  as  a  re- 
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commendation  for  industry  and  integrity  of  character.  I 
would  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  the  legislature  make 
an  appropriation  for  the  expense  of  having  a  suitable  form 
of  certificate  handsomely  engraved,  and  a  printed  copy  there- 
of mailed  to  every  teacher  of  public  schools  within  the  state. 
If  sold  at  a  price  but  little  exceeding  the  cost  of  paper  and 
printing,  they  might  be  extensively  introduced,  and  town 
superintendents  and  trustees  should,  if  they  approve  of  the 
plan,  see  that  a  proper  us6  be  made  of  them*.  If  but  a  very 
small  part  of  the  state  school  fund,  payable  next  year,  were 
devoted  to  this  olyect,  a  publisher  might  be  found  willing^ 
to  carry  out  the  design,  upon  being  secured  from  any  possi- 
ble loss  upon  the  issue  of  a  few  thousand  copies. 

The  neglected  appearance  and  inconvenient  arrangement 
of  some  of  our  country  school-houses  is  such  as  to  induce  me 
to  venture  another  suggestion,  viz :  that  superintendents  or 
trustees  of  public  schools  be  furnished  at  an  early  period, 
with  some  approved  pamphlet  or  book  upon  school  architec- 
ture. This  should  give  engraved  representations  of  ground, 
plans  and  elevation  of  buildings,  together  with  the  approxi- 
mate cost,  and  such  detailed  information  as  would  be  of  use 
to  the  builder.  The  subject  of  heating  and  of  ventilation, 
so  much  neglected,  should  also  be  treated  of,  together  with 
other  matters  pertaining  to  the  efficient  working  of  the  com- 
mon school  system. 

JOHN  COLLINS, 

Town  Superintendent, 


CHESTER. 


Accompanying  this  report  you  will  please  find  the  statis- 
tics of  the  schools  in  the  township  under  their  proper  head. 
Since  my  last  annual  report  I  have  set  ofi*  anew  district  from 
district  number  three,  making|the  access  of  children  residing 
in  the  remote  ends  of  the  district,  much  more  convenient ; 
with  that  exception  the  schools  generally  are^in  much  the 
same  state  as  last  year.    In  the  new  district  set  off,  a  new 
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school-house  has  been  erected  by  the  liberality  of  the  friends' 
of  education,  very  nearly  finished,  pleasantly  located,  and  in 
every  way  comfortable,  and  a  competent  teacher  employed, 
and  the  expense  to  the  district  will  be  trifling  upon  its  cost* 
I  think  there  seems  to  be  an  increasing  interest  manifested 
in  the  cause  of  education  in  this  township.  The  only  gene- 
ral complaint  made  is  the  want  of  su£Scient  fands  to  enable 
the  trustees  to  employ  the  most  competent  teachers,  and  to 
keep  all  the  schools  open  throughout  the  year.  Much  has 
beeii  done  in  this  township  for  the  promotion  of  education  ; 
but  we  need  the  assistance  of  the  state  to  make  our  schools 
free,  and  open  the  path  of  intellectual  knowledge  to  all  our 
sons  and  daughters.  The  law  authorising  the  townships  and 
incorporated  districts  to  impose  taxes  upon  the  inhabitants 
for  the  support  of  free  schools  does  not  meet  with  much  ap- 
proval in  this  township.  All  the  schools  in  the  township 
have  been  visited  and  the  teachers  licensed;. no  county  ex- 
aminers appointed.  In  the  way  of  my  closing  remarks,  I 
would  say  that  the  majority  of  the  people  are  in  favor  of  free 
schools,  and  we  tope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we 
shall  have  such.    There  are  no  free  schools  in  the  township. 

WM.  R.  SHARP, 

Town  Superintendent. 


EVESHAM. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  the  annual  report  of  the  town  su* 
perintendent  of  Evesham  township,  Burlington  county,  New 
Jersey. 

I  have  but  little  more  to  oflFer  than  the  statistics  of  my  re- 
port. Our  school  interests  remain  very  much  as  last  year. 
We  have  but  one  school  that  is  free,  that  of  colored  children, 
and  open  but  a  few  months  of  the  year.  No  county  exami- 
ners appointed. 

JOHN  R.  MURPHY, 

Town  Superinter.dent* 
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MANSFIELD. 

In  transmittiDg  to  you  a  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
public  schools  in  this  township,  I  would  remark  that  they* 
are  in  about  the  same  condition  as  last  year;  with  but  one 
or  two  exceptions,  in  very  good  order. 

Our  school  houses  are  frame  buildings  and  but  one  room, 
and  with  two  exceptions  belong  to  the  district  in  which 
they  are  situated,  and  have  pleasant  play  grounds  attached. 

There  has  been  no  county  licensers  appointed  in  this 
county,  consequently  myself  and  the  trustees  of  the  several ' 
districts  have  attended  to  that  duty. 

We  raise  funds  sufficient,  with  the  state  fund,  to  pay  three 
cents  per  day  for  every  scholar  that  attend  school,  which 
constitute  free  schools,  but  it  is  the  prevailing  opinion  of 
the  people  with  us,  that  the  state  fund  should  be  sufficient  of 
itself  to  pay  the  teachers  salaries,  which,  I  think,  would 
avoid  many  difficulties  and  create  a  permanent  and  economi- 
cal system  of  tuition. 

The  books  in  use  are,  for  the  most  part,'  of  modern  pro- 
ductions and  recent  publications.  I  have  visited  all  the 
schools  several  times  during  the  year,  examined  the  classes, 
&c.,  and  find  them  in  a  progressive  state,  consulted  with  the 
teachers  and  trustees  and  many  of  the  patrons  of  the  various 
schools,  all  of  whom  seem  desirous  of  having  good  schools, 
and  them  well  attended ;  and  I  do  say,  that  our  scholars 
have  improved  rapidly  within  the  last  three  years. 

ALFRED  CARTY, 

Town  Superintendent. 

PEMBERTON. 

I  have  but  little  to  report  than  will  be  found  in  the  tabu- 
lar statement,  (which  I  now  enclose.)  Permit  me,  however, 
to  state  that  there  is  no  material  alteration,  either  in  the 
condition  or  management  of  our  schools,  since  my  last  re- 
port. We  are,  however,  progressing,  I  think,  with  some 
improvement.    We  have  but  two  schools  which  have  been 
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open  twelve  months,  thereby  leaving  the  tabular  number, 
from  nine  to  twelve  months,  comparatively  small;  the 
others  were  open  from  eight  to  eleven  months  during  the 
year.  Four  of  the  district  free  schools  were  kept  open. 
In  reference  to  the  salary  of  teachers,  seven  of  the  districts 
pay  a  stipulated  salary  of  fifty-six  dollars  per  term  or  quar- 
ter. The  other  districts,  the  teachers  take  the  schools  at 
their  own  risk,  at  an  average  of  three  dollars  per  quarter, 
respectively,  both  male  and  female.  All  the  rest  of  inform- 
ation necessary  is  mentioned  in  my  former  report.  In  con- 
clusion, I  will  say  the  cause  of  education  is  gradually  ad- 
vancing with  us,  and  I  trust  we  shall  ere  long  see  it  so  ad- 
vanced as  to  have  good  free  schools  kept  open  during,  at 
least  nine  months  of  the  year,  in  every  district  in  the  statCy 
thus  oflFering  to  every  child  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  a 
good  English  education. 

STACY  W.  BUDD, 

Town  Superintendent. 

SPHIXGFIELD. 

After  haying  visited  an(i  several  times  requesting  both  the 
teachers  and  trustees  of  the  schools  to  forward  their  respec- 
tive reports  to  me  in  the  time  specified  by  thee,  the  above  is 
nearly  verbatum  of  all  the  information  that  I  have  received 
or  been  able  to  gather.  The  many  questions  asked  in  thy 
circular,  together  with  the  various  opinions  and  construc- 
tions placed  upon  them  by  the  teachers  and  trustees,  render 
it  almost  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  definite  conclusion  of 
understanding  as  to  what  is  really  wanted. 

Now  it  seems  to  me  that  the  systeni  might  be  greatly 
abridged,  and  so  arranged  as  to  be  easily  understood  by 
nearly  all ;  for  instance,  if  each  school  teacher  or  its  trus- 
tees were  required,  at  a  stated  time,  to  furnish  to  the  town 
superintendent  a  correct  list  of  the  number  oj  pupils 
taught,  the  whole  number  of  days  taught  within  the  year, 
together  with  their  respective*  salaries,  the  amount  of  money 
and  from  what  source  received,  it  would  in  a  great  measure, 
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answer  the  most  essential  part  of  the  long  list  of  interroga- 
tions now  presented. 

CLAYTON  ZELLEY, 

Town  Superintendent 

WESTAMPTON. 

In  making  up  my  report,  I  have  endeavored  to  get  it  as 
hear  correct  as  possible.  There  being  no  books  of  record 
kept  in  any  of  the  schools ;  and  I  not  coming  into  office  un* 
til  March  last.  The  teachers  who  taught  last  winter  left  no 
record  of  the  number  of  children  who  attended,  making  it 
very  difficult  for  me  to  get  correct  information  respecting 
them.  There  are  six  male  and  t'^o  female  teachers  in  this 
township  of  which  one  male  and  one  female  have  charge  of 
the  schools  in  district  number  one,  which  are  under  the  care 
of  the  religious  society  of  Friends.  The  others  are  examined 
by  the  trustees  and  licensed  according  to  law. 

There  has  been  no  examiners  appointed  iil  this  county.  I 
think  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  schools  if  the 
law  in  this  respect  was  carried  into  eflfect. 

There  are  two  free  schools,  one  in  district  number  five, 
which  i8  (3pen  twelve  months  in  the  year,  one  in  district 
number  seven,  (which  is  composed  of  colored  population)  is 
kept  open  six  months,  spring,  summer  and  fall. 

WILLIAM  E.  WILLS, 

Tovm  Superintendent. 


CAMDEN  COUNTY. 

WINSLOW    TOWNSHIP. 

In  obedience  to  the  desire  of  the  State  Superintendent,  I 
1  transmit  my  annual  report  of  the  schools  in  Winslow 
township.  The  whole  number  of  children  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  eighteen,  is  five  hundred  and  ninety  eight.  There 
are  seven  districts  in  the  township,  and  there  are  only  six 
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in  wliich  schools  are  kept.  I  suppose  tlie  schools  are  kept 
open  on  an  average  about  ten  months  in  the  year,  and  I 
wonld  mention  that  it  has  been  a  practice  for  years  past  to 
raise  at  town-meeting  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  a  head  for 
the  children  residing  in  said  township,  but  at  the  last  spring 
town-meeting  it  was  thought  proper  to  raise  one  dollar  per 
head  in  addition  to  the  above  amount,  and  so  carried  that 
each  voter  pay  one  dollar  in  addition  to  his  personal  tax  for 
the  benefit  of  schools. 

In  your  blank  report  you  request  the  superintendents  to 
make  such  remarks  upon  the  present  school  system  as  they 
deem  advisable,  and  in  accordance  with  your  request  I  give 
mine  briefly.  The  schools  in  the  township  have  been  kept 
free  part  of  the  time,  and  part  of  the  time  pay,  or  part  of 
the  bills  of  the 'school-master  had  to  be  paid.  Now  how 
are  we  to  come  at  the  best  remedy  to  make  all  schools  free  ? 
I  stop  here  and  leave  it  to  good  and  wise  men  to  say,  as  1 
am  satisfied  that  upon  education  depends  the  prosperity  and 
permanency  of  this  Union.  I  trust  the  day  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  the  Legislature  of  our  State,  with  the  good  advice 
of  our  State  Superintendent,  will  give  this  subject  that  at* 
tention  which  its  importance  demands. 

M.  R.  SIMMERMAN, 

Superintendent* 

GLOUCESTEB  TOWNSHIP. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  say  that  the  state  school  funds  are 
too  limited-t—they  are  not  requisite  to  the  public  wants.  In 
this  township  it  only  amounts  to  forty-two  cents  per  schol* 
lar.  I  think  the  state  with  all  its  resources,  and  the  legis- 
lature with  all  the  wisdom  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  state 
"tumbled,  should  devise  some  plan  to  secure  more  money  to 
be  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  education,  or  else  abandon 
the  subject  altogether,  ai\d  let  the  township  manage  it  them- 
selves. 

JOSHUA  SICKLER, 

Town  Sttpcnuteadeut% 
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NEWTON  TOWNSHIP. 

Sib — I  haTo  been  delayed  in  rendering  my  report  from  the 
diflficulty  in  getting  the  reports  from  the  district  trustees  in 
proper  season.  The  schools  appear  to  be  conducted  effi- 
ciently, and  the  pupils  are  making  good  progress.  By  the 
inclosed  tabular  statement,  you  will  perceive  that  out  of 
one  thousand  and  fifteen  children  in  the  township,  six  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  have  attended  school  a  part  of  the 
year.  In  the  first  district  we  have  seven  schools,  two  public 
and  five  private.  In  the  public  schools  two  female  teachers  at. 
salaries  of  $350  and  $240,  and  in  the  male  school  one  male 
teacher  at  $480  per  year,  in  which  schools  one  hundred  and 
eighty  children  have  been  taught.  In  the  private  schools  the 
price  of  tuition  varies  from  2  50  to  $10  per  quarter,  averaging 
about  $4  per  quarter.  In  the  fifth  and  seventh  district  there 
are  no  school  houses,  and  the  children  have  been  sent  to  pri- 
vate schools.  In  the  fifth,  not  more  than  thirty  out  of  two 
hundred  and  sixty  have  attended  any  school.  In  the  fifth 
however,  they  are  preparing  for  action.  They  have  a  large 
and  commodious  brick  building  nearly  completed,  two  storiea 
in  height,  with  all  the  modern  improvements,  and  will  cost 
when  done  about  $4,000 — the  cost  of  which  is  principally 
raised  by  district  tax.  When  done  they  intend  to  collect  all 
their  children  and  have  them  under  instruction. 

I  perceive,  by  the  census  returns  of  1855,  a  great  discrep- 
ancy in  regard  to  the  number  of  children  between  the  ages 
of  five  an*  eighteen  years,  and  am  informed  that  the  same 
applies  to  many  other  townships.  The  assessors  have  made 
great  errors,  as  our  township  has  been  carefully  canvassed, 
and  the  name  of  every  child  with  its  proper  age,  and  the 
names  of  parents,  master,  or  guardian  returned  in  full.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  enter  into  any  comparisons  with  former 
years,  as  I  was  only  placed  in  this  situation  last  spring.  I 
shall  therefore  close  with  the  report  of  the  facts  as  they 
hare  come  to  my  own  knowledge. 

J.  L.  ROWAND, 
Town  Superintendent 
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CENTRE. 

There  are  no  county  examiners  for  Camden  County,  and 
therefore  the  district  trustees  and  town  superintendent  ex- 
amine and  license  the  teachers.  All  the  schools  have  been 
kept  free.  None  of  the  schools  are  kept  open  all  of  the 
year.  Owing  to  the  small  number  that  will  attend  between 
the  summer  and  winter  sessions. 

;ZEBEDEE  NICHOLSON, 

Town  tSuperintendent. 

DELAWARE. 

The  present  school  law  does  not  work  to  any  advantage 
in  our  township.     The  money  received  from  the  state  is  but 
a  trifle,  and  how  that  little  should  be  distributed  to  be  the 
most  useful,  is  exceedingly  perplexing  to  many  of  the  dis- 
trict trustees.    Some  are  for  retaining  it,  or  suflFering  it  to 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  superintendent  until  a  sum  accu- 
mulates sufficient  to  sustain  a  free  school  for  at  least  three 
months,  which  they  might  be  able  to  have  perhaps  once  in 
two  years.    Some  say  that  in   order  to  keep  their  school 
open,  the  child  that  attends  school   the  greatest  number  of 
days  during  the  year  should  receive  the  most  benefit  from 
the  money — or,  in  other  words,  the  child  should  be  benefit- 
ted by  the  money  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  days  it 
attends  school  during  the  year.    Others  allow  the  child  that 
goes  to  school  twenty  days  in  the  year  the  same  benefit  of 
the  money  as  the  one  that  attends  two  hundred  and  fifty 
days ;  while  many  say  that  the  money  does  no  good  any 
how,  that  it  makes  the  state  of  things  worse  instead  of  bet- 
ter.   Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  in  our  township 
the  schools  are  not  as  well  attended,  nor  the  teachers  as  well 
qualified  as  they  were  twenty  years  ago.    We  admit  that  it 
is  BO  credit  for  us  to  write  thus,  but  such  too  plainly  appears 
to  be  the  fact.    At  the  time  of  our  last  report  we  hoped 
that  by  this  time  we  would  be  able  to  say  better  things  con- 
cerning the  state  of  our  school  affairs.    We  then  expected 
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our  legislature  would  do  something  towards  placing  ns  on 
an  equality  with  neighboring  townships  at  its  next  session. 
The  present  law  does  not  equalize  advantages.  The  tax- 
payers as  a  body  arc  opposed  to  having  their  property  taxed 
to  the  extent  of  raising  either  three  or  two  dollars  per  child 
of  legal  age  in  the  township,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining 
free  schools,  while  there  is  but  little  or  nothing  contributed 
by  many  who  should  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  cause.  They 
think  a  moderate  poll  tax  would  assist  in  making  a  union  of 
feeling  in  the  matter, 

J.  nORiN^ER, 
Town  Superintendent. 

watehford. 

In  transmitting  my  annual  report  I  have  but  very  little  to 
say,  further  than  I  consider  our  schools  in  the  district  are  in 
a  good  and  thriving  condition  as  we  can  ask  or  expect.  We 
have  five  districts  in  the  township,  and  are  well  supplied 
with  good  teachers.  I  have  found  by  decreasing  the  num- 
ber of  districts  we  have  larger  and  better  schools ;  so  con- 
sequently the  greater  the  number  of  scholars,  the  better  the 
teacher  can  be  procured,  and  the  consequence  is  the  better 
the  children  are  educated.  The  township  and  state  tax  pays 
three  fourths  of  our  school  bills,  and  each  trustee  and  teach- 
er manifesting  a  laudable  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  chil- 
dren, which  places  us  in  a  condition  that  is  a  credit  to  them- 
selves and  a  blessing  to  the  children. 

SAML.  S.  WILLS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


CAMDEN  CITY. 


I  send  the  report  for  the  city  of  Camden,  and  would  state 
that  our  schools  are  in  a  prosperous  condition,  although  as 
you  will  notice  a  considerable  number  of  the  children  of  the 
city  have  not  applied  for  admission  during  the  year,  some 
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attending  private  schools  and  many  of  the  larger  size  among 
the  poor  not  attending  at  all. 

We  have  accumulated  school  property  to  the  amount  of 
some  $16,000,  most  of  which  is  paid  for. 

Various  propositions  have  been  made  respecting  an  in- 
crease of  the  eflSciency  of  the  board,  mainly  by  adding  to 
Iheir  number.  However  much  this  may  be  desired,  these 
propositions  are,  I  think,  inadequate  to  the  end,  inasmuch  as 
many  of  the  members  being  men  of  businss  cannot  lose  the 
t'rjie  necessary  to  give  them  full  satisfaction,  and  a  much 
better  plan,  I  conceive,  would  be  to  adopt  the  plan  which 
•our  act  of  incorporation  meditated,  by  appointing  a  superin- 
tendent with  a  moderate  recompense  attached,  making  the 
duties  definite  and  obligatory. 

S.  BIRDSELL, 
Town  Superintendent. 


CAPE  MAY  COUNTY. 


DENNIS  TOWNSHIP. 


In  making  the  annual  report  for  the  township  of  Dennis, 
^0  marked  alteration  in  the  condition  or  progress  of  the 
schools  for  some  time  past,  can  be  observed.  Nor  can  it  be 
expected,  under  the  present  system  of  organization,  with  the 
difficalties  to  be  encountered  in  obtaining  suitable  instructors,, 
that  much  iraprov>ement  can  be  anticipated ;  and  it  will  be 
l^ratifying  to  those  who  take  an  interest  in  our  public  schools, 
to  find  that  their  condition  hereafter  shall  favor  a  forward 
rather  than  a  retrograde  movement. 

The  old  subject  of  complaint,  the  want  of  efficient  and  ac- 
complished teachers,  is  one  which  no  doubt  has  become  irk- 
some, to  the  state  superintendent;  yet  no  remedy  (nnless  the 
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state  Normal  school  shall  some  day  present  one,)  has  been 
advanced  that  t^rould  seem  to  be  tenable,  05  supply  this  signal 
deficiency  in  the  public  school  system  of  the  present  day, 
in  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  This  is  the  radical  and  un- 
doubted cause  of  their  slow  and  unprogressive  course.  And 
what  avails  the  storing  of  our  school-houses  with  dictiona- 
ries, lexicons  and  books  containing  all  the  improvements  of 
the  times,  unless  the  teacher fihall  have  brains  enough  to 
comprehend,  and  industry  enough  to  make  a  proper  applica- 
tion of  them  ? 

We  likewise  esteem  it  a  degradation  that  we  are  compelled 
to  send  to  other  states  for  teachers;  not  always  as  a  matter 
of  necessity,  however,  as  in  point  of  education  and  acquire- 
ments, some  of  our  native  teachers  are  competent  and  de- 
serving, and  if  they  could  only  receive  the  impress  of  "  for- 
eign importation,"  or  be  dubbed  with  the  cognomen  of 
*' Yankee,"  their  accomplishments  would  be  complete  and 
satisfactory.  I  do  not  wish,  however,  to  detract  from  the 
deserving  qualifications  of  the  larger  proportion  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  the  eastern  states,  who  engage  here  in  the  avo- 
cation of  teaching,  as  they  mostly  carry  with  them  the  fruits 
of  the  excellent  system  of  schools,  that  have  been  perfected 
in  most  of  those  favored  states.   , 

It  is  said  "  money  is  the  sinews  of  war" — not  so  of  public 
schools  as  a  generality.  No  matter  what  amount  of  treasure 
is  lavished  upon  them,  they  must  languish  and  decline,  unless 
they  are  ntirtuied  and  invigorated  by  the  presence,  and  un- 
der the  supervision  of  a  master  mind,  to  govern,  guide  and 
direct  them  in  their  multifarious  operations;  then  will  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge  be  easy  and  cfiFectual,  and  our 
youth  receive  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  and  practical  edu- 
cation, and  our  state  the  credit  of  perfecting  and  eliminating 
.  a  system,  which  will  stand  as  a  monument  of  her  liberality, 
and  be  acknowledged  and  admired  as  a  precious  boon  in  all 
time  to  come. 

.  The  accompanying  report  contains,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  information  required  by  your  instructions,  and  as  they 
recommend  my  remarks  should  be  brief,  I  therefore  close 
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them,  although  the  subject  is  worthy  their  extension.  I  do 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  recommend  any  alteration  in  the  school 
laws,  so  long  tested  and  well  understood,  fearful  that  any 
interference  might  compromise  their  eflBciency,  and  render 
them  less  deserving  the  confidence  of  the  people,  than  they 
at  present  command. 

The  freeholders  of  the  county  have  appointed  no  county 
examiners  for  the  present  year.  No  report  from  the  teachers 
of  this  township  has  been  received,  in  obedience  to  the  act 
of  March  thirteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six.  As  the 
form  of  a  blank  is  contained  in  your  present  instructions, 
that  duty  will  probably  be  attended  to  during  the  coming 
year.  It  would  be  well,  however,  for  the  state  superinten- 
dent to  furnish  blanks  for  that  purpose. 

You  will  perceive  the  first  instalment  from  the  state  was 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents, 
and  as  the  last  payment,  presumed  to  be  the  same,  has  not 
been  received  in  full  by  the  county  collector,  and  no  portion 
of  it,  or  the  quota  of  the  interest  of  the  surplus  fund  having 
come  to  my  hands,  I  am  unable  to  make  any  report  thereof. 

MAURICE  BEESLEY, 
Town  Superintendent 


LOWEE. 

In  addition  to  the  statistical  report,  I  would  remark  that 

there  has  not  been  that  progress  made  in  our  public  schools 

as  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands,  from  the  fact  that 

parents  and  trustees  generally,  do  not  manifest  that  interest 

they  should  in  the  education  of  the  rising  generation.    They 

are,  perhaps,  sent  to  school  three  or  four  days  in  a  week^ 

and  not  supplied  with  suitable  books;  and  I  would  remark, 

that  unless  a  school  is  furnished  with  all  the  material  neces* 

sary  for  the  school-room,  there  will  not  be  that  improvement 

that  is  made  where  the  schools  are  supplied  with  spelling, 

reading,  and  writing  books,  and  that  are  requisite  in  a  well 

managed  school.    I  am  well  convinced  if  parents  and  trus- 
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tees  would  visit  the  schools  often,  and  see  to  them  as  they 
do  to  other  things  of  not  lialf  the  importance  as  the  improve- 
ment of  the  mind,  such  visits  to  the  schools  might  be  the 
means  oi  correcting  many  evils,  and  also  encourage  both 
teachers  and  scholars,  and  excite  them  to  greater  diligence* 
I  think  there  is  not  sufficient  interest  manifested  at  the  an- 
nual meetings  which  are  held  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
trustees,  from  the  fact  that  so  few  attend  those  district  meet- 
ings ;  if  the  right  kind  of  trustees  are  not  elected,  it  is  not 
likely  that  such  a  school  will  prosper.     I  would  remark  of 
the  irregular  attendance  of  sending  children  to  school,  and 
then  keeping  them  at  home  half  of  the  time^  it  is  impossible 
for  the  child  to  make  any  progress;  and  beside,  the  teacher's 
reputation  is  injured  on  account  of  the  pupil  making  no  im- 
provement; this  is  a  great  evil,  and  most  of  the  teachers 
complain  of  the  same.     I  have  visited  all  the  schools  of  the 
township,  as  often  as  circumstances  will  permit,  which  is  at 
least  once  per  quarter.    The  branches  mostly  taught  are 
spelling,  reading,  arithmetic,  grammar  and  geography.     The 
school-houses  of  the  several  district?  arc,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  in  good  repair.    Some  of  them  have  been  reno- 
vated, and  the  seats  well  arranged,  and  with  plenty  of  play- 
ground attached  to  each  of  them.    In  May  last,  the  *'  Board 
of  Chosen  Freeholders,"  in  the  plenitude  of  their  wisdom, 
declared  that  no  county  examiners  should  be  appointed  for 
the  county.     The  majority  of  the  teachers  that  are  teaching 
in  the  towi^hip  were  licensed  previous  to  the  doing  away  of 
the  same.    The  salary  paid  to  teachers  varies  fi  om  one  to 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  day.     We  have  availed 
ourselves  of  the  provision  of  the  act  of  the  last  legislature, 
and  secure  for  each  of  our  schools  Webster's  Unabridged 
Dictionary. 

I  would  remark,  lastly,  that  if  our  schools  were  graded, 
and  those  of  the  higher  grade  be  selected  from  each  of  the 
districts,  and  a  high  school  be  established  at  some  central 
place  in  the  township ;  the  children  of  the  common  schools 
would  be  excited  to  put  forth  more  exertions  in  regard  to 
tjieir  studies,  so  that  they  might  be  qualified  to  enter  the 
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higher  scliool.     I  think  a  plan  of  this  kind  might  prove  suc- 
cessfal,  and  result  in  much  good. 

JOS.  E.  HUGHES, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MIDDLE. 

I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  report,  further  than  the 
statistics  show.  The  condition  of  our  schools  is  much  the 
same  as  contained  in  my  report  of  last  year.  The  interest 
felt  in  the  cause  of  education  is,  I  think,  increasing ;  more 
persons  are  enlisted  in  it,  and  appear  more  willing  to  use 
their  means  to  support  schools.  The  mass,  however,  are  not 
sufficiently  aroused  to  the  importance  of  education,  and  this 
appears  to  be  the  principal  reason  why  some  of  our  schools 
are  not  what  they  should  be. 

Our  school-houses,  seven  in  number,  are  all  frame  build- 
ings, having  but  one  room,  with  the  exception  of  two,  which 
have  two  rooms  each.  Five  of  them  have  play  grounds  at- 
tached. Our  teachers,  two  of  whom  reside  in  the  township, 
are  giving  general  satisfaction. 

JOHN  W.  SWAIN, 
Tovm  Superifiteident. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

BSIDGETON  TOWNSHIP. 

Deab  Sir — In  connexion  with  the  report  from  our  town- 
ship in  refereuce  to  our  public  schools,  I  have  not  much  to 
say  diiFerent  from  last  year.  Our  schools  are  increasing  in 
knowledge  and  numbers.  We  have  taught  in  them  thor- 
oughly algebra,  arithmetic,  geography,  grammar,  physiology, 
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We  have  no  county  examiners.    The  teachers  have  been 
regularly  examined  and  licensed  according  to  law. 

E.  HALL, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MAURICE  RIVER. 

In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  school  law,  I  here- 
with transmit  my  report  for  the  present  year. 

The  blank  furnished  I  have  endeavored  to  fill  to  embrace 
the  information  desired.  The  cause  of  education  is  advan- 
cing rapidly,  as  it  is  now  receiving  the  one  thing  needful, 
the  encouragement  of  the  people,  both  by  the  voting  of  sums 
suflScient  for  school  purposes,  and  by  seeing  that  it  is  prop- 
erly applied.  The  small  and  dilapidated  school-houses  which 
a  few  years  since  disgraced  us,  have  been  succeeded  by  spa- 
cious, well  arranged  buildings,  which  are  ornaments  to  our 
township,  and  give  evidence  of  the  spirit  and  enterprise  of 
our  people. 

Our  system  is  not  perfect,  but  I  will  not  suggest  the  ways 
and  moans  to  improve  it,  as  there  are  others  who  yearly 
suggest  numerous  ways  of  perfecting  it.  We,  in  Cumber- 
land county,  have  no  board  of  examiners,  and  'tis  well  for 
some  of  the  candidates  for  examination  that  there  are  none. 
In  our  small  districts  it  will  not  do  to  expect  a  near  approach 
to  perfection,  for  the  salary  is  small,  and  will  not  recompense 
a  good  scholar  for  his  services. 

WM.  S.  WARD, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MILLYILLE. 


Enclosed  you  will  find  the  annual  report  for  the  schools  in 
Millville  township. 

I  believe  the  public  schools  in  this  township  are  in  about 
the  same  condition  as  they  have  been  for  a  few  years  past. 
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GREENWICH. 

Greenwich  township  is  divided  into  four  districts,  three 
of  fhe  districts  have  annually  about  three  quarters  of  public 
school.    These  schools  would  compare  favorably  with  almost 
any  that  are  taught  in  the  rural  districts.    Wc  have  uniform 
text  books  and  all  pupils  are  classed  according  to  their  ad- 
vancement.   The  most  satisfactory  results  have  been  attained 
by  classifying  the  pupils,  particularly  amongst  the  more 
advanced ;  it  operates  as  a  stimulus,  it  creates  a  rivalry,  it 
induces  competition,  and  it  also  makes  the  class  the  teachers 
of  one  another.    Our  schools  are  all  supplied  with  black- 
boards, and  all  scholars  in  mathematics  are  required  to  work 
examples  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  class.    The  most  of 
our  teachers  are  well  qualified  for  their  vocations,  having 
enjoyed  superior  advantages  in  our  higher  seminaries  of 
learning.    A  theoretical  knowledge  of  the  branches  to  be 
tanght,  an  ability  to  impart  it  to  others,  a  thorough  acquaint- 
ance with  human  nature,  and  a  good  moral  character  are  ab- 
solutely essential  qualifications  for  a  competent  teacher.    I 
am  pleased  to  report  that  the  schools  are  well  attended,  and 
supplied  with  good  and  competent  teachers,  and  the  children 
give  evidence  of  advancement.    It  is  much  to  be  regreted 
that  the  patrons  of  our  schools  visit  them  so  little ;  their 
presence  occasionally  would  urge  the  pupils  to  greater  dili- 
gence. 

The  fourth  district  is  composed  entirely  of  colored  chil- 
dren. They  number  seventy-seven.  They  have  two  quar- 
ters of  school  per  year.  The  branches  taught  are  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic  and  geography.  The  most  of  the  patrons 
of  this  school  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of 
a  primary  English  education.  About  one-half  of  the  pupils 
can  read  and  write,  and  some  can  "  cypher  right  smart.'' 
Irregular  attendance,  bad  associations,  indolence,  and  the 
want  of  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  value  of  a  good  educa- 
tion, are  the  principal  drawbacks  to  their  advancement.  A 
decided  educational  improvement  has  been  made  in  this  dis- 
trict within  the  last  five  years. 
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We  have  no  county  examiners.    The  teachers  have  been 
regularly  examined  and  licensed  according  to  law. 

E.  HALL, 
Town  Superintendent, 


MAURICE  RIVER. 

In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  school  law,  I  here- 
with transmit  my  report  for  the  present  year. 

The  blank  furnished  I  have  endeavored  to  fill  to  embrace 
the  information  desired.  The  cause  of  education  is  advan- 
cing rapidly,  as  it  is  now  receiving  the  one  thing  needful, 
the  encouragement  of  the  people,  both  by  the  voting  of  sums 
sufficient  for  school  purposes,  and  by  seeing  that  it  is  prop- 
erly applied.  The  small  and  dilapidated  school-houses  which 
a  few  years  since  disgraced  us,  have  been  succeeded  by  spa- 
cious, well  arranged  buildings,  which  are  ornaments  to  our 
township,  and  give  evidence  of  the  spirit  and  enterprise  oi 
our  people. 

Our  system  is  not  perfect,  but  I  will  not  suggest  the  ways 
and  moans  to  improve  it,  as  there  are  others  who  yearly 
suggest  numerous  ways  of  perfecting  it.  We,  in  Cumber- 
land county,  have  no  board  of  examiners,  and  'tis  well  foi 
some  of  the  candidates  for  examination  that  there  are  none, 
In  our  small  districts  it  will  not  do  to  expect  a  near  approacli 
to  perfection,  for  the  salary  is  small,  and  will  not  recompense 
a  good  scholar  for  his  services. 

WM.  S.  WARD, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MILLYILLE. 


Enclosed  you  will  find  the  annual  report  for  the  schools  ir 
Millville  township. 

I  believe  the  public  schools  in  this  township  are  in  aboul 
the  same  condition  as  they  have  been  for  a  few  years  past 
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We  have  added  one  to  the  number  in  the  fourth  district, 
within  the  last  year,  and  there  has  been  an  excellent  private 
school  started  in  the  same  district  by  the  "Rev.  J.  H.  Nor- 
thrup,  which  I  think  will  have  a  tendency  of  elevating  the 
standard  of  our  public  schools. 

I  think  our  public  schools  are  sadly  deficient  of  competent 
teachers,  more  especially  the  outer  districts,  where  there  is 
either  none  or  but  a  small  amount  of  district  tax  money 
raised,  consequently  thoy  cannot  engage  the  services  of  a 
competent  teacher;  and  but  very  few  of  those  applying  for 
license,  can  bear  any  kind  of  an  examination,  consequently? 
if  I  license  any,  it'must  be  incompetent  teachers. 

We  have  no  board  of  examiners  for  the  county.  The 
teachers  have  nearly  all  been  examined  and  licensed  accord- 
ing to  law, 

D.  W.  MOORE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 

BELLEVILLE    TOWNSHIP. 

A  pfeneral  statement  of  our  affairs  you  will  find  noticed 
in  your  schedule,  wliich  I  return.  We  have  no  special 
change  to  notice  in  our  school  arrangements  since  last  sea- 
son. All  our  schools  except  one,  the  South  Belleville,  have 
heen  kept  open  durin;^  the  year,  and  a  very  laudable  interest 
has  been  manifested  in  their  advancement  by  the  several 
hoards  of  trustees,  and  some  of  our  schools  have  made  good 
progress.  Onr  schools,  under  the  charge  of  female  teachers, 
deserve  special  commendation.  The  want  of  interest  among 
parents,  noticed  in  a  former  report,  is  still  a  lamentable 
obstacle  to  the  success  and  good  order  of  the  schools.  A 
Mant  of  punctuality  in  the  attendance  of  the  scholars,  which 


can  only  be  enforced  by  parents  and  guardians,  being  much^ 
complained  of  by  all  our  teachers.     Another  diflSculty  ha 
been  much  in  the  way  of  our  prosperity,  the  frequent  chang 
of  teachers  and  the  few  to  be  found  possessing  the  experi- 
ence and  firmness  of  mind  requisite  to  carry  on  the  work  oF^^ 
educating  children.    This  has  given  us  much  anxiety,  and — 
even  now,  but  one  or  two  of  our  schools  seem  to  be  but  tern- 
porarily  supplied.    We  hope  our  Normal  School  will  ere 
long  relieve  us  of  this  embarrassment. 

SAMUEL  L.  WARD, 

Town  Superintendent 


CALDWELL. 

Our  schools  are  generally  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
The  public  money  is  distributed  equally  in  each  quarter 
during  the  year.  Six  of  the  districts  employ  their  teachers 
at  a  stipulated  amount  per  quarter.  Teachers  are  better 
paid  than  formerly,  and  consequently  are  becoming  more 
permanent.  An  institute  has  been  held  in  this  county ; 
five  of  the  teachers  attended  and  were  highly  gratified. 

There  is  also  a  township  association  of  teachers  that  meets 
weekly  for  mutual  improvement. 

M.  S.  CANFIELD, 
Town  Superintendent. 


CLINTON. 

In  one  of  the  districts  of  this  township  there  is  no  school 
and  has  been  none  for  several  years.  Its  contiguity  to  the 
city  of  Newark,  where  there  arc  superior  educational  ad- 
vantages, has  rendered  it  doubtful  whether  a  school  could 
heretofore  have  been  sustained.  The  people  of  this  district, 
which  is  a  populous  and  influential  one,  are  now  zealously 
moving  in  the  subject  of  the  erection  of  a  school  house. 

A  consistent  and  earnest  interest  is  manifested  by  all 
classes  in  the  subject  of  education,  and  a  growing  desire  to 
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raise  the  character  and  condition  of  the  schools  plainly  per- 
ceptible. Competent  teachers  are  sought  and  the  expenses 
of  the  schools  met  promptly  and  cheerfully  by  the  tax  payers. 
An  increase  of  tax,  by  one-third  over  the  appropriation  of 
last  year,  has  been  made  this..  In  three  of  the  schools  as- 
sistants have  been  introduced,  with  excellent  results.  The 
trustees  of  the  various  districts  are,  as  a  general  rule,  earnest 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  which,  when  well  per- 
formed, are  by  no  means  light.  The  school  edifices,  though 
plain,  are  respectable,  and  are  well  cared  for.  An  excellent 
corps  of  teachers  are  now  in  charge  of  the  schools.  Pains 
taking,  zeal  and  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  well  being 
of  their  pupils  make  their  efforts. 

JNO.  WHITEHEAD, 

Town  Superintendent. 


LIVINGSTON. 

Enclosed  I  send  my  second  annual  report  for  Livingston, 
as  nearly  correct  as  I  am  able  to  furnish  it  from  the  mate- 
rials, as  I  have  received  no  teacher's  reports.  We  have  no 
county  examiners  appointed.  The  schools  are  in  tolerable 
good  working  order.  Three  districts  have  kept  open  twelve 
months,  one  ten  months,  and  one  nine  months.  The  children 
attending  school  are  principally  in  the  elementary  branches. 
The  larger  children,  either  not  attending  school  at  all  or 
being  sent  away  to  higher  schools,  which  shows  the  neces- 
sity of  having  higher  schools  appointed.  In  regard  to  the 
working  of  the  present  school  system,  my  opinion  is  not 
changed  from  my  last  report,  that  it  is  imperfect,  all  will 
admit.  In  order  to  approximate  to  perfection  we  must  have 
free  schools.  Free  schools,  they  are  the  foundation  of  our 
great  republic ;  the  keystone  to  our  liberties ;  a  thorn  in 
the  heart  of  aristocracy,  and  a  safeguard  to  our  great  and 
glorious  Union.  Talk  of  dissolution  of  the  Union.  **  Edu- 
cate the  children,"  and  in  the  next  place,  in  a  pecuniary 
point,  it  would  not  cost  as  much  in  the  aggregate  to  educate 
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our  children  as  it  nov^  does  ;  our  school  houacs  would  he  a 
well  filled,  the  effects  of  which  we  would  sec  in  the  risin 
generation.  Now,  if  the  legislature  do  not  feel  willing  i 
assume  the  responsibility  of  passing  a  general  free  scho 
law  similar  to  those  now  in  operation,  let  them  pass  an  a 
to  lay  it  before  the  people  at  their  next  annual  electio 
and  let  them  decide  free  schools  or  no  free  schools.  Lastl 
in  adopting  the  free  school  system,  we,  on  a  wild  specul 
tion,  the  end  of  which  we  cannot  see,  we  can  see  it  in  fu 
operation  in  the  citv  of  ^^^wavk  Nev  >  ork  nn('  .-'^r 
other  places ;  therefore,  I  see  no  retison  for  any  delay,  tl 
sooner  we  have  it  the  better ;  it  is  the  only  true  system  f 
a  free  country. 

H.  V.  B.  JACOBUS, 

Town  Supet intend 'Tit. 

NEW  TROVIDENCE. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  statistical  report  herewith  trai 
mitted,  that  none  of  the  children  have  attended   school  1 
the  period  of  twelve  months.     This  is  ov/ing  tc  the  fuct  tl: 
none  of  our  schools  have  been  kept  in  operation   for  t 
whole  year ;   one  cause  of  this  may  be  the   frequency 
change  of  teachers  from  want  of  suitable  compensation 
capabili  y,  long  to  sustain  themselves  in  their  profession 
one  place. 

We  have  no  county  examiners,  consequently  the  duty 
examining  teachers  devolves  on  the  superintendent  a 
trustees,  which  duty  in  general  has  been  attended  to. 

There  have  been  no  schools  maintained  free  during  1 
past  year  in  this  township;  the  public  money  has  been 
portioned  to  each  quarter,  which  amount  is  deducted  fr 
the  teacher^s  salary,  leaving  the  patrons  of  the  schcol 
settle  the  balance,  and  as  our  schools  arc  small  it  makes 
amount  payed  by  the  employers  in  some  districts  quite  lar 
as  you  may  see  by  the  report. 

JOHN  N.  DOUGHTY, 
Town  Superintendent 
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ORANGE. 

Your  printed  blank  has  been  filled  as  understood  at  the 
time  of  filling,  but  may  no.  be,  in  all  particulars,  correct* 
The  amount  of  mor.ey  raised  for  the  support  of  schools  in  the 
township  is  set  down  at  three  thousand  dollars,  but  none  of 
it  will  be  realized  until  the  beginning  of  the  new  y^ar.  The 
balance  remaining  from  last  year,  and  three-fourths  of  the 
amount  said  to  have  been  received  from  the  state,  is  all  that 
has  bpcn  used. 

With  respect  to  the  ^umber  of  schools,  our  largest  district 
liuml>ers  but  one  school,  while  four  teachers  are  engaged  in 
conducting  it. 

We  are  well  circumstanced  with  resf  ect  to  the  qualifica- 
tions of  our  teachers,  and  doubt  whether  any  township  in  the 
Btate  of  equal  ability  is  more  fortunate  in  this  respect.  The 
necessity,  as  well  as  the  choice  of  this,  is  laid  upon  us-^for 
vere  it  not  so,  the  high  order  of  the  private  schools  among 
118  would  entirely  eclipse  the  public  schools. 

The  reluctance  of  many  men  of  property  to  give  their  in* 
flnenre  to  our  common  school  syptem,  is  still  matter  of  re- 
gret, an  rl  the  wisdom  of  the  logi.-«lature  ought  to  devise  a 
metliofl  to  remove  it.  The  worst  feature  of  which  ihese  men 
complain  is  that  men  of  small  means  are  not  subject  to  any 
tax  at  all  for  schools,  while  tliey  have  a  right  and  the  power 
to  take  the  moni^y  of  the  rich  from  them  by  tho  force  oflaw, 
for  that  f^nrpose.  It  is  prol)a')le  that  an  incronsed  poll  tax, 
or  a  specific  school  tax,  wonM  go  very  far  towards  recon- 
cilinflj  this  class  of  citizens  to  our  school  svstem — a  consum- 
mation  devoutly  to  be  wished,  and  which  would  sooti  be  ex- 
biWtei  in  the  removal  of  dilapidated  school-houses,  and  the 
erection  of  such  as  would,  by  their  style  and  convenience, 
give  evidence  that  they  belong  to  the  present  age. 

A.  H.  FREEMAN, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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PLAINHELD. 

The  cause  of  education  continues  to  make  satisfactory  pro- 
gress among  us.  Our  public  school  is  among  the  first,  if  not  the 
very  first,  of  schools  in  this  state — supported  wholly  and  con- 
tinuously by  public  tax — has  had  its  efiSciency  and  usefulness 
largely  increased,  by  the  erection  during  the  past  summer, 
of  a  wing  twenty  by  thirty  feet,  and  corresponding  to  the 
three  stories  of  the  main  building,  at  an  expense  of  over 
twelve  hundred  dollars.  This  addition  has  been  fitted  up  and 
furnished  exclusively  for  recitation^nd  class  rooms,  and  re- 
lieves a  want  for  some  years  seriously  felt,  owing  to  the  large 
number  attending  the  school. 

For  the  encouragement  of  the  friends  of  free  schools  and 
popular  education,  I  can  say  that  the  large  amounts  annually 
required  for  the  support  of  our  institution,  have  always  been 
cheerfully  voted  and  paid  by  our  citizens,  and  these  amounts, 
for  the  past  eight  years,  make  an  aggregate  of  nearly  four- 
teen thousand  dollars.  The  total  number  of  those  opposing 
by  their  votes  the  support  of  the  school  has  not  amounted  to 
half  a  dozen  yearly. 

C.  H.  STILLMAN, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 


RAHWAY. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  report  of  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  schools  in  the  township.  Nearly  all  the 
districts  have  been  supplied  with  teachers  for  the  year. 
Most  of  the  teachers  have  been  at  their  posts  for  a  conside- 
rable time,  which  I  deem  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance 
for  the  welfare  of  the  schools.  The  schools  are  in  a  pros- 
perous state,  and  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  the 
progress  made  is  sure.  The  teachers  complain  of  the  irre- 
gularity in  the  attendance  of  the  scholars  ;  they  complain  of 
the  parents  who  retain  their  children  at  home,  very  fre- 
quently on  the  slightest  pretexts. 

The  schools  are  all  free ;  the  people  are  very  liberal  in 
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Rising  funds  enongh  to  support  free  schools,  (viz.  $3  per 
cliild,)  in  addition  to  the  state  tax. 

The  school-houses  are  all  in  good  repair ;  most  of  them 
being  new,  and  nearly  so. 

JOHN  H.  JANEWAY, 
Town  Superintendent. 


UNION. 

I  have  but  little  to  add  to  the  statistical  report,  "vrhich  is 
herewith  transmitted.  Our  school-houses  are  all  frame  or 
wooden  buildings,  and  generally  in  good  condition.  They 
are,  however,  destitute  of  play  grounds,  and,  with  one  ex- 
ception, of  maps  and  globes,  and  other  furniture ;  the  one 
greatly  to  the  discomfort,  the  other  to  the  disadvantage  of 
Ae  scholars. 

In  default  of  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  to  appoint 
examiners — a  very  serious  evil,  an  inexcusable  omission  of 
duty  on  the  part  of  the  board — the  examination  of  teachers 
devolves  upon  me  and  the  trustees  of  the  several  districts, 
wWch  has  been  attended  to  according  to  the  law  on  this  sub- 
ject. Our  teachers  possess  a  good  degree  of  qualification 
for  their  work,  but  all  are  not  **  apt  to  teach,"  a  deficiency 
not  so  much  of  knowledge  of  the  branches  taught,  as  of  a 
happr  facility  to  govern  and  instruct,  so  as  to  inspire  the 
love  of  knowledge,  and  to  developo  those  powers  and  capac- 
ities by  which  it  may  be  secured.  Some  of  our  teachers, 
however,  are  doing  nobly.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  visit  their 
schools^ 

ROBERT  STREET, 

Torvn  Superintendent* 


WESTPIELD. 


District  No,  5,  is  th6  only  one  in  the  township  which  keeps 
a  legal  record  of  its  pupils,  and  that  has  not  reported  their 
6 
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attendance.    I  have  made  my  reports  from  records  of  my 
TisitS;  and  they  onfy  approximate  to  the  truth. 

I  purpose,  on  my  next  Tisit  to  the  schools,  to  supply  each 
teacher  with  a  form  to  fill  up,  and  shall  not  be  in  a  hurry  to 
pay  his  order  until  I  receive  the  information  to  which  I  am 
legally  entitled. 

District  No.  4,  (Locust  GroTc,)  has  taken  advantage  of 
the  law  and  erected  a  new  school-house.  District  No.  6, 
(Willow  Grove,)  needs  a  new  school-house,  but  the  inhabi- 
tants, at  their  last  meeting,  did  not  agree  ta  raise  the  requi- 
site funds.  If  you  would  send  me  a  dozen  or  more  copies  of 
the  school  laws,  to  circulate  among  our  trustees  and  people, 
they  would  tend  to  dispel  the  prejudices  which  prevent  rais- 
ing sufficient  funds  for  the  erecting  and  repairing  of  school- 
houses. 

We  have  no  uniform  system  of  school  books  in  this  town- 
ship. But  districts  three,  four,  and  five,  have  done  some- 
thing in  the  way  of  furnishing  their  pupils  with  books. 
They  may  thank  their  teachers  for  that.  Books  could  be 
purchased  by  the  trustees,  and  placed  in  a  library  in  the 
school,  to  be  furnished  to  the  pupils  at  wholesale  prices,  if 
the  law  required  it.  Such  a  law  would  doubtless  save  the 
cause  of  education  in  New  Jersey  more  than  one  thousand 
dollars  yearly,  and  the  scholars  would  have  better  books  in 
the  bargain. 

Last  winter  the  teacher  in  District  No.  1,  informed  me 
that  he  had  ten  varieties  of  arithmetics  to  teach. 

The  teacher  of  No.  4  had  scTenteen  pupils,  and  about  as 
many  classes.  District  No.  5,  with  between  sixty  and  sev- 
enty attending  pupils,  had  only  three  whole  copies  of  any 
variety  of  arithmetic  when  their  present  worthy  teacher 
entered  the  school.  The  other  kinds  of  school  books  in 
said  schools,  were  but  little  betrer. 

If  all  the  school  trustees  of  the  township  were  required 
to  meet  the  superintendent  semi-annually,  three  important 
objects  might  be  gained  by  such  meetings.  First,  teachers 
could  be  examined  or  re-licensed.  Secondly,  suitable  books 
could  be  introduced,  and  worthless  books  expelled  from  the 
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schools.  Thirdly,  arrangements  could  be  made  in  small 
townships  for  at  least  one  school,  similar  to  the  free  acade- 
mies in  large  towns,  where  advanced  scholars  could  hare 
competent  teachers  to  give  them  their  undivided  attention. 

We  would  like  to  show  our  children  an  academy  into 
which  they  may  enter  if  they  please.  Many  parents  would 
gladly  send  their  sons  three  miles,  to  give  them  the  advan- 
tages which  the  children  of  towns  possess. 

The  least  expensive  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  expe- 
ditious method  of  bringing  such  institutions  into  existence, 
is  to  call  all  the  school  trustees  of  each  township  semi-annu- 
ally together,  with  legal  instructions  how  and  when  to  act. 

I  have  seen  no  county  visitors  in  this  township.  One 
dollar  per  day  is  no  compensation  for  such  important  ser- 
vices. 

JONATHAN  CORY,  Jr., 
Town  Superintendent. 


GLOUCESTER  COUNTY. 

DEPTPORD  TOWNSHIP. 

In  filling  up  the  blank  report  received  from  you,  of  the 
condition  of  the  schools  in  this  township,  I  find  great  diffi- 
culty in  correctly  stating  the  number  of  children  who  have 
attended  school  for  the  fractional  periods  of  the  year,  as  I 
was  only  elected  superintendent  last  spring,  and  have  not 
been  able  to  get  a  correct  account  of  the  winter  schools. 
But  I  have  forwarded  them  to  you  about  as  I  received  them 
from  the  trustees,  in  the  way  I  thought  best. 

I  have  received  school  money  to  the  amount  of  sixteen 
hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and  forty-three  cents.  There 
was  no  county  examiner  appointed  by  the  freeholders. 
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I  have  visited  the  schools  generally,  some  of  them  several 
times.  I  think  they  are  doing  as  well  as  formerly.  I  think 
there  is  a  chance  for  improvement  in  school-houses.  I  am 
appropriating  the  money  according  to  school  law. 

N.  S.  ABBOTT, 
Town  Superintendent. 

FRANKLIN. 

In  connection  with  my  report,  I  will  just  say  that  there 
are  twelve  schools  now  open  in  the  township,  two  of  which 
arc  kept  open  during  the  year,  vacations  included,  the  re- 
mainder are  kept  open  from  four  to  nine  months,  all  of  which 
are  supported  by  the  money  received  from  the  state  and 
county,  and  raised  by  tax  in  township  and  districts.  The 
amount  received  from  state,  ,  raised  by  tax  in  the 

township,  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  in  district  number  one, 
six  hundred  dollars,  all  of  which  is  to  be  appropriated  for 
tuition,  examiner  appointed,  teachers  licensed,  condition  of 
school. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  report  that  progress  in  the  several 
branches  taught,  as  I  would  desire.  The  causes,  I  think,  are 
principally  from  irregular  attendance  of  the  scholars,  and 
the  neglect  of  trustees  in  visiting  the  schools,  which  has  a 
great  tendency,  in  my  opinion,  to  impede  the  progress  of  edu- 
cation. 

The  operation  of  the  present  school  law,  I  believe  that 
when  the  people  become  fully  awake  to  their  interests 
in  the  education  of  their  children,  and  the  ofiScers  connected 
with  the  school  department  faithfully  discharge  their  duties, 
that  the  present  law  will  be  attended  with  excellent  results. 

The  school-rooms  in  nearly  all  the  districts,  are  comfort- 
able and  convenient,  with  play-grounds  sufficient  to  accom* 
modate  the  children  for  exercise. 

Thei'e  is  still  a  deficiency  of  uniform  books.  In  my  re- 
port of  the  township,  I  recommended  the  propriety  of  appoint- 
ing a  committee  to  make  a  selection  of  books  of  the  most 
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improved  and  approved  system  of  uniform,  to  be  introduced 
into  all  the  schools  in  the  township,  which  I  am  in  hopes 
will  be  attended  to. 

STEPHEN  G.  PERCH, 
Town  Superintendent. 


GREENWICH. 

In  addition  to  the  statistical  report,  I  find  nothing  of  ma- 
terial interest  to  add,  further  than  to  comply  with  your 
suggestions. 

Ist.  The  amount  paid  per  quarter  for  tuition,  as  set  down 
in  the  fourteenth  column,  is  the  whole  sum  paid  or  received 
by  the  teachers,  being  from  three  cents  per  day  to  five  dol- 
lars per  quarter,  according  to  the  different  branches  taught. 

2d.  Under  the  head  amount  received  from  other  sources, 
as  set  down  in  the  17th  column,  was  received  from  interest 
on  surplus  revenue. 

3d.  The  amount  raised  for  building  and  repairing  school- 
houses,  as  set  down  in  the  eighteenth  column,  was  raised  by 
taxation  in  school  district  number  five,  to  aid  in  building  a 
new  frame  school-house  of  the  first  class;  the  dimensions 
being  twenty-eight  by  thirty-eight  feet,  which  has  just  been 
comDleted. 

4th.  Examiners  have  not  been  appointed  for  the  county 
this  year. 

5th.  The  teachers  have  been  regularly  examined  and  li- 
censed according  to  law. 

There  has  been  no  schools  maintained  free  during  the  past 
year  in  this  township.  The  public  funds  have  been  distrib- 
uted by  the  trustees  in  due  proportion,  through  each  quarter, 
leaving  the  employers  to  settle  the  balance. 

JOHN  STETSER, 
Toicn  Superintendent. 
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HARBISON. 

In  connection  with  my  tabular  report,  I  will  briefly  say 
that  the  popular  interest  in  general  education  in  our  town- 
ship is  increasing.  Our  citizens  are  beginning  to  appreciate 
the  importance  of  employing  better  qualified  teachers  than 
formerly.  In  two  of  our  districts  the  teachers  are  employed 
by  the  year,  at  liberal  salaries.  I  think  this  plan  preferable 
to  the  old  one  of  charging  each  scholar  per  diem.  It  is  one 
much  less  troublesome  to  the  teacher,  and  I  think  more  sat- 
isfactory to  employers.  I  hope  it  will  be  generally  adopted 
in  our  township. 

The  board  of  freeholders,  at  their  last  annual  meeting, 
neglected  to  select  a  county  examiner,  consequently  the  duty 
of  examining  candidates  has  devolved  upon  the  township 
superintendents.  Allow  me  to  suggest  the  importance  of 
amending  the  school  law  in  this  particular,  so  that  the  county 
examiners  may  be  selected  by  the  teacher's  institutes  of  the 
respective  counties.  In  that  case  the  selections  will  be 
made  with  more  reference  to  the  duties  required,  than  at  the 
present  time. 

KEASBY  PANCOAST, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WOOLWICH. 


I  regret  being  unable  to  write  as  flattering  a  report  of  the 
school  operations  in  this  township  as  I  would  wish.  They 
seem  to  be  the  same  as  they  were  when  I  was  first  elected 
superintendent  in  another  township  six  years  ago,  and  that 
is  just  keeping  afloat;  sometimes  with  bright  prospects  and 
flattering  hopes,  then  down,  down  they  sink,  almost  beyond 
resuscitation.  The  fault  is,  the  compensation  of  teachers  i& 
insufficient;  we  want  money  enough  to  keep  the  schools  free, 
or  else  none  at  all.  The  amount  now  raised  and  appropri- 
ated IS  rather  a  curse  than  a  benefit,  that  is  the  sole  cause  of 
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the  dissatisfaction  and  opposition  to  the  school  interests,  aa 
far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging. 

We  want  teachers  from  the  Normal  school,  and  to  be  en- 
gaged to  teach  for  a  longer  term  than  three  or  six  months, 
as  is  now  the  case.  We  want  the  trustees,  as  well  as  the 
parents,  to  visit  the  schools.  I  do  not  know  of  a  single 
visit  being  made  by  a  parent  during  my  term  of  office.  We 
want  a  nniform  system  of  teaching,  such  as  can  be  acquired 
at  a  Normal  school,  and  a  uniform  set  of  books  to  be  nsed 
throughout  the  township.  And  until  these  changes  are  ef- 
fected, our  schools  will  not  prosper  as  they  should.  All  the 
teachers  have  been  licensed.  There  were  no  county  exam- 
iners appointed  for  this  year. 

THOS.  REEVES, 
Town  Superintendent. 


HUNTERDON  COUNTY. 


BETHLEHEM  TOWNSHIP. 


Herewith  you  have  my  report  for  the  present  year.    All 
tbe  money  thus  far  expended  has  been  on  orders  from  the 
district  trustees,  indorsed  by  the  teachers.    As  no  register 
is  kept  in  our  schools,  it  is  impossible  to  give  you  a  true  ac- 
count of  the  number  of  children  attending  school  at  the  dif- 
ferent periods  of  the  year.    I  believe,  however,  that  the 
estimation  I  have  made  is  not  far  from  being  correct.    In 
my  calculations,  I  have  not  taken  into  account  any  of  the 
part  districts  where  the.  school  house  was  located  out  of  the 
township.    The  board  of  chosen  freeholders  have  not  elected 
examiners  for  this  county  the  present  year.     Two  schools 
have  been  kept  free  only  a  part  of  the  year.    In  most  of  the 
districts  the  public  funds  are  divided,  so  that  the  teacher 
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receives  a  certain  proportion  on  each  quarter,  collecting  the 
balance  from  his  employers ;  this  plan  seems  to  give  the 
best  satisfaction,  owing  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  poorer 
class  of  children  are  compelled  to  labor  during  the  summer 
months,  consequently  the  winter  season  is  the  only  oppor- 
tunity they  have  of  going  to  school,  and  by  appropriating  a 
certain  portion  of  the  public  money  on  each  quartet  daring 
the  whole  year,  the  rights  of  all  are  respected,  and  a  better 
feeling  exists.  As  to  the  teachers  employed  in  this  town 
ship,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  believe  they  are  laborious 
and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  they  are  called 
on  to  perform.  As  a  whole  body,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  they  will  compare  favorably  with  any  township  in  the 
county.  In  visiting  their  schools,  I  have  found  them  uni- 
formly friendly  and  courteous,  and  their  schools  in  order 
and  discipline  commendable.  From  the  opportunities  I 
have  had  of  learning  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  this 
township,  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  a  great  ma- 
jority is  in  favor  of  a  ^ve\l  regulated  free  school  law^  op- 
pcrating  equally  all  over  the  state,  and  our  free  school 
system  will  never  be  what  it  should  until  our  state  passes  a 
general  law  making  the  schools  entirely  free  throughout  the 
state.  This  duty  she  owes  to  her  children,  and  being  abund- 
antly able,  she  ought  to  perform  it  without  further  delay.  The 
present  system  of  raising  money  or  not,  as  the  majority  hap- 
pens to  be  in  favor  or  against,  is  a  source  of  much  trouble 
and  ill  feeling,  and  ought  to  be  set  aside  and  a  general  law 
enacted  in  its  stead,  giving  the  blessings  of  a  good  educa- 
tion to  every  child,  whether  they  be  rich  or  poor,  in  the 
whole  state. 

MOSES  FARROW, 
Town  Superintendents 


DELAWARE. 


I  hereby  transmit  the  annual  report  for  this  township. 
The  interest  manifested  in  the  welfare  of  our  public  schools 
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is  increasing.  The  schools  are,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
supplied  with  competent  teachers.  If  we  could  have  a 
uniform  system  of  text  books  in  our  public  schools,  it  would 
materially  add  to  the  interest  and  improvement  of  them. 
Our  public  money  is  divided,  a  portion  to  each  term,  and  no 
school  has  been  kept  free  the  past  year.  Parents  and  guar- 
dians have  been  willing  to  pay  in  most  of  th^  schools  larger 
salaries  to  teachers  than  formerly,  which  secures  to  them 
better  teachers.  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary,  fur- 
nished by  the  state,  has  been  placed  in  nearly  all  the  schools. 

HENRY  P.  TROUT, 

Town  Superintendent. 


LAMBERTVILLE. 

The  town  of  Lambertville,  which  comprises  this  school 
district,  has  one  public  school  house,  built  of  brick,  con- 
taining six  rooms,  with  ante-rooms  attached  for  children's 
hats,  <fec.  The  house  is  in  good  repair,  very  convenient,  and 
in  a  healthy  and  beautiful  situation,  commanding  a  view  of 
the  town  and  adjacent  country.  Large  play  grounds  are 
also  attaclied  to  the  school  house. 

The  state  appropriation  for  the  past  year  in  this  district, 
amounted  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  sixty- 
two  cents;  the  district  meeting  appropriated  six  hundred 
dollars  to  pay  part  of  the  principal  and  the  interest  of  the 
debt  on  our  school  house,  and  twelve  hundred  dollars  raised 
by  town  for  educational  purposes,  making  a  total  of  two 
thousand  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  sfxty  two  cents,  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  the  public  school  in  this  district. 

One  male  and  five  female  teachers  have  been  employed 
during  the  whole  of  the  last  year  in  our  school,  and  it  has 
been  kept  open  ten  months. 

In  the  district  we  have  five  hundred  and  forty-two  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  hundred  and  seventy-two  have  attended 
our  public  school,  some  of  which,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
accompanying  report,  attended  but  a  short  time ;   a  large 
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portion  attended  only  six  months,  which  is  occasioned  by 
the  opening,  in  April  last,  of  a  free  school,  in  connection 
with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  this  place,  and  has  now 
one  hundred  children  in  attendance.  We  have  also  in  this 
district  a  school  for  boys  and  girls,  numbering  twenty-six, 
in  which  the  common  English  branches  are  taught ;  another 
school  of  nine'  boys,  studying  the  classics  and  mathematics, 
preparatory  to  entering  college,  and  also  a  female  seminary, 
in  which  the  higher  English  branches  are  taught,  with  music, 
French,  &c. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  precisely  how  often  the  school 
has  been  visited  by  the  superintendent  and  trustees  during 
the  past  year,  as  there  has  been  no  register  kept  for  the 
purpose  in  the  school.  The  superintendent  has  visited  at 
least  six  times,  during  the  seven  months  the  school  has  been 
open,  since  his  appointment  to  that  oflSce,  two  of  the  trustees 
probably  twice  each,  and  one  certainly  not  at  all,  and  as  it 
may  readily  be  perceived,  they  are  unacquainted  with  its 
wants,  and  it  is  therefore  not  as  efficient  as  it  would  be  if  they 
took  a  greater  interest  in  its  success. 

Although  there  have  been  some  difficulties  to  encounter, 
I  am  happy  to  state  the  advancement  in  our  public  school 
is  encouraging,  some  of  the  higher  classes  especially,  show  a 
mind  well  trained  to  reasoning,  and  master  some  of  their 
studies  in  a  way  that  would  be  creditable  to  much  older 
persons. 

WM.  COWIN, 
Tomn  SuperintendenL 

Earitax. 

I  have  but  little  to  add  and  nothing  that  is  interesting  or 
encouraging  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  this 
township.  One  thing  is  certain,  we  make  little  or  no  ad- 
vancement ;  and  this,  in  a  great  measure,  is  owing  to  the 
want  of  interest  manifested  by  the  people  in  the  cause  of 
education.  A  very  few  of  the  districts  show  any  symptoms 
of  improvement  or  desire  to  elevate  their  schools  above  the 
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condition  they  were  in  years  gone  by.  In  those,  their 
interest  is  plainly  manifest  to  the  eye  of  a  casnal  observer 
from  the  degree  of  thrift,  neatness  and  comfort  that  dwell 
in  and  aronnd  the  school  houses.  But  in  the  others,  there 
is  nothing  that  indicates  any  improvement — they  are  poorly 
provided  with  comfortable  and  convenient  houses,  and  the 
internal  arrangements  give  evident  tokens  of  great  antiquity 
and  cruel  torture  to  young  and  tender  constitutions. 

In  this  county  we  have  no  board  of  examiners,  and  con- 
sequently this  duty  devolves  upon  the  superintendents  and 
trustees.  This  is  a  great  error  and  should  be  remedied, 
and  until  something  is  eflFected  to  reform  the  evil,  the  cause 
of  education  must  and  will  suffer.  It  leads  to  the  exceed- 
ingly dangerous  practice  of  employing  teachers  that  are.  in 
the  majority  of  instances,  incompetent  and  worse  than 
worthless.  No  teacher  should  ever  be  allowed  to  enter  a 
school  room  for  tfie  purpose  of  teaching,  or  be  employed 
by  a  body  of  trustees,  until  he  produces  a  certificate  of 
license  from  the  proper  authorities.  As  the  custom  is  at 
present,  the  teachers  capabilities  and  qualifications  arc  never 
scrutinized,  nor  even  thought  of  until  the  time  arrives  to 
draw  the  public  funds,  after  having  occupied  the  post  of 
teacher  three  or  six  months.  This  fact  places  the  superin- 
tendent in  very  peculiar  circumstances  to  performh  is  duties 
faithfully  and  in  accordance  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
law,  and  in  justice  to  the  great  interests  of  education,  he 
should  reject  the  greater  majority  of  applicants;  in  doing 
this  he  will  bring  down  the  wrath  and  indignation  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  district,  as  well  as  the  trustees.  In  many 
instances,  the  teacher  being  a  relative  of  some  one  or  more 
of  the  trustees,  or  in  some  way  a  part  or  parcel  of  the 
district. 

This  must  in  some  way  be  remedied,  if  we  ever  expect  to 
have  our  schools  placed  upon  a  proper  basis.  Nothing  but 
a  positive  enactment  to  this  effect  will  ever  work  a  change. 
•  In  this  as  well  as  the  adjoining  townships,  it  is  a  very 
difficult  matter  to  gain  any  true  statistics  relative  to  the  state, 
condition  or  progress  of  the  schools.    Not  one  of  the  dis- 
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tricts  have  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  last 
winter;  no  book  of  records  has  been  kept,  and  all  the  facts 
reported  to  you  have  had  to  be  gleaned  little  by  little,  from 
the  memory  or  supposition  of  teachers.  Thus  you  see, 
nothing  submitted  in  my  report  can  be  very  reliable,  based 
as  they  are  upon  such  facts  as  could  be  recollected  by  those 
occupying  the  post  of  teachers. 

In  conclusion,  we  need  something  more  stringent  in  the 
law  to  arouse  parents,  trustees,  teachers  and  superintendents 
to  the  proper  fulfilment  of  their  duties,  before  our  schools 
will  become  such  as  they  ought  to  be. 

J.  ALFRED  GRAY. 

Town  Superintendent. 


BEADINGTON. 

■ 

The  whole  number  of  districts  in  this  township  is  twelve, 
and  five  parts,  making  seventeen  in  all.  The  school-houses 
of  the  township  are  all  frame  buildings,  except  one,  which 
is  of  stone ;  two  of  them  are  two  stories  high,  and  ten  but 
one  story.  All  are  in  good  repair ;  five  have  play-grounds 
attaclied,  and  seven  have  the  public  highway — the  very  place 
where  scholars  ought  not  to  be.  Seven  are  supplied  with 
the  proper  furniture  and  apparatus,  and  five  are  not.  I  have 
made  sixteen  visits  to  the  diflferent  schools  since  the  first  of 
April  last,  the  trustees  being  present  at  each  visit  except 
one.  From  the  first  of  April  last,  I  have  examined  and  li- 
censed seven  teachers,  renewed  licenses  for  four,  and  rejected 
one. 

No  county  examiners  have  been  appointed  in  this  county ; 
our  freeholders  were  urged  to  appoint  them  last  spring,  but 
refused  to  do  it.  It  appears  to  me  that  in  case  the  board  of 
freeholders  refuse  to  appoint  examiners,  they  (the  freehold- 
ers) should  be  required  by  law  to  examine  the  teachers. 

Our  schools  were  furnished  with  registers  last  spring,  since 
which  time  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  making  out  a  correct 
report. 
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There  have  been  no  free  schools  during  the  past  year  in 
this  township.  The  public  funds  have  been  distributed  in 
due  proportion  through  each  quarter.  Will  not  the  present 
legislature  give  us  a  law  to  use  the  revenues  of  the  state  for 
schools  ?  We  think  our  schools  are  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion, and  the  cause  of  education  advancing  in  our  township. 

GEORGE  W.  VROOM, 
Town  Superintendent. 

UNION. 

There  are  no  county  examiners.    The  schools  of  the  town- 
ship have,  in  no  case,  been  kept  free.    The  money  coming 
from  the  state  is  divided  among  those  who  attend  school ;  a 
portion  of  it  in  each  term  that  is  taught;  this  being  found 
to  produce  the  most  benefit  to  the  children,  as  well  as  the 
employers.    This  is  all  that  is  to  be  divided  among  them, 
as  you  perceive  we  raise  no  money  at  our  town  meetings. 
The  difficulty  in  doing  so,  instead  of  getting  less,  actually 
increases  every  year,  and  forms,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the 
principal  objections  to  our  present  school  law.    Another  is, 
the  mode  of  licensing  teachers  by  the  several  boards  of  dis- 
trict trustees.    As  it  is  now  practiced,  it  is  no  protection  to 
the  persons  sending  to  school  the  pupil,  that  they  will  be 
supplied  with  a  competent  teacher.    All  the  power  the  su- 
perintendent has,  is  to  appoint  a  time  for  himself  and  the 
trustees  of  the  district  to  meet  and  examine  the  teacher. 
Now,  in  all  cases  in  which  trustees  have  employed  a  teacher, 
they  will  license,  let  the  requirements  be  what  they  may. 
The  superintendent  feels  it  his  duty  to  appoint  the  time  and 
meet  the  trustees.    The  license  is  sure,  at  least  as  long  as 
any  public  money  lasts.    And  the  teacher  is  then  a  candidate 
for  another  school  where  there  is  some  **  free  money,"  and 
some  of  them  roam  from  district  to  district,  seeking  that 
especial  object,  considering  it  a  species  of  public  plunder, 
instead  of  an  offering  set  apart  by  the  state  to  train  minds 
for  immortality.    I  hope  to  see  a  better  state  of  things  bo- 
fore  long.  JOHN  BLANE, 

Tovm  Superintendent 
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HUDSON  COUNTY. 


HARRISON  TOWNSHIP. 


At  the  last  annual  town  meeting,  I  was  elected  town  sn- 
perintendant  of  schools  for  Harrison  township,  in  the  county 
of  Hudson.  This  township  has  been  divided  into  three 
school  districts,  Passaic,  Meadow,  and  East  Newark.  There 
has  been  no  school  in  Passaic  for  some  years ;  the  children 
have  been  sent  to  the  Meadow  district  school,  and  therefore 
the  trustees  for  the  Meadow  district,  John  Duke,  John  Boyd, 
Jr.,  and  John  Fullanger,  have  made  a  list  of  the  children  in 
these  two  districts  as  one,  viz.,  ninety  children.  A  school- 
house  has  been  built  in  the  Meadow  district  in  a  suitable 
situation,  and  the  land  has  been  purchased,  on  which  it  stands, 
for  fifty-five  dollars.  Mr.  Robert  Boody  has  been  teaching 
school  for  some  years  past,  he  continues  his  school  twelve 
weeks  in  a  quarter,  five  days  in  each  week ;  school  begins  at 
nine  in  the  morning,  and  continues  until  twelve,  commences 
at  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  remains  until  four  or  five.  He 
has  about  forty  scholars,  twenty  girfe,  and  twenty  boys; 
average  attendance  is  thirty-four ;  his  compensation  received 
from  me  thus  far,  has  been  sixty-five  dollars  a  quarter ; 
nearly  twenty  of  his  scholars  have  been  sent  from  East  New- 
ark district.  He  has  been  using  in  this  school  Teacher's 
Assistant  Practical  Arithmetic,  Comly's  Spelling  and 
Reading  Book,  Saunders'  Second  Reader,  Mr.  Griffin's 
Second  Reader,  Columbian  Orator,  Lovell's  United  States 
Speaker,  Concise  System  of  Geography,  G.  R.  0.  Smith, 
Emma  Willard's  History  of  the  United  States,  abridged  for 
schools. 

I  proposed  that  each  scholar  should  read  a  verse  in  the 

Bible  to  commence  school,  unless  the  parents  sent  a  written 

■^^'-     request  that  their  child  should  not  read  a  verse,  believing 

that  education  without  religion  is  vain  and  useless ;  that  the 

Bible  is  the  comer-stone  and  key-stone  of  our  free  institu- 
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tions,  that  no  person  can  object  to  its  precepts  or  its  moral- 
ity ;  and  unless  we  follow  those  precepts,  our  civil  and  re- 
ligions liberty  will  be  swept  away  by  ignorance  and  crime. 

In  East  Newark  district,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  finding 
a  room,  they  have  only  recently  established  a  school.  The 
number  of  children  in  that  district  is  two  hundred  and 
twenty-three.  Mr.  James  Irving  has  been  the  only  active 
trustee. 

Mr.  Mayhew  in  a  late  work  on  the  means  and  ends  of  edu- 
cation, throws  out  some  very  useful  hints.  **  Scholars  should 
read  what  they  can  thoroughly  understand.  They  will  thus 
become  more  interested  in  their  reading ;  and  read  much 
more  extensively,  not  only  while  young,  but  in  after  life. 
The  teacher  in  arithmetic  should  add  practical  questions,  till 
the  class  can  readily  apply  the  principles  of  each  rule  to  the 
ordinary  transactions  of  business. 

"  It  ought  to  be  the  object  of  government  to  see  how  high 
free  schools  and  free  institutions  can  raise  the  great  mass  of 
population.  Diligent  effort  should  be  made  to  arouse  the 
public  mind  to  an  appreciation  of  the  importance  and  neces- 
sity of  universal  education.  Public  opinion  should  condemn 
every  citizen  who  does  not  educate  his  children  to  read  and 
▼rite.'' 

My  impression  is  that  no  child  bom  in  this  country  should 
vote,  unless  he  could  read  and  write.  This  would  be  my 
naturalization  law. 

The  Massachusetts  Colony  laws  of  sixteen  hundred  and 
forty-two,  fined  every  parent  who  did  not  educate  his  chil- 
dren. The  laws  of  that  state,  passed  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty,  in  relation  to  education,  recognises  this  principle. 
The  legislature  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  prevention  of  crime, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  instilling  into  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  her  citizens  principles  of  virtue  and  intelligence,  might 
compel  every  parent  or  guardian  to  educate  their  children. 
What  a  noble  spectacle  would  be  presented,  if  every  child 
in  New  Jersey  pould  read  and  write. 

WALTER  RUTHERFORD, 

Town  Superintendents 
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HOBOEEK* 


Enclosed  I  hand  you  the  report  of  the  public  schools  of 
the  city  of  Hoboken,  under  my  charge  as  superintendent. 
I  have  no  details  to  add  to  my  more  extended  report  of  last 
year,  except  that,  owing  to  the  exertions  of  the  present  trus- 
tees and  a  change  in  some  of  the  teachers,  the  scholars  are 
progressing  very  favorably,  and  the  schools  are  popular^ 
This  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact,  that  whilst  in  the  city  of 
New  York  one-third  is  deemed  the  usual  proportion  of  chil- 
dren attending  the  public  schools,  we  have  rather  exceeding 
one-half.  We  have  no  public  school  buildings  belonging  to 
the  city,  and  have  (as  I  stated  last  year)  been  indebted  to 
the  Messrs.  Stevens  for  buildings,  and  they  have  this  year 
raised  and  furnished  another  of  three  stories,  and  free  of 
rent-charge,  so  that  notwithstanding  the  paltry  amount  of 
appropriation  from  the  state  ti-easury,  I  trust  to  be  able  to 
meet  the  increased  expenses,  without  the  necessity  for  appeal- 
ing to  our  citizens. 

The  only  suggestion  I  have  to  offer  is,  the  hope  that  the 
subject  of  public  school  appropriations  will  be  brought  be- 
fore the  legislature,  that  a  more  liberal  provision  may  be 
made  from  the  public  revenues,  for  extending  the  blessings 
of  education.  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  sentiment  prevailing 
with  our  legislators,  that  the  people  of  New  Jersey  would 
never  return  them  to  their  seats  if  they  passed  such  a  law; 
but,  in  my  humble  opinion,  it  is  an  insult  to  the  people  of 
New  Jersey,  and  whenever  a  fair  expression  of  public  senti- 
ment is  brought  to  bear,  that  it  will  be  found  to  be  largely 
in  favor  of  a  more  liberal  policy. 

EDMUND  CHARLES, 
Town  Superintendent. 


NORTH  BE11GEN% 


I  have  numbered  the  respebtive  columns,  and  submit  some 
remarks  respectfully  under  each  in  order. 
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1.  The  BIX  districts  are  wholly  within  thd  township,  ex- 
cepting one.  But  the  body  of  the  population  lies  within  it, 
and  the  school  house  is  situated  within  the  township.  The 
relative  proportion  of  children  is  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  in  North  Bergen  township,  and  that  of  Hackensack 
township,  Bergen  county,  is  forty-eighty 

2.  Reports  have  been  received  from  each  of  the  districts 
having  school  houses,  excepting  one  at  Secaucus,  oq  inat- 
lated  district  of  small  population,  and  in  which  the  school  is 
temporarily  closed.  I  have  given  the  correct  statistics 
involved  in  the  district,  from  my  personal  knowledge. 

3.  In  explanation  of  the  deficiency  of  school  houses  in  the 
township,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  districts  are  of 
unequal  dimensions,  and  the  alteration  of  boundary  lines 
next  to  impossible.    In  one  of  these,  the  whole  number  of 
children  of  legal  age  is  but  twenty-six.    This  district  had 
been  a  part  of  the  large  one  of  New  Durham  number  four, 
but  was  united  to  that  of  the  English  neighborhood  gate,  in 
Bergen  county.     Owing  to  dissatisfaction  they  withdrew  at 
a  period  when  the  former  district  of  New  Durham  had  been 
incorporated,  and  it  was  impossible  to  reunite.     The  dis- 
tance from  the  New  Durham  school  house  is  over  two  miles. 
The  children  are  taught  in  private  schools  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  adjacent  districts.     The  remaining  district  was 
deprived  of  a  school  house  by  the  division  of  the  township, 
occasioned  by  the  incorporation   of  the  city  of  Hudson. 
The  school  district  had  not  been  incorporated,  and  the 
school  house  falling  without  the  limits  of  the  present  town- 
ship, it  was  anxiously  desired  on  my  part  to  annex  the  xem- 
nant  to  West  Hoboken  school  district,  lying  within  the  town- 
ship, but  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter  refused  to  alter  their 
local  boundaries,  thus  leaving  over  forty  children  without 
the  opportunity  of  being  educated,  except  at  a  very  great 
expense.    This  will  be  understood  when  it  is  stated  that 
the  sum  of  $2000  or  $2500  is  raised  by  the  whole  tow-n  at 
the  spring  meeting,  and  distributed  in  the  proportion  of 
children  in  each  district.    It  may  be  proper  to  add  that  the 

inhabitants  of  the  district  would  not  co-operate  with  the 
7 
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superintendent  in  his  eflForts  to  provide  them  with  the  pro- 
posed opportunities  of  instruction.  Of  the  remaining  dia- 
tricts  it  will  be  suflScient  to  add  that  two  of  them  are  divided 
into  two  apartments,  and  employ  each  a  male  and  female 
teacher. 

4.  Tliis  column  is  exactly  correct. 

5.  6.  7.  8.  9.  These  figures  are  approximations  made  after 
careful  personal  investigation,  and  may  be  relied  on  as  the 
nearest  possible  that  can  be  made.  In  column  9,  the  num- 
ber given  is  of  children  in  the  public  schools.  It  would, 
however,  be  wrong  to  infer  that  all  the  balance  of  thirteen 
hundred  and  nineteen  had  been  without  any  instruction 
during  the  year.  A  number  of  these  has  been  instructed  in 
Sunday  schools.  Not  a  few  have  acquired  the  knowledge 
of  letters  and  the  art  of  reading  in  the  Sunday  schools, 
while  ift  the  single  districts  of  New  Durham,  there  are  now 
not  less  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  children  in  select  and 
parochial  schools. 

10.  No  remarks. 

11.  The  number  of  colored  children  is  about  twelve,  none 
of  whom  have  ever  been  induced,  although  means  have  been 
used  to  induce  them  to  enter  the  public  schools. 

12.  No  remarks. 

13.  This  does  not  include  vacations.  Each  of  the  schools 
has  been  in  operation  all  the  year  excepting  one,  which  has 
been  closed  three  months. 

14.  In  this  township  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  a  district 
school,  unless  it  be  free.  Where  the  districts  are  too  small 
to  allow  a  suflScient  distribution  for  this  purpose,  it  is  alike 
out  of  the  question  to  erect  a  school  house  or  to  employ  a 
teacher.  And  the  influence  of  the  surrounding  free  schools 
contributes  greatly  to  this  result. 

15.  Raised  by  **  special  act,"  the  assessment  being  made 
Bpon  the  property  of  the  whole  township. 

16.  The  serai-annual  appropriation  in  May  last,  and  the 
quarterly  appropriation  in  October,  are  included  in  thia 
column.  The  latter  sum  has  not  yet  reached  the  superin- 
tendent, up  to  date. 
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18.  IF  this  sum  ($650)  was  assessed  for  enlarging  the 
^Iiool  house  in  West  Hoboken,  the  remainder  was  for  a 
new  building  at  BulFs  Ferry*  In  the  latter  place  the  trus- 
tees and  patrons  adopt  the  method  of  dividing  the  cost  of 
their  contemplated  school  house  by  successive  annual  assess- 
ments. 

19.  The  sum  given  is  that  which  is  assessed,  not  that  which 
has  been  distributed.  The  distribution  is  about  twenty- 
four  hundred  dollars.  The  payments  of  public  money  are 
so  dilatory  and  in  such  small  sums,  that  notice  of  appropria- 
tions cauuot  be  sent,  as  is  contemplated  in  the  statute,  for 
the  superintendent  cannot  appropriate  that  which  he  has 
not  received.  There  is  due  from  the  collector,  town  com- 
mittee and  constables,  the  sum  of  $1026,  to  the  schools  of 
the  township,  all  of  it  for  a  year,  and  a  portion  for  two 
years.  I  cannot  withhold  from  you  the  knowledge  of  this 
fact,  or  i-efi-ain  from  noticing  the  extreme  difficulty  of  get- 
ting hold  of  the  public  money.  In  an  exhibit  of  the  state 
of  the  public  schools  of  the  township,  so  important  an  item 
saould  not  pass  without  observation.  If  it  should  be  asked 
how  with  an  annual  deficit  from  this  cause  free  schools  are 
still  maintained,  it  is  answered  that  the  districts  which  have 
a  small  population  are  compelled  to  close  their  schools, 
'v^hile  the  over  populous  districts,  by  reason  of  the  great 
ratio  of  children,  draw  an  amount  of  the  whole  sum  assessed 
actually  beyond  what  is  required,  and  are  thus  able  to  con- 
tinue their  schools,  even  under  a  deficit.  Of  course,  sir^ 
these  remarks  are  confided  to  your  judgment,  and  are  not 
made  with  a  view  to  any  undue  publicity. 

20.  No  remarks. 

21.  No  remarks. 

22.  No  remarks. 

23.  The  salary  of  male  teachers  falls  below  $500,  oidy  in 
a  single  instance. 

24.  No  I'emarks. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  anything  to  these  suggestive 
facts.  It  is  simply  evident  that  the  township,  the  honor  and 
responsibility  of  whose  school  superintendence  is  confided 
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to.  the-  uadcrsigned,  cannot  but  labor  under  the  most  serious 
disadvantage,  arising  from  the  inequality  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts and  the  insuperable  difficulty  of  altering  their  terri- 
torial limits. 

The  undersigned,  in  obedience  to  directions,  adds  that 
the  law  respecting  county  examiners  is  strictly  complied 
with  by  tlic  chosen  freeholders,  and  that  so  far  as  the  town- 
ship 13  concerned,  is  applied  to  the  licensing  of  all  our 
teachers*.^ 

WM.  Y.  V.  MABOW, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MERCER  COUNTY. 


EAST  WINDSOR  TOWNSHIP. 


In  this  township  there  has  been  more  interest  manifested 
in  schctola  for  the  past  year  than  the  preceding  year.  We 
liave.  several  districts  that  we  have  excellent  schools  in ;  but 
stiE  there  needs  more  interest  manifested  by  parents  and 
guardians^  or  we  shall  nevqr  have  our  schools  what  they 
should  be.  There  is  one  other  fault  in  our  schools,  that  one- 
half  of  the  hpuses  that  school  is  taught  in,  are  not  fit  for 
stables,  being  very  cold  and  badly  ventilated.  The  child, 
in  going  to  school^  should  have  a  comfortable  place ;  or,  by 
not  furnishing  such  a  place,  he  is  very  apt  to  think  he  is  neg- 
Icctedy  and  he  has  good  cause  to  think  so. 

JOHN  BUTCHER, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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HAMILTON. 

Our  schools  in  Hamilton,  I  honestly  believe,  hare  iiot  .sim- 
ply remained  stationary,  but  have  advanced  in  all  substantial 
elements  of  improvement.     We  have  a  corps  of  teachers 
among  us,  not  easily  surpassed,  in  talent,  tact,  scholastic  at- 
tainments, with  moral  and  educational  qualifications,  requi- 
Bite  for  all  the  demands  of  an  ordinary,  and  in  many  respects, 
extraordinary  education.     An  increased  interest  as  mani- 
fested both  by  parents  and  children,  and  laudable  emulation 
is  created,  among  our  several  districts,  for  superior  excel- 
lence in  scholarship.     I  should  think,  indeed,  that  we  are 
twenty-five  per  cent,  ahead  of  any  period  before.    This  is  a 
general  opinion ;  I  must  be  brief.    Here  I  send  you  a  copy 
of  rules,  which  you  can  insert  as  a  part  of  my  annual  Tcport : 

PUBLIC  SCHOOL  REGULATIOXS. 

Order,  obedience  and  diligence  in  the  piipil,  energy  .and 
vigilance,  tact  and  system  in  the  teacher,  constitute  the  pri- 
mary principles  of  school  government.    Moral  culture.,  irith 
intellectual  scholai-ship,  philosophy  and  religion,  the  light  of 
reason  and  light  of  revelation  must  harmonise.    Ample  pre- 
paration for  the  every-day  duties  of  life,  its  scenes  Jtf  trial 
and  suflfering,  action  and  responsibility,  self-esteem  and  self- 
control,  with  self-knowledge,  should  be  encouraged  by  pre- 
cept and  example.    Dignity  of  feeling,  resolution  and  forti- 
tude, manly  contempt  of  all  that  is  little  and  low ;  mildness 
and  moderation  in  language,  passion  and  behavior,  tt  all 
times  inculcated.    Liberality  of  sentiment  towards  all  men, 
of  all  opinions,  rights  and  interests,  hostility  to  nothing  but 
bigotry,  superstition  and  violence  in  faith  and  conscience. 

EuLE  1.  The  entire  control  of  the  school  is  entrasted  to 
the  teacher,  whose  authority  and  action  are  responsiWe  to 
none  but  the  trustees. 

EuLE  2.  These  rules,  sanctioned  by  the  approval  ,Df  the 
trustees,  shall  be  binding  upon  every  teacher  and  pujpil  con- 
nected with  the  public  schools  of  Hamilton  township. 
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EuLE  3.  Prompt  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  the 
teacher,  shall  be  obligatory  upon  everj  scholar,  and  shall  be 
subject  to  reproof,  correction,  or  dismassal,  for  disrespectful 
language,  or  insolent  demeanor;  no  respect  for  age,  name^ 
or  position. 

Rule  4.  Order  and  propriety  of  behavior,  regard  for 
personal  feelings,  mutual  rights,  friendliness  of  intercourse, 
and  manly  politeness,  shall  be  an  universal  duty. 

Rule  6.  Diligence  in  study,  quietness  of  deportment, 
and  9.  careful  avoidance  of  all  conduct  tending  to  interrupt 
the  progressive  action  of  the  school,  shall  be  strictly  enforced 
by  the  teacher. 

Rule  6.  No  book  contrary  to  the  approval  of  the  teacher 
'shall  be  introduced  into  the  school. 

Rule  7.  Cleanliness  of  person  and  neatness  of  attire  are 
expected  of  all. 

Rule  8.  Profane  language,  indecent  expressions,  low, 
mean,  and  filthy  habits,  fighting,  quarreling,  throwing  stones, 
trespassing^  defiling  or  defacing  the  buildings,  furniture,  or 
books,  in  a  word,  all  ways  of  a  violent  character,  shall  be 
strictly  prohibited. 

Rule  9.  Each  scholar,  entering  and  leaving  school,  shall 
address  the  teacher  with  a  becoming  salutation. 

Rule  10.  Late  attendance,  imperfect  lessons,  careless  or 
clumsy  recitations,  slovenliness  in  dress,  looks  or  habits  of 
sitting,  walking,  rudeness  of  conduct,  indeed  the  general 
tiharacter  of  behavior,  or  scholarship,  shall  be  accurately 
lioted  in  the  school  register,  and  either  reported  to  the  pa- 
rents, or  read  publicly  at  the  quarterly  examinations,  and 
each  one  rewarded  according  to  his  proficiency. 

Rule  11.  Each  school  shall  be  opened  by  reading  a  suit- 
able portion  of  the  Bible,  without  reference  to  sectarian 
distinctions  of  doctrine,  creed,  ceremony,  or  church  govern- 
ment 

RtJLE  12.  Yocal  music  shall  be  taught  in  all  our  public 
schools — scientifically  if  possible,  and  if  not,  at  least  fre- 
quent exercises  in  the  practice  of  singing  is  considered  indis- 
pcfBsible ;  on  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  of  each  day,  or 
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every  other  day,  appropriated  to  this  duty.    Children  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  permitted  to  retire. 

Rule  13.  Daily  exercises  on  the  black-board,  as  the 
learning  of  practical  and  difficult  rules,  and  original  and  il- 
lustrative examples  given,  independent  of  the  book,  also 
mental  arithmetic,  the  doing  of  elementary  sums  in  the  head, 
deemed  of  special  importance. 

EuLE  14.  Frequent  exercises  in  orthography,  performed 
on  slates,  in  classes,  including  all  difficult  words. 

Rule  15.  Also  the  same  exercises  in  geography,  as  the 
principal  points  and  questions  learned  by  rote,  in  classes,  or 
singing  in  concert. 

Rule  16.  Original  composition  shall  be  required  of  each 
Bcholar,  and  a  similar  performance  in  select  speaking ;  also 
the  elements  of  drawing,  perspective  and  painting. 

Rule  17.  Each  teacher  shall  be  required  to  hold  a  public 
examination  and  exhibition  of  his  scholars,  and  to  render 
this  performance  more  entertaining,  there  shall  be  additional 
exercises  in  speaking  and  singing  by  the  children.  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  to  be  present,  with  the  town  su- 
perintendent, to  inspect  the  exercises,  and  to  make  an  im- 
partial report  of  all  the  district  schools,  and  their  relative 
or  separate  character  for  excellence  or  otherwise,  and  to  be 
read  publicly  at  the  Spring  election,  making  the  school  the 
fair  (or  foul)  representation  or  index  of  the  qualifications  of 
the  teacher. 

Rule  18.  That,  when  a  teacher  is  employed  for  a  given 
salary  per  term,  that  sixty-six  days  shall  be  considered  a 
quarter,  and  that  these  sixty-six  days  shall  extend  throughout 
the  entire  quarter  of  three  months,  thus  allowing  every 
other  Saturday  as  holiday,  unless  other  terms  than  these  be 
contracted  for  by  the  trustees. 

Rule  19.  These  rules  shall  be  read  publicly  once  a  week 
at  least,  in  every  school,  and  a  copy  of  them  suspended  in 
some  conspicuous  place  in  the  school  room. 
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TIMES  OF  EXHIBITIONS  AND  EXAMINATIONS. 

One  o^clockj  afternoon. 
DisTUiCT  No.   1  — 2d  Saturday  April,  July,  October,  January. 


(( 


*»       2— 1st 


June,  Sept.,  December,  March. 
June,  Sept.,  December,  March. 
May,  August,  November,  Feb. 
May,  August,  November,  Feb. 
June,  Sept.,  December,  March. 
May,  August,  November,  Feb. 
April,  July,  October,  January. 
**     10 — 1st  Friday,  April,  July,  October,  January. 

SAMUEL  T.  DUFFELL, 

Town  Superintendent. 


u  «  4— 2d 

«<  ««  5— 2d 

a  "  6— 3d 

"  «  8— 4th 

«i  ic  9— 3d 


PRINCETON. 

-ft^  my  attention  has  not,  until  the  present  year,  been  part 
ticularly  directed  to  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  of 
our  township,  I  am  unable  to  say  whether  they  are  now  more 
or  less  efficient  than  formerly.  They  are  at  present  certainly 
not  what  they  ought  to  be.  Owing  to  the  limited  appropri- 
ation for  their  support,  they  have  been  closed  nearly  half 
the  year.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  impossible  that 
the  results  should  be  very  satisfactory.  I  trust  that  more 
liberal  provision  will  be  made  for  the  coming  year. 

To  establish  in  the  town  a  permanent  school,  of  a  grade 
adapted  to  the  educational  wants  of  this  community,  it  has 
been  proposed  to  unite  the  three  borough  districts  into  one. 
We  may,  by  such  a  concentration  of  our  means,  be  able  to 
accomplish  what  seems  to  be  impracticable  so  long  as  we 
continue  divided.  Should  this  proposition  meet  with  gene- 
ral favor,  I  shall  take  the  necessary  measures  to  have  it  car- 
ried into  effect  next  spring. 

In  distributing  a  portion  of  the  public  funds  to  the  paro- 
chial schools  in  our  township,  I  have  conformed  to  the  inter- 
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pretation  of  the  law  upon  tlie  subject,  adopted  by  my  prede- 
cessors in  office. 

JOHN  T.  DUFFIELD, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WEST  WINDSOR. 

I  herewith  forward  our  report  of  common  schools.  I  take 
pleasure  in  stating  that  our  schools  are  in  a  good  healthy 
condition.  An  increase  of  interest  is  felt  by  the  inhabitants 
in  the  cause  of  education.  Our  schools  are  kept  open  all  the 
year,  except  a  short  vacation. 

There  are  four  districts  and  four  parts  of  districts ;  one 
is  composed  of  part  of  Lawrence,  and  one  of  part  of  South 
Brunswick,  one  of  part  of  East  Windsor,  and  the  other  of 
Hamilton. 

We  have  good  school-houses,  and  are  provided  with  good 
teachers.    All  are  licensed  at  the  present  time. 

W.  G.  BERGEN, 
Toum  Superintendent. 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 


NOHTH  BRUNSWICK. 


I  herewith  su'bmit..  my  annual  report,  based  upon  returns 
from  eight  school  districts  only.  I  have  delayed  forward- 
ing it  until  this  time  in  the  hope  of  receiving  intelligence 
from  the  residue.  These  however  would  not  vary  materi- 
ally from  last  year.  So  many  changes  occur  during  the  year 
among  the  teachers  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  present 
a  report  entirely  accurate  in  its  statistical  information.    No 
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examinors  hare  been  appointed  by  the  county  and  the  charge 
of  visiting  and  examining  schools  has  devolved  entirely  upon 
me. 

The  faithful  administration  of  ihe  office  of  town  superin- 
tendent under  the  statute  would  seem  to  require  an  amount 
of  time  and  attention  inconsistent  with  any  other  serious 
occupation.    Fifty  visits  during  the  year  throughout  a  town- 
ship of  this  extent,  the  examifaation  and  license  of  candi- 
dates, consultation  with  trustees  and  patrons,  the  collection 
and  disbursements  of  public  moneys,  occupy,  if  properly  at- 
tended, so  large  a  portion  of  time  as  to  interfere  seriously 
with  the  prosecution  of  any  other  business.     I  regret  that 
the  claims  of  my  profession  have  interposed  to  prevent  a 
zealous  prosecution  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  as  I  under- 
stand them.    I  am  happy  to  give  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of 
several  of  our  teachers  who  have  an  intrinsic  interest  in  the 
cause  of  education,  who   labor  faithfully  to  encourage  and 
maintain  the  scljool  aystem,  and  are  active  in  aiding  to  pro- 
mote its  success.     The  spirit  of  the  teacher  is  communicated 
to  the  children  and  parents,  and  a  laudable  ambition  excited 
to  progress  and  attainment.     I  trust  time  will  correct  the 
errors  of  the  past,  and  the  children  of  the  state  be  able  to 
enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  a  thorough  education. 

WARREN  HARDENBERGH, 

Town  Superintendent. 


PERTH  AMBOY. 

In  transmitting  to  you  this  my  annual  report  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Perth  Amboy,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  in  relation  to  the  character  and  condition  of 
our  school,  and  the  operation  of  our  common  school  system 
generally,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  of  it  extends. 

The  public  school  of  Perth  Amboy  is  probably  in  as  flour- 
ishing and  prosperous  a  condition  as  any  in  the  country,  and 
considering  the  limited  support  it  receives,  there  are  but  few 
in  the  state  that  will  equal  it.    The  discipline  of  the  teach- 


99 

ers  is  good,  and  the  general  attendance  of  the  pupils  punc- 
tual. In  addition  to  the  ordinary  branches  common  to  our 
public  schools,  geometry,  trigonometry,  surveying,  book- 
keeping and  drawing  are  taught ;  the  latter  branch  to  a  class 
of  forty  pupils,  who  during  the  past  quarter  have  made  very 
rapid  progress.  Vocal  music,  which  I  deem  almost  indis- 
pensible  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  our  public  schools, 
in  its  harmonizing  and  lulling  influence  on  the  turbulent  and 
boisterous  passions  of  our  youth,  is  practiced  daily,  and  as 
an  argument  in  favor  of  its  early  culture,  and  in  opposition 
to  the  very  prevalent  opinion  that  but  few  persons  possess 
the  power  of  learning  this  art,  I  will  simply  remark  that  of 
two  hundred  pupils  in  attendance  there  are  not  five  who  are 
not  able  to  sing.  In  regard  to  the  common  school  system  in 
our  state,  I  deem  it  far  from,  being  perfect.  Its  most  obvi- 
ous fault  is  in  the  want  of  proper  support.  The  money  ap- 
propriated by  the  state  is  scarcely  more  than  an  apology  in 
comparison  to  the  amount  absolutely  necessary  to  the  proper 
educating  and  training  of  our  youth  ;  and  the  making  up  of 
this  amount  is  left  to  the  cold  mercies,  and  often  the  indif- 
ference of  individual  towns,  some  of  whom  are  actually  unable 
to  raise  anything  like  adequate  sum  sufficient  to  keep  the 
school  in  operation  during  the  year. 

My  idea  of  a  correct  system  of  education  is  this ;  that  the 
state  legislature  should  appropriate  to  each  school  district  a 
sum  sufficient  to  support  a  good  school  at  least  ten  months 
in  the  year,  and  that  this  amount  shall  be  raised  by  a  direct 
tax  on  all  the  taxable  property  of  the  state.  We  should  then 
not  see  that  miserable  condition  of  schools  and  school  houses 
which  now  disgrace  many  parts  of  our  state.  The  amount 
now  required  to  be  raised  by  individual  towns  for  the  pay- 
ment of  teachers'  wages,  could  then  be  appropriated  to  the 
erecting  and  furnishing  of  suitable  school  rooms,  where  chil- 
dren could  be  made  comfortable  and  happy.  Much  of  the 
success  of  the  present  school  system  of  New  York  city  can 
be  attributed  to  those  large  and  commodious  public  school 
buildings,  which  are  not  only  an  ornament  to  the  city  but  an 
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honor  to  the  free  school  system  and  the  pride  of  every  true 
friend  of  popular  education. 

In  compliance  with  the  requirement  of  the  statute  I  beg 
leave  further  to  report,  that  the  school  buildings  in  this  town 
number  but  one.  This  is  a  two  story  brick  building  with 
one  room  on  the  first  floor,  and  two  on  the  second,  which 
enables  the  school  to  be  divided  into  three  departments. 
The  location  is  good  and  the  play-ground  ample  and  pleas- 
ant. 

For  a  few  years  past  the  welfare  of  the  school  has  been 
somewhat  neglected  by  those  who  ought  to  have  felt  a  deeper 
interest,  but  a  growing  interest  for  its  prosperity  is  now 
manifest  by  parents,  guardians  and  the  inhabitants  general- 
ly, which  seems  to  say  that  the  public  school  of  Perth  Amboy 
in  its  facilities  for  moral  and  mental  culture  shall  not  be  be- 
hind any  other  school  in  the  state. 

The  books  most  in  use  are  Wilson's  History  of  the  United 
States,  Webb's  first,  second,  third,  fourth  Readers,  Web- 
ster's Elements,  Smith'9  and  Colburn's  Arithmetic.  Bald- 
win's Tables,  Colton  &  Fitch's  Introductory  and  Modern 
Geography,  Watts'  Mental  and  Comstock's  Natural  Philoso- 
phy, Flint's  Survey,  Marshe's  Book-keeping,  <fec.  There  ai-e 
no  grammars  in  the  school.  This  branch  of  English  science 
is  taught  verbally,  which  I  consider  the  most  efficient  mode 
of  imparting  it.  Under  this  system,  which  is  original  with 
the  principal  of  our  school,  the  classes  seem  to  improve  ra- 
pidly. 

ROBERT  FREEMAN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


PISCATAWAY. 


It  will  appear  in  my  annual  report  herewith  transmitted, 
the  number  of  school  districts  in  the  township  is  twelve,  with 
thirteen  teachers,  one  of  the  districts,  (number  twelve)  hav- 
ing two  rooms,  with  a  male  and  female  department,  employ- 


ing a  male  and  female  teacher. 
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All  the  schools  hare  been  open  during  the  year,  except 
numbers  seven^eight,  nine,  and  ten,  which  have  been  vacant 
one  quarter  of  the  year,  and  number  two,  which  has  no  school 
house,  and  which  is  a  small  district  lying  between  two  large 
ones,  which  are  incorporated  and  refuse  to  admit  them  into 
their  limits,  and  as  the  law  prohibits  me  from  altering  their 
lines  without  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  taxable  inhab- 
itants of  those  districts.    They  are  unable  to  build  a  new 
house  or  keep  up  a  school  all  the  year.    They  however  rent 
a  room  and  open  a  school  during  the  winter  months,  which  is 
free. 

There  are  eleven  comfortable  school  houses  in  the  town- 
ship, (all  frame  buildings,)  most  of  them  arranged  with  seats 
and  desks  to  face  the  teachers.  The  teachers  are  all  licensed 
and  competent  to  teach  all  the  branches  required  in  a  good 
English  education.    I  received  of  the  state  school  fund  in 
the  months  of  July  and  November  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  dollars  and  sixty-four  cents ;  of  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, interest  of  surplus  revenue  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents,  and  the  township  voted  to 
raise  two  thousand  dollars  for  school  purposes,  and  twenty- 
six  cents  balance  in  my  hands  of  last  year's  funds,  makes  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars 
and  seventeen  cents,  to  be  divided  among  the  districts  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  children  reported  by  the  trus- 
tees of  the  different  districts.     And  for  their  convenience  I 
divided  it  into  four  equal  parts,  and  have  distributed  it  in 
quarterly  payments,  upon  the  orders  of  ^he  trustees  at  the 
end  of  each  quarter,  to  accomplish  which  I  have  borrowed 
seven  hundred  dollars  until  the  first  of  January  next,  when 
the  township  funds  will  be  available.    The  districts  have 
paid  in  addition  to  the  sums  they  have  received  of  public 
moneys,  the  following  sums,  for  the  support  of  their  teach- 
ers, viz :  district  number  one  two  hundred  and  thirty-three 
dollars  and  thirty-two  cents;  number  two  free ;  number  three 
one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  eight  cents ;  number  four 
one  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  fifty-two  cents  ; 
number  five  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars  and  fifty 
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cents; number  si:c  eigbty-four  dollars;  number  seven  free; 
number  eight  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and  thirty- 
two  cents;  number  nine  thirty- four  dollars  and  fifty-two 
cents ;  number  ten  thirty-one  dollars  and  eighty-four  cents ; 
number  eleven  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  thir- 
ty-eight cents  ;  number  twelve  eighty  one  dollars  and  sixty- 
six  cents ;  making  the  sum  of  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ten  dollars  and  fourteen  cents,  which  added  to  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  sixty-seven  cents  public  moneys,  will 
amount  to  three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
dollars  and  thirty-one  cents  expended  during  the  year  for 
education  in  the  township,  besides  a  flourishing  select  school 
in  the  village  of  New  Market,  which  merits  and  receives  the 
patronage  of  many  of  our  citizens,  but  does  not  come  under 
the  supervision  of  the  town  superintendent  nor  receive  any 
of  the  public  moneys. 

S.  SMITH, 

Town  SuperintendenL 


SOUTH  BRUNSWICK. 

Wo  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  an  increased  inter- 
est in  the  cause  of  education  in  our  township,  both  by  pa- 
rents and  teachers.  We  notice  that  in  several  of  the  dis- 
tricts the  school  houses  have  been  repaired  and  made  more 
comfortable.  In  most  of  the  districts  the  schools  are  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  will  be  kept  open  a  greater  por- 
tion of  the  year*  The  teachers  are  well  qualified,  and  the 
occupation  of  teacher  is  looked  upon  as  honorable  and  re- 
sponsible. The  chosen  freeholders  of  this  county  (Middle- 
sex) having  failed  to  appoint  a  board  of  examiners  for  the 
county,  the  duty  of  licensing  teachers  for  this  township  de- 
volved upon  this  committee,  and  has  been  performed  by  the 
president  of  the  board,  to  whom  was  delegated  the  author- 
ity. It  is  very  difficult  for  the  committee  to  make  a  correct 
statistical  report  of  the  condition  of  the  several  schools  in 
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the  serentcen  districts  and  parts  of  districts  in  tbis  township 

owing  to  the  want  of  a  proper  kind  of  book  to  be  deposited 

with  the  teachers,  in  which  thev  can  record  all  matters  that 

in  any  way  concern  the  canse  of  education,  and  we  would 

rery  respectfully  suggest  that  the  state  superintendeot  of 

schools  have  prepared,  and  furnish  to  the  town  superintend 

dents  or  school  committees  of  each  township,  yearly,  a  su3i- 

cient  number  of  registers,  for  everv  school  district,  wherein 

a  full  record  can  be  made  by  each  teacher,  of  every  matter 

of  interest  relating  to  their  re?pective  schocls. 

TVe  report  the  whole  amount  of  money  appropriated  for 
education  in  this  township  for  the  present  year,  to  be  two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents, 

as  follows : 

State  fund,     ......  $530  50 

Interest  on  surplus  revenue,             •           -  109  88 

Township  tax,            •            -            -            -  2000  00 

The  first  two  amounts  have  been  received  and  appropri- 
ated, and  the  last  is  in  course  of  collection. 

The  whole  number  of  children  reported  by  the  district 
trustees  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  is  eleven  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  being  ten  less  than  reported  last  year. 

Prom  this  you  will  discover  that  the  amount  appropriated 
is  equal  to  two  dollars  thirty-seven  and  twenty-three  hun* 
dredth  cents  per  scholar  for  the  number  of  children  report- 
ed. The  number  attending  school  has  been  about  eight  hun- 
dred, consequently  the  appropriation  is  about  three  dollars 
and  thirty  cents  per  scholar  for  those  attending. 

Although  we  hold  our  offices  under  the  law  that  substitu- 
ted a  school  committee  of  three  in  the  place  of  the  town  su- 
perintendent for  this  township,  we  must  bear  testimony 
against  the  law  and  recommend  its  repeal. 

WILLIAM  A.  PIERCE, 
WM.  N.  STULTS, 
JAMES  D.  HUBBARD, 

School  Committee* 
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WOODBBIDGE. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  condition  of  the 
public  schools  of  this  township  during  the  present  year.  Al- 
though there  is  a  gradually  increased  interest  mansfested  on 
the  part  of  parents;  and  consequently  some  improvement  on 
the  part  of  children ;  still  there  is  not  as  much  interest  taken 
by  trustees  and  parents  in  visiting  the  schools  as  there 
should  be. 

There  has  been  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  teach- 
ers for  all  the  schools ;  yet  I  believe  we  have  now  more  com- 
petent teachers  than  ever  before. 

A  larger  number  of  the  schools  have  been  continued 
through  the  year  than  formerly,  and  a  number  of  them  have 
been  thus  continued  by  the  patrons  paying  the  teacher's  sal- 
ary in  part  from  their  private  funds. 

If  the  money  appropriated  by  the  state  could  be  received 
at  an  earlier  date,  it  would  relieve  the  trustees  of  some  anxi- 
ety as  to  the  ways  and  means  of  paying  the  first  and  second 
quarter's  salary,  as  the  moneys  raised  by  tax  is  not  received 
until  about  the  first  of  January. 

There  is  a  growing  desire  among  the  people  to  have  the 
state  appropriate  sufficient  money  to  make  the  schools  en- 
tirely free. 

ELLIS  B.  FREEMAN, 
Town  Superintendent 


MONMOUTH  COUNTY. 

ATLANTIC   TOWNSHIP. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  tabular  statement  of  the 
schools  in  Atlantic  township.  There  seems  to  be  a  growing 
interest  manifested  in  the  cause  of  free  schools.  In  district 
No.  1  they  have  erected  a  large  and  commodious  school 
house,  which  is  paid  for  by  appropriating  the  money  due  to 
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the  district  last  Febrnary,  and  the  balance  is  raised  by  tax 
this  year.  It  has  been  occapicd  since  August  last,  previous 
to  which  time  the  school  was  vacant  ten  months,  for  the 
want  of  a  suitable  house.  In  district  No.  3,  they  raise  by 
tax  one  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars,  which  will  liquidate 
the  debt  on  the  school  house.  The  schools  in  districts  No. 
2  and  3  have  been  kept  open  (making  allowances  for  vaca- 
tions) during  the  whole  year.  In  No.  4  the  school  has  been 
kept  open  during  the  spring  and  summer. 

Webster's  Unabridpred  Dictionary  has  been  placed  in  all 
the  schools.  No  county  examiners  appointed.  All  teachers 
have  been  licensed  according  to  law. 

JAS.  LAIRD, 
Town  SuperintendenL 

FBEEHOLD. 

I  herewith  forward  you  the  few  items  of  interest  which 
have  met  my  observation  among  the  several  schools  of  this 
township. 

Very  few  changes  haye  occurred  since  my  last  annual 
report.  The  township  of  Freehold  embraces  seven  entire 
districts,  and  three  which  lie  partially  in  adjoining  town- 
ships. 

The  number  of  children  belonging  to  these,  according  to 
the  last  returns,  are  935.    There  are  seven  school  houses  in 
all;  these  are  frame  and  single  rooms,  excepting  the  one  in 
this  village,  which  has  two.    -They  are  in  a  very  comfortable 
condition,  and  most  of  them  have  fine,  roomy  play  grounds.  It 
has  been  the  practice  of  the  trustees  and  superintendent  to 
visit  the  schools  once  during  each  vterm,  on  an  average.    I 
think  there  is  evidently  a  growing  interest  in  the  commu- 
nity, in  behalf  of  general  education.    Yet  we  regret  to  say 
there  is  a  great  lacking  of  attention  and  encouragement 
manifested  by  parents  and  others.    The  terms  of  tuition  are 
$2.50  per  scholar.    The  schools  have  been  nearly  all  kept 
open  during  the  year. 
The  amount  of  money  which  has  thus  fiir  come  into  my 
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hands,  is  $607  11  from  the  state,  and  $1036  38  on  the 
$2000  appropriated  by  the  township.  When  all  of  the  state 
and  township  funds  arc  paid  in,  the  schools,  I  think,  will  be 
nearly  or  quite  free. 

Our  teachers  are  selected  with  particular  reference  to 
ability  and  moral  character.  They  are  principally  from 
the  northern  and  eastern  states,  and  are  introducing  many 
useful  and  profitable  theories  of  instruction.  The  cause  is 
rapidly  advancing,  and  all  classes  of  children  are  equal  in 
the  advantages  afforded  by  this  happy  system. 

The  books  principally  in  use  here,  are  Town's  and  Web- 
ster's Speller,  Saunder's  and  McGuflSe's  Reader,  Davies' 
Arithmetic,  Davies'  Algebra,  Colton  and  Fitch's  Geography, 
Smithes  Geography,  Smith's  Grammar,  Quackenbush's 
English  Composition. 

We  have  not  gained  the  point  rery  properly  recommended 
by  you,  of  selecting  a  uniform  classification  of  school  books. 
This  is  much  to  be  desired,  but  difficult  to  effect,  as  we  can- 
not get  the  different  trustees  and  superintendent  together 
long  enough  to  make  a  proper  selection. 

I  cannot  conceive  a  better  plan  than  to  bring  this  matter 
up  for  discussion  at  the  Teacher's  Institute  or  Convention. 
Here  the  various  works  could  be  introduced  and  carefully 
investigated  and  adopted.  I  regard  this  as  worthy  our 
continued  efforts,  and  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  further 
comment  of  your  better  judgment. 

I  lastly  beg  leave  to  inquire  why  there  has  occurred  such 
a  lack  of  promptness  this  year,  in  paying  over  the  funds  due 
from  state  appropriations.  This  has  caused  much  agitation 
and  difficulty  in  making  our  apportionments  regular  and  ful- 
filling the  demands  made  upon  us  by  trustees  and  teachers, 
and  moreover,  has  caused  unjust  censure  with  the  superin- 
tendents. A  frequent  demand  has  been  urged  by  the  public 
for  an  investigation  of  this.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to 
give  us  your  views  on  the  subject,  which  will  give  much  sat- 
isfaction and  relief  on  the  part  of  superintendents. 

E.  L.  CO  WART, 
Tovon  Superintendent 
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HOWELL. 

Inclosed  we  send  our  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  this 
township. 

By  the  numerical  report  you  will  notice  wo  have  not 
made  much  advancement  during  the  past  year.  The  schools, 
however,  continue  to  be  visited,  and  the  teachers  to  be 
licensed,  as  the  law  requires,  where  there  are  no  county  ex- 
aminers. 

Three  only  of  the  schools  have  been  entirely  free,  since 
our  last  report  Seven  had  been  free  through  the  previous 
year,  and  it  is  to  this  cause,  rather  than  want  of  interest, 
must  be  attributed  any  decline. 

By  the  figures  inclosed,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  now  have 
894  children  in  our  township,  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
eighteen ;   and  also,  that  I  have  received  from  all  sources 

for  school  purposes  during  the  year, $1526  20 

I  have  paid  in  that  time, 1431  57 

There  has  been  some  complaint  and  great  inconvenience 
from  the  state  money  not  being  paid  at  the  usual  time.  We 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  any  satisfactory  account  for 
this  delay.  You  will  also  notice  that  one-fourth  of  the 
amount  credited,  as  from  the  state,  is  not  yet  received. 

Prom  the  last  legislature  many  here  had  strong  hopes  of 
seeing  the  schools  made  free,  but  they  were  disappointed. 

We  know  that  "  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day,"  but  this 
subject  has  been  before  our  legislature  for  several  yeai's. 
Some  of  our  sister  states,  though  laboring  mnder  heavy  state 
debts,  still  sustain  their  schools  with  an  energy  worth  of  the 
cause,  while  New  Jersey,  with  a  small  state  debt,  and  re- 
ceiving large  sums  annually  from  chartered  companies,  still 
delays  to  take  this  single  step.  Were  we  in  Italy  or  Aus- 
tria, this  might  seem  to  be  wise,  but  in  this  country,  where 
intelligence  and  virtue  must  take  the  place  of  navies  and 
armies,  where  liberty  must  fight  her  "last  battle,"  and 
where,  if  defeated,  it  is  a  Waterloo  defeat;  surely,  in  such  a 
land^  with  such  consequences  impending,  this  continual  de- 
lay is  anything  but  wise. 
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We,  therefore,  would  most  respectfully,  but  most  earnestlj, 
press  this  subject  on  the  attention  of  those  who  have  it  in 
their  power,  to  remedy  the  erils  under  which  we  labor,  and 
to  remove' the  reproach  from  which  we  cannot  escape,  until 
our  schools  are  "  founded,"  not  as  at  present,  on  the  sandy 
foundation  of  votes  at  town  meetings,  but  on  the  solid 
"  rock"  of  a  general  law,  and  thus  made  not  only  to  stand, 
but  also  to  be  free  throughout  the  state. 

GILBERT  T.  GULICK, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 

MANALAPAN. 

In  addition  to  the  statistical  information  it  is  in  my 
power  to  send  you,  I  will  further  add  that  our  principle 
embarrassment  this  year,  in  regulating  school  affairs,  has 
been  in  collecting  the  state  and  surplus  funds  in  time  to 
properly  appropriate  them  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 
The  state  and  surplus  funds  for  our  township  this  year 
amounts  to  five  hundred  and  eight  dollars  and  sixty-one 
cents.  This  is  due  us  on  the  ^rst  of  April  and  first  of  Oc- 
tober;  this  year,  the  second  instalment,  due  first  of  October^ 
was  deferred  to  November  first,  and  then  divided  in  two 
parts,  ^d  one-half  detained  until  January  1st,  1857.  This 
is  an  unfortunate  an^angement  for  the  schools,  as  we  hare 
eight  hundred  dollars  for  the  two  winter  quarters  and  only 
five  for  the  two  summer,  and  seventy-five  of  this  retained 
until  near  the  close  of  the  current  year.  There  may  be  a 
necessity  for  this  state  of  things,  but  it  is  certainly  an  un- 
fortunate arrangement. 

WM.  S.  DE  BOW, 
Tottm  Superintendent 

MARLBORO. 

The  time  for  making  another  annual  school  report  has 
again  returned,  and  with  it  has  come  our  schools  better 
attended,  with  more  competent  teachers,  and  public  senti 
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ment  more  favorable  to  free  schools.     Yet  there  are  some 
complaints  against  the  present  law.    Frequently  a  few  have 
to  pay  enormous  taxes,  while  a  large  majority  pay  nothing. 
A  professional  man  or  mechanic,  whose  income  is  equal  to 
the  average  income  of  our  farmers,  frequently  pay  no  school 
tax.     This,  to  me,  is  a  just  cause  of  complaint.      Would  it 
not  be  well  to  have  a  poll  tax  of  one  dollar  for  school  pur- 
poses, where  they  raise  two  dollars  per  child.    If  they  raise 
but  little  let  the  law  remain  as  it  is.     Some  such  a  law 
would  be  more  equal,  and  would  entirely  remove  the  feeling 
and  prejudice  against  free  schools. 

L.  W.  HERBERT, 
Town  Superintendent. 


EARITAN. 

The  law  concerning  registers  has  produced  but  little  efifect 
in  this  township ;  in  no  single  instance  has  it  been  literally 
complied  with. 

We  have  no  county  examiners  and  no  prospect  of  having  any 
soon.  All  the  teachers  have  not  been  licensed,  but  I  have 
endeavored  to  acquaint  myself  with  their  qualifications,  and 
have  advised  the  trustees  accordingly.  Good  teachers  are 
scarce,  and  if  they  were  not,  the  unwillingness  or  inability 
to  pay  a  large  salary  makes  it  diflScult  to  procure  such  in 
many  districts,  and  here  I  think  lies  the  chief  obstacle  to 
progression— the  cost.  We  have  this  year,  by  a  small  ma- 
jority, raised  by  tax  all  the  law  allows,  but  I  doubt  if  it 
can  be  done  again.  "  Imposition,  unjust  robbery,"  are 
terms  by  which  it  is  frequently  designated ;  the  almost  uni- 
versal opinion  is  that  the  entire  revenue  of  the  state  should 
be  devoted  to  public  schools.  Since  April,  in  eight  of  the 
districts,  the  schools  have  been  free  and  will  be  through  the 
year.  In  the  remainder,  on  account  of  building  expenses 
or  small  share  of  money,  the  price  is  from  one  to  two  dollars. 

We  have  but  few,  if  any  model  school  houses,  and  many 
of  them  have  not  been  constructed  with  a  proper  regard  for 
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convenience,  comfort  and  health.  I  have  visited  each  of  th^ 
schools  three  times,  but  generally  the  visits  of  the  trustee  s 
are  few  and  far  between,  and  in  one  district  I  am  informed 
such  an  event  never  occurs.  It  would  be  difificult  to  static 
the  books  most  used,  so  great  is  the  variety,  the  teacher-a 
being  supreme  in  this  department.  We  have  a  few  teacheir^ 
who  will  compare  favorably  with  the  best ;  and  the  most,  if 
not  all,  have  labored  diligently,  proud  of  their  station,  an-d 
ambitious  to  excel.  But  why  so  few  attended  the  institute 
is  a  problem  to  be  solved  ? 

TIMOTHY  MURPHY, 
Town  Superintendent. 


SHEEWSBURY. 

In  compliance  with  my  duty,  as  superintendent  of  public 
schools,  for  the  township  of  Shrewsbury,  Monmouth  county, 
New  Jersey,  I  submit  the  following  report : 

There  are  seven  full  districts  and  three  fractions,  and  in 
district  No.  2  there  are  two  houses.  School  has  been  kept 
in  both  a  part  of  the  time,  and  in  district  No.  4  there  are 
three  schools,  kept  by  competent  teachers.  The  children 
are  advancing  rapidly ;  the  juveniles  are  taught  by  a  lady 
of  superior  attainments.  The  second  school,  and  next 
higher,  by  a  lady,  also  of  high  attainments,  well  qualified  for 
her  situation.  The  third  by  a  gentleman,  a  superior 
teacher.  As  also  district  No.  6,  who  takes  great  delight  in 
his  profession.  The  other  districts  are  at  present  well  sup- 
plied, except  No.  5,  which  has  been  vacant  during  the  whole 
summer  and  fall,  for  want  of  a  suitable  house,  and  I  would 
here  observe  that  most  of  the  houses,  I  may  say  all,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  are  without  suitable  ventilation  for 
the  health  of  the  children. 

Suitable  play  grounds  are  indispensable.  The  mode  of 
teaching,  as  adopted  in  our  schools,  bids  fair  to  give  every 
facility  to  the  scholars. 

I  would  suggest  that  your  honor  would  recommend  an 
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Tm  selection  of  books  in  each  township,  if  not  in  the 
,  without  which  much  difficulty  is  necessarily  encoun- 
1  by  the  teachers,  and  loss  by  the  pupils.     Our  town- 
has  raised  three  dollars,  including  state  and  county  tip- 
priation,  per  child,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eigh- 
Q,  which  amount  is  nearly  sufficient  to  keep  the  schools 
e  the  whole  year,  for  those  attending  school. 
All  the  districts  have  been  supplied  with  Webster's  Dic- 
3nary  except  No.  7,  which  is  still  without  a  supply,  owing 
)  an  omission  on  the  part  of  the  trustees  of  said  district, 
am  happy  to  say  that  the  schools  are  in  a  flourishing  con- 
iition,  and  I  hope,  through  your  wise  recommendations, 
may  become  more  and  more  prosperous. 

WM.  H.  HUBBARD, 

Town  Superintendent. 

WALL. 

Our  schools  are  progressing.     We  have  completed  within 
tbe  last  two  years  three  new  houses,  making  seven  out  of 
nine,  large,  comfortable,  light,  airy  and  neat  houses,  with 
all  the  modem  appendages,  the  most  of  them  supplied  with 
large  heniisphere  and  outline  maps,  globes,  black  boards, 
Ac,  the  trustees,  more  attentive  to  their  duties,  although 
many  of  them  grumble  at  working  without  pay.      (The 
legislature  should  allow  them  a  moderate  compensation — 
why  subject  them  to  a  fine  often  dollars  for  neglect  of  duty 
without  remuneration.)     Let  them  be  paid  the  same  per 
diem  as  the  superintendents.    I  find  the  schools  in  much  bet- 
ter condition  that  are  visited  by  trustees  and  parents.    We 
have  a  few  excellent  teachers  and  some  of  the  pupils  will 
compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  state,  (district  schools.) 
Our  township,  although  small,  tax  themselves  liberally  for 
education — $2200  raised  this  year,  and  about  the  same  last 
year.    Many  of  our  schools  are  opened  entirely  free  six  and 
aine  months.    I  confidently  hope  ere  long  to  see  all  the 
schools  in  the  state  free.    I  visit  all  the  schools  in  the  town 
diip  in  accordance  with  the  law,  and  find  the  teachers  Hue 
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HAXOVER. 

We  are  still  suflFcring  (as  per  last  report)  f|"om  a  great 
scarcity  of  teachers  of  the  right  kind,  and  from  the  still 
more  frequent  changes  of  those  we  have.  Some  of  our  best 
schools  have  been  vacant  for  a  painful  length  of  time,  for 
vant  of  teachers.  And  it  is  becoming,  with  us,  more  and 
more  a  serious  question,  what  are  our  schools  to  do  ?  Whither 
shall  we  go,  or  whither  look,  or  to  whom  apply,  in  our  in- 
creasingly numerous  cases  of  destitution?  For  ordinary 
operatives,  we  may  repair  to  our  intelligence  offices;  and 
even  there,  the  supply  is  growing  more  and  more  inadequate 
to  the  demand ;  but  of  the  right  kind  of  men,  for  the  noble 
employment  of  training  our  rising  generation  for  future  use- 
fulness, honor  and  virtue,  there  is,  in  this  region,  a  mournful 
destitution.  Frequent  applications  for  teachers,  in  our  own 
state,  (and  amongst  them,  both  to  our  state  superintendent, 
and  to  our  Normal  school,)  have  proved  unsuccessful ;  and 
applications  to  other  states,  after  waiting  long,  are  still  but 
partially  answered.  What  shall  we  do  ?  Our  country,  be- 
yond all  others,  is  opening  such  lucrative  fields  for  enterprise, 
that  our  young  men  of  the  talent  and  energy  we  need,  will 
not  submit  to  the  wear  and  tear  on  life  they  must  encounter 
in  our  district  schools,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a 
year,  when  they  know  so  well  where  they  can  go  and,  with 
far  less  of  toil  and  self-denial,  gain  triple  or  quadruple  that 
amount.  What,  then,  is  to  be  done?  Three  things:  the 
office  of  teacher  must  be  raised  in  emolument;  raised  in 
honor,  and  raised  in  permanency :  in  emolwnenty  for  the 
reason  just  assigned;  in  honors  because  few  men  of  spii:it 
will  stoop  to  a  business  v/here  the  very  name  of  "  school- 
masteiy^  is  a  by-word  of  contempt;  and  in  permanency, 
because  the  present  system  of  having  a  new  teacher  almost 
as  frequently  as  a  new  moon,  is  well  nigh  destroying  all  our 
schools.  But  to  secure  these  three  things,  we  want  four 
more,  to  wit:  the  right  sort  of  men;  for  these  the  right  sort 
of  training ;  then  the  elevation  of  the  office  of  teacher  to 
become  one  of  the  regular  learned  professions,  as  a  perma- 
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Fe  have  some  systematic  and  thorough  teachers;  possessing 
attractive  modes  of  imparting  instruction — conciliating  and 
attaching  their  pupils  in  such  a  manner,  tha\  the  work  goes 
on  briskly  every  day,  and  the  school-room  is  rendered  a 
place  of  great  attraction ;  but  these  are  "  like  angel's  visits, 
few  and  far  between."    We  have  a  select  school  in  district 
number  one,  where  a  thorough  practice  is  continually  pur- 
sued in  all  the  studies  followed,  which,  in  itself,  makes  study 
both  pleasant  and  profitable. 

The  inattention  of  school  officers  and  parents  is  much  to 
be  regretted ;  for  occasional  visits  greatly  encourage  both 
teacher  and  pupil.  And  a  trustee  in  a  visit  of  one  or  two 
hour's  duration,  will  obtain  a  better  insight  into  the  charac- 
ter and  abilities  of  the  teacher,  than  the  most  searching  and 
thorough  examination  can  furnish. 

Some  of  our  school-houses  are  in  tolerable  condition,  and 
some  are  hardly  fit  for  use.  The  dilapidated  frame  building 
of  number  six,  which  for  a  long  time  threatened  to  fall  over 
the  heads  of  the  pupils,  has  been  taken  down,  and  on  the  old 
site  is  going  up,  and  will  soon  be  completed,  one  of  brick, 
for  which  the  trustees  and  people  of  ihe  district  deserve  a 
great  deal  of  credit.  New  school-houses  are  talked  of  by 
others,  and  we  hope,  before  another  year  rolls  round,  the^ 
will  follow  the  example  of  the  above  mentioned  district. 
Three  applicants  from  this  township  have  been  received  in 
the  state  Normal  school. 

The  liberality  of  the  legislature  in  furnishing  our  schools 
with  "  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary,"  and  "  Lippincott's 
Pronouncing  Gazetteer,"  is  highly  approved ;  and  we  hope 
thjat  New  Jersey,  by  her' legislation,  will  continue  from  year 
to  year  to  grant  us  suitable  books,  maps,  globes,  &c.,  that 
our  youth  may  have  every  facility  for  intellectual  improve- 
ment. 

'"Tis  education. forms  the  common  mind, 
Just  as  tho  twig  is  bent  the  tree's  inclined." 

S.  H.  WARD, 
Town  Superintendent, 


HANOVER. 

We  are  still  suflFcring  (as  per  last  report)  f|"om  a  grea 
scarcity  of  teachers  of  the  right  kind,  and  from  the  stil 
more  frequent  changes  of  those  we  have.  Some  of  our  bes 
schools  have  been  vacant  for  a  painful  length  of  time,  for- 
vant  of  teachers.  And  it  is  becoming,  with  us,  more  and- 
more  a  serious  question,  what  are  our  schools  to  do  ?  Whither- 
shall  we  go,  or  whither  look,  or  to  whom  apply,  in  our  in- 
creasingly numerous  cases  of  destitution?  For  ordinary 
operatives,  we  may  repair  to  our  intelligence  offices;  and 
even  there,  the  supply  is  growing  more  and  more  inadequate 
to  the  demand ;  but  of  the  right  kind  of  men,  for  the  noble 
employment  of  training  our  rising  generation  for  future  use- 
fulness, honor  and  virtue,  there  is,  in  this  region,  a  mournful 
destitution.  Frequent  applications  for  teachers,  in  our  own 
state,  (and  amongst  them,  both  to  our  state  superintendent, 
and  to  our  Normal  school,)  have  proved  unsuccessful ;  and 
applications  to  other  states,  after  waiting  long,  are  still  but 
partially  answered.  What  shall  we  do  ?  Our  country,  be- 
yond all  others,  is  opening  such  lucrative  fields  for  enterprise, 
that  our  young  men  of  the  talent  and  energy  we  need,  will 
not  submit  to  the  wear  and  tear  on  life  they  must  encounter 
in  our  district  schools,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a 
year,  when  they  know  so  well  where  they  can  go  and,  with 
far  less  of  toil  and  self-denial,  gain  triple  or  quadruple  that 
amount.  What,  then,  is  to  be  done?  Three  things:  the 
office  of  teacher  must  be  raised  in  emolument;  raised  in 
honor,  and  raised  in  permanency :  in  emolumenty  for  the 
reason  just  assigned;  in  honors  because  few  men  of  spirit 
will  stoop  to  a  business  v/here  the  very  name  of  "  school- 
masteiy^  is  a  by-word  of  contempt;  and  in  permanency, 
because  the  present  system  of  having  a  new  teacher  almost 
fts  frequently  as  a  new  moon,  is  well  nigh  destroying  all  our 
schools.  But  to  secure  these  three  things,  we  want  four 
more,  to  wit :  the  right  sort  of  men ;  for  these  the  right  sort 
of  training ;  then  the  elevation  of  the  office  of  teacher  to 
become  one  of  the  regular  learned  professions,  as  a  perma- 
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oencj  for  life ;  and  then,  in  order  to  this,  the  hearts  and  the 
hands  of  the  people  and  the  government  must  be  opened 
vide  enough  to  aflFord  a  liberal  compensation  to  every  one 
of  the  right  qualifications^  who  will  devote  his  life  faith- 
follj  to  such  a  system  of  toil  and  self-denial ;  and  if  our 
government  shall  sell  another  forty  millions  of  acres  tho 
coming,  as  she  did  the  past  year,  we  hope  every  dollar  of  it 
vill  be  devoted  to  the  establishment  of  free  schools ;  and 
then  the  next  forty,  to  fitting  out  and  filling  up  our  Normal 
schools,  those  great  glories  of  our  land ;  and  to  prepare  an 
adequate  supply  of  the  men  to  fill  them.  The  teacher  needs 
as  regular  a  system  of  training  for  his  business  as  the  physi- 
cian or  the  lawyer  for  his ;  and  we  hope  and  trust  that  our 
own  noble  Normal  and  Beverly  institutions,  will  ere  long 
bless  our  state  with  a  supply  of  teachers  that  shall  be  an 
honor  to  our  state,  our  nation,  and  our  nature. 

JOHN  FORD, 
Totvn  Superintendent. 


HENDHAK. 

I  have  made  a  report  according  to  the  returns  that  I  have 
received.  The  failure  of  teachers  to  furnish  reports  of  at- 
tendance, as  the  law  requires,  will,  of  course,  result  in  an 
imperfect  report.  This  failure  on  the  part  of  teachers,  I 
think,  could  be  easily  obviated  by  having  a  proviso  that  no 
order  to  a  teacher  should  be  paid,  unless  accompanied  by 
such  return. 

I  am  happy  to  state,  as  an  evidence  of  increased  interest 
in  the  cause  of  education,  an  increase  of  tax  for  school  pur- 
poses, and  a  desire  for  competent  teachers,  shown  by  a  wil- 
lingness to  grant  a  reasonable  compensation.  Our  schools, 
for  the  most  part,  have  been  taught  by  competent  teachers, 
with  but  few  exceptions. 

We  are  looking  forward  with  expectation  to  what  our 
state  is  doing  to  supply  this  deficiency,  by  sending  forth 
teachers  not  only  intellectually  but  morally  trained  for  the 


high  and  noble  calling  of  guiding  and  forming  the  youthfn 
mind. 

Probably  the  greatest  deficiency  in  our  system  of  teachin 
is,  that  many  teachers  lack  an  interest  in  and  love  for  thei 
occupation,  in  too  many  cases  only  followed  from  necessity^ 
until  q.  favorable  opportunity  offers  for  them  to  pursue  th^ 
calling  upon  which  their  hearts  are  set.  Imagine  any  other- 
calling  or  profession  followed  in  like  manner,  and  what  re- 
sult would  we  anticipate.  The  wonder  is  that  our  schools 
are  as  good  as  they  are. 

In  addition  to  the  effort  of  our  state  to  raise  the  character 
of  our  schools  (public,)  much  might  be  done  by  those  who 
stand  aloof  upon  the  plea  that  the  character  of  them  is  not 
what  it  should  be.  The  same  argument  keeps  many  aloof 
from  all  the  benevolent  o<'jects  of  the  day.  Who  that  be- 
lieves that  education  has  a  tendency  to  elevate  the  masses 
but  ought  to  be  willing  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  raise  the 
standard  and  character  of  our  common  school  system,  unless 
able  to  point  out  a  better  way ;  much  might  be  done  by 
trustees  and  employers  visiting  the  school  occasionally,  and 
showing  to  the  scholars  and  teacher  that  they  feel  an  interest 
in  what  they  are  doing.  The  secret  of  interesting  others 
is  by  showing  ourselves  interested. 

M.  THOMPSON, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MORRIS. 

I  expressed  the  hope  in  my  last  report  that  gratuitous  in- 
struction would  soon  be  enjoyed  in  all  the  schools  of  this 
township.  And  it  is  with  no  little  regret  that  I  am  com- 
pelled to  say  that  for  the  past  year  there  has  been  but  one 
free  school  under  my  supervision.  All  the  rest  have  assessed 
their  pupils  for  sums,  varying  from  thirty  cents  to  two  dol- 
lars and  thirty,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  teachers,  and, 
in  some  instances,  the  distraction  and  temporary  suspension 
of  the  schools. 
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Still,  I  do  not  despair  of  seeing  the  nltimate  triumph  of 
the  free  principle  throughout  the  state.  The  example  of  so 
many  sister  states,  with  that  of  some  sections  of  our  own, 
cannot  have  escaped  the  observation  of  enlightened  minds. 
Certainly  the  obvious  diflSculties  of  the  present  complex  sys- 
tem, make  a  more  liberal  provision  for  public  schools, 
whether  hj  tax  or  otherwise,  little  less  than  imperative. 
For  myself,  I  would  much  prefer  to  dispense  with  public 
patronage  altogether,  unless  our  schools  can  be  made  en- 
tii'ely  free. 

It  would  be  easy  to  demonstrate  that,  in  some  instances, 
the  pupils  in  the  district  schools  pay  as  much  for  their  tui- 
tion, as  they  would  be  required  to  pay  in  the  absence  of  any 
public  appropriation. 

Hitherto,  the  cause  of  free  schools  has  had  to  contend 
with  the  combined  opposition  of  the  ignoramus,  the  miser, 
and  the  aristocrat.  And  these  forces  have  been  sufficiently 
potent  to  influence  the  township  tax.  But  things  cannot 
continue  as  they  are.  And  if  our  schools  are  not  to  be 
wholly  abandoned  to  private  enterprise,  principle  and  expe- 
diency, philanthropy  and  economy,  alike  demand  that  they 
should  be  free  to  all. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  these  sentiments  are  entertained 
by  the  more  enlightened  citizens  of  the  townships,  without 
political  distinction ;  and  that  I  look  for  their  practical  ap- 
plication at  the  next  spring  election. 

I  might  add,  in  conclusion,  that  the  schools  have  been 
visited  the  past  year,  as  usual,  and  under  existing  circum- 
stances, have  been  more  or  less  interesting  and  eifective. 

JOSIAH  HATT, 
Town  Superintendent 


PEQUANNOCK. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  schools  in  this  township  have 
been  kept  open  during  the  year,  and  generally  with  a  good 
attendance. 


Our  public  funds,  derived  from  all  sources,  have  be^n 
sufficient  to  enable  the  several  districts  to  maintain  fr-^e 
schools  during  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year.  In  seveii^n 
districts,  for  about  three-quarters  of  the  year ;  and  in  eigl=^t 
districts,  for  about  one-half  the  year.  In  one  district,  tt:»-e 
school  has  been  free  during  the  whole  year.  The  necossar^J 
funds,  in  addition  to  the  public  money,  were  obtained  by  ^ 
special  district  tax.  This  school,  numbering  over  two  hu 
dred  pupils  in  daily  attendance,  is  under  the  charge  of 
principal  and  three  female  assistants,  and  the  aggregate  c^  ^ 
teacher's  wages  is  about  eleven  hundred  dollars  annually. 

This  method  of  supporting  a  free  school  has  been  prac  — 
ticed  in  this  district  for  several  yeai's ;  and  has  not  only^ 
given  general  satisfaction,  but  proved  beyond  a  question  ^ 
that  it  is  the  cheapest  and  best  way  of  supporting  a  public 
school  in  large  villages  and  populous  districts.     In  the  bo- 
ginning,  some  property  holders  objected  to  it,  but  they  soon 
discovered  their  mistake,  when  they  found  that  dwelling- 
houses  situated  within  the  limits  of  this  district,  were  more 
desirable  among  tenants,  and  commanded  higher  rents,  than 
others  located  immediately  outside. 

If  our  state  could  increase  the  amount  of  appropriation 
to  the  use  of  public  schools  about  forty  thousand  dollars  an- 
nually, we  would  then  have  so  nearly  enough  to  meet  their 
expense,  that  the  small  deficiency  would  be  readily  met  in 
most  of  the  districts  by  a  special  tax,  and  then  we  would 
have  practically  free  schools,  and  free  during  the  whole 
year. 

But  it  is  not  more  money  only,  that  is  needed  to  keep  our 
schools  open  during  the  whole  year,  and  to  render  them  more 
efficient  and  useful.  We  rejoice  at  the  progress  already 
made  in  popular  education  in  our  state,  and  are  encouraged 
to  look  with  brighter  hopes  to  the  future.  We  have  pro- 
cured laws  establishing  a  public  school  system,  providing 
for  the  erection  of  comfortable  and  commodious  school- 
houses,  and  making  liberal  appropriations  toward  the  pay- 
ment for  instruction;  but  we  must  not  rest  here,  thinking 
that  we  have  accomplished  all  that  is  required  j  for,  to  stop 
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at  this  point,  would  bo  to  Etop  just  whoro  the  real  business 
of  education  actaallj  commences. 

We  must  look  to  the  qualifications  of  teachers,  and  the 
operations  inside  the  school-room,  for  it  is  there  that  the 
most  important  part  of  the  ^ork  of  education  is  to  be  per- 
formed. As  regards  teachers,  we  are  satisfied  that  there  is 
a  greater  scarcity  of  suitable  professional  ability,  than 
money  to  pay  for  their  services.  When  vacancies  occur,  if 
trustees  would  use  less  haste,  and  more  care  and  exertion, 
in  properly  filling  them,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  a 
higher  order  of  talent  and  professional  ability  might  be  se- 
cured, in  many  instances,  for  the  same  compensation  allowed 
to  those  occupying  the  position,  to  the  exclusion  of  others 
better  qualified.  For  the  success  of  our  public  school  sys- 
tem, a  close  and  careful  supervision  over  the  literary,  pro- 
fessional, and  moral  qualifications  of  teachers  is  very  essen- 
tial. "We  hope,  therefore,  that  in  future  legislation,  all 
proper  means  for  elevating  the  profession  of  a  teacher,  and 
securing  in  it  a  higher  degree  of  skill  and  talent,  will  not 
be  neglected. 

As  regards  the  operations  inside  the  school-room,  there 
appears  to  be  a  want  of  system  in  our  public  schools,  that  is 
productive  of  waste  both  in  time  and  money.  This  want  of 
system  is  found  in  the  number  and  kind  of  studies  intro- 
duced, and  the  order  in  which  they  are  attended  to.  There 
appears  to  be  a  growing  tendency  to  crowd  into  our  schools 
too  many  of  the  higher  branches,  and  often  to  the  neglect 
of  important  rudimcntal  studies.  To  this  point,  perhaps 
more  than  any  other,  is  it  necessary,  at  this  time,  to  direct 
special  attention.  The  introduction  of  too  many  studies 
makes  classes  too  numerous,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  want 
of  proper  time  to  attend  to  them,  leads  to  superficial  and 
unsatisfactory  r^ults.  How  can  these  difficulties  be  re- 
moved ?  We  believe  they  can,  to  a  great  extent,  by  the 
adoption  of  a  judicious  and  systematic  course  of  studies  for 
our  public  schools ;  and  to  that  end,  would  it  not  be  advisa- 
ble for  our  legislature  to  empower  the  state  superintendent 
and  the  trustees,  and  principal,  of  our  state  Normal  school, 


to  fix  apoQ  such  a  coarse  of  stndies  as  tliey  in  their  judgment 
may  think  best,  and  which  may  scrye  as  a  guide  to  all  oar  "^ 
schools. 

J.  L.  KANOUSE, 
Toion  Superintendent. 


RANDOLPH. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  April  last,  it  was  voted  to 
raise  by  tax  two  and  ilfty-hundedth  dollars  per  sciioiai*,  and 
there  being  in  the  nine  districts  nine  hundred  and  fifty-four 
children,  entitled  the  schools  to  an  amount  of         $2885  00 

But  no  part  of  this  year's  tax  has  been  received, 
From  state  fund  we  have  received  -  -        338  34 

From  surplus  revenue  received,  -  •  •        195  65 

Prom  back  taxes  of  1855,  -  -  .         150  00 

From  superintendent  of  1855,    -  -  -        180  67 


Whole  amount  to  support  the  schools  of  1856,  $3249  56 
This  amount  is  amply  sufficient  to  keep  the  schools  open 
the  whole  year  without  being  embarrassed  for  money,  &c., 
but  yet,  nearly  every  district  is  behind  and  in  debt  to  teach- 
ers from  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  lesser  sums.  The 
cause  is,  the  township  taxes  are  not  paid  in  promptly  and 
fully,  and  also  the  paying  of  the  township,  county  and  state 
debts  first,  out  of  the  taxes  received,  and  the  balance  if  any 
is  handed  over  to  the  superintendent,  for  the  use  of  the 
schools,  and  the  result  is  that  the  superintendent  receives 
about  half  the  amount  voted  to  be  raised  per  scholar,  and 
from  appearances  this  year  the  schools  will  pot  receive  over 
one  thousand  dollars  of  the  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty-five  dollars.  In  some  of  the  districts  the  schools  have 
to  be  kept  open  by  subscription,  and  even  then  they  cannot 
have  schools  on  an  average  over  nine  months  in  the  year. 
The  teachers  are  all  regularly  licensed,  and  most  of  them 
entitled  to  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  keeping  up  an  excellent 
system  of  school  exercises,  under  which  the  children  must 
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iinproYe,  as  improvement  after  all  depends  more  tpon  tbe 
teacher  than  the  book.  It  is  the  teacher's  duty  to  instruct 
and  not  leave  it  all  to  the  book  the  scholar  holds.  Instruc- 
tion is  talk,  something  for  the  ear  and  memory,  and  this  a 
child  is  slow  to  get  from  the  book  where  the  mind  is  re- 
quired; and  consequently  I  have  endeavored  to  impress 
upon  the  teachers  the  &ct  that  they  ought  to  be  able  to  in- 
struct the  scholars  by  a  system  of  exercises  drawn  from  what 
they  know  themselves,  for  what  the  teacher  don't  know^  the 
pupil  never  will,  as  a  general  rule- 
Some  three  or  four  of  the  school  houses  in  our  township 
are  very  poor  constructions,  indeed ;  others  again  are  capa- 
ble of  keeping  the  children  comfortable ;  but  in  each  district 
thej  all  talk  of  new  buildings,  and  if  interest  in  public 
schools  don't  induce  them  to  act,  necessity  soon  will. 

I  find  the  average  ages  of  the  scholars  to  be  from  eleven 
to  thirteen  years,  inclusive ;  few  attend  the  schools  over  six- 
teen years  of  age,  unless  it  be  during  the  winter  term,  when 
a  few  from  seventeen  to  eighteen  attend.  In  sunmier  I  find 
some  children  in  attendance  who  have  not  yet  reached  the 
statutory  age,  and  this  results  in  the  teacher  having  the 
trouble  of  watching  them,  instead  of  the  mother,  an  evil  I 
may  say  that  ought  to  be  remedied. 

District  number  one  is  incorporated.  "We  have  no  county 
examiners,  and  this  duty  devolves  upon  the  superintendent 
and  the  trustees  of  the  several  districts.  Though  the  super- 
intendent is  expected,  and  does  in  most  cases,  license  the 
teachers  without  consulting  the  trustees,  the  responsibility 
rests  upon  him  alone.  I  don't  think  the  cause  of  education 
is  growing  any  worse,  though  in  many  instances  we  have  to 
confess  the  existence  of  apathy. 

JAS.  H.  NEIGHBOR, 

Town  Superintendent. 


ROCKAWAY. 

I  enclose  you  the  school  statistics  from  this  township. 
9 
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There  hag  been  considerable  of  an  excitement  this  fall, 
concerning  the  state  school  fund,  it  not  having  be6n  received 
in  time  to  meet  the  demands  for  it.  I  think  that  it  shonld 
be  so  arranged,  that  we  could  hare  our  school  moneys  at  the 
proper  time,  for  such  delays  Cause  trouble  both  to  superin- 
tendents and  teachers. 

Our  trustees  have  nearly  all  adopted  the  plan  of  taxing 
the  inhabitants  for  a  small  portion  of  their  schooling,  so  that 
the  schools  may  be  kept  open  the  whole  year. 

T.  NAUGHRIGHT, 
Town  Superintendent. 


OCEAN  COUNTY. 

BRICK   TOWNSHIP. 

While  our  report  is  not,  in  all  respects,  as  full  as  could 
be  desired,  in  the  absence  of  more  complete  returns  from 
the  teachers,  (some  of  whom  furnish  no  reports  at  all,)  it  is 
about  as  full  as  we  are  able  to  make  it.  While  we  have  not 
made -any  very  great  advancement  in  our  public  school 
operatioiis,  it  will  nevertheless  be  seen  by  a  comparison 
with  last  yearns  report,  that  wo  have  made  some  improve- 
ment. In  district  No.  2,  (Herberton,)  they  have  erected  a 
good  brick  edijBce  at  a  cost  of  about  $700. 

Schools  have  been  open  a  part  of  the  year  in  all  the  dis- 
tricts, except  the  part  of  district  on  the  Beach.  In  some  of 
the  districts,  schools  have  been  open  a  longer  time  than 
usual.  While  we  are  obliged  to  regret  the  indifference  of 
many,  on  the  whole  we  are  glad  to  believe  that  the  people 
are  becoming  more  generally  interested  in  the  subject  of 
educatiott.  They  are  beginning  to  realize  to  some  extent 
that  it  will  not  do  to  depend  upon  teachers  from  abroad; 
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vhen  he  has  held  it  only  eight ;  how  can  he  obtain  sufficient 
data,  when  our  legislature  foi^t  to  attach  a  penalty  to  the 
only  law  by  which  he  can  be  enabled  to  obtain  the  necessary 
information.  Why  not  provide  for  their  (the  teachers)  re* 
port  in  the  same  manner  as  for  the  saporintendents. 

I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  town  superintendent  last 
April,  and  find  our  schools  in  a  backward  and  embarrassed 
condition.    The  small  amount  received  from  the  state,  with 
the  excessive  desire  which,  unfortunately,  all  human  l)eing8 
po^^ess  to  obtain  i^nd  reiain  all  tlK\v  can,  is  a  serions  hind- 
RiBce.    By  employing  half-pay  teachers,  most  of  the  dis- 
tricts are  enabled  to  have  free  schools  for  six  months,  the 
remainder  of  the  year  the  houses  are  locked,  and  the  chil- 
dren running  at  large,  forgetting  what  they  have  learned, 
which,  by  the  way,  is  no  very  serious  task,  and  not  much  of 
a  loss  when  accomplished.    We  want  more  money  or  none  I 
Cannot  some  legislation  be  had  by  which  our  schools  will  be 
entirely  free? 

Will  not  our  legislature  so  amend  their  last  winter's  act 
as  to  prevent  teachers  from  receiving  their  pay  until  they 
have  reported  to  the  town  superintendciit  ?  and  then  supply 
him  with  blanks  for  the  teachers  ?  Our  school  laws  have 
been  much  improved,  bat  are  still  like  a  rough  farm,  want 
<X)unter-hewing» 

W.  E.  MATTISON, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WASHDWJTOJf. 

Our  schools,  for  the  most  part,  are  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion, and  we  fondly  hope  that  the  time  is  not  very  far  distant 
vrhen  our  schools  will  stand  on  a  level  with  any  in  the  state. 

We  have  found  it  quite  difficult  to  procure  the  right  kind 
of  teachers.  As  there  are  so  many  who  appear  to  care  more 
for  money  than  they  do  for  the  welfare  of  the  immortal 
minds  placed  under  them,  but  we  hope  that  this  evil  will 
soon  be  remedied  by  the  good  effects  of  our  Normal  school. 


There  hag  been  considerable  of  an  excitement  this  fall, 
concerning  the  state  school  fund,  it  not  having  be6n  received 
in  time  to  meet  the  demands  for  it.  I  think  that  it  shonld 
be  90  arranged,  that  we  could  have  our  school  moneys  at  thft 
proper  time,  for  such  delays  Cause  trouble  both  to  superia- 
tendents  and  teachers. 

Our  trustees  have  nearly  all  adopted  the  plan  of  taxing 
the  inhabitants  for  a  small  portion  of  their  schooling,  so  that 
the  schools  may  be  kept  open  the  whole  year. 

T.  NAUGHRIGHT, 
Town  Superintendents 


OCEAN  COUNTY. 

BRICK   TOWNSHIP. 

While  our  report  is  not,  in  all  respects,  as  full  as  could 
be  desired,  in  the  absence  of  more  complete  returns  from 
the  teachers,  (some  of  whom  furnish  no  reports  at  all,)  it  is 
about  as  full  as  we  are  able  to  make  it.  While  we  have  not 
made -any  very  great  advancement  in  our  public  school 
operatioiis,  it  will  nevertheless  be  seen  by  a  comparison 
with  last  yearns  report,  that  wo  have  made  some  improve- 
ment. In  district  No.  2,  (Herberton,)  they  have  erected  a 
good  brick  edijBce  at  a  cost  of  about  $700. 

Schools  have  been  open  a  part  of  the  year  in  all  the  dis- 
ti'icts,  except  the  part  of  district  on  the  Beach.  In  some  of 
the  districts,  schools  have  been  open  a  longer  time  than 
tisual.  While  we  are  obliged  to  regret  the  indifiference  of 
many,  on  the  whole  we  are  glad  to  believe  that  the  people 
are  becoming  more  generally  interested  in  the  subject  of 
educatiott.  They  are  beginning  to  realize  to  some  extent 
timt  it  will  not  do  to  depend  upon  teachers  from  abroad; 


125 

fhat  tbej  must  raise  their  own  teachers.  When  this  feeling 
becomes  general,  and  is  encouraged  by  a  more  liberal  policy 
in  state  appropriations  to  free  schools,  our  children  "will 
become  educated.    We  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant. 

W.  F.  BROWN, 

Toion  Superintendent. 


DOVER. 

Most  of  our  schools  have  been  suspended  through  the 
summer,  but  the  prospect  for  the  coming  winter  is  more  en- 
couraging. The  population  in  some  of  our  districts  is  go 
sparse  that  eflScient  teachers  cannot  be  procured  at  euch 
salaries  as  the  inhabitants  could  pay,  and  the  amount  of 
public  funds  must  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  child- 
ren. There  have  been  none  kept  entirely  free.  There  is 
one  new  school  house  in  course  of  finishing  in  our  village ; 
it  has  two  stories  and  is  designed  for  two  schools,  a  male 
and  female.  It  will  cost,  with  its  furniture,  from  fifteen  to 
sixteen  hundred  dollars.  Of  our  other  school  houses,  as  a 
general  thing,  I  cannot  speak  very  flatteringly.  All  the 
teachers  have  been  examined  and  licensed  by  me.  We 
have  no  county  board  of  examiners. 

JAMES  B.  LANE, 

Tovm  Superintendent. 


JACKSON. 

In  presenting  to  you  the  condition  of  our  schools,  I  will 
fii-st  state  we  have  seven  districts,  six  of  which  have  schools 
at  the  present  time.  Two  of  said  schools  have  been  open 
for  nine  months,  and  are  in  a  very  good  condition;  the 
others  are  making  some  little  progress.  The  school  at 
Cassville  is  a  very  good  one  for  this  section  of  country. 
The  house  has  been  remedied  this  year.  Some  of  the  other 
houses  are  in  a  bad  condition  for  a  winter  school.  We 
have  not  bad  any  free  schools  in  this  township  this  year, 
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owing  to  the  bad  use  of  the  school  money  by  the  town  oflB- 
cers.  The  township  collector  of  1855  made  use  of  all  the 
state  school  money,  a  part  of  which  has  not  been  collected 
yet.  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  the  money  of  the  state 
to  come  direct  from  the  county  collector  to  the  town  super- 
intendent. 

JOHN  CONINE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


STAFFORD. 

We  have  no  county  examiners  for  this  county.  The 
several  teachers  have  been  licensed  according  to  law,  and 
the  schools  will,  I  think,  compare  favorably  with  those  of 
most  otjier  townships. 

The  general  attendance  has  materially  improved  since 
my  last  report.  There  are  no  districts  in  the  township  in 
which  the  schools  have  been  free.  In  most  cases  they  have 
divided  the  free  money  equally  in  each  term  among  those 
who  have  attended,  in  proportion  to  their  attendance.  I 
thing  this  plan  gives  the  best  satisfaction,  and  has  the  eflFect 
to  insure  a  better  general  attendance. 

WALTER  B.  ABBOTT, 
Town  Superintendent. 


PIUMSTEAD. 

In  most  of  our  schools  we  have  frequent  changes  of 
teachers,  vacations  of  indefinite  length,  and  bo  regular 
school  register  kept  by  the  different  teachers  remaining  in 
the  schools  for  reference.  I  find  it  impossible  to  obtain 
accurate  reports  from  all  of  the  districts.  I  think,  as  the 
law  requires  every  teacher  to  keep  a  complete  register,  it 
should  have  made  some  provision  for  the  supply  of  blank 
books  ruled  and  prepared  for  the  purpose.  They  could  be 
got  up  in  a  cheap  form  by  some  book  firm,  sufiBcient  for  the 
supply  of  the  whole  state,  and  notice  given  to  the  .snperin- 
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tendeDt  of  the  fie^eral  townsbipe  Trben  thej  were  readf . 
I  think  thej  would  meet  with  ready  sale.  Our  teachers  do 
not  like  the  task  of  preparing  the  books  themselves,  and  I 
regret  to  gay,  I  very  much  doubt  the  .ability  of  gome  of  them 
to  do  so  correctly. 

I  cannot  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  much  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  our  schools  since  last  year.  Some 
of  the  districts  have  made  some  slight  repairs  in  their 
Bchool  houses,  but  nothing  worthy  of  being  called  improve- 
ment has  been  done,  except  in  district  No.  4,  the  only  in- 
corporated district  in  the  township.  You  will  recollect  this, 
at  New  Egypt,  as  the  one  you  visited  and  favoi'cd  with  a 
very  able  lecture  on  education,  a  short  time  since. 

In  this  district  we  have  done  something  toward  improve- 
ment. We  have  completely  new  seated  and  furnished  the 
school  room  in  the  best  manner,  at  an  expense  of  $200,  but 
it  required  a  mighty  effort  from  the  few  individuals  who 
had  become  convinced  of  the  necessity  for  comfort  and  con- 
venience inside  of  the  school  house.  We  also  pay  a  larger 
salary — ^|400  a  year — as  an  inducement  to  a  better  class  of 
teachers,  and  have  also  improved  considerable  in  this 
respect.  We  are  now  deliberating  upon  the  question  of 
the  expediency  and  practicability  of  having  two  depart- 
ments in  our  school,  under  two  teachers.  Whether  we  shall 
succeed  in  this  or  not  I  cannot  tell,  but  I  think  pomo  change 
will  be  made  before  long,  as  the  school  does  not  meet  the 
wants  of  the  place  as  it  is. 

Our  schools  are  all  in  operation  now,  all  under  male 
teachers,  nearly  all  laboring  under  the  same  disadvantages 
noticed  in  last  year's  report,  viz:  irregular  attendance, 
want  of  uniformity  in  books,  lack  of  interest  in  the  patrons, 
Ac,  &c.  Truly  much  remains  to  be  done  before  our  public 
schools  become  what  they  should  be — good  enough  to  put  a 
good  education  within  the  reach  of  every  child  in  the  land, 
independent  of  boarding  schools. 

No  county  examiners  have  been  appointed  in  Ocean 
county.  I  have  been  called  on  to  license  but  two  teachers. 
Very  little  regard  is  paid  to  law  in  this  vicinity ;   custom 
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and  convenience  are  regarded  before  law  in  most  cases. 
Three  oF  our  districts  have  made  their  schools  free,  being 
open  about  two- thirds  of  the  year.  I  received  reports  from 
all  in  the  spring  and  have  visited  each  school  several  times 
during  the  jear. 

DANIEL  A.  WARREN, 
Toion  Superintendent. 


PASSAIC  COUNTY. 


ACQUACKANONCK  TOWNSHIP. 


The  township  of  Acquackanonck  has  seven  districts,  and 
two  union,  or  parts  of  districts,  four  of  which  are  in  a  pros- 
perous condition ;  the  remainder  are  not  so  well  attended. 
Tho  nuokber  of  pupils  taught  in  the  township  is  about  three 
Imndred  and  thirty.  The  average  price  of  tuition  is  about 
ninety  dollars.  The  amount  received,  and  yet  due  from  the 
state,  is,  in  total,  three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars,  from 
the  township,  total,  eight  hundred  dollars.  Two  free  schools 
Taise  09  extra  amount.  All  the  money  spent  has  been  fen* 
tuition,  except  two  or  three  small  amounts  for  repairs. 

School-houses  generally  in  good  condition,  mostly  or  all 
of  wood,  with  but  one  room,  and  play-grounds  attached. 

Care  is  taken  to  select  qualified  teachers,  of  good  morals, 
mostly  young  men. 

I  ^61  ted  the  schools  each  quarter,  generally.  The  books 
are  such  as  are  most  generally  used,  and  much  the  same  in 
all  tbe  schools. 

I  find  a  general  complaint  among  all  the  teachers,  that 
little  or  no  interest  is  manifested  by  the  inhabitants,  and 
not  much  by  the  trustees.    Few  visit  the  schools  at  all. 

Some  few  years  since  I  was  superintendent ; .  I  then  gave 
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notice  to  the  trustees  of  the  seven  districts,  that  I  intended 
to  apply  the  amounts  due  to  each  district  in  quarterly  pay- 
ments, and  requested  the  trustees  to  make  arrangements  or 
provision  for  the  balance,  to  keep  the  schools  open  the  wholo 
year.  It  had  a  good  effect,  and  I  left  the  schools  in  good 
condition.  In  taking  charge  this  spring,  as  superintendent, 
I  found  my  predecessors  had  varied  the  rule,  and  kept  open 
tin  the  money  was  expended,  according  to  the  letter  of  the 
law. 

This  makes  it  difficult  for  the  smaller  and  weak  districts ; 
if  all  the  money  is  spent  upon  free  schools,  making  at  the 
most  but  two  quarters,  the  schools  are  closed  the  remainder 
of  the  year ;  the  inhabitants  will  not  raise  sufficient  to  em- 
ploy a  teacher  for  two  quarters ;  if  quarterly  divided  among 
them,  they  feel  more  interest  and  less  difficulty  to  raise  each 
quarter  one  dollar  or  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents  per  scholar, 
which  will  enable  them  to  keep  the  school  open  all  the  year. 
As  to  the  law,  whether  its  features  can  be  so  changed  as  to 
suit  the  general  interest  of  the  state,  in  keeping  the  schools 
open  with  the  present  amount  received  from  the  state  and 
townships,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  I  only  know  it  gave 
impulse  to  our  districts,  by  dividing  it  quarterly.  I  have 
thrown  out  these  hints  for  your  consideration,  knowing  it  is 
important  for  the  improvement  of  the  scholars  to  have  the 
schools  open  all  the  year.  It  would  be  most  desirable,  if  the 
schools  were  all  free ;  this  would  give  all  an  equal  chance ; 
hut  the  townships  will  not  raise  sufficient  for  that  purpose, 
in  addition  to  the  state  fands. 

The  schools  are  all  open  at  present,  and  I  hope  they  will 
continue  open  through  the  year. 

C.  G.  VAN  RIPER, 
Town  Superintendent. 


PATERSON. 


Enclosed  find  my  report  on  the  state  of  the  public  schools 
ia  the  city  of  Paterson,  for  the  past  year.    Out  schools  are 


in  a  prosperous  condition;  (thanks  to  people,  teachers,  and 
pupils.)  Teachers  and  pupils  improving  their  time,  and  the 
cause  of  public  education  seeminglj  taking  a  strong  hold  oa 
our  community. 

The  board  of  education  of  this  city  have  erected,  during 
the  year,  two  neat,  substantial,  and  every  way  convenient 
school-houses,  capable  of  containing  thirteen  hundred  chil- 
dren. Indeed,  our  city  has  made  giant  strides  in  the  cause 
of  public  education,  for  which  I  have  no  doubt  its  citizens, 
present  and  future  ^  will  reap  the  reward. 

Please  visit  us,  and  examine  our  schools. 

ANDREW  DERROM, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 


SALEM  COUNTY. 

LOWER  ALLOWAY's  CREEK. 

In  making  out  this  report,  I  have  taken  great  pains  to 
make  it  correct,  but  I  find  it  impossible  to  fill  the  blanks  of 
three  months,  six  months,  nine  months,  &c.,with  any  degree 
of  accuracy.  '  If  our  teachers  continued  all  the  year  in  our 
schools  it  might  be  done ;  but  you  will  see  that  we  have  had, 
on  an  average,  about  two  teachers  to  each  school,  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  You  ask  of  me,  and  the  law  requires,  a 
report  to  cover  the  whole  year.  Well,  if  the  year  termi- 
nates with  the  date  of  the  report,  of  course  it  must  com- 
mence a  year  previous,  and  must  cover  last  winter's  quarter. 
Well,  I  find  by  reference  to  the  teacher's  register  of  last 
winter,  in  the  district  where  I  live,  some  ten  or  a  dozen 
names  who  are  not  now  in  the  district.  Two  families,  at 
least,  removed  into  Cumberland  county  in  the  spring,  and 
two  more  have  gone  to  the  west. 


ISl 

I  would  suggest  and  request  you  to  urge  it  upon  the  legis- 
lature to  alter  the  law,  so  as  to  make  the  school  year  begin 
in  April,  after  the  annual  meeting  to  choose  trustees,  or  as 
soon  after  moving  time  as  possible,  for  every  district  and 
every  township  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  new  set  of  children 
after  moving  time.  And  to  terminate  on  the  first  of  April 
following. 

The  trustees  ought  also  to  be  bound  by  the  law  to  give 
the  names  of  every  child  in  their  respective  districts — it 
would  be  of  much  more  importance  than  giving  the  names 
of  the  parents.    Some  of  them  now  do  it,  but  others  do  not. 
They  report  in  this  way:  Jacob  Nixon,  two  ;  William  Hop- 
kins, two;  William  Plummer,  five,  &c. ;  they  say  it  is  too 
much  trouble  to  give  the  names,  and  the  law  don^t  require  it. 
The  superintendent  would  thus  be  enabled  to  see  and  know 
when  the  children  are  counted  in  two  places.    In  many  in- 
stances, the  parents  live  in  one  district,  and  the  children 
(some  of  them)  in  another.    Well,  the  trustees  will  say : 
J.  S.,  four,  counting  all — and  at  the  same  time  one  or  two  of 
them  may  be  living  (temporarily)  in  other  districts. 

I  would  say,  I  deem  it  impossible  ever  to  got  anything 
like  correct  school  statistics,  without  something  of  this  kind 
is  done. 

BENJAMIN  HARRIS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


PILESGROVE. 

There  are  in  this  township  nine  school  districts,  and  thir- 
teen school-houses ;  there  having  been  this  year  two  new 
frame  houses  built.  The  school-houses  in  this  township  are 
mostly  in  good  repair,  and  comfortable,  and  suited  to  their 
localities.  The  amount  of  money  received  for  school  pur- 
poses is  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  thirteen 
cents ;  from  the  state,  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars  and 
eighty  cents,  and  from  the  county,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  dollai-s  and  thirty-three  cents,  being  the  interest  on 


the  surplus  revenue.  The  township  raises  no  money  for 
school  purposes.  The  second  apportionment  of  the  school 
money,  previous  years,  has  always  come  to  hand,  I  believe, 
in  November,  but  this  year  there  has,  of  the  second  appor- 
tionment, been  but  one  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars,  sixty- 
six  cents  received,  and  that  from  the  state.  Why  the  delay, 
I  am  not  informed.  The  board  of  freeholders  have  not  ap- 
pointed county  examiners. 

There  are  several  things  required  by  you,  in  making  up 
the  report  in  the  townships,  which  it  is  not  possible  to  collect 
accurately,  unless  there  is  a  better  system  adopted  in  the 
schools  by  the  teachers.  Now  I  would  suggest,  that  every 
school  be  furnished  with  a  well  bound  book,  to  be  kept  in 
the  school,  as  the  property  of  the  school,  ruled  after  the 
manner  of  the  blank  reports  furnished,  requiring  the  number 
of  scholars  taught,  twelve,  nine,  six,  and  three  months,  &c. 
For  in  some  districts  a  school  is  kept  open  three  quarters  in 
the  year,  and  each  one  taught  by  a  different  person,  and  no 
record  made  in  the  school,  of  what  is  required  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  town  to  the  state  superintendent,  and  the 
teacher,  out  of  reach,  makes  it  difficult  to  get  the  data  to 
make  up  a  correct  report  as  required. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  the 
money  that  is  appropriated  to  the  several  townships,  to  come 
from  the  county  officer,  direct  into  the  hands  of  the  town 
superintendent,  instead  of  going  first  into  the  hands  of  the 
township  collector,  for  this  township,  has  suffered  great  de- 
lay and  inconvenience  in  this  respect,  by  the  collector's  get- 
ting the  moneyj  and  not  being  willing  to  pay  it  out.  There 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  old  collector,  James  M.  Reed, 
$53.70,  not  paid  over* 

JOSEPH  K.  RILEY, 
Town  Superintendent 


SALEM. 


It  will  be  perceived  from  the  above  report,  that  the 
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Bchools  of  Salem  township  aro  free ;  that  they  are  open 
through  the  whole  year,  and  that  the  expense  of  education 
for  each  pupil,  inclusive  of  fuel,  books,  &c.,  is  three  dollars 
and  fifteen  cents.  Salem  township  has  some  advantages  for 
carrying  out  the  public  school  system.  It  is  a  compact 
township,  with  a  slight  country  population,  and  is  thus  able 
to  dispense  with  districts,  and  to  comprise  the  school  in  one 
building,  with  the  b€?nefit  of  separate  departments. 

The  school  for  colored  children  is  distinct.  This  receives 
fifty  dollars  of  the  public  money,  and  thirty  dollars  from 
the  orthodox  Friends.  It  includes  parts  of  two  townships, 
and  is  not  entirely  free.  Salem  township  appropriates  to 
this  school,  at  the  rate  which  it  costs  to  educate  the  white 
children,  viz.,  three  dollars  and  fifteen  cents,  for  each  col- 
ored child  that  attends  the  school. 

The  teachers  have  been  regularly  examined  and  licensed 
according  to  law. 

Examiners  have  never  been  appointed  for  the  county. 

Tovm  Superintendent. 


UPPER  ALLOWAT^S  CREEK. 

The  subject  of  free  schools,  just  in  our  immediate  vicinity, 
is  talked  about  some  considerably.  Some  find  serious  ob- 
jections to  some  of  its  provisions,  whilst,  others  approve  it ; 
at  least  those  of  our  tax  paying  inhabitants  who  pay  the 
least  taxes,  that  is,  in  regard  to  the  district  taxation.  I,  for 
one,  think  that  it  bears  unequal  upon  the  inhabitants,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  a  number  of  rich  or  influential  persona 
move  into  our  district  from  the  surrounding  neighborhood, 
and  school  their  children,  and  the  larger  portion  of  their 
property  lays  out  of  the  district,  which  makes  them  a  small 
tax,  in  proportion  to  the  land  holders  in  the  district,  which 
makes  some  hard  feeling  and  a  diversity  of  opinion. 

If  the  legislature  could  make  some  other  provisions,  that 
would  seem  more  just  and  equitable  law,  it  would  suit  that 
portion  who  pay  the  largest  taxes. 
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We  have,  in  this  district,  built  a  Tery  handsome  brick 
school-house  this  past  summer,  by  taxation.  The  size  is 
thirty-six  by  twenty-four  feet,  two  stories  high,  and  cost 
about  two  thousand  dollars,  making  two  of  the  same  kind  in 
our  district.  They  opened  a  school  in  the  new  house  about 
the  first  of  December, 

G.  REMSTER,  Jb., 
Town  Superintendent. 


UPPER  PENNS'  NECK. 

« 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  I  have  setoff  one  new  district 
from  parts  of  two  other  districts;  making  the  access  of  chil- 
dren residing  in  the  remote  pans  of  the  aforesaid  districts, 
much  more  convenient.  In  the  new  district  a  new  house  has 
been  erected,  by  the  liberality  and  perseverence  of  the 
friends  of  education  in  that  locality,  without  leaving  a  debt 
on  said  house  to  be  paid  by  (as  is  too  often  the  case)  resort- 
ing to  the  "  free  money." 

We  have  eleven  public  schools  in  our  township,  and  one 
select  school  at  Pennsgrove;  the  scholars  of  which  would  do 
credit  to  any  school  in  the  county,  and  are  pursuing  their 
studies  with  an  eagerness  calculated  to  gladden  the  heart  of 
their  teacher,  and  encourage  and  gratify  those  by  whose 
interest  and  exertion  the  school  has  been  gotten  up. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  is  an  increasing 
interest  manifested  in  the  cause  of  education  in  our  town* 
ship;  yet  there  are  some  things  still  existing,  which  the 
friends  of  education  have  to  deplore ;  the  want  of  funds 
sufficient  to  enable  the  trustees  to  employ  competent  teach- 
ers, and  to  keep  the  schools  open  throughout  the  year,  (or 
the  greater  part  thereof,)  and  free  to  all  who  may  wish  to 
attend.  Whereas  you  will  see  by  the  report  from  our  town- 
ship, that  we  have  but  thirteen  hundred  and  forty-one  dol- 
lars and  sixty-six  cents,  for  the  present  year,  from  all  sources, 
for  school  purposes ;  and  the  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
scholars,  at  two  dollars  per  quarter^  for  but  one  quarter, 
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would  amount  to  nineteen  hundred  and  sixteen  dollard, 
showing  that  all  the  money  that  we  receive  for  the  year  is 
not  sufficient  to  give  each  child  in  our  township  one  quarter 
free,  by  five  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars  and  thirty- 
four  cents;  and  yet,  strange  as  it'  may  seem,  there  are  those 
to  be  found  who  oppose  the  raising  of  money  by  tax  for 
school  purposes,  and  claiming,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  phil* 
anthropists,  and  benefactors  of  mankind. 

There  is  a  complaint  from  another  source,  which  I  feci 
called  upon  to  make,  though  I  wouIdnotTalling]ycompluin\ 
It  is,  that  trustees  so  often  employ  individuals  to  ceacli, 
without  first  obtaining  their  license ;  trusting  that  all  will  be 
right  if  they  but  pass  their  examination  and  obtain  their 
license,  before  presenting  their  order  for  "  the  free  money ;" 
and  if  the  examination  is,  at  the  close,  what  it  should  have 
been  at  the  beginning,  we  find  disappointment  and  dissatis- 
faction, not  only  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  but  also  on  the 
part  of  his  employers.    My  experience  and  observation  has 
led  me  to  the  conclusion,  that  there  is  much  time  lost  on  the 
part  of  scholars  or  children,  from  the  want,  in  many  instances, 
of  experience  and  skill  in  the  teachers.    I  believe,  therefore, 
that  teaching,  as  a  profession,  should  receive  such  encourage- 
ment as  to  induce  individuals,  both  male  and  female,  to 
qualify  themselves  for  the  responsible  duties  it  involves; 
and  I  believe  further,  that  none  but  persons  of  good  moral 
character,  who  have  first  learned  to  govern  themselves, 
should  be  engaged  or  employed  "  to  teach  the  young  idea 
how  to  shoot,"  or  have  to  them  entrusted  the  disciplining  of 
the  youthful  mind. 

J.  K.  LOUDERBACK, 
Town  Superintendents 


tJPPEB  PIWSGEOYE. 


The  eight  school  districts  of  Upper  Pittsgrove  remain  the 
same  as  last  year,  and  with  two  exceptions,  there  have  been 
no  applications  to  be  set  over  from  one  district  to  another. 
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Tliese  transfers,  as  tending  to  confuse  the  boundaries  of  tbe 
Several  districts,  have  been  discouraged. 

There  are  two  instances  of  small  and  thinly  populated 
•adjacent  districts,  in  which  an  eflFort  at  a  consolidation  has 
been  made,  but  owing  to  a  diversity  of  opinion  respecting 
its  propriety  among  the  inhabitants,  nothing  has  been 
effected.  The  five  half  districts  are  unchanged  from  their 
connection  with  adjacent  districts  in  adjoining  townships. 

The  schools,  when  in  session,  have  been  usually  well  at- 
tended, and  have  been  supplied  with  teachers  of  about  the 
ordinary  degree  of  qualification.  A  few  teachers  appreciate 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  their  vocation,  while  by 
far  the  greater  part  evince  but  little  either  of  taste  or  tact 
for  teaching,  and  seem  to  make  it  only  the  pass  time  of  an 
otherwise  profitless  winter's  occupation.  This  is  destructive 
of  prosperity  in  our  schools,  and  points  significantly  to  the 
necessity  of  a  uniformly  rigid  system  of  examination  and 
license,  in  order  to  the  employment  of  those  only,  who 
devote  themselves  to  teaching,  as  a  calling. 

The  first  three  districts  and  the  eighth,  being  much  larger 
numerically  than  the  others,  have  so  much  of  the  public 
nwney  as  enables  them  to  sustain  a  school  for  nine  months 
in  the  year.  The  inhabitants  are  more  attentive  to  the 
annual  trustee  elections,  and  by  getting  prompt  school  offi- 
cers, they  usually  are  able  to  secure  good  teachers.  Yet 
the  most  advanced  of  these  schools  have  great  room  for 
improvement,  as  is  evinced  by  the  want  of  a  proper  ambi- 
tion among  the  pupils  and  appropriate  facilities  for  teaching. 

The  fourth  district,  though  small,  has  had  two  terms  of 
school  session  in  the  year.  They  at  present  have,  as  teacher, 
a  member  of  the  State  Normal  School,  and  from  the  satisfac- 
tion given,  we  anticipate  great  benefits  from  this  grand  en- 
terprise. 

The  three  remaining  districts  have  had  a  winter  session 
only,  tlie  want  of  means  preventing  a  continuance  of  the 
schools. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  inequality  of  advantages  for 
obtaining  an  education,  in  the  different  districts,  may  be 
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removed.  It  has  been  suggested,  Tis  a  remedy,  that  the  state 
$hall  assume  more  entirely  the  control  of  the  public  schools ; 
xletermining  when  and  how  long  they  shall  be  in  session, 
and  furnishing  a  corps  of  qualified  teachers,  \rith  uniform 
tmd  liberal  salaries.  By  this  means  a  uniformity  of  text 
books  could  be  established,  and  many  of  the  evils  arising 
from  the  present  migratory  habits  of  teachers  be  avoided. 

There  has  been  some  reformation  in  the  condition  of  onr 
igchool  houses,  though  much  still  remains  to  beaeconiplished. 
A  new  frame  house  is  being  prepared  in  one  district,  to  sup- 
plant an  Old  structure,  which  has  been  a  faithful  monument 
of  service  and  neglect.  One  house  has  been  partially  re- 
paired, and  all  internally  need  it.  The  law  allowing  twenty 
dollars  to  be  annually  expended  for  school  house  repairs  in 
incorporated  districts,  some  trustees  apply  it  to  districts  not 
incorporated,  and  the  public  money  has  been  so  appropriated. 
Usage  has  aliso  authorised  the  application  of  the  public 
money  in  removing  debts  incurred  in  the  building  of  school 
houses,  though  I  find  nothing  in  the  law  warranting  such 
use. 

There  is  a  great  deficiency  of  appropriate  furniture  in  our 
school  rooms,  and  which  the  advancing  intelligence  of  the 
«ge  renders  very  necessary  to  supply.  Maps,  globes,  nu- 
merical frames,  square  and  cubical  blocks,  &c.,  to  be  used 
in  illustrating  the  rules  of  arithmetic  and  school  libraries, 
we  have  not.  We  want  also  more  attention  paid  to  the 
play  grounds,  shade  trees  and  sites  of  our  school  houses. 
The  neglect  to  properly  paint  and  adorn  them,  rendei*s 
them  to  the  eye  very  forbidding,  and  is  a  part  of  the  means 
which  gives  rise  to  the  prevailing  prejudice  in  children 
against  schools. 

There  are  now  four  schools  in  session,  in  which  three 
males  and  one  female  are  teaching.  As  teachers  are  ob- 
tained, the  schools  will  begin  their  winter  sessions, 

In  most  cases,  licenses  have  been  obtained,  but  through 
the  want  of  county  examiners  and  through  the  too  hasty 
acceptance  of  applications  from  teachers,  by  the  trustees, 
the  i:)btaining  ef  licenses  has  become  quite  a  thing  of  form, 
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and  the  provisions  of  the  law  relative  to  it  much  disre- 
garded.   The  school  once  commenced,  the  license  and  sal- 
ary are  expected,  of  course,  even  when  in  justice  to  both 
teacher  and  pupil,  they  should  be  withheld. 

By  the  earnest  efforts  of  a  few,  a  township  teachers  asso- 
ciation has  been  formed ;  but  as  yet,  it  has  hardly  members 
sufficient  for  its  continuance.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
county  association  of  teachers,  through  the  columns  of  the 
weekly  press,  are  enlisting  the  public  feeling  in  behalf  of 
education  and  in  teachers  exciting  a  laudable  ambition  to 
excel. 

The  schools  have  been  visited  once  in  each  quarter,  and 
in  some  instances  oftener.  Sometimes  I  have  received  invi- 
tations to  visit  schools  from  trustees,  but  seldom  haTO  been 
favored  with  their  presence.  The  present  school  law  exacts 
too  much  from  trustees,  without  any  compensation.  Their 
duties  are  too  numerous  and  important  to  be  so  often  neg- 
lected, and  they  cannot  faithfully  discharge  them  without 
remuneration.  Justice  requires  that  they  should  have  a 
fair  equivalent  for  their  time  and  service. 

The  text  books  in  use  are  Roses',  Greenleaf 's,  Thompson's 
and  Davies^  Arithmetics,  Mitchell's  School  Geography, 
Smith's  and  Bullion's  English  Grammar,  Comley's,  Web- 
ster^s  and  Towns'  Spelling  Books,  and  a  vast  Tariety  of 
reading  books. 

I  have  made  thirty-three  visits  to  the  several  schools 
while  in  session,  since  my  last  report,  and  in  some  instances, 
by  invitation  of  the  teacher,  have  conducted  the  exercises  of 
recitation. 

Many  of  the  teachers  have  been  furnished  with  blank 
reports,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  some  data,  upon  which  to 
found  an  opinion  of  the  condition  of  the  public  schools. 
The  reports  which  were  returned  to  me,  were  of  the  winter 
term  ;  the  fullest  of  any  season  of  the  year.  By  this  means, 
I  am  able,  with  approximate  certainty,  to  fill  the  accompa- 
nying blank,  which  you  transmitted  to  me. 

E.  L.  L.  SHEPPARD, 

Town  Superintendent, 
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SOMERSET  COUNTY. 

BEBNABD  TOWNSHIP. 

The  schools  of  this  township  have,  on  the  whole,  been 
conducted  with  less  efficiency  this  year  than  for  two  years 
past.  Only  one  has  been  in  operation  all  the  year.  In  one 
of  the  largest  districts  a  very  commodious  and  creditable 
new  hou^e  has  been  erected,  which,  however,  caused  the 
school  to  be  suspended  for  a  time.  In  other  districts,  the 
public  money  having  been  exhausted,  the  patrons  have  not 
chosen  to  continue  Uiem  at  private  expense. 

There  have  been  also  more  frequent  changes  of  teachers 
than  usual.  The  teachers,  however,  have  not  been  below 
the  ordinary  grade  in  qualifications,  (some  of  them  above 
it,)  and  the  schools  while  open  have  given  general  satisfac- 
tion. 

It  is  difficult  to  secure  full  and  accurate  reports  from  the 
trustees,  and  hence  the  figures  in  my  report  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  and  the  time  they  have  actually  been  in  school, 
are  only  the  nearest  approximation  to  the  truth  that  I  could 
make.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  blank  forms  now 
furnished  for  them  will  serve  to  remedy  this  defect. 

JOHN  C.  RANKIN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


BBANCHBURG. 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  Branchburg, 
we  believe  there  is  but  little  change  since  our  last  report. 
Our  school  houses  are  all  frame  buildings,  of  modern  style 
and  erection,  pleasantly  located,  with  some  play  ground, 
which  is  unfortunately  destitute  of  shade  trees.  Our 
county  board  of  examiners  is  still  su^ined,  which,  in 
connection  with  the  teachers'  institute,  affords  a  class  of 
teachers  qualified  at  least  in  a  moral  and  literary  point  of 
view.  Our  trustees  do  not  visit  the  schools  as  often  as 
duty  and  the  interest  of  the  scholars  demands,  and  as  for 


employers,  it  is  an  established  practice  tritli  them  to  otni"^ 
all  srtch  duties.    The  state  fund  surplus  revenue  and  towc»- 
ship  tax  affords  but  liitle  more  than  half  the  requisite  sutir» 
for  scliool  purposes  in  our  township,  and  two-thirds  of  thi^ 
is  raised  at  our  annual  town  meeting.     Raising  money  a<> 
town  meetings  for  school  purposes  invariably  produces  dis- 
cord and  contention,  which  is  very  much  to  be  regretted* 
We  believe  that  the  popular  and  ardent  desire  of  onr  town- 
ship is,  that  the  state  should  liberally  increase  it&  appropria- 
tions. 

JOHN  COX, 
Town  Suptrtntendeni. 

FRANKLIN. 

In  making  the  inclosed  report,  I  have  been  guided  by 
Fuch  information  as  I  could  obtain  from  the  teachers  and 
trustees  of  the  schools.    I  have  visited  all  the  schools  twice 
since  April,  (except  two^  which  I  have  visited  once,)  accom:- 
panied  by  one  or  two  of  the  trustees  occasionally,  and  find 
the  schools  in  a  comparatively  improved  condition.     Three 
or  four  of  the  school  houses  have  been  lately  built  and  are 
sufficiently  larger,  airy  and  convenient,  with  sufficient  play 
grounds,  and  furnished  with  maps  and  other  conveniences 
for  teaching.    Most  of  the  others  are  in  ordinary  repair, 
though  not  so  convenient.     We  have  an  efficient  board  of 
examiners  for  the  county^  who  monthly  attend  to  examining 
and  licensing  teachers.    The  teachers  appear  to  realize  their 
responsibilities  and  manifest  a  commendable  interesFt  in  the 
welfare  and  improvement  of  their  pupils.    The  inhabitants 
of  the  township  also  manifest  a  general  interest  in  the  cause 
of  education,  by  voting  annually  a  liberal  sum  for  the  main- 
tenance of  schools.    Still  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  there  arc 
some  who  do  not  atail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  educa- 
tion so  liberally  tendered  to  them.     The  money  received 
from  the  state  and  raised  by  tax  is  insufficient  to  support  tho 
schools  free,  but  schools  have  been  kept  free  in  six  of  the 
districts,  an  average  of  nine  months  the  past  year. 
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Having  just  received  the  instructions,  I  am  unable  to 
comply  with  them  all,  but  would  suggest  that  each  school 
he  Buppljed  with  a  copy  of  them.  • 

J.  J.  VAN  NOSTRAND, 
Town  Superintendent. 


SUSSEX  COUNTY. 


BYBAM  TOWNSHIP. 


Our  schools  have  been  very  generally  in  operation  through- 
out the  year,  and  the  attendance,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the 
enclosed  report,  has  been  good.  We  have  labored  under  a 
serious  disadvantage,  however,  which  I  suppose  has  been 
common  throughout  the  state ;  in  reference  to  procuring  the 
school  funds  from  the  state  due  the  township.  In  the  spring, 
I  received  the  half  of  the  amount  as  usual ;  and  on  the  first 
of  October  was  informed  by  the  county  collector,  that  the 
balance  could  not  be  had  from  the  state,  until  after  Novem- 
ber first.  On  that  day  I  made  application  again,  and  was 
paid  half  of  the  amount  ordinarily  due  October  first y  and  no- 
tified that  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  funds  in  the  state 
treasury,  the  balance'could  not  be  paid  until  January  first, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven  ;  as  our  taxes  are  not  due 
until  December,  the  consequence  has  been  that  all  the  schools 
in  the  township  have  been  conducted  on  the  "  credit  system," 
in  a  great  measure,  and  the  teachers  been  nearly  without 
funds  during  the  summer,  while  the  orders  of  the  district 
trustees  remain  unpaid,  awaiting  the  collection  of  the  tow^n- 
ship  taxes.  I  report  this  matter  as  a  defect  in  our  school 
system  which  needs  a  correction. 

But  one  of  our  schools  (in  district  number  one)  has  been 
open  the  whole  year,  and  that  has  been  about  half  free ;  the 


others  varj  from  four  to  Bix  months  in  duration,  or  as  lom  ^ 
as  the  public  money  will  pay  for,  without  any  extra  assess  - 
inent»npon  the  patrons  of  the.  schools. 

No  county  examiners  have  yet  been  appointed  in  thf  S 
(Sussex)  county,  and  all  licenses  are  issued  by  the  trusteed 
and  superintendent. 

E.  A.  REEDER, 
Town  Superintendent. 


VEBNON. 

Our  schools  are  improving  in  efficiency,  and  I  think  there 
is  a  decided  advance  in  many  of  the  districts.  Yet  there  is 
nnuch  inattention  to  the  interests  of  education  in  some  parts 
of  the  township.  Some  two  or  three  districts  are  very  much 
behind  the  others,  as  they  have  been  employing  inefficient 
and  unqualified  teachers  for  some  time  past.  This  township 
is  at  present  well  supplied  with  teachers.  We  have  school 
in  almost  every  district,  and  have  had  a  good  attendance 
generally. 

Our  school-houses  are  generally  in  good  repair.  We  have 
sixteen  in  number,  all  frame  buildings.  Number  nineteen, 
having  no  school-house,  the  trustees  have  furnished  a  room 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  school.  They  all  have  play- 
grounds attached.  There  is  but  oue  district  (number  five) 
which  is  supplied  with  the  necessary  apparatus.  The  books 
principally  in  use  in  our  schools,  are  Parker's  Philosophy, 
Smith's  and  Wells'  Grammars,  Smith's  Geography,  Davies' 
and  Adams'  Arithmetic,  and  Webster's  Elementary  Spelling 
Book. 

In  my  visits  to  the  several  schools,  I  very  seldom  have  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  with  the  trustees,  or  employers ;  if  they 
would  generally  attend  at  the  time  of  these  visits,  it  would 
much  encourage  the  children. 

AMOS  H.  BELLES, 
Town  Superintendent. 


143 


WANTAGE. 

The  toTimsliip  is  divided  into  twenty-one  and  a  half  school 
districts,  one  district  having  been  taken  up,  and  the  school- 
louse  in  the  half  district  not  being  in  this  township.  The 
township  numbers,  according  to  the  reports  of  the  trustees 
of  the  various  school  districts,  thirteen  hundred  and  nineteen 
children,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years.  The 
number  of  children  attending  school  the  first  three  months, 
is  six  hundred  and  fifty-two;  for  six  months,  three  hundred 
and  ten}  for  nine  months,  forty-one ^  and  for  twelve  months, 
forty-two;  making  the  whole  number  that  has  attended 
school  any  tinae  during  the  year,. ten  hundred  and  forty-five. 
Ten  of  the  schools  have  been  continued  twelve  months ;  six, 
Dine  months ;  four,  six  months ;  and  one,  three  months ; 
making  the  whole  number  of  months  kept  in  the  township, 
two  hundred  and  one,  and  an  average  of  nine  and  four- 
seventh  months. 

I  have  examined  and  licensed  twenty-four  teachers,  fifteen 
males  and  nine  females.  The  wages  of  the  teachers  range 
from  ten  to  twenty-five  dollars  per  month,  or  from  two  to 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  scholar. 

The  books  used,  and  the  branches  taught,  are  as  repre- 
sented in  my  former  reports. 

The  money  appropriated  and  to  be  appropriated  this  year 
to  school  purposes,  is :  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  ten 
cents,  from  last  year;  ten  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars, 
eighty-two  cents,  from  the  state  money  and  interest  of  the 
surplus  revenue ;  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  raised  by  tax  in 
the  township;  and  four  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars 
raised  in  three  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  building  and  re- 
pairing school-houses,  making  the  whole  amount  to  be  used 
for  school  purposes  in  the  township  this  year,  three  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and  ninety-two 
cents. 

There  has  been  one  school-house  built  in  the  township 
this  year,  with  a  nice  play-ground  attached  to  it,  which  does 
much  credit  to  the  district  in  which  it  is  situated,  both  for 


its  style  and  durability;  and  one  has  been  repaired.    Thci-^ 
are  no  free  schools  in  this  township;  if  they  are  continn(^ci 
during  tlie  year,  the  money  is  generally  proportioned  equally 
on  each  quarter.    It  gives  better  satisfaction  to  the  districts, 
and  is  much  more  canducivc  to  the  prosperity  of  the  schools- 

MOSES  STOLL, 
Town  SuperintendmL 


WARREN  COUNTY. 

FRANKLIN  TOWNSHIP. 

As  no  registers  were  kept  in  many  of  the  districts  previous 
to  last  April,  I  find  much  difliculty  in  filling  up  the  blank 
returns  correctly;  since  that  time,  however,  all  the  districts 
have  kept  registers^  as  the  law  directs.  This  township  is 
divided  into  seven  whole  and  three  parts  of  districts,  one 
more  than  at  my  last  report. 

District  number  one  has  a  good  and  comfortable  house, 
built  of  stone,  with  a  small  play-ground  attached,  and  the 
only  one  in  the  township ;  the  others  have  the  public  road. 
This  school  has  been  open  eleven  months ;  number  in  the 
district,  ninety ;  female  teacher  during  the  summer.  Num- 
ber two  has  a  poor,  old  house,  entirely  too  small  to  accom- 
modate the  district ;  school  open  nine  months ;  number  in 
the  district,  fifty-nine ;  male  teacher  the  past  year.  Num- 
ber three  has  a  poor  houee,.  entirely  ina*dequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  district;  school  open  ten  months;  number  in  the  dis- 
trict one  hundred  and  thirteen ;  male  teacher ;  the  school 
term  is  divided  into  two  sessions  of  five  months  each.  Num- 
ber four  has  a  new  house,  built  of  stone ;  female  teacher  for 
the  summer;  school  open  ten  months;  number  in  the  dis- 
trict, eighty-one.    Number  five — the  house  of  this  district 
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is  good,  bnilt  of  stone;  school  open  nine  months;  nnmber 
ID  district  sixtj-two ;  female  teacher.  Number  six  has  the 
best  house  in  the  township,  built  of  stone ;  this  school  has 
been  open  twelve  months  the  last  year:  number  in  the  dis- 
trict, one  hundred  and  four :  male  teacher.  Number  eight 
las  erected  a  house  the  present  year,  and  opened  a  school  in 
Korember;  number  in  district,  thirteen.  Numbers  seren, 
nioe  and  ten,  are  taught  in  the  adjoining  townships. 

The  branches  taught  are  spelling,  reading,  writing,  arith- 
metic, geography,  English  grammar,  algebra,  botany,  philos- 
ophy and  chemistry.  None  of  the  schools  are  furnished 
with  all  the  necessary  apparatus. 

The  inhabitants  of  tliis  township  vote  a  liberal  amount  for 
the  support  of  public  schools ;  this  year,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  is  raised  by  tax,  but  much 
strife  and  opposition  is  exhibited  by  voting  to  raise  money 
at  our  annual  town  meetings  for  the  support  of 'schools. 
The  prevailing  opinion  is,  that  the  state  should  furnish  a 
fund  sufficient  for  the  support  of  fiee  schools,  and  thus  put 
an  end  to  all  this  contention.     The  bill  reported  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  codify  the  school  law,  would 
give  general  dissatisfaction  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  town- 
ship if  it  should  become  a  law. 

As  there  are  no  count v  exaniiners  in  this  countv,  that 
duty  devolves  upon  myself,  in  connection  with  the  trustees. 
Teachers  are  all  examined  and  licensed  according  to  law. 

The  male  teachers  receive  thirty  dollars  per  month,  and 
the  females  twenty-two.  The  schools  have  all  been  free  but 
one  the  past  year.  Home  occupations  demand  so  much  time 
and  attention,  that  trustees,  guardians,  parents  and  others, 
fail  to  visit  schools  to  give  proper  encouragement  to  the 
teacher,  and  a  spirit  of  emulation  to  the  young  pupils. 

JAMES  VLIET, 
Town  Superintendent 


FBELINGHUYSEN.  j 

Our  schools  are  about  in  the  condition  in  which  they  were 
when  last  reported. 

It  has  become  quite  common  to  send  children  from  home 
to  school,  because  facilities  for  attaining  a  knowledge  of  the 
higher  branches  are  not  furnished  in  our  common  schools. 
This  must  be  because  many  of  the  people  do  not  feel  the 
importance  of  education  as  they  should;  for  if  they  did, 
they  would  not  do  without  schools  in  which  their  children 
could  be  thoroughly  trained.  We  need  light  here  on  the 
importance  and  benefits  of  a  more  extensive  and  thorough 
'education.  When  the  people  get  their  eyes  fully  open  on 
this  subject,  they  will  be  willing  to  expend  their  money 
more  freely,  satisfied  that  it  will  be  more  secure  and  profita- 
ble in  the  brains  of  their  children,  than  in  their  pockets. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  reiterate  the  opinion  expressed  in 
my  last  report,  that  the  appointment  of  a  competent  man, 
with  a  sufficient  salary  to  free  him  from  other  business,  so 
that  he  could  give  his  whole  time  to  lecturing  on  this  sub- 
ject, would  do  more  to  elevate  education  than  any  other 
thing.  Satisfy  the  people  fully  of  its  importance,  and  I 
am  persuaded  they  will  go  into  it  with  their  whole  heart. 

If  this  cannot  be  done,  why  not  publish  tracts  on  the  sub- 
ject and  circulate  them. 

W.  C.  McGEE, 
Town  SvperiyitC'dent. 


INDEPENDENCE. 

I  send  you  the  annual  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
public  schools  of  the  township  of  Independence.  I  do  not 
see  that  there  is  any  very  decided  improvement  since  the 
date  of  my  last  report,  and  in  those  districts  where  there  is 
any  improvement  it  is  owing  more  to  the  exertions  of  indi- 
viduals than  to  an  increase  of  interest  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation amongst  the  community  at  large.    None  of  our  dis- 
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[  tricts  aro  able  to  keep  open  a  free  school  daring  the  whole 
year.  To  enable  them  all  to  have  free  schools,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  raise  by  tax  about  two  dollars  fifty  cents  per 
scholar;  and  although  the  employers  are  unwilling  to  tax 
themselves  to  that  amount,  yet  I  think  a  majority  of  them 
irould  approve  of  any  legislative  action  that  would  perma- 
nently establish  free  schools. 

WILLIAM  KENNEDY, 

Town  Superintendent. 


liAXSFIELD. 

There  is  not  quite  money  enough  to  keep  the  schools  free 
the  whole  year. 

There  are  six  whole  districts  and  four  parts  of  districts, 
and  one  school  vacant. 

There  has  been  no  county  examiner  appointed  for  this 
county.  The  teachers  generally  understand  the  best  method, 
and  education  is  on  the  increase.  They  have  not  the  neces- 
sary play -grounds  they  should  have. 

Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary  is  in  almost  all  the 
schools,  and  if  we  still  get  Lippincott's  Gazetteer,  it  will 
make  them  more  efficient  in  the  great  cause  of  education. 

JAMES  McCEEA, 
Town  Superintendent. 


OXFORD. 

The  schools  in  this  township  are  in  nearly  the  same  condi- 
tion that  they  were  at  the  time  of  making  my  last  annual 
return,  and  the  same  defects  (which  are  severely  felt  in 
some  of  the  districts)  still  continue  to  exist. 

The  necessity  that  exists  of  having  more  enlarged  and 
convenient  school  houses,  with  suitable  fixtures  and  furni- 
tui'O,  is  a  subject  of  regret  not  only  to  teachers,  but  to  all 
persons  cherishing  friendly  feelings  in  favor  of  a  general 
and  liberal  system  of  education.     These  defects  should  be 
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remedied  by  legislation,  in  sucli  a  manner  as  will  tend  to 
lighten  the  burthen  both  of  teachers  and  pupils,  and  render 
the  task  of  study  more  pleasant  and  desirable. 

Public  attention  should  be  aroused  upon  the  subject  of 
education.  Where  but  little  or  no  interest  is  manifested  by 
the  people,  the  cause  of  education  must  of  necessity  Ian- 
guish  ;  and  the  best  exertions  of  the  most  assidious  instrac- 
tors,  are,  in  a  great  measure,  unavailing,  unless  his  eflforts 
to  advance  his  pupils  be  secendod  by  his  employers. 

It  is  believed  that  a  course  of  popular  lectures  upon  the 
subject  of  education,  in  every  township  in  the  state,  would 
do  much  to  enlist  the  attention  of  the  public  in  its  favor; 
and  if  the  services  of  persons  properly  qualified  could  be 
secured,  whose  d&ty  it  should  be  to  visit  every  city  and 
township  in  the  state,  and  urge  upon  the  people  the  import- 
ance of  a  more  cfiScient  system,  the  object  in  view  would  be 
soon  accomplished. 

D.  D.  CAMPBELL, 
Town  Superintendent. 


PHILLIPSBURG. 

In  transmitting  my  annual  report,  as  required  by  law,  it 
affords  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  our  schools  are  all 
in  a  prosperous  condition  ;  and  being  principally  free,  they 
have  been  pretty  generally  attended,  a  portion  of  the  year 
at  least,  by  nearly  all  the  children  in  the  township  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years.  Our  teachers  have  all 
been  examined  and  licensed,  and  it  is  believed  will  com- 
pare  in  point  of  qualifications  with  those  of  any  other  town- 
ship. 

While  there  is  yet  room  for  important  improvements  in 
Our  schools,  I  hesitate  not  in  saying  that  some  of  them  are 
regarded  as  most  excellent  public  schools,  and  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  people  to  sustaim  them,  is  amply  mani- 
fested by  voting  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  to  raise  by 
tax  for  their  support,  the  highest  amount  allowed  by  law, 
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with  TCarcely  a  dissenting  voice — a  snre  indication  that  the 
benefits  derived  from  common  schools  are  beginning  to  be 
appreciated  as  they  should  be. 

The  branches  nsnally  tanght  in  our  schools  are  reading, 
miting,  arithmetic,  geography,  grammar  and  definitions, 
hat  in  one  or  two  of  them,  some  of  the  higher  branches  arc 
taught,  snch  as  book-keeping,  history,  algebra  and  geom- 
etry.   Singing  has  been  introduced  with  signal  succcs ;  a 
pleasing  and  Boul-clevating  exercise — at  once  sofieuing  the 
rougher  natures  of  impetuous  youth,  and  calming  the  turbu- 
lent passions  of  the  wayward,  afTcrJing  relief  to  tLe  mind 
^  after  having  been  taxed  with  too  much  severity  in  the  study 
of  more  diflScnlt  branches,  and  besides  being  an  accomplish^ 
ment,  it  fits  the  pupil  for  the  performance  of  his  higher 
moral  duties,  as  he  enters  upon  the  gieat  theatre  of  human 
life. 

The  more  modem  and  improved  methods  of  teaching  have 
been  gradually  introduced  into  cur  schools,  by  which  the 
pnpil  is  lead  to  think  for  himself,  and  thereby  strengthen 
his  intellectual  faculties  by  exercise,  as  he  docs  his  physical 
powers  by  recreation  on  the  play  ground. 

Our  school  houses  have  not  all  been  constructed  on  such 
principles  as  to  insure  a  good  ventilation  and  pure  air,  but 
a  decided  improvement  has  been  made  in  those  more  recently 
constructed,  giving  indications  of  the  fact  that  as  the  people 
become  more  impressed  with  the  paramount  importance  of 
edacation,  and  are  led  to  investigate  the  kind  of  houses  best 
suited  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  their  children,  wo  shall 
behold  new  and  splendid  edifices  taking  the  places  of  tlie 
superanuated  structures  which  are  now  but  miserable  apolo- 
gies for  school  houses.    A  recent  eflbrt  has  been  made  to 
introduce  a  uniform  system  of  school  books  into  our  public 
schools,  a  desideratum  long  needed,  but  which  I  trust,  in 
time,  will  succeed.    Upon  the  whole,  we  think  a  great  work 
has  been  accomplished  under  the  present  liberal  system  of 
public  instruction,  and  with  the  full  assurance  that  it  will 
continue  to  receive  the  fostering  care  of  the  friends  of  so 
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noblo  a  cause,  wq  feel  to  thank  God  and  take  courage  for 
the  future* 

J.  R.  LOVELL, 

Town  SuperiTdendent 


i 


WASHINGTON. 

We  have  been  re-organising  some  of  the  school  districts 
in  this  township  the  past  year,  and  building  and  repairing 
their  school  rooms,  and  no  schools  have  been  kept  open  in 
those  districts  during  that  time,  which  will  account  for  the 
small  average  attendance  shown  by  the  accompanying  report. 
The  districts  provided  with  school  rooms  have  had  a  good 
attendance  and  are  in  a  flourishing  condition.  There  is 
much  interest  and  good  feeling  with  the  people  of  this  town- 
ship toward  our  public  schools,  and  all  we  need  now  for 
their  encouragement  is  a  well  regulated,  working  system  for 
their  management  and  regulation,  and  a  suitable  provision 
for  producing  the  necessary  funds  for  their  support.  The 
prevailing  sentiment  among  the  people  in  this  township  is, 
that  the  public  revenues  of  the  state  should  be  appropriated 
to  school  purposes,  and  that  the  property  of  the  state  should 
be  taxed  for  the  support  of  government. 

The  law  authorising  the  inhabitants  of  the  different  town- 
ships to  vote  and  raise  money  for  the  support  of  schools, 
creates  a  good  deal  of  bad  feeling,  and  has  an  evil  effect  on 
their  successful  operation ;  and  the  law  authorising  the  in- 
habitants of  school  districts  to  raise  money  by  taxation,  has 
a  still  worse  effect  on  the  district  attempting  to  raise  money 
in  that  way. 

One  hundred  and  ten  of  the  aggregate  number  of  children 
embraced  in  my  report,  compose  four  fractional  districts, 
and  are  sent  to  schools  in  the  adjoining  townships.  These 
do  not  make  any  part  of  my  report,  except  in  the  statement 
of  the  whole  number  of  children  residing  in  the  township. 
No  county  examiners  have  been  appointed  for  this  county. 
All  the  teachers  employed  in  the  schools  of  this  township 
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have  been  regnlarlj  examined  and  licensed  bjr  the  town 
superintendent  and  district  tmstees.  The  salaries  of  male 
teachers  will  average  about  three  hnadred  and  fifty  dollars 
per  annnm,  and  females  aboat  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
for  the  same  time.  The  schools  are  kept  free  for  a  little 
more  than  one-half  the  year,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year  they  are  snpportcd  by  private  contributions. 

JOSEPH  YLEIT, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  J^ew 
Jersey : 

In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  act  establishing 
public  schools,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  your  honorable 
body  the  following  report,  exhibiting  the  condition  of  the 
public  schools  and  the  cause  of  education  in  New  Jersey,  for 
the  year  ending  December  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-seven. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Town  Superintendents,  made  to 
this  oflBce,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  of  December,  in  each 
year,  as  required  by  law,  furnish  the  only  means  of  ascertain- 
ing correct  statistical  information  in  regard  to  the  number 
of  school  districts  into  which  the  State,  for  educational  pur- 
poses, has  been  divided,  the  number  of  children  of  legal 
school  age  residing  therein,  the  number  of  schools  established 
for  their  accommodation,  the  period  of  their  attendance,  the 
number  of  months  the  schools  have  been  kept  open,  the  num- 
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SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  J^ew 
Jersey : 

In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  act  establishing 
public  schools,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  your  honorable 
body  the  following  report,  exhibiting  the  condition  of  the 
public  schools  and  the  cause  of  education  in  New  Jersey,  for 
the  year  ending  December  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-seven. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Town  Superintendents,  made  to 
this  office,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  of  December,  in  each 
year,  as  required  by  law,  furnish  the  only  means  of  ascertain- 
ing correct  statistical  information  in  regard  to  the  number 
of  school  districts  into  whicH  the  State,  for  educational  pur- 
poses, has  been  divided,  the  number  of  children  of  legal 
school  age  residing  therein,  the  number  of  schools  established 
for  their  accommodation,  the  period  of  their  attendance,  the 
number  of  months  the  schools  have  been  kept  open,  the  num- 
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ber  of  teachers  employed  and  their  compensation,  the  amount 
of  money  appropriated  and  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
schools  and  the  objects  connected  therewith. 

These  reports  also  furnish  many  other  particulars  no  less 
interesting  and  important,  as  to  the  internal  and  practical 
workings  of  the  school  system,  the  study  of  which  is  necessary 
to  intelligent  legislative  action  on  those  subjects  connepted 
with  a  modification  or  change  of  our  school  laws ;  and  with 
the  remarks  accompanying  them,  will  show  a  gradual  but 
certain  progress  in  every  department  of  our  school  system, 
a  result,  I  doubt  not,  as  gratifying  to  the  legislature  as  it  is 
creditable  to  the  people,  furnishing,  as  they  do,  in  a  striking 
manner,  not  only  the  evidence  of  an  increasing  interest  on 
the  great  subject  of  popular  education,  but  the  magnitude  of 
the  cause,  and  the  noble  exertions  of  the  people  to  encourage 
and  sustain  it. 

This  improvement  is  manifested  in  the  erection  of  many 
new  school  houses,  which,  in  their  architectural  arrange- 
ments, their  location,  and  the  grounds  about  them,  the  con- 
struction of  their  seats,  furniture,  and  other  matters,  show  a 
special  adaptation  to  the  health,  convenience  and  comfort  of 
the  pupils  who  are  to  occupy  them. 

In  the  larger  towns  and  villages,  in  the  proper  gradation 
and  classification  of  the  schools,  in  the  increased  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  schools,  in  the  demand  for  and 
the  selection  of  teachers,  with  special  reference  to  tiieir 
talents,  qualifications  and  fitness  for  the  work,  as  well  as  in 
the  introduction  into  the  schools  of  order,  regulai*ity  and 
system. 

This  progress,  so  satisfactory  to  the  friends  of  education, 
and  so  essential  to  the  success  of  any  system,  is  evidence 
that  public  sentiment  has  been  aroused  to  the  importance  of 
a  proper  education  for  the  young,  and  that  the  people,  ani- 
mated with  that  confidence  and  zeal  which  comes  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  experience  in  its  practical 
details,  are  laboring  to  secure  in  all  its  departments  the  effi- 
cient working  of  our  school  system. 


ABSTRACT  OP  THE  REPORTS  OP  THE  TOWN  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Whole  number  of  cities  and  townships  in  the  State,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-six.  Reports  have  been  received  from 
one  hundred  and  seventy-six,  leaving  twenty  that  have  not 
made  the  report  required  by  law — a  less  number  than  in  any 
previous  year. 

The  townships  that  have  not  reported,  are  Mullica,  in  the 
county  of  Atlantic ;  Medford,  Shamong,  and  Washington,  in 
Burlington ;  Centre,  in  Camden ;  Clinton,  in  Essex ;  North 
Bergen,  in  Hudson ;  Bethlehem,  Clinton,  Raritan  and  Tewks- 
bury,  in  Hunterdon ;  Stafford  and  Union,  in  Ocean ;  West 
Milford,  in  Passaic;  Pittsgrove,  in  Salem;  Walpack,  in 
Sussex  ;  and  Hardwick,  Hope,  Independence  and  Mansfield, 
in  Warren. 

Whole  number  of  School  districts  in  the  State,  fourteen 
hundred  and  thirty -eight — two  less  than  there  were  at  the 
close  of  the  preceding  year. 

Whole  number  of  children  of  legal  school  age,  residing  in 
all  the  school  districts  of  the  State,  as  ascertained  from  the  re- 
ports of  the  district  trustees  and  other  officers  to  the  town 
superintendents,  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight ;  being  an  increase  over  the  preceding 
year  of  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

Number  of  children  reported  as  attending  school 
the  whole  year,  (allowance  being  made  for  the 

usual  vacations),           ....  28,364 

Number  attending  nine  months  but  less  than  twelve,  23,978 

"            "          six        "            **             nine,  31,055 

**            "          three     "            "             six  29,630 

"            "          a  less  period  than  three  months,  15,159 

"            '*          over  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  1,534 


Making  the  whole  number  of  children  that  have  at- 
tended school  during  the  year,        .        .        .      129,720 

An  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of       .        .  4,685 

An  effort  was  made  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  num- 
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ber  of  teachers  employed  and  their  compensation,  the  amount 
of  money  appropriated  and  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
schools  and  the  objects  connected  therewith. 

These  reports  also  furnish  many  other  particulars  no  less 
interesting  and  important,  as  to  the  internal  and  practical 
workings  of  the  school  system,  the  study  of  which  is  necessary 
to  intelligent  legislative  action  on  those  subjects  connepted 
with  a  modification  or  change  of  our  school  laws ;  and  with 
the  remarks  accompanying  them,  will  show  a  gradual  but 
certain  progress  in  every  department  of  our  school  system, 
a  result,  I  doubt  not,  as  gratifying  to  the  legislature  as  it  is 
creditable  to  the  people,  furnishing,  as  they  do,  in  a  striking 
manner,  not  only  the  evidence  of  an  increasing  interest  on 
the  great  subject  of  popular  education,  but  the  magnitude  of 
the  cause,  and  the  noble  exertions  of  the  people  to  encourage 
and  sustain  it. 

This  improvement  is  manifested  in  the  erection  of  many 
new  school  houses,  which,  in  their  architectural  arrange- 
ments, their  location,  and  the  grounds  about  them,  the  con- 
struction of  their  seats,  furniture,  and  other  matters,  show  a 
special  adaptation  to  the  health,  convenience  and  comfort  of 
the  pupils  who  are  to  occupy  them. 

In  the  larger  towns  and  villages,  in  the  proper  gradation 
and  classification  of  the  schools,  in  the  increased  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  schools,  in  the  demand  for  and 
the  selection  of  teachers,  with  special  reference  to  their 
talents,  qualifications  and  fitness  for  the  work,  as  well  as  in 
the  introduction  into  the  schools  of  order,  regulaiity  and 
system. 

This  progress,  so  satisfactory  to  the  friends  of  education, 
and  so  essential  to  the  success  of  any  system,  is  evidence 
that  public  sentiment  has  been  aroused  to  the  importance  of 
a  proper  education  for  the  young,  and  that  the  people,  ani- 
mated with  that  confidence  and  zeal  which  comes  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  experience  in  its  practical 
details,  are  laboring  to  secure  in  all  its  departments  the  effi- 
cient working  of  our  school  system. 


ABSTRACT  OP  THE  REPORTS  OP  THE  TOWN  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Whole  number  of  cities  and  townships  in  the  State,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-six.  Reports  have  been  received  from 
oue  hundred  and  seventy-six,  leaving  twenty  that  have  not 
made  the  report  required  by  law — a  less  number  than  in  any 
previous  year. 

The  townships  that  have  not  reported,  are  Mullica,  in  the 
county  of  Atlantic;  Medford,  Shamong,  and  Washington,  in 
Burlington ;  Centre,  in  Camden ;  Clinton,  in  Essex ;  North 
Bergen,  in  Hudson ;  Bethlehem,  Clinton,  Raritan  and  Tewks- 
bury,  in  Hunterdon ;  Stafford  and  Union,  in  Ocean ;  West 
Milford,  in  Passaic;  Pittsgrove,  in  Salem;  Walpack,  in 
Sussex  ;  and  Hardwick,  Hope,  Independence  and  Mansfield, 
in  Warren. 

Whole  number  of  School  districts  in  the  State,  fourteen 
hundred  and  thirty-eight — two  less  than  there  were  at  the 
close  of  the  preceding  year. 

Whole  number  of  children  of  legal  school  age,  residing  in 
all  the  school  districts  of  the  State,  as  ascertained  from  the  re- 
ports of  the  district  trustees  and  other  oflScers  to  the  town 
superintendents,  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight ;  being  an  increase  over  the  preceding 
year  of  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

Number  of  children  reported  as  attending  school 

the  whole  year,  (allowance  being  made  for  the 

usual  vacations),           ....  28,364 

Number  attending  nine  months  but  less  than  twelve,  23,978 

"            *'          six        "            «*             nine,  31,055 

'*            "          three     "            "             six  29,630 

"            "          a  less  period  than  three  months,  15,159 

"            **          over  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  1,534 


Making  the  whole  number  of  children  that  have  at- 
tended school  during  the  year,        .        .        .      129,720 

An  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of      .        .  4,685 

An  effort  was  made  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  num- 


ber  of  children  in  daily  attendance  at  the  public  schools  of 
the  state,  but  the  information  obtained  on  the  subject  is  very 
imperfect  and  fragmentary ;  such  as  it  is,  is  embodied  in  the 
statistical  table  appended  to  this  report.  From  the  statis- 
tics obtained  in  the  few  counties  that  have  furnishnd  the  in- 
formation, it  appears  that  of  the  number  of  children  in  them 
attending  school,  rather  less  than  one  half  are  in  daily  atten- 
dance. 

Average  number  of  months  the  schools  have  been  kept 
open,  nine. 

Total  amount  of  money  appropriated  and  raised 
for  the  support  of  the  public  schools,        .     $503,929  48 

Kaised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  schools,      .       317,184  93 
<«  "    in  addition  for  building,  repair- 

ing and  furnishing  school  houses,       .        .        54,240  15 

Eeceived  from  the  State  as  reported,    .        .        87,196  30 
"            "      other  sources,  specified  in  the  re- 
ports,         45,308  10 


The  amount  reported  as  received  from  the  state  exceeds 
the  annual  state  appropriation  seven  thousand  one  hundred 
and  ninety-six  dollars  and  thirty  cents,  and  is  occasioned  by 
blending  with  the  state  appropriation  other  money  appropri- 
ated by  the  counties  for  the  support  of  schools.  This  excess 
belongs  to  the  item  of  the  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue 
appropriated  by  some  of  the  counties  for  school  purposes, 
and  should  be  added  thereto. 

So  that  the  items  composing  the  amount  of  money  appro- 
priated and  raised  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools  for 
the  year  ending  December  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-seven,  is  as  follows : 

Raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  schools       .     $317,184  93 
**            '*    in  addition  for  building,  repair- 
ing and  furnishing  school  houses,      .        .        54,240  15 

State  appropriation,     .        .        .        •        •        80,000  00 


From  other  sources,  being  chiefly  the  interest  on 
the  surplus  revenue  appropriated  by  the  coun- 
ties for  the  support  of  schools,  .        .         52,504  40 


Making  a  total  of      ...        .     $503,929  42 


Being  a  decrease,  compared  with  the  preceding 
year,  of $10,318  76 

It  is  important,  however,  to  observe  in  this  connection, 
that  while  there  is  an  apparent  diminution  in  the  aggregate 
amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  to  school  purpo- 
ses, yet  it  will  be  found  on  a  careful  examination  to  effect 
only  that  raised  for  building  purposes,  while  this  item  alone 
is  diminished  over  fifty  thousand  dollars,  the  other  items  of 
the  account  show  a  very  liberal  increase,  so  that  while  the 
people  have  not  been  taxed  to  the  same  extent  they  were 
the  preceding  year  for  building  school  houses,  the  schools 
already  established  have  been  more  liberally  sustained. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  state  during  the  year,  was  two  thousand  and  eighty. 

The  average  salary  per  annum  paid  to  male  teachers  was 
three  hundred  and  ninety  dollars:  to  females  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven ;  being  an  increase  in  both  cases  over 
that  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  School  system  of  New  Jersey  embraces — 

One  Normal  School, 

One  Model  School, 

One  Farnum  Preparatory  School,  and 

Fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-four  Public  Schools,  estab- 
lished in  the  various  cities  and  townships  of  the  state. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  which  there  has  been 
appropriated  and  expended  during  the  year  as  follows : 

By  the  state  for  the  support  of  the  normal  school,  $10,000  00 
"                         <«              Famum  prepa- 
ratory school, 1,200  00 


.  m. ■    - 
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By  the  state  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools,  80,000  00 
Raised  by  tax  and  other  sources,  .        .       473,929  48 

Making  a  total  of      ...        .     $515,129  48 
Appropriated  and  raised  for  school  purposes  during  the  year. 

A  result  the  more  gratifying,  because  of  the  large  sum 
principally  derived  from  taxes  voluntarily  imposed  on  the 
people. 

THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

The  Normal  School  justly  occupies  a  prominent  position  in 
our  educational  system,  because  to  this,  more  than  any  other 
agency  within  our  control,  must  we  look  as  the  best  means 
of  improving  and  elevating  the  character  of  our  common 
schools. 

.  This  institution,  established  by  the  act  of  February  nine, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  has  now  been  in  operation 
a  little  over  two  years,  having  nearly  completed  its  fifth 
term.  It  continues  to  enjoy  a  high  degree  of  prosperity,  and 
is  already  exerting  a  most  salutary  influence  on  the  schools 
in  diflFerent  parts  of  the  state. 

The  number  of  pupils  admitted  to  the  institution  during 
the  past  year  was  one  hundred  and  twenty,  being  an  increase 
of  thirty-three  over  the  preceding  year. 

Of  the  number  of  pupils  received  and  admitted  since  its 
opening,  sixty-six  have  left  and  are  now  engaged  in  teaching 
with  great  success  in  the  public  schools  of  the  state. 

The  constant  increase  of  pupils  at  the  normal  school,  and 
the  yet  greater  demand  for  normal  school  teachers,  justified 
by  the  high  reputation  they  have  generally  established,  evince 
not  only  the  utility  and  value  of  the  institution,  but  the  high 
estimation  in  which  it  is  held  by  the  people  of  the  state,  as 
one  of  the  most  important  agents  by  which  they  hope  to  se« 
cure  to  themselves  the  blessings  of  a  general  education. 

The  establishment  of  schools  for  the  training  and  education 
of  teachersi  is  justly  regarded  as  the  most  important  element 


in  every  well  organized  system  for  the  advancement  of  gen- 
eral education,  and  in  all  countries  where  such  schools  have 
been  established  under  favorable  auspices,  and  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity allowed  for  testing  their  utility,  the  result  has  been 
invariably  successful. 

If,  therefore,  we  would  have  good  schools,  if  we  would 
elevate  the  standard  of  common  school  education,  if  we 
would  thoroughly  educate  the  young  and  rising  generation 
so  as  to  fit  them  for  the  discharge  of  the  high  and  exalted 
duties  incumbent  on  them  as  American  citizens,  we  must  have 
teachers  who  understand  not  only  the  theory  but  the  art  of 
teaching,  who  know  how  and  what  to  teach,  who  have  all  the 
information,  discipline  and  instruction  requisite  for  this  im- 
portant work,  and  who  will  prosecute  it  under  the  conviction 
that  activity,  zeal,  enthusiasm,  and  devotion  to  the  interests 
of  the  young,  are  more  potential  in  controlling  them  and  in 
developing  their  minds  and  hearts,  than  all  the  modes  of 
physical  torture  to  which  ignorance  is  accustomed  to  resort. 

Such  teachers  the  ordinary  course  of  instruction  will  never 
produce ;  it  never  has,  it  never  will.  A  few,  possessed  of 
extraordinary  powers,  may  occasionally  be  found  to  have, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  the  qualifications  of  teachers ;  but  the 
number  of  such  will  never  increase,  so  as  to  furnish  an 
adequate  supply  of  good  teachers  for  all  our  public  schools. 

If  we  would  have  enough  such  for  our  common  schools, 

we  must  raise  them  up  and  educate  them,  in  institutions 

adapted  to  the  purpose.    This  preparation  they  need,  and 

this  is  what  the  Normal  School  confers;  and  while  public 

attention  throughout  the  State  is  deeply  interested  in  the 

subject  of  general  education,  and  the  means  of  improving 

our  primary  schools,  it  is  important  to  be  understood,  that 

much  of  their  success  depends  on  the  provision  made  for 

the  thorough  preparation,  theoretical  and  practical,  of  all 

the  duties  of  the  school. 

The  principle  here  advocated,  is  no  new  idea ;  it  has  been 
adopted  and  acted  upon  for  more  than  one  hundred  and 
twenty  years  in  Prussia,  and  the  great  success  of  the  German 
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system,  is  no  doubt  attributable  to  the  liberal  provision  made 
by  the  government  for  the  training  and  education  of  the 
teachers  of  primary  schools. 

The  same  principle  has  been  more  recently  adopted  in  the 
United  States,  not  so  much  from  a  knowledge  of  its  results 
elsewhere,  as  from  its  peculiar  fitness  and  adaptation  to  the 
wants  of  our  own  country;  and  the  results  attained  through 
this  instrumentality,  have  more  than  realized  our  most  san- 
guine expectations,  and  furnish  abundant  proof  of  the  value 
of  such  institutions  to  improve  and  elevate  the  character  of 
our  public  schools. 

Normal  Schools  are  a  great  feature  of  this  age,  of  which 
education  is,  and  has  been,  the  great  and  engrossing  question, 
and  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  in  establishing  and  sustaining 
such  an  institution,  even  for  a  brief  period^  has  but  followed 
the  example  of  the  most  enlightened  states,  both  of  Europe 
and  America. 

"  The  great  work  of  educating  the  teachers  of  the  children 
of  the  State,  most  of  whom  get  no  education  but  that  ac- 
quired in  the  primary  school,  and  of  the  common  school 
teacher,  has  but  commenced,  to  continue  it  until  every  child 
within  the  limits  of  the  State,  shall  sit  at  the  feet  of  the  in- 
structor whose  familiar  acquaintance  with  literature  and 
science  give  him  ability  to  teach  whatever  is  necessary  to  be 
taught,  and  whose  knowledge  of  the  science  of  teaching, 
enables  him  to  give  his  instruction  in  the  wisest  and  best 
manner,  is  not  only  a  duty,  but  wise  and  philanthropic." 

Our  great  object  is,  to  secure  to  all  our  youth  a  good  men- 
tal, moral  and  physical  education ;  and  the  money  appropri- 
ated lor  this  purpose,  should  be  so  expended  as  to  secure  it 
to  the  greatest  possible  extent 

**  How  is  this  to  be  done  ?  Not  by  expending  our  money 
on  incompetent  teachers,  who  know  nothing  as  they  ought  to 
know  it,  and  who  do  nothing  as  they  ought  to  do  it,  but  by 
first  expending  a  portion  of  our  funds  to  qualify  our  in- 
structors for  their  difficult  and  delicate  work — ^thus  doing 
the  work  in  the  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  well  done,  and 
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so  accomplishing,  by  the  same  means,  ten  thousand  fold  more 
to  effect  its  high  purposes,  than  can  be  effected  by  less  en- 
lightened agents." 

Let  us  furnish  good  teachers  for  our  public  schools,  and 
soon  little  else  will  be  wanting,  if  we  sustain  them  as  we 
ought. 

To  secure  this  object,  the  Jformal  School  has  been  es- 
tablished. Its  operation,  though  brief,  has  realized,  to  some 
extent,  its  value  in  accomplishing  the  object  for  which  it  was 
designed.  I  earnestly  hope  it  will  be  permanently  sustained 
as  the  efficient  head  of  our  educational  system,  until  its  in- 
fluence, so  powerful  for  good,  (if  rightly  conducted,)  shall 
reach  the  whole  people,  and  infuse  into  oub  school  system 
that  HEALTH,  viTALiTT  and  ENERGY,  without  which  it  must 
fail  in  accomplishing  the  object  of  its  grand  design. 

THE  MODEL  SCHOOL. 

The  Model  School  is  connected  with  the  Normal  School, 
and  is  one  of  its  most  beautiful  features.  It  is  a  representa* 
tive  of  the  district  school,  and  is  intended  to  show  what  a 
good  elementary  school,  both  as  regards  discipline  and  in- 
stniction,  should  be. 

This  connection  is  also  important  to  the  welfare  and  success 
of  the  Normal  School,  as  it  furnishes  a  school  of  practice, 
in  which  all  the  pupils  of  the  senior  class  in  the  Normal 
School  have  an  opportunity,  and  are  required  by  turns,  under 
the  sup-ervision  of  an  experienced  teacher  of  this  depart- 
ment, and  with  the  benefit  of  his  advice  and  counsel,  to  re- 
duce to  practice  the  principles  they  have  learned. 

A  part  of  the  Normal  School  building  was  formerly  used 
for  the  use  of  the  Model  School,  which,  at  the  time  of  my 
last  annual  report  to  the  legislature,  embraced  one  hundred 
and  forty-seven  pupils.  But  owing  to  the  increase  of  pupils 
in  the  Normal  School,  the  want  of  more  room  in  the  building 
for  their  accommodation,  and  the  pressing  necessity  that  ex- 
isted for  increased  facilities  in  the  Model  Department,  as  a 
school  of  practice  for  the  Normal  pupils,  rendered  it  ne* 
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cessary  that  a  larger  building  should  be  provided  for  the 
purpose. 

Accordingly,  the  citizens  of  Trenton,  who  had  from  the 
first  manifested  a  warm  interest  in  both  the  Normal  and 
Model  Schools,  proposed  to  erect,  at  their  own  expense^  on 
the  lot  adjoining  that  of  the  Normal  School,  a  large  and 
commodious  building,  for  the  purpose  of  the  Model  School, 
and  rent  it  to  the  trustees. 

This  GENEROUS  OFFER  was  acccptcd,  and  the  building,  which 
is  a  model  of  the  kind,  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  and  in  it  the  Model  School  is  now  estab- 
lished. 

With  these  enlarged  accommodations  for  the  school,  the 
number  of  applicants  for  admission  greatly  increased,  and 
the  school  now  embraces  three  hundred  and  sixteen  pupils, 
of  the  ages  usually  found  in  the  public  schools.  It  fully  sus- 
tains the  high  reputation  it  has  heretofore  enjoyed,  and  fur- 
nishes, in  its  operation,  greatly  increased  facilities  as  a  school 
of  practice,  to  the  pupils  of  the  Normal  School. 

THE  FARNUM  PREPARATORY  SCHOOL. 

This  Institution,  originally  established  by  the  liberality 
of  Paul  Parnum,  of  Beverly,  has,  by  the  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  March  20th,  1857,  become  a  part  of  the  system  of 
public  education  in  New  Jersey,  and  is  now  in  successful 
operation  as  a  State  Institution. 

It  is  auxiliary  to  the  Normal  School,  and  is  organized  on 
a  similar  plan,  designed  to  complete  a  State  educational 
system,  for  the  training  and  education  of  teachers,  by  fur- 
nishing that  preliminary  elementary  preparation  and  tram- 
ing  which  those  who  intend  to  fit  themselves  for  the  work 
of  teaching  should  possess,  before  entering  the  Normal 
School,  thus  abridging  the  labors  of  the  Normal  School  and 
enabling  it  to  devote  its  energies  in  a  great  measure  "to 
the  science  of  education  and  the  art  of  teaching,  which  is  its 
legitimate  field  of  labor." 
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The  school  commenced  operations  under  its  present  organ- 
ization, Sept.  14th,  1857,  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
pnpils  in  its  various  departments. 

The  school  is  divided  into  four  departments- - 
The  Experimental, 
"     Intermediate, 

"     Preparatory,  and  the  Academic. 
The  Experimental  department  is  designed  for  the  younger 
and  less  advanced  pupils. 

The  intermediate  for  those  further  advanced  in  age  and 
attainments. 

The  Preparatory  is  designed  to  continue  and  complete  the 
course  of  elementary  training  essential  to  sound  scholarship, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  test  by  examination  and  experi- 
ment the  adaptation  of  the  pupils  to  the  work  of  teaching, 
preliminary  to  their  admission  to  the  Normal  School. 

In  the  Academic  department,  the  pupils  will  pursue  the 
higher  branches  of  study,  usually  taught  in  institutions  of 
this  class. 

The  period  that  has  elapsed  since  the  school  commenced 
operations  is  too  short  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  its  value  as  a 
State  Institution,  in  the  training  and  education  of  teachers 
for  our  public  schools. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  term  there  was  but  one  pupil 
in  the  Preparatory  department  who  had  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  engage  in  the  work  of  teaching ;  now  there  are  eight, 
and  nine  others  in  the  Experimental  and  Intermediate  de- 
partments who  will  enter  it  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session,  making  seventeen  at  the  present  time  in  the 
institution  whose  intention  is  to  prepare  themselves  for  the 
work  of  teaching,  and  the  number  is  constantly  increasing. 

In  addition  to  those  already  naentioned,  quite  a  number  of 
sew  applications  for  admission  to  this  department,  the  next 
session,  have  already  been  made,  a  fact  which,  considered  in 
connection  with  the  constant  and  increasing  demand  for 
well  qualified  teachers,  shows  that  there  exists  in  the  school 
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system  of  New  Jersey  a  want  which  the  Farnum  Prepara- 
tory School  is  designed  to  meet. 

It  will  also  be  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  popular  educa- 
tion to  learn  of  the  early  success  of  this  school,  the  first  of 
the  kind  established  in  the  United  States,  and  the  favor 
with  which  it  is  received  by  the  people  of  New  Jersey. 

The  ordinary  income  of  the  school,  with  the  annual  appro- 
priation from  the  State,  and  the  interest  on  the  endowment 
by  Mr.  Farnum,  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  its  expenses,  with- 
out the  prospect  of  any  additional  charge  on  the  Treasury 
of  the  State  for  its  support. 

THE  SCHOOL  LAW  AND  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

According  to  the  provisions  of  the  present  law  which  was 
passed  in  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  and  has  been  some- 
what modified  by  subsequent  legislation,  the  raising  of 
money  for  school  purposes  is  left  to  the  people.  The  voters 
of  the  several  townships,  at  their  annual  meeting  may  deter- 
mine to  raise  by  tax,  any  sum  not  exceeding  three  dollars  for 
each  child  of  legal  school  age  in  the  townships.  This  mode 
of  fixing  the  amount  combines  various  advant&ges.  The  de- 
sire for  free  schools,  the  necessity  for  them,  the  amount  ne- 
cessary to  be  raised  thus  for  their  maintenance,  all  vary  in 
different  localities,  and  this  mode  of  voting  on  the  sums  to 
be  raised  furnishes  the  means  of  adjusting  the  practical 
working  of  the  school  system  to  all  these  ever  varying  cir- 
cumstances. It  has  this  additional  advantage,  the  taxes  which 
the  voters  lay  upon  themselves  they  cheerfully  pay,  and  they 
cannot  but  feel  an  interest  in  schools  which  are  created  by 
the  popular  will,  and  sustained  at  the  public  expense.  It 
will  be  seen  by  the  tabular  statement  of  our  schools,  that  in 
almost  every  township  where  the  direct  tax  has  reached  the 
limit  established  in  the  law,  the  sums  thus  raised,  together 
with  the  amount  received  from  the  state  and  other  sources, 
have  been  found  sufficient  to  make  the  public  schools  free. 
Of  the  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  cities  and  townships  in 
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the  state,  only  sixteen  failed  to  vote  a  sum  for  the  purpose, 
duriug  the  past  year.  The  preceding  year  eighteen  town- 
ships omitted  to  make  this  provision. 

The  law  also  authorizes  the  town  superintendent  of  each 
township  to  divide  into  convenient  school  districts  the  ter- 
ritory over  which  his  jurisdiction  extends.  This  provision 
of  the  law  is  an  important  one,  and  when  the  power  thus 
given  is  wisely  and  prudently  employed,  the  prosperity  and 
efficiency  of  the  schools  are  often  very  materially  increased. 
There  are  at  the  present  time  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  school  districts  in  the  state,  and  the  tendency  of  the 
people  is  to  desire  still  further  division,  to  accommodate  the 
schools  of  their  several  districts.  But  if  it  be  desirable  to 
make  the  schools  free,  it  is  evident  that  while  every  really 
necessary  change  should  be  made  without  delay,  the  work  of 
sub-dividing  may  be  carried  too  far.  A  district  may  be  so 
small  that  the  funds  at  its  command  are  insufficient  to  secure 
a  competent  teacher.  And,  indeed,  in  the  more  sparsely 
populated  portions  of  the  state,  the  people  are  shut  up  to  a 
choice  of  disadvantages — large  districts,  school  houses  closed 
during  the  greater  portion  of  the  year,  or  liberal  private 
subscriptions  in  aid  of  the  public  school  fund.  More  than 
one  case  has  been  found  where  the  enlargement  of  the  terri- 
tory of  a  district  has  at  once  enabled  it  to  sustain  itself  well. 
Still  it  would  be  exceedingly  difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  so 
to  regulate  this  matter  by  law  as  to  obviate  all  incidental 
evils,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  new  mode  of  meet- 
ing local  questions  would  succeed  much  better  than  the  pres- 
ent system. 

It  is  evident  that  the  practical  value  of  our  whole  school 
system  depends  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  various  local  au- 
thorities to  whom  the  interests  of  the  schools  are  committed. 
Where  the  township  superintendents  appointed  to  supervise 
the  schools,  are  faithful  and  zealous  as  well  as  capable ;  where 
the  trustees  of  the  districts  enter  heartily  and  intelligently 
upon  their  duties,  an  impulse  is  communicated  to  all  parties, 
parents,  teachers  and  pupils,  which  powerfully  promotes  the 
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end  had  in  view.  Systems  are  nothing  without  men,  and  the 
wisest  laws  are  powerless  where  the  administration  is  con- 
fided to  those  who  lack  the  ability  to  perform  their  duty,  or 
care  nothing  about  it.  The  educational  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple are  where  they  ought  to  be,  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 
They  determine  the  amount  of  money  to  be  applied  to  the 
support  of  schools ;  they  elect  the  oflScers  whose  province  it 
is  to  select  the  teachers  and  expend  the  funds ;  and  increased 
efficiency  in  the  work  can  only  be  secured  at  the  price  of  in- 
creased interest  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  community. 
It  requires  only  that  the  people  fully  appreciate  the  advan- 
tages of  genei-al  education,  and  apply  themselves  steadily  to 
the  task  of  securing  it. 

The  present  laws  upon  the  subject  are  capable,  if  fully 
carried  out,  of  yielding  greater  benefits  than  have  yet  been 
openly  claimed  by  the  most  sanguine  friends  of  the  cause. 

Any  proposed  change  or  modification  of  existing  laws 
should  be  carefully  considered  and  acted  upon  by  the  legis- 
lature ;  nor  should  it  receive  their  favorable  consideration, 
unless  on  a  careful  examination  it  shall  be  found  to  remedy 
some  defect  known  to  exist  in  the  practical  workings  of  our 
school  system.  Impressed  with  the  correctness  of  these 
views,  I  shall  at  present  make  but  one  suggestion  or  recom- 
mendation on  the  subject. 

It  is  well  known  that  under  the  present  law  the  trustees 
of  any  school  district  are  required  to  appropriate  the  money 
apportioned  thereto  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a  free 
school.  It  frequently  happens  in  those  townships  where  free 
schools  are  not  established,  that  the  money  apportioned  to 
the  several  districts  thereof  is  wholly  insufficient  to  maintain 
free  schools  for  a  longer  period  than  three  or  four  months, 
after  which  the  schools  are  closed  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  people  of  the  district. 

Now,  if  the  law  on  the  subject  was  so  changed  as  to  allow 
the  trustees  to  apportion  the  money  of  the  district  in  equal 
sums  to  each  quarter. of  the  year  during  which  the  schools 
may  be  kept  open,  with  authority  to  collect  from  the  patrons 
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of  the  school  whatever  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  defi- 
ciency per  quarter,  it  is  believed  that  many  schools  of  the 
class  referred  to,  would  continue  in  operation  the  whole  year. 
The  people  of  the  said  districts  would  thus  enjoy  equal  edu- 
cational advantages,  and  would,.from  this  cause,  more  willing- 
ly contribute  to  the  raising  of  money  for  the  support  of 
schools. 

teachers'  institutes. 

Teachers'  Institutes  have  been  held  during  the  year  in  all 
the  counties  of  the  State,  except  Monmouth  and  Passaic, 
at  the  time  and  place  designated  in  the  following  table : 
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Coon  ties. 

Time  of  Meeting. 

Place. 

Atlantic,      -    - 

August  10th, 

Tuckahoe. 

Bergen,   ... 

June  loth, 

Hackensack. 

Burlington,  -    - 

June  8th, 

Mount  Holly, 

Camden,  -    -    - 

August  17th, 

Long-a-Coming. 

Cape  May,    -    - 

June  1st, 

Cape  May  Court  House. 

Cumberland,     - 

August  24th, 

Bridge  ton. 

Essex,      .    -    - 

March  30th, 

Newark. 

Gloucester,  •    - 

August  3d, 

Carpenter's  Landing* 

•Hudson,  -    •    . 

June  8th, 

Hudson  City. 

Hunterdon,  -    - 

May  25th, 

New  Germantown. 

Mercer,    -    -    - 

June  22d, 

Hightstown. 

Middlesex,    -    - 

July  20th, 

Cranberry. 

Morris,    -    -    - 

July  27th, 

Morristown. 

Ocean,     -    •    - 

Tom's  River. 

Salem,      -    •    - 

August  17th, 

AUowaystown. 

Qoaerset,     -    - 

Sussex,    -    -    - 

August  24th, 

Newton. 

Union,     -    .    - 

July  20th, 

Elizabeth. 

Warren,  -    -    - 

Sept,  14th, 

Washington. 

This  subject  having  been  discussed  at  some  length  in 
former  reports  from  this  ofSce,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  my 
present  purpose  to  say  that  the  experience  of  another  year 
folly  confirntis  the  opinion  heretofore  expressed,  that  Teach- 
ers' Institutes  are  among  the  most  efficient  means  we  possess 
of  directly  promoting  the  interests  of  our  common  schools, 
giving,  as  they  do,  instruction  to  teachers  in  the  various 
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branches  of  education,  in  the  modes  of  teaching,  and  the 
principles  of  school  discipline,  thus  acquainting'  them  with 
the  best  methods  of  communicating  knowledge  and  inspiring 
them  with  the  true  spirit  of  the  teacher's  vocation. 

Nor  is  their  influence  on  the  public  mind  less  important. 
By  the  public  lectures  and  discussions  on  the  various  sub* 
jects  connected  with  the  interests  of  education,  the  attention 
of  the  people  has  been  aroused  to  a  sense  of  the  responsi- 
bility devolving  upon  them,  causing  them  to  feel  a  deeper 
interest  in  the  sulj^ject  of  schools,  and  inciting  them  to  greater 
diligence  in  their  efforts  to  improve  their  condition. 

The  good  effects  of  Teachers'  Institutes  have  fully  vindi- 
cated the  wisdom  of  the  policy  that  brought  them  into  ex- 
istei^ce,  and  have  shown  that,  when  rightly  conducted,  they 
are  not  only  an  efScient  means  of  improving  the  schools, 
but  a  powerful  auxiliary  in  promoting  the  interests  of  gene- 
ral education. 

With  the  accompanying  documents  will  be  found  a  report 
made  to  this  department  by  John  B.  Thompson,  agent  of  tho 
State  Teachers'  Association,  a  gentleman  who  for  seventlL 
years  has  been  intimately  connected  with  Teachers'  Insti- 
tutes in  New  Jersey,  and  whose  reports  on  the  subject,  wiLl 
be  found  highly  interesting. 

THE  DISTRIBUTION  OP  BOOKS  TO  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  acts  authorizing  and  directing  the  purchase  of  "  Wel>- 
ster's  Unabridged  Dictionary,"  and  **  Lippincott's  Pro- 
nounping  Gazetteer,''  for  the  use  of  the  schools,  have,  so  far 
as  the  demand  for  the  books  required  it,  been  complied  with* 

Webster's  unabridged  dictionary. 

Of  the  Dictionary,  fifteen  hundred  copies  have  been  pur- 
chased, at  an  expense  to  the  State  of  six  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  distribution  thereof  is  nearly  completed. 

lippincott's  pronouncing  gazetteer. 
Of  the  Gazetteer,  one  thousand  copies  have  been  ptirchasedj 
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aian  expense  to  the  State  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred 
4olIara,  a  large  proportion  of  which  have  already  been  dis- 
tributed. Five  hundred  more  will  probably  be  required  to 
sapplj  the  demand  of  the  schools. 

■  In  the  delivery  of  these  books,  I  have  been  greatly  aided 
by  the  services  of  B.  M.  Smith,  the  Treasurer  of  the  State, 
ibr  whose  kindness  and  assistance  in  this  matter  I  shall  ever 
feel  under  special  obligations* 

The  work  of  distributing  them  has  imposed  on  the  de- 
.  partinent  much  labor  and  expense,  and  for  which  no  provision 
has  been  made ;  yet  the  duty  has  been  cheerfully  performed, 
in  the  confident  belief  that  the  possession  of  these  invaluable 
books  by  the  schools  of  the  State,  will  result  in  lasting  benefit 
to  them. 

THE  SCHOOL  PUNDI 

The  amount  of  the  school  fund,  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  was  four  hundred  and  six- 
teen thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and  one 
cent  ($416,648  01) ;  having  increased  during  the  year  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dol- 
lars and  twenty-two  cents  ($1,878  22.) 

CONCLUSION. 

Let  not  the  advocates  of  popular  education  in  New  Jersey 
felsuc  their  exertions  for  one  moment,  or  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree abate  their  zeal.    It  is  a  cause  which  appeals  to  all 
classes  of  the  friends  of  humanity.    The  philanthropist  sees 
in  it  the  means  of  increasing  that  intelligent  forethought 
which  tends  to  lessen  crime   and  want.    The  advocate  of 
moral  reform  feels  that  the  probabilities  of  success  strength- 
en with  the  increasing  habits  of  reading  and  reasoning  which 
popular  education  induces.    The  christian  is  well  convinced 
that  divine  truth  comes  with  new  force  and  efi'ect  to  minds 
trained  to  examine  and  reflect.    The  patriot  knows  that  pop- 
ular intelligence  is  a  powerful  element  of  national  strength 
and  prosperity,  and  the  surest  safeguard  of  right  institutions. 
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The  loTer  of  American  freedom  sees  a  peculiar  necessity 
here  for  general  education.  The  subjects  of  otiier  govern- 
ments ought  to  be  educated,  ours  must  be.  A  republic  can- 
not stand  firm  in  spirit  as  well  as  in  name,  unless  its  citizens 
are  prepared  to  judge  intelligently  of  public  men  and  pub- 
lic measures ;  as  the  intelligence  of  the  whole  people  increa- 
ses with  their  increased  educational  facilities,  public  mea- 
sures will  be  scanned  more  closely,  public  men  will  be  held 
to  a  more  rigid  accountability,  just  laws  will  be  enforced 
with  more  ease  and  promptness,  the  industry  of  our  people 
will  find  new  fields  of  effort  and  receive  new  rewards,  and 
all  the  material  resources  of  our  state,  and  every  element  of 
our  prosperity  will  be  more  abundantly  developed.  Popu-* 
lar  intelligence  is  the  right  arm  of  our  strength. 

With  the  confident  belief  that  the  subject  will  receive  at 
your  hands  that  attention  its  importance  demands,  this  re- 
port is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  H.  PHILLIPS, 
St<Ue  Superintendent. 

Office  of  State  Superintendent  of  public  schools^ 

Pennington,  January  23d,  1858. 
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APPENDIX. 


REPORT  OF  THE  STATE  AGENT  OF  THE 
N.  J.  TEACHERS*  ASSOCIATION. 


To  the.  Honorable  John  H.  Phillips, 

State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  oj  JV*.  J. 

The  undersigned  is  very  happy,  in  accordance  with  his  in- 
structions, to  transmit  the  following  report  of  his  labors 
daring  the  two  years  past,  to  the  head  of  the  department  of 
public  education  in  New  Jersey,  to  whose  wholesome  coun- 
sels he  considers  himself  indebted  for  much  of  the  success 
which  has  crowned  his  efforts  since  he  entered  upon  the  du- 
ties of  his  office.  However,  in  making  this  report,  the  Agent 
of  the  New  Jersey  State  Teachers'  Association  has  little  that 
is  new  to  report.  Indeed,  there  is,  comparatively  speaking, 
little  that  is  new  in  the  whole  subject  of  education.  The 
great  principles  which  govern  the  imparting  of  knowledge 
to  the  human  mind,  are  as  unchanging  as  the  laws  of  mind. 
New  discoveries  of  these  principles,  and  of  methods  of  ap- 
plying them,  it  is  true,  may  be  expected  to  be  made,  and  are 
made  daily ;  but  the  subject  depends,  for  the  interest  it  ex- 
cites in  the  popular  mind,  rather  upon  its  comtinuous  im- 
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portance,  than  upon  its  novelty.  Steady,  well-directed  effort 
to  develop,  progressively,  the  principles  which  lie  at  the 
foundation  of  every  good  system — to  famili^ze  the  people 
with  them — to  excite  them  to  a  proper  appreciation  of  this 
great  subject — to  **  turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  toward  the 
children,''  will  do  much  more  to  promote  the  good  cause  than 
sudden  and  violent  changes,  whether  purely  experimental  or 
not. 

The  cardinal  principle,  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  our 
educational  system  is,  that  "  A  free  people  must  be  an  edu- 
cated people."  They  must  be  educated  physically ^  to  be  able 
to  endure  labor ;  mentally^  to  know  in  what  direction  their 
labors  may  be  successful ;  morally^  to  direct  their  labors  only 
into  such  channels  as  ought  to  lead  to  success ;  and  socially^ 
that  in  all  their  lives  and  labors  they  may  comport  them- 
selves as  becomes  the  members  of  a  society  whose  govern- 
ment leaves  them  free. 

It  was  for  these  purposes  that  our  public  school  system 
was  instituted.  That  it  has  accomplished  its  design  in  a 
very  limited  measure,  is  true ;  but  this  is  owing  to  defects 
in  the  carrying  out  of  the  principle,  not  in  the  principle 
itselfl 

To  promote  these  ends,  it  is  necessary  to  have — 

First  in  the  order  of  time,  an  appropriate  place  for  teach- 
ing; 

Secondly  f  pupils  to  be  taught ;  and 

Thirdly,  a  teacher  able  and  loving  to  teach. 

The  first  and  second  of  these — school-houses  and  the  at- 
tendance of  pupils — have  been,  measurably,  attained;  at 
least,  the  defects  in  these  are,  by  universal  consent,  not  so 
great  as  in  the  third  particular.  With  wise  discrimination, 
tiien,  the  New  Jersey  State  Teachers'  Association,  since  its 
first  organisation,  whilst  not  neglecting  these  other  so  im- 
portant particulars,  has  directed  its  efforts  mainly  toward 
securing  throughout  the  State  a  corps  of  thoroughly  qualified 
and  efficient  teachers.  It  has  justly  considered  this  of  the 
4rst  importance.    Nor  have  these  efforts  been  unsuccessful. 
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On  the  contrary,  notwithstanding  the  much  that  remains  to 
be  done — and  few  among  us  have  any  conception  of  how  much 
that  is — any  one  who  will  diligently  compare  the  present 
state  of  educational  aSiairs  in  New  Jersey  with  that  which 
existed  when  the  N.  J.  State  Teachers'  Association  was  or^ 
ganised,  will  plainly  perceive  that  the  progress  has  been 
quite  as  great  as  could  consist  with  healthful  developments 
It  would  be  a  pleasant  task  to  present  these  pictures  side  by 
side,  and  the  consideration  thereof  would  be  a  grateful  source 
of  encouragement  to  those  who  have  labored  in  this  work, 
in  spite  of  the  great  discouragements  they  have  met;  but  I 
leave  this  for  a  more  graphic  pen.  The  object  I  have  in 
view  will  not  allow  me  to  dwell  upon  it. 

Teachers'  Institutes  were  first  established,  both  because  of 
their  immediate  availability,  and  because  through  them  the 
people  could  be  communicated  with,  and  the  beatings  of  the 
great  popular  pulse  observed.  Our  Normal  school  was  es- 
tablished the  last,  and  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  best  on  the 
western  continent.  We  did  not  make  the  mistake  of  sup- 
posing a  priori  that  now  Teachers'  Institutes  might  be  dis- 
pensed with ;  by  no  means.  The  sad  and  expensive  experi- 
ments of  sister  states  were  before  our  eyes.  We  saw  that 
our  Normal  School,  capacious  as  it  is,  would  be  many  years 
in  supplying  all  our  wants ;  that  many  would  not,  and  many 
could  not  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages ;  that  the  Nor- 
mally trained  teachers  themselves  have  capacities  for  still 
higher  attainments,  and  that  in  Teachers'  Institutes,  by  the 
contact  of  mind  with  mind,  by  the  interchange  of  plan  for 
plan,  and  views  for  views,  forgotten  knowledge  might  be  re- 
vived,higher  attainments  made,  an  esprit  du  corps  established, 
and  the  attention  of  the  people  enlisted.  Accordingly,  so 
far  from  neglecting  these,  the  association  appointed  an  agent 
whose  chief  business  it  should  be,  under  the  advice  and  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  State  Superintendent,  to  render  this 
instrumentality  as  efficient  as  possible  in  promoting  the  ends 
for  which  it  was  designed.    The  third  year  since  the  estab- 
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lishment  of  this  agency  has  just  expired.  The  first  incum- 
bent was  that  indefatigable  pioneer,  Dr.  C.  C.  Hoagland, 
now  doing  a  similar  work  for  the  citizens  of  Illinois.  Un- 
der his  auspices  Institutes  were  held  in  of  the  twenty 
counties  of  the  State.  Taught  by  the  experience  as  well 
as  by  the  counsels  of  his  illustrious  predecessor,  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  was  successful,  during  the  first  year  of  his 
office,  in  establishing  Institutes  in  every  county  in  the  state. 
Similar  results — with  two  exceptions — have  crowned  his 
labors  during  the  past  year.  Since  he  entered  upon  the  du- 
ties of  his  office  he  has  communicated  with  teachers  and  peo- 
ple by  means  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  printed  circu- 
lars, nine  hundred  letters,  one  hundred  public  lectures,  (ex- 
clusive of  the  daily  services  of  Teachers'  Institutes)  given 
professional  instruction  to  about  thirteen  hundred  teachers, 
addressed  thousands  of  children,  traveled  more  than  ten 
thousand  miles  in  all  sorts  of  conveyances,  over  all  sorts  of 
roads,  in  all  sorts  of  weather ;  meeting  with  all  sorts  of  re- 
ceptions, but  with  an  earnest  heart  and  a  hopeful  confidence 
in  his  cause ;  never  despairing,  never  doubting  its  ultimate 
and  speedy  success,  he  has  gone  steadily  forward  as  best  he 
could,  and  trusts  that  he  has  not  labored  entirely  in  vain. 
The  mode  of  procedure  has  usually  been  to  consult  with 
some  of  the  more  prominent  teachers  of  a  county  respecting 
the  arrangements  for  an  institute,  and.  induce  them  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  teachers  of  the  county,  at  which  the  matter 
might  be  discussed,  and  some  plan  of  operations  adopted. 
Where  this  was  impracticable,  as  was  often  the  case,  some 
one,  usually  a  teacher  in  the  county,  has  been  employed  to 
visit  the  teachers  at  their  schools,  talk  with  them  about  the 
matter,  and  endeavor  to  secure  their  attendance  at  the  time 
and  place  indicated  by  a  majority  of  those  consulted.  Where 
county  associations  were  in  active  exercise  these  preliminary 
arrangements  have  usually  been  entrusted  to  them. 

Notices  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  institute, 
and  other  information  respecting  it  have  then  been  given 
through  the  public  prints ;  communications  respecting  it  have 
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also  been  published ;  in  some  instances  hand-bills  have  been 
posted  throughout  the  county,  and  in  all  a  copy  of  the  fol- 
lowing circular  letter  has  been  addressed  to  each  teacher, 
town-superintendent,  and  prominent  educational  man  through- 
out the  county : 

You  are  invited  to  attend  the  Teachers'  Institute,  to  be 
held  at  in  the  County  of 

during  the  week  commencing  of  the  pres- 

ent year. 

A  Teachers'  Institute,  is  an  assemblage  of  teachers  for  im- 
provement in  the  studies  they  are  to  teach,  and  in  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  they  are  to  govern.  Its  chief  design  is  to 
teach  teachers  haw  to  teach.  This  ia  done  by  precept  and  by 
example.  Under  accomplished  instructors  teachers  are 
formed  into  classes,  drilled  in  the  studies  they  are  expected 
to  teach,  and  taught  the  best  methods  of  imparting  knowl- 
edge. 

Whenever  and  wherever  teachers  meet  and  interchange 
views  respecting  their  business,  compare  methods,  suggest 
illustrations,  discuss  plans,  relate  incidents,  and  talk  over  the 
thousand  and  one  petty,  but  important  details  of  their  duties, 
the  effect  must  be  good.  But  when  we  add  to  all  this,  that 
a  Teachers'  Institute  is,  besides,  a  model  school,  in  which  the 
rules  of  punctuality,  order,  diligence,  attention  and  prompt- 
ness are  applied  to  teachers  themselves;  in  which  all  the 
points  connected  with  the  government,  discipline,  and  classi- 
fication of  schools  are  examined;  in  which  the  rules  and 
principles  laid  down  in  the  tex^books  are  fully  explained, 
and  the  best  methods  of  impressing  these  upon  the  minds  of 
children  are  pointed  out,  and  from  which  teachers  return  to 
their  schools  with  an  increased  fiind  of  knowledge,  with 
errors  corrected,  aims  elevated,  and  understandings  enlight- 
ened— the  Importance  of  such  institutes  can  hardly  be  over 
estimated.  ,  Nothing  can  be  further  from  the  fact  than  the 
idea  entertained  by  some  that  the  Teachers'  Institute  is  the 
place  for  the  exposition  of  faults,  and  yet  it  is  to  be  feared 
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that  this  idea  has  kept  away  from  such  meetings  many  whc 
most  needed  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  only  there. 

The  duty  of  preparing  for  whatever  we  undertake ;  the 
rapidly  advancing  standard  of  education ;  the  increased  vig- 
ilance of  trustees  in  seeking  out  teachers  of  high  talents  and 
attainments ;  the  readiness  of  districts  to  pay  higher  sala- 
ries to  good  teachers ;  the  obligation  to  the  government  which 
provides  such  opportunities  for  improvement — all  these  con- 
siderations call  upon  every  teacher  to  avail  himself  of  this 
opportunity  for  improving  himself  and  others. 

The  momentous  interests,  public  and  private,  which  depend 
upon  the  advancement  of  popular  education  among  us»  appeal 
to  every  patriot,  philanthropist  and  christian,  to  lend  all  his 
influence  to  a  measure  which  has  proved  so  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  improving  the  character  of  our  schools,  and 
awakening  the  interest  of  parents. 

Every  teacher  and  school-oflScer in  the  county  should  attend 
this  institute.  It  is  provided  for  all.  The  citizens  of  the 
vicinity  usually  entertain  the  members  of  the  institute,  and 
consider  themselves  sufGiciently  remunerated  therefor  by  the 
good  they  derive  from  the  exercises  of  the  week. 

The  evenings  will  be  devoted  to  popular  lectures  on  sub- 
jects connected  with  education.  .  For  particulars  you  are  re- 
ferred to  the  notices  in  your  county  papers. 

The  expenses  of  teachers  will  be  so  small,  and  the  advan- 
tages so  great,  that  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  you  will  do  your- 
self and  your  profession  the  justice  to  attend. 

Hoping  to  meet  you  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  I 
remain.  Yours,  in  our  common  cause, 

JOHN  B.  THOMPSON, 
State  Jlgent  of  the  JV*.  J.  Teachers'  *^sociation: 

New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Much  of  the  success  of  these  institutes  has  depended  upon 
the  able  corps  of  assistant  instructors,  whose  services  the  state 
agent  was  so  fortunate  as  to  secure, — to  whom  he  gladly 
avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  thus  publicly  to  tender  his 
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gratefal  acknowledgments,  for  tl)p  nnanimity  of  purpose 
with  which  they  have  labored  in  the  cause  we  love.  Amid 
all  the  intimate  and  varying  relations  in  which  we  have  been 
placed,  the  writer  does  not  know  of  a  single  instance  in 
which  discord— or  any  of  her  less  offensively  named  sisters — 
has  interfered  to  mar  the  harmony  of  our  plans,  or  the  suc- 
cess of  our  endeavors.  Even  more  thanks  than  have  been 
tendered  are  '*  eminently  due  "  from  the  teachers  of  New 
Jersey,  to  the  talented  and  energetic  members  of  this  corps 
of  instruction,  whom  the  agent  of  the  association  must  ever 
hold  in  grateful  remembrance. 

They  are  : 


of  the  State  Jformal  School. 


W.  P.  Phelps, 
S.  C.  Webb, 
David  Cole, 
Henry  Pierce, 

D.  P.  Colburn,  j     ^  n       *j  n    r 

S.  A.  Potter,  of  Providence,  R.  I. 


of  Jfew  York  City. 


N.  A.  Calkins, 
J.  S.  Denman, 
James  B.  Thomson, 
C.  W.  Sanders, 

Abraham  Thompson,       of  Hollandy  Michigan. 

The  two  last  mentioned,  particularly,  have  borne  so  much 
^f  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  that  the  undersigned 
^ould  be  guilty  of  great  injustice,  did  he  not  thus  acknowl- 
edge his  obligations  to  them. 

Other  individuals  ol  note  in  the  educational  world,  have 
also,  in  single  instances,  rendered  efficient  service,  and  will 
please  accept  this  acknowledgment  of  favors  conferred. 

The  undersigned  desires  to  acknowledge  his  obligations 
also,  to  those  Presses  and  to  the  Railroad  Companies,  which 
have  aided  and  abetted  him  in  his  labors. 

The  character  of  the  institutes  has  been  slightly  modified 
from  that  of  those  in  neighboring  states.  Conscious  that  no 
great  success  can,  or  ought  to  be,  attained  in  a  country  like 
ours,  unless  ^Ae  people  approve  and  aid  the  undertaking,  the 
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endeavor  bas  been  made  to  give  tbe  institates  more  of  a  pop- 
ular ebaracter.  More  time  has  been  given  for  discussions, 
more  general  exercises  have  been  introduced,  in  which  all 
present  might  participate.  The  public  lectures  have  been  of 
a  more  familiar  and  hortatory  character.  In  short,  every- 
thing has  been  done  which,  without  interfering  with  tbe 
primitive  design  of  a  Teacher^s  Institute,  seemed  likely  to 
impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  the  momentous  inter- 
ests, public  and  private,  which  cluster  round  the  cause  we 
advocate.  While  this  is  so,  however,  care  has  been  taken 
that  the  daily  exercises  should  be  strictly  professional, — and 
that  they  should  not  degenerate  into  mere  academic  instruc- 
tion— tho'  sooth  to  say,  this  last  is  greatly  needed,  too. 

As  Teachers'  Institutes  seem  to  be  the  most  efficient  and 
available  means  for  keeping  teachers  and  people  properly 
awake  to  a  sense  of  the  responsibilities  devolving  upon 
them — as  they  are  yet  comparatively  a  new  thing  in  many 
parts  of  the  state — and  as  their  history  is  not  generally 
known,  a  more  minute  account  of  them  may  not  be  inappro- 
priate here. 

The  first  of  the  class  of  meetings  now  known  as  Teachers' 
Institutes,  was  held  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  the  autumn 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  upon  the  invitation, 
arrangement  and  expense,  and  under  the  charge  of  the  Hon. 
Henry  Barnard,  then  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  Common  Schools  of  that  state.  The  next  meet- 
ing of  the  kind  of  which  we  have  ainynote,  was  the  "tem- 
porary normal  school,''  held  for  eight  weeks,  at  a  charge  of 
three  dollars  for  the  term,  in  Fulton  county.  New  York,  by 
Mr.  S.  E.  Sweet,  in  the  autumn  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-two.  During  this  autumn,  Mr.  J.  S.  Denman,  then  Su- 
perintendent of  Common  Schools  in  Tompkins  county,  New 
York,  began  his  efforts,  which  resulted  in  the  establishment 
of  the  first  Teachers'  Institute,  socalled^m  the  world,  on  the 
fourth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three.  His  as- 
sociates in  instruction  were  the  Hon.  Salem  Town,  Eev.  David 
Powell,  and  Prof.  James  B.  Thomson.    Since  this  time 
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Teacher's  iDstitates  have  become  common.  In  most  states 
they  were  held  first  at  the  expense  of  the  members,  or  of 
some  beneficent  friends  of  the  cause,  and  when  found  suc- 
cessful were  taken  under  state  patronage. 

• 

Bhode  Island  was  the  first  state  to  recognize  this  new 
agency  in  her  school  system,  by  making  it  the  duty  of  the 
commissioners  of  public  schools,  in  the  law  of  1845,  to 
establish  Teachers'  Institutes, ''  where  teachers,  and  such  as 
propose  to  teach,  may  become  acquainted  with  the  most  ap- 
proved and  successful  methods  of  arranging  the  studies  and 
conducting  the  discipline  and  instruction  of  public  schools." 

New  Hampshire,  in  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six, 
enacted  "  that  any  town  in  the  state,  at  a  legal  meeting  for 
the  purpose,  may  raise,  in  addition  to  the  amount  required  to 
be  raised  therein  for  the  support  of  common  schools,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  of  such  amount,  to  be  applied  to 
the  support  of  a  Teachers'  Institute  within  the  limits  of  the 
county  in  which  said  town  is  situated."  This  same  year, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  as  we  learn  from  the  tentl^ 
annual  report  of  that  eminent  educator,  the  Hon.  Horace 
Mann,  then  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  that 
state,  Massachusetts  also  availed  herself  of  this  instrumen- 
tality-r-its  utility  having  been  previously  tested  by  four  in- 
stitutes, held  at  an  expense  of  $250  each,  contributed  by  the 
Hon.  Edmund  D  wight.  By  the  provisions  of  the  act,  "  when- 
ever  reasonable  assurance  is  given  to  the  board  (of  education) 
that  a  number  of  teachers  of  common  schools,  not  less  than 
seventy,  shall  desire  to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  Teachers'  Institute,  and  to  remain  in  session  for  a  period  of 
not  less  than  ten  working  days,  the  board,  by  a  committee, 

or  by  their  Secretary,  or,  in  case  of  his  inability,  by  such 
person  or  persons  as  they  may  delegate,  are  to  appoint  a  time 
and  place  for  a  meeting,  make  suitable  arrangements  there- 
for, and  give  due  notice  thereof. 

"  The  board,  or  their  committee  or  appointee,  must  engage 
teachers  and  lecturers  for  each  institute  they  may  call,  prot- 


Tide  rooms,  fires,  lights,  attendants,  and  so  forth ;  but  for 
these  purposes  thej  are  not  authorized  to  expend  on  any  one 
institute,  more  than  two  hundred  dollars.  Out  of  this  arc 
paid  also  the  personal  expenses  of  the  Secretary  of  the  board, 
incurred  in  calling  and  attending  the  institute,  but  no  allow- 
ance is  made  for  his  services, 

"  The  personal  expenses  of  the  members  for  board,  travel, 
and  so  forth,  are  defrayed  by  themselves.  The  committee 
of  the  board,  its  Secretary,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  person 
appointed  by  them  or  him,  stands  in  the  same  relation  to 
the  institute  in  which  a  teacher  stands  to  his  school."  Sim- 
ilar regulations  exist  in  every  state. 

In  November  of  this  year,  (eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
six,)  the  legislature  of  New  York  also  passed  an  act,  appror 
priating  "  a  sum,  not  exceeding  sixty  dollars  annually  to  any 
one  county,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  Teachers'  Institutes 
in  the  several  counties."  After  a  trial  of  ten  years,  this  ap- 
propriation was  doubled,  making  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  for  each  Institute  at  which  forty  teachers  indicate  a 
desire  to  be  present. 

In  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  Connecticut  ap- 
propriated one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  to  each  county 
for  this  purpose.  Since  then,  every  county  in  the  state  has 
had  an  Institute  annually,  as  we  learn  from  the  interesting 
report  of  the  Hon.  Superintendent,  D.  N.  Camp,  the  well- 
known  educator.  He  adds:  "  In  all  places  where  Institutes 
were  held,  the  people  generously  threw  open  their  doors  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  members  present.  *  *  *  The 
value  of  Teachers'  Institutes  is  no  longer  a  question  of 
doubt." 

In  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  Maine  also  joined  the 
ranks,  appropriating  for  Institutes  throughout  the  state,  two 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars ;  and,  the  first  year,  an  Insti- 
tute was  held  in  each  county,  **  several  of  which  were  very- 
large,  and  all  of  them  very  spirited  and  useful." 

Other  states  have  followed,  and  are  following  in  the  wake, 
and  everywhere  the  same  opinion  prevails. 
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In  colIectiDg  information  upon  this  subject,  the  undersigned 
addressed  a  circular  letter,  containing  twenty-two  interroga- 
tories, to  the  heads  of  the  department  of  education,  and  to 
other  prominent  educational  men,  in  fourteen  states.  From 
all  these  the  same  testimony  comes  up.  From  every  place 
the  same  reply  is  heard :  '*  Teachers'  Institutes  are  the  most 
efficient  and  economical  instrument,  for  increasing  the  quali- 
fications of  teachers,  and  the  interest  of  parents,  of  which 
we  have  any  knowledge." 

To  the  gentlemen  who  have  so  kindly  contributed  this 
valuable  information,  the  Agent  of  the  N.  J.  State  Teachers' 
Association  desires  to  tender  his  grateful  acknowledgment 
of  obligation  for  the  favors  conferred. 

The  Institutes  which  have  been  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  N.  J.  State  Teacher'  Association,  were  called  to  order  at 
the  time  appointed,  remarks  were  made  respecting  the  design 
of  our  assembling,  the  important  nature  of  our  business, 
the  necessity  of  proper  preparation  for  that  business,  and  the 
still  greater  necessity  which  exists  that  whoever  undertakes 
to  guide  the  workings  of  an  immortal  mind,  must  have  the 
a^istance  of  the  Maker  of  that  mind,  who  alone  under- 
stands its  mysterious  mechanism.  A  portion  of  Scripture 
was  then  read,  and  the  Divine  guidance  invoked.  With 
such  exercises  the  duties  of  each  day  began.  After  this,  in 
order  to  dissipate  that  feeling  of  timidity  which,  wliile  it 
exists,  interferes  so  much  with  the  success  of  the  Institute, 
the  members  usually  read  some  interesting  article,  designed, 
not  for  criticism,  but  that  they  might  gradually  acquire  that 
self-confidence,  so  necessary  to  success  in  every  undertaking. 
The  necessity  of  unanimity  of  purpose  in  our  exercises,  the 
advantages  of  knowing  each  other,  of  feeling  that  we  are 
members  of  the  same  profession,  having  a  common  interest, 
held  together  by  a  common  bond  of  union,  and  other  kindred 
topics,  were  then  spoken  of,  after  which  a  recess  was  an- 
nounced, that  the  members  might  straightway  begin  to  culti- 
vate each  other's  acquaintance,  and  the  more  speedily  learn 
to  feel  themselves  of  the  same  family. 
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The  evenings  were  deToted  to  lectures  and  discussions,  in 
which  all  present  were  requested  to  participate.  Among  the 
prominent  topics  presented  were  *'  The  relatiye  duties  of 
Teacher  and  Parent/'  "The  extent  of  the  Teacher's  au- 
thority and  responsibility,*'  "The  defects  of  our  Public 
School  system,"  **  The  intelligence  of  the  people  the  bulwark 
of  liberty,"  "  The  education  of  the  senses,"  **  Practical  edu- 
cation,*' "  Education  as  the  means  of  mental  culture,"  "The 
true  teacher,*'  "Corporal  punishment,"  "Whispering,  and 
its  prevention,"  "  Punctuality  and  regularity  of  attendance," 
"  School  houses  and  furniture,"  "  District  libraries,"  "  Nor- 
mal schools,"  "  Graded  certificates  of  licensure,"  &c.,  &c,,  Ac. 
Occasionally,  however,  the  exercises  were  varied  by  popular 
lectures  upon  history,  astronomy,  physiology,  chemistry, 

The  daily  exercises  usually  continued  six  hours;  three* 
fourths  of  each  hour  being  devot^  to  instruction,  and  the 
remaining  fourth  to  recreation  or  vocal  music,  or  both. 

The  exercises  consisted  of  two  kinds : 

I.  Instruction  in  the  most  improved  methods  of  impart- 
ing a  knowledge  of  the  branches  usually  taught  in  our  public 
schools,  constituting,  in  some  measure,  a  review  of  those 
branches,  exemplifying  them  in  various  waya^  and  showing 
the  importance  of  adapting  illustrations  to  the  mental  powers 
and  habits  of  the  pupil.  (But  little  has  been  done  with 
what  are  called  the  "higher  branches,"  because  these  are 
seldom  taught  in  our  public  schools,  and  because  much  greater 
defects  are  visible  in  the  teaching  of  the  "  lower  branches," 
which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  knowledge.) 

II.  Familiar  lectures  on  the  classification  of  pupils ;  the 
theory  of  teaching;  the  duties  of  the  teacher,  both  as  an  in- 
structor and  educator;  and  the  best  modes  of  governing 
schools,  securing  order,  regularity  in  attendance,  diligence 
in  study,  propriety  of  deportment;  the  comparative  value  of 
various  studies;  the  teacher's  rewards,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

During  all  these  exercises  the  members  asked  questions 
freely  respecting  any  statement  which  did  not  appear  suffi- 
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ciendy  clear.  Where  this  was  done  in  a  proper  manner, 
trath  was  elecited,  error  unveiled,  and  good  accomplished. 
K  ever  a  captious  spirit  seemed  likely  to  waste  time,  the 
conductor  reserved  the  right  to  pronounce  the  subject  "  in- 
definitely postponed,"  It  will  be  seen,  from  this  descrip- 
tion, that  neither  the  catechetical  nor  the  lecturing  system  of 
instruction  has  been  exclusively  used.  The  first  seems  well 
calculated  to  discover  what  the  pupils  do,  or  do  not  know, 
but  imparts  little  information.  It  has  been  aptly  character- 
ized as  the  "  drawing  out"  or  "  pumping"  process.  The  other 
consists  of  oral  instruction  by  the  instructor,  which,  without 
practice  or  illustration,  the  pupils  are  expected  to  remember 
and  put  into  successful  operation  when  they  return  to  their 
schools.  The  confused  jumble  of  ideas  consequent  upon  a 
week  of  such  continuous  instruction,  must  be  a  poor  pre- 
parative for  school  duties.  This  has  been  designated  as  the 
"  pouring  in"  process. 

On  the  contrary  the  design  has  been  so  to  combine  theory 
with  practice,  question  with  explanation,  and  exhortation 
with  illustration,  that  each  should  be  a  commentary  upon 
the  other. 

The  subjects  treated  of  may  be  classified  as  follows : 

I.  Language, 
II.  Arithmetic, 

III.  Penmanship, 

IV.  Geography, 
V.  Vocal  music. 

I.  Language  includes 

1.  The  method  of  teaching  the  alphabet ; 

2.  The  nature  and  power  of  the  letters ; 

3.  Methods  of  teaching  spelling ; 

4.  ''  *^  reading ;  including  the 

(a)  Physiology  of  the  vocal  organs,  the  function  of 

respiration,  and  vocal  gymnastics ; 

(b)  Articulation  and  enunciation ; 

(c)  Emphasis ; 

(d)  Inflection  of  the  voice ; 

(e)  Modulation. 
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5.  The  aoalysis  and  signification  of  words  i 

6.  Classification  and  inflection  of  words; 

7.  Syntactical  analysis  and  synthesis  of  sentences ; 

8.  Composition. 

II.  ^irithmetie  inclndeB 

1.  Exercises  with  concrete  numbers,  for  young  children; 

2.  Mental  arithmetic,  for  pupils  of  all  ages ; 

3.  Written  arithmetic ;  including 

(a)  The  principles  of  the  science ; 

(b)  Demonstration  of  the  rules ; 

(c)  Analysis  of  the  operations. 

4.  The  application  of  arithmetic  to  mensuratioui  prac- 

tical geometry,  and  suryeying ; 

5.  Drill  exercises  to  ensure  rapidity  and  accuracy. 

III.  Penmanship  includes 

1.  Primary  exercises  in  drawing; 

2.  Printing  letters  and  words  upon  the  slate; 

3.  Chirography ;  comprising  the 

(a)  Motions  of  the  hand  and  arm ; 

(b)  Position ; 

(c)  Analysis  of  letters ; 

(d)  Slant  and  shading ; 

(e)  Beadiness  and  ease  of  execution ; 
(/)  Mercantile  and  business  forms ; 
(g)  Book-keeping. 

4.  Object  drawing. 

IV.  Geography  is  divided  into 

1.  Mathematical ;  comprising  what  it  is  here  necessary 

^  to  know  of 

(a)  Astronomy; 

(b)  Use  of  Globes ; 

2.  Physical;  comprising 

(a)  The  form  and  natural  divisions  of  the  earth's  sur- 
face; 
(6)  Soil; 

(c)  Mineral  productions; 
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(d)  Climate,  its  causes  and  effects ; 

(e)  Atmospheric  and  marine  currents; 
(/)  Earthquakes  and  Tolcanoes ; 

3.  Civil;  comprising 

(a)  Political  divisions  of  the  earth's  surface; 
(6)  The  manners  and  customs  of  the  inhabitants  of 
each; 

(c)  Their  religion ; 

(d)  Government ; 

(e)  Character; 
(/)  Manufactures; 
(g)  Commerce ; 
(A)  Agriculture ; 

(i)  History  and  chronology. 

4.  Map-drawing,  throughout  the  course. 

V.  Vocal  Miisicy  by  note  and  by  rote ; 

1.  Its  advantages  in  general. 

(a)  It  promotes  health,  by  strengthening  the  lungs ; 
(6)  It  improves  the  mind,  by  the  study  of  its  scientific 
relations ; 

(c)  It  improves  the  morals,  by  its  softening  influence ; 

(d)  It  promotes  the  happiness  of  the  race ; 

(e)  It  is  best  mastered  both  as  a  science  and  an  art  in 

youth. 

2.  Its  advantages  in  school : 

(a)  It  is  necessary  to  read  well ; 

(b)  It  soothes  irritation  and  quiets  boisterousness ; 

(c)  It  dissipates  torpor ; 

(d)  It  recreates  mind  and  body ; 

(e)  It  prevents  evil. 

These  subjects  have  all  been  presented  in  such  proportion 
3  their  comparative  merits,  and  the  limited  time  at  disposal, 
iemed  to  indicate.  They  have  all  been  considered,  both' 
leoretically  and  practically.  In  every  instance,  the  princi- 
[es  have  been  first  explained ;  the  reasons  for  eyerytbing 
ive  been  insisted  upon,  until  they  were  fairly  understood 
4 
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and  clearly  expressed ;  and,  when  tbie  was  attained,  repeated 
drills,  upon  abbreviated  methods,  have  been  added  to  insure 
that  rapidity  and  accuracy  of  execution  which  are  so  neces- 
sary to  fit  one  for  business  in  a  practical  world. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  all  this  has  been  thoroughly  ac- 
complished in  the  space  of  five  days;  as  many  years  would  be 
too  few  to  exhaust  such  a  series  of  subjects.  But  it  is  as- 
serted that  such  has  been  the  aim,  at  all  the  Institutes  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  State  Association,  and  that, — making , 
due  allowances  for  time  and  circumstances — the  desired  re- 
sults have  been  measurably  attained.  This  may  answer  the 
question  which  has  been  asked,  "  whether  Teachers'  Insti- 
tutes have  answered  the  expectations  of  their  projectors?" 
If  a  more  specific  answer  is  demanded,  I  can  only  repeat  that 
this  answer  must  depend  upon  what  those  expectations  were. 
If  it  was  supposed  that  a  Teachers'  Institute  was  a  machine, 
endowed  with  some  mysterious  power  by  which  learned, 
skillful,  and  accomplished  teachers  could  be  manufactured 
out  of  all  sorts  of  materials  in  the  shortest  possible  time, 
indeed,  that  expectation  has  not  been  answered.  •  Or,  if  it 
Avas  thought  that  persons  destitute  of  the  natural  endow- 
ments essential  for  teaching  could  be  made  good  instructors 
in  the  course  of  five  days ;  or,  that  individuals  not  already 
familiar  with  the  elementary  branches  of  a  common  school 
education,  could  not  only  become  learned  themselves,  but 
also  acquire  the  faculty  of  imparting  their  knowledge  to 
others,  during  one  session  of  the  institute ;  or,  if  it  was  sup- 
posed that  a  community  wholly  absorbed  in  the  pursuit  of 
gain,  utterly  indifferent  to  the  claims  of  the  intellect,  and 
profoundly  ignorant  of  their  duties  to  children  as  the  hope 
of  the  state  and  the  heirs  of  eternity,  could  be  aroused  to  a 
sense  of  duty,  informed  of  their  responsibilities,  instructed 
in  the  methods  of  discharging  them,  and  incited  to  diligence 
therein  by  attending  two  or  three  evening  lectures,  truly 
none  of  these  expectations  have  been  in  any  way  answered. 
But  ifit  was  expected  that  at  the  institute  teachers  would  learn 
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to  know  each  other,  and  to  feel  that  they  have  a  common 
cause ;  that  the  skill  and  experience  of  each  would  become 
common  stock ;  that  the  best  methods  pf  teaching,  of  gov- 
erning, of  classifying,  would  be  made  known  and  put  into 
practice  throughout  the  community ;  that  the  wisdom  of  all 
woold  be  made  serviceable  for  the  benefit  of  each,  and  that 
order  and  system  would  take  the  place  of  that  order  and 
chaos  '^  without  form  and  void,"  which  exists  where  teach- 
ers act  separately  and  independently — where  "  they  have 
theories  infinite,  and  practices  infinite,  or  piroceed  without 
either  theory  or  practice;*'  or,  if  it  was  supposed  that  by 
listening  to  the  public  lectures  and  participating  in  the  dis- 
cussions, a  public  interest  in  the  education  of  youth  would 
be  awakened ;  that  the  patriot,  the  philanthropist,  and  the 
christian,  would  be  incited  to  renewed  diligence  in  their  en- 
deavors to  promote  the  welfare  of  humanity,  truly,  all  these 
expectations  have  been  more  than  answered. 

The  undersigned  cannot  leave  this  part  of  his  subject, 
without  bearing  public  testimony  to  the  exemplary  conduct, 
the  earnestness  and  docility  of  the  members  of  the  Institutes 
under  his  charge.  They  seemed  alike  conscious  of  their  de- 
ficiencies, and  anxious  to  supply  them.  They  appeared  to 
occupy  that  honorable  middle  ground,  which  is  equally  re- 
mote from  the  arrogance  which  blindly  rejects,  and  the  ser- 
vility which  blindly  receives.  It  would  not  have  been  strange 
if  many  of  them — teachers  of  age. and  cfxperience — should 
look  with  an  evil  eye  upon  this  new  instrumentality  for 
qualifying  teachers ;  but,  though  occasionally  one  of  this 
class  has  been  found,  the  great  body  of  those  in  attendance 
have  evidently  come  there  with  a  desire  to  get  good  and  do 
good ;  and  to  them  chiefly  is  due  the  success  which  has  thus 
for  crowned  the  enterprise.  To  them  also  New  Jersey  is 
greatly  indebted  for  the  progress  she  has  already  made  in 
the  education  of  her  children.  They  have  been  missionaries 
in  their  respective  stations;  laboring,  in  public  or  in  private, 
as  they  best  could,  to  promote  the '  cause  they  love.  These 
are  they  who,  against  every  discouragement,  have  still  toiled 
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on ;  drawing  exhaustless  energies  from  the  character  of  their 
Tocation;  remembering  its  exalted  nature,  and  reflecting 
that  the  angel  who  opens  the  gate  of  heaven  might  as  well 
tire  of  his  work,  though  everj  time  tlie  gate  turns  upon  its 
hinges  a  new  inmate  is  ushered  into  the  mansions  of  eternal 
bliss.    These  are  the  salt  of  the  earth,  and  their  memory 
will  be  blessed.    Thej  may  not  be  ranked  among  the  noble 
of  the  earth ;  no  monumental  pile  may  mark  their  burial 
place ;  but  they  will  live  in  the  affections  of  those  whom  they 
have  trained  for  honor  and  for  immortality.    Their  works 
also,  shall  follow  them,  for  the  influence  of  their  instructions 
will  spread  far  and  wide,  and  will  be  transmitted  from  gen- 
eration to  generation  "  down  to  the  last  syllable  of  recorded 
time."    These  are  they,  who  often  live  and  labor  unappre- 
ciated,— who  die,  it  may  be,  unnoticed  and  unknown,  but 
who  will  receive  the  complete  reward  of  their  faithfulness — 
where  alone  it  can  be  looked  for — from  the  hands  of  the 
Great  Teacher,  when  he  that  has'  been  faithful  over  a  few 
things  shall  be  made  ruler  over  many  things.    The  Agent  of 
the  N.  J.  State  Teachers'  Association  is  proud  to  have  re- 
ceived the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  words  of  encour- 
agement and  comfort,  wherever  he  has  gone,  from  such  as 
these.    But  this  is  not  a  time  for  congratulations  alone. 
Though  many  schoolmasters,  who  had  been  for  years  together 
going  through  the  same  daily  routine,  in  the  same  tedious 
manner,  as  the  blind  mill-horse  goes  round  with  ceaseless 
tramp,  and  who  looked  askance  upon  an  innovation  which 
seemed  likely  to  interrupt  the  monotony  of  their  tread-mill 
operations,  have  attended  the  institutes  doing  and  getting 
good ;  though  many  young  and  inexperienced,  conscious  of 
their  inability,  who  shrank  back  from  what  they  feared  might 
prove  a  place  for  the  manifestation  of  their  faults,  have  been 
informed,  encouraged,  strengthened,  qualified — nevertheless 
the  fact  remains,  that  institutes  in  New  Jersey  do  not  accom- 
plish the  good  they  might,  because  comparatively  so  few  of 
ihe  teachers  attend.    This  is  the  more  to  be  lamented,  be-^ 
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causo  of  tbe  admitted  fact  that  those  who  habitually  absent 
themselyes,  are  they  who  specially  need  the  instruction  to  be 
obtained  there.  The  reasons  for  this  are  various.  The  first, 
of  course,  is  the  total  indifference  of  many  communities  upon 
the  subject  If  the  people  "  don't  know  and  don't  care  " 
what,  if  any,  advancement  the  teacher  makes  in  his  profes- 
sion, the  teacher  must  be  of  superior  mould  if  he,  too,  doeB 
not  become  careless  respecting  it  Next  to  this,  however,  is 
the  inadequacy  of  the  views  which  many  teachers  themselves 
have  of  their  business.  A  very  large  portion  of  them  seem 
to  think  that  a  knowledge  of  the  branches  actually  taught — 
and  that  knowledge  extending  no  further  than  the  text-book 
in  use — is  all  that  is  to  be  desired  by  anybody,  and  if  they 
approximate  to  this  they  are  **  pretty  fair  teachers.*'  As  a 
consequence  of  those  intellectual  and  moral  defects,  they  un- 
dervalue the  means  of  improvement  provided.  Besides,  the 
race  is  not  extinct  of  those  whose  chief  object  is  to  make 
and  save  money.  A  day  or  a  week,  or  a  dime  spent  in 
acquiring  greater  fitness  for  duty,  is  by  these  "regarded  as 
time  and  money  lost.  And  yet  there  are  a  great  many  who 
would  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  these  opportunities, 
whose  miserable  pittance  is  barely  su£Scient  to  eke  out  an  un- 
happy existence  for  themselyes  and  their  destitute  families, 
who  cannot  lose  a  day  without  losing  a  dinner. 

Then  there  are  some  who  are  fearful  of  committing  errors 
in  public,  and  thus  compromising  their  reputations,  upon 
which  they  depend  for  situations  when  they  have  worn  out 
in  one  place.  When  will  they  learn  that  every  where  hon- 
esty is  the  best  policy. 

And  there  are  others  who  consider  it  their  duty  solemnly 
to  protest  against  every  new-fangled^notion^  be  it  what  it 
may.    Such  reasons  might  be  multiplied  ad  nauseam. 

But  there  are  others  who  have  reasons  of  a  different  kind. 
Many  have  tried  for  years  to  do  something  for  the  educa«i 
tion  of  the  people,  and  having  labored  long  and  lone  in  vain, 
have  become  disheartened  and  refuse  to  stir  hand  or  foot 
more.    How  much  good  might  these  now  do  if  they  would 
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remember  that  tliie  work  tells  on  tlie  life  of  the  state,  on 
eternity,  and  that  great  reforms  always  moves  lowly.  Oh, 
that  they  would  not  be  weary  in  well  doing. 

Others  still,  have  attended  some  institutes,  so  called,  which 
were  really  valueless,  where  the  time  was  worse  than  wasted 
in  listening  to  beautifully  impracticable  theories,  or  in  petty 
disputes  and  inconsequential  arguments  upon  mooted  points 
of  no  use  to  anybody,  and  being  disgusted,  very  properly, 
with  the  whole  proceeding,  have  condemned  Teachers'  Insti- 
tutes in  toto. 

This  statement  introduces  the  fact  that  our  institutes  have 
not  been,  in  all  cases,  what  they  should  have  been.  In  fact, 
too  often  they  have  been  very  far  from  it.  The  causes  of 
this  have  also  been  various.  Sometimes  an  itinerant  charla- 
tan has  imposed  upon  the  community  by  passing  himself  off 
for  **  some  great  one,"  acting  either  in  the  capacity  of  in- 
.structor,  or  as  the  head  of  some  great  institution  from  which 
a  great  amount  of  very  indefinite  advantage  was  to  be  de- 
rived, initiating  members  at  twenty-five  cents  a  head — se- 
curing his  board  for  a  week,  and  what  money  he  could,  with- 
out rendering  any  equivalent. 

Sometimes  the  institute  has  had  no  head,  or,  what  is  quite 
as  disastrous,  has  had  several  discordant  ones,  whence  only 
confusion  can  result.  Sometimes  the  teachers  in  a  county 
have  disagreed  respecting  the  time,  place,  and  instructors  of 
an  institute,  and  the  minority  have  seemed  to  consider  it 
right  to  do  whatever  they  could  to  resist  what  they  regiarded 
as  the  tyranny  of  the  majority. 

The  simple  remedy  for  all  this  is  to  put  the  institutes  en- 
tirely under  the  charge  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  pub- 
lic Schools.  He  could  then,  upon  due  consultation  and  de- 
liberation, appoint  the  institutes  at  certain  times  and  places. 
By  holding  several  of  them  in  succession  a  corps  of  able  in- 
fitructor^  could  be  secured  for  a  reasonable  compensation. 
He  could  then  put  each  institute  under  the  definite  manage- 
ment of  some  one  competent  individual,  and  hold  him  re- 
sponsible for  the  results. 
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I  freelj  agree  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  lamented 
Page,  ten  years  since.  <*  So  far  as  my  observation  has  ex- 
tended'/' says  he,  '*  those  institutes  have  been  most  usefel,  in 
which  some  competent  practical  teacher  has  been  engaged  as 
principal,  and  clothed  with  full  power  to  lay  out  the  work  in 
his  own  way.  In  an  institute,  as  in  a  school,  it  very  much 
impedes  the  free  action  of  the  machinery,  to  have  the  power 
transmitted  through  too  many  hands;  and  I  have  usually  ob- 
served considerable  friction  where  all  the  arrangements 
were  to  be  brought  about  through  the  agency  of  a  commit- 
tee. In  my  honest  opinion,  it  would  generadly  be  far  the 
best  policy  to  commit  the  whole  msmagement  of  an  institute 
to  some  competent  person,  (if  he  was  neither  author  nor 
agent  of  some  school  book,  so  much  the  better)  and  then 
allow  him  to  throw  the  whole  weight  of  his  character,  and 
the  whole  sum  of  his  ingenuity  into  it,  and  hold  him  respon- 
sible for  the  results." 

Nor  is  a  large  number  of  instructors  and  noted  lecturers 
desirable.  The  day  has  passed  when  Teachers'  Institutes  are 
chiefly  benefitted  by  great  names  in  staring  capitals.  Two, 
or  at  most,  three  competent  instructors,  spending  the  week 
with  the  teachers,  cultivating  a  knowledge  of  their  necessi- 
ties, and  exhorting  the  people,  night  after  night,  with  plain 
statements  respecting  what  is  evidently  both  their  duty  and 
their  interest,  will  do  more  good  than  a  dozen  highly  finished 
orations  by  world-renowned  doctors  of  law  or  divinity. 

To  secure  the  attendance  of  teachers  is  a  matter  of  more 
difSculty,  but  one  which  could  be  accomplished  by  a  compe- 
tent county  superintendent,  or  even  by  an  eflBcient  "board  of 
examiners  and  visitoi-s  "  (as  now  provided  for  by  law).  Let 
the  county  examiner  interest  himself  in  the  matter ;  know 
the  name,  and  residence,  and  character  of  each  teacher  in 
the  county,  and  use  all  the  "moral  suasion"  of  which  he  is 
capable,  to  secure  his  attendance.  Let  him,  at  each  exami- 
nation for  licensure,  ask  questions,  especially  upon  the  sub- 
jects considered  at  the  previous  institute,  gradually  increas- 
ing the  requirements  from  year  to  year,  and  the  desired  re- 
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salt — the  betterment  of  the  teachers,  as  well  as  of  the  insti- 
tutes— will  be  attained. 

If  there  is  one  fault  which  more  than  any  other  seems 
to  characterize  our  system  of  public  education,  it  is 
that  of  the  irresponsibilityi  and  consequently  carelessness, 
of  those  to  whom  duties  are  entrusted.  Trustees,  teachers, 
town  superintendents  and  county  examiners,  have  little 
to  hope  from  faithfulness,  and  have  little  to  fear  from 
unfaithfulness  to  duty.  If  each  were  held  rigidly  accounta- 
ble to  the  head  of  the  department,  the  efficiency  of  our  sys- 
tem would  be  greatly  promoted.  Begging  pardon  if,  in 
making  this  suggestion  I  have  traveled  beyond  my  sphere,  I 
hasten  to  a  conclusion.  One  year  since  I  wrote  ^'The  true 
test  of  the  value  of  a  Teachers'  Institute  is  the  increase  of 
the  excellency  of  the  schools  and  of  the  interest  of  parents." 
The  observation  of  the  past  year  has  confirmed  the  opinion. 
I  am  happy  to  say,  also,  that  in  most  instances  these  results 
are  very  observable.  All  things  combine  to  strengthen  my 
convictions  of  the  great  utility  of  Teachers'  Institutes,  prop- 
erly conducted.  Experience  proves  that  the  means  are  wise- 
ly adapted  to  the  end  proposed.  Errors  will  occur,  diffi- 
culties arise,  and  discouragements  dishearten  one  who  has 
Tiot  firm  faith  in  the  excellency  and  final  triumph  of  the  cause 
in  which  ho  labors.  But  the  plan  is  good ;  the  work  is  God's 
as  well  as  man's,  and  cannot  come  to  naught.  Mind  is  im- 
mortal and  invincible.  The  combined  efforts  of  men  and 
devils  are  all  too  impotent  to  crush  its  heaven-born,  god-like 
energies.  It  aspires,  and  happy  will  he  be,  in  the  day  of  its 
complete  emancipation  from  the  thraldom  of  ignorance,  who 
has  been  even  the  humblest  of  the  instruments  of  freeing  it 
from  the  shackles  which  bound  it  in  the  prison  house  of  the 
oppressor. 

JOHN  B.  THOMPSON. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  REPORTS  OF   TOWNSfflP 

SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ATLANTIC  COUNTY, 


EGG  HARBOUR  TOWNSHIP. 


The  freeholders  have  for  sever^  years  past  regularly  ap- 
pointed examiners :  and  no  teacher  has  received  any  of  the 
public  money,  unless  in  possession  of  a  license. 

The  schools  of  the  .township,  for  the  most  part,  have  been 
only  partly  free,  the  trustees  paying  part  of  the  teacher's 
salary,  and  they  collecting  the  remainder  from  the  patrons 
of  the  schools. 

By  having  the  schools  partly  free,  we  are  enabled  to  keep 
our  schools  open  longer  than  if  they  were  entirely  free,  for 
it  is  difficult  to  obtain  patronage  from  the  inhabitants  in 
most  of  the  districts  sufficient  to  get  a  teacher,  unless  there 
is  an  appropriation  from  the  public  fund. 

The  cause  of  education  is  working  upon  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  people,  and  ere  long  we  hope  to  see  every  dis- 
trict supplied  with  a  competent  teacher. 

DAVID  LAKE, 
Town  Superintendent 
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GALLOWAY. 

I  am  enabled,  together  with  the  statistical  information 
herewith  transmitted,  to  report  the  edacational  interest  of 
our  township  as  steadily  increasing.  Notwithstanding  the 
tabular  report  may  show  a  large  disproportion  in  the  number 
who  attend  school,  and  the  number  in  the  township,  this  dis- 
parity, though  greatly  to  be  regretted,  is  in  a  measure  una- 
voidable, in  consequence  of  the  districts  embracing  within 
their  bounds  those  portions  of  the  township  remote  from 
schools,  and  thinly  inhabited,  yet  in  the  aggregate  making 
quite  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number  reported.  And  not- 
withstanding the  amount  raised  for  school  purposes,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  children  reported,  would  appear 
inconsiderable,  yet  perhaps  in  no  other  township  in  the  State, 
(not  embracing  large  towns  within  their  limits,)  are  larger 
salaries  paid  to  more  eflScient  teachers.  Particularly  is  this  the 
case  in  district  No.  5,  at  Unionville,  and  No.  1,  at  Absecom, 
at  which  latter  place  (though  heretofore  greatly  behind  in 
these  matters)  there  has  been  recently  erected  a  beautiful 
and  commodious  seminary,  with  all  the  modern  improve- 
ments and  conveniences,  and  in  which  are  taught  all  the 
branches  usually  taught  in  the  best  seminaries  of  learning. 

There  is  no  public  or  denominational  school  (strictly  so) 
in  the  township,  and  the  schools  are  either  in  the  whole  or 
in  part,  supported  by  their  respective  patrons.    In  this  cob- 
nection,  I  would  speak  of  a  school  recently  established  in 
Egg  Harbor  city,  within  the  bounds  of  the  Gloucester  Farm 
and  Loan  Association,and  within  the  bounds  of  this  township, 
though  not  embraced  in  my  report,  having  grown  to  a  popu- 
lation of  some  four  hundred  inhabitants  in  a  few  months,  in 
which  school  are  taught  the  English  and  German  languages, 
and  I  would  bespeak  for  it  the  favorable  tiotice  and  regards 
of  all  interested  in  the  cause  of  education,  who  may  visit 
that  city — situate  on  the  line  of  the  Camden  and  Atlantic 
railroad.  D.  J.  BLACKMAN, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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HAMILTON. 


I  herewith  transmit  the  annual  report  for  this  township. 

Free  schools  have  been  kept  some  parts  of  the  year  in  all 
the  districts  except  the  tenth,  in  which  they  have  no  school 
house  at  present.  In  the  fourth,  two  schools  are  kept  open 
all  the  year,  and  are  well  attended,  though  not  entirely  free. 

In  the  township  we  are  making  but  little  progress  in  the 
▼ay  of  free  schools. 

Teachers  are  all  licensed  according  to  law. 

C.  E.  P.  MAYHEW, 

Tovm  Superintendent, 


BERGEN  COUNTY. 


FRANKLIN  TOWNSHIP. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  more  than  usual  interest  in 
the  schools  of  Franklin.  I  have  nothing  new  with  reference 
to  books  or  the  general  appearance  of  school  houses  to  com- 
nranicate,  except  in  the  two  districts  Gk)dwinville  and  Hoho- 
kus.  These  districts  have  been  incorporated,  and  two  com- 
modious school  houses  recently  erected,  at  an  expense  of 
some  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  They  are  furnished  agreeably 
to  modern  taste  and  style,  with  play  grounds  attached  to 
them. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  report  that  the  school  moneys, 
for  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  have  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived. There  are,  at  present,  in  my  hands,  sixty-seven 
dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents  of  last  year's  apportionment, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  more  will  come  to  hand  during  this 
month.    I  have  faithfully  accounted  for  all  moneys  received, 
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and  paid  out  by  me,  at  every  spring  meeting  of  the  town* 
sbip,  as  the  law  requires. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  the  fands  of  the  state  are 
transmitted,  I  have  a  remark  or  two  to  make.  Almost  six 
years'  experience  has  convinced  me,  that  they  pass  through 
too  many  hands  before  reaching  the  superintendent  He 
should  be  allowed  to  draw  them  directly  from  the  oountj 
collector.  This  would  obviate  much  difSculty  in  obtaining 
them,  and  secure  them  at  a  much  earlier  date.  The  trustees 
would  then  be  enabled  to  meet  their  obligations  to  the 
teachers  with  greater  promptness,  and  the  teachers,  en- 
couraged by  the  supply  of  their  wants,  would  be  stimulated 
to  devote  themselves,  with  an  increased  fidelity  and  zeal, 
to  the  good  of  the  schools. 

The  teachers  of  the  township  are  licensed,  and  for  the 
most  part  believed  to  be  well  qualified  for  their  work.  For 
this  we  are  much  indebted  to  our  .normal  schools.  May 
they  receive  the  benignant  smiles  of  an  approvJng  Provi- 
dence. 

It  is  necessary  the  teachers  should  be  well  qualified,  in 
order  to  govern  and  give  efiSciency  to  the  schools  over 
vhich  they  preside.  Every  effort  should  be  made  by  the 
friends  of  education  to  elevate  the  school  system  as  much 
as  possible,  in  order  to  the  rearing  up,  upon  American  soil, 
of  a  well-trained  population  in  a  mental  point  of  view. 
This  will  secure  to  us  national  honor  and  prosperity  and 
prove,  under  God,  the  best  safeguard  to  our  libertijes. 

BARNABAS  Y.  COLLINS, 

Tovm  Superintendent. 


HACEENSAGK. 


Boards  of  county  examiners  have  been  annually  appoint- 
ed since  the  enactment  oi  the  law  making  it  the  duty  of  the 
county  freeholders  to  elect  said  boards. 
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All  the  teachers  employed,  with  a  single  exception,  have 
>een  regularly  examined  and  licensed  according  to  law. 

Only  one  school  in  this  township  is  a  free  school.  The 
mstees  of  the  other  schools,  after  paying  to  the  teacher  a 
pecific  snm  out  of  the  public  moneysi  make  up  the  deficien- 
f  by  assessment  bills ;  but  in  this  there  is  irregularity, 
'he  trustees,  instead  of  appropriating  equal  quarterly  por- 
tons  of  the  public  money,  make  them  more  or  less,  as  the 
im  in  the  hands  of  the  superintendent  will  warrant.  The 
Sect  is  that  the  parents  are  required  to  pay  unequally  for 
le  tuition  of  their  children.  In  a  few  of  the  schools  the 
ractice  is  to  charge  by  the  day,  which,  it  is  believed,  en* 
>urages  irregularity  in  the  attendance  of  the  pupils.  The 
arent,  fully  aware  that  he  will  be  required  to  pay  only  for 
16  actual  attendance  of  his  child,  is  easily  persuaded  to  de- 
lin  him  at  home  oftener  than  he  would,  if  the  contrary 
ractice  prevailing  in  other  schools,  were  the  economy  of  his 
wn  school.  In  one  or  more  schools  the  trustees  formerly 
;harged  by  the  day,  but  discovering  the  effect  to  be  that 
irhich  has  just  been  mentioned,  they  discontinued  the  prac- 
dce  altogether,  and  have  never  since  resumed  it.  They  now 
diarge  from  the  time  of  entrance  to  the  expiration  of  the. 
term,  and  make  no  allowance  for  absence  except  in  cases  of 
sickness  or  removal  from  the  district. 

Not  a  few  of  the  trustees  in  at  least  three  of  the  town- 
ships of  this  county,  complain  of  the  trouble  they  have  in 
collecting  school  bills.  All  are  able  to  pay,  but  they  are  not 
equally  willing,  and  not  a  few  refuse  to  pay  at  all.  Of  the 
large  township  tax  annually  assessed  for  the  support  of 
public  schools,  the  objectors  pay  a  mere  trifle,  and  further 
than  that,  they  claim  entire  exemption.  They,  in  effect, 
demand  that  for  their  children  the  school  shall  be  free, 
and  thus  force  higher  rates  upon  such  as  are  willing  to  pay. 

There  are  two  modes  of  remedying  this  evil :  the  one  is 
to  mitke  all  school  bills  collectable  in  the  same  manner  that 
baxes  are.  The  other,  to  make  all  the  schools  entirely  free. 
But  both  propositions  are  open  to  serious  objections.    To 
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summarily  con^)ol  the  payment  of  all  assessment  bills  might 
result  in  the  exclusion  of  a  considerable  number  of  children 
from  the  schools,  which  would  defeat  the  intention  of  the 
law  which  contemplates  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge. 
To  attempt  to  make  the  schools  free  under  the  present  mode 
of  apportionment  of  school  moneys  would  manifestly  be 
both  absurd  and  unjust.  We  will  assume  that  district  No. 
10,  with  seventy-eight  resident  children,  and  district  Na  11, 
with  123,  pay  an  annual  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars  to 
their  respective  teachers.  In  furnishing  to  No.  10  the 
needed  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  No.  11  would  receive 
peven  hundred  and  ninety  dollars, — two  hundred  and  mnetj 
dollars  more  than  would  be  required. 

In  my  judgment  the  true  way  of  adjusting  these  matters 
would  be  to  constitute  a  township  department  of  edncatioDi 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  prepare  annual  estimates  of  the 
township  tax  required  (in  addition  to  the  money  deriTod 
from  other  sources)  to  maintain  free  schools,  and  to  appo^ 
tion  the  same  to  the  several  districts  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  wants,  without  having  regard  to  the  number  of 
resident  children  in  each.  It  is  my  firm  conviction  that  if 
this  economy  were  adopted,  townspeople  would  cheerfully 
vote  the  reported  estimate,  and  free  schools  would  be  per- 
manently established. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  town  superintende.nts  of  this  countj, 
on  the  first  of  the  present  month,  held  for  the  purpose  of 
adopting  uniform  rules  for  their  own  government  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  official  duties,  the  following  among  other 
resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  in  our  opinion,  all  licenses  granted  to  teach- 
ers by  the  county  board  of  examiners,  should  be  limited  to 
one  year,  agreeably  to  the  form  of  license  prescribed  by  the 
state  superintendent ;  and  that  the  board  of  examiners  re- 
examine a  teacher  or  teachers,  whenever  requested  so  to  do 
by  the  town  superintendent  of  the  township  in  which  they 
are  employed;  thirty  days  previous  notice  to  be  given>by 
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he  town  superintendent  to  snch  teacher  or  teachers,  of  the 
lay,  time,  and  place  of  such  re-examination. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  thie  trustees  of  the  sev- 
eral schools  in  this  county,  to  consult  with  their  respective 
iown  saperintendents  with  reference  to  the  books  that  shall 
)e  introduced  into  the  schools,  in  conformity  with  the  18th 
action  of  the  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Resolved.  That  instead  of  parents  supplying  school  books 
o  their  children,  we  recommend  to  the  trustees  to  furnish 
he  same,  by  appropriating  yearly  a  part  of  the  school 
noney  for  that  purpose,  which,  in  our  opinion,  would  be  per- 
ectly  legal,  and  far  more  economical  than  the  present  prac- 
ice. 

All  the  schools  of  this  township  are  now  open,  and  gen- 
jrally  in  charge  of  competent  teachers.  Indeed,  they  all 
lave  been  open  the  whole  of  the  past  year,  with  here  and 
ihere  a  short  vacation  during  a  prevailing  epidemic,  or  the 
interregnum  between  the  discharge  of  a  teacher  and  the  en- 
gagement of  his  successor. 

Within  the  year,  one  new  school  house,  of  modern  style 
of  architecture,  has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  one  thou- 
sand dollars.  A  wing,  designed  for  a  primary  department, 
has  been  added  to  a  previously  built  school  house,  at  a  cost 
of  about  five  hundred  dollars.  Still  another  school  house  is 
in  process  of  building,  which,  when  completed,  will  be  infe- 
rior to  none  in  the  township.  All  these  improvements  are 
suggestive  of  increasing  interest  in  behalf  of  public  educa- 
tion, and  of  the  unanimity,  liberality  and  good  taste  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  township.  In  short,  all  our  school  houses 
are  now  large,  comfortable,  well  arranged  internally,  and 
properly  warmed  and  ventilated.  The  most  material  com- 
plaint remaining,  is  the  venerable  one  of  great  irregularity 
of  attendance. 

JOHN  VAN  BRUNT, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 
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HOHOKUS. 

There  are  ten  districts  in  this  township ;  two  of  the  school 
houses  are  situated  out  of  the  township.  Our  schools  are  in 
a  prosperous  condition — teachers  are  all  licensed,  and  ca- 
pable of  teaching  our  schools.  We  have  examiners  appointed 
I  should  recommend  an  extra  tax  by  the  state,  for  the  support 
of  the  schools. 

PETER  W.  BOaERT, 
Town  Superintendent* 


HABEINGTON.- 

There  continues  to  be  manifested  a  considerable  interest 
in  the  noble  cause  of  education  in  this  township.    There  are 
within  its  limits  five  districts,  each  of  which  is  supplied  with 
a  building  worthy  of  being  called  a  school  house^  and  which 
bespeaks  the  feelings  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  ia 
which  it  is  situated.    They  are  also  furnished  with  teacherSi 
each  of  whom,  as  regards  scholarship  and  moral  character, 
is  amply  qualified  to  fill  the  responsible  position  in  which  he 
is  placed,  and  all  of  whom  are  in  possession  of  certificates 
furnished  by  the  board  of  examiners  of  this  county.    None 
of  the  schools  of  this  township  are  kept  free,  the  tuition 
varjing  from  fifty  cents  to  two  dollars  per  quarter ;  they 
have  each  been  kept  open  during  the  whole  year,  allowance 
being  made  for  the  usual  vacations;  they  are,  in  general,  in 
good  condition,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  by  frequent  visitation, 
thereby  giving  encouragement  to  both  teacher  and  pupil, 
they  will  reach  and  maintain  a  standard  surpassed  by  none 
in  the  county. 

CHARLES  TANNER, 
Tovm  SuperintendenL 
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In  connection  with  my  yearly  report,  I  will  briefly  mention 
that  there  has  been  an  anxious  feeling  with  the  town  super- 
intendents of  Bergen  county  to  improve  the  condition  of  our 
public  schools,  which  resulted  in  a  meeting,  held  at  Hacken- 
sack,  December  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  the  many  diflSculties  which  they  are 
laboring  under.  They  feel  their  duty  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance, and  wish  to  recommend  (as  they  think)  improve- 
ments relative  to  some  of  our  school  laws,  which  will  enable 
them  to  perform  their  duties  more  agreeably.  In  Lodi  town- 
ship, the  cause  of  education  is  in  a  healthy  condition,  her 
influential  men  are  and  have  been  using  many  influences  in 
favor  of  our  public  schools.  We  have  every  reason  to  be 
encouraged ;  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  many  improve- 
ments will  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  rising  generation 
in  this  township.  Our  schools  will  compare  with  any  under 
the  same  disadvantages  we  are  obliged  (at  present)  to  con- 
tend with.  The  trustees  here  have  been  very  energetic  in 
the  discharge  of  their  arduous  duties ;  they  have  endeavored 
to  awaken  the  people  to  a  feeling  of  the  duty  they  owe  their 
children  in  educating  them  properly;  The  teachers  appear 
to  realise  the  responsibility  resting  upon  them,  and  have 
made  rapid  improvements  in  many  pupils  under  their  care. 
We  have  an  efiScient  board  of  examiners  lor  this  county,  who 
have  given  general  satisfaction.  Two  of  our  schools  have 
been  in  session  throughout  the  year,  the  other  was  kept  open 
only  six  months.  Irregular  attendance  of  pupils,  debar 
teachers  from  advancing  them  as  rapidly  as  they  should  be. 
The  books  in  use  here  are  nearly  the  same  as  those  used 
throughout  the  county  in  public  schools.  The  school  houses 
are  generally  in  good  repair,  with  play  grounds  attached. 
In  the  report,  you  will  notice,  we  have  four  hundred  and 
eight  children  in  this  township,  and  fifty  of  them  have  at- 
tended Union  district  school.  I  have  made  the  report  agree- 
5 
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ably  to  the  information  furnished  by  teachers ;  have  visited 
the  schools  the  past  year,  as  usual. 

ADOLPHUS  B.  WINANT, 
Town  Superintendent. 


NEW  BABBADOES. 

The  condition  of  the  school  houses  in  the  township  is 
about  the  same  as  reported  last  year.  The  new  school 
house  in  district  No.  4,  was  completed  in  October  last,  and 
immediately  occupied  by  the  school.  The  house  is  of  con- 
venient size,  well  lighted,  ceiling  high,  affording  a  lai^e 
supply  of  fresh  air  for  the  use  of  the  occupants.  It  is 
neatly  fitted  up,  having  desks  and  seats  for  forty-two 
scholars.  Great  praise  is  due  to  the  trustees  for  purchasing 
so  large  a  lot  and  erecting  so  good  a  house  at  so  small  an 
expense.  The  expense  of  fitting  up  has  been  defrayed  by 
private  subscriptions. 

All  the  teachers  in  the  township  have  been  examined  and 
licensed,  with  one  exception,  that  one  being  a  female  em- 
ployed as  an  assistant  in  one  of  the  schools.    Occasionally 
we  find  a  teacher  holding  a  license  who  gives  strong  evi- 
dence of  want  of  proper  literary  qualifications,  in  the  visits 
of  the  town  superintendent  to  the  school.    Spelling,  read- 
ing, and  writing  do  not  receive  as  much  attention  as  their 
importance  demands,  whilst  more  than  is  necessary  is  de- 
voted to  that  part  of  grammer  called  parsing.    The  search- 
ing examinations  made  by  some  of  the  town  superintend- 
ents of  this  county  have  revealed  some  defects  in  our 
system  of  instruction  which  can  hardly  fail  to  be  remedied 
when  brought  to  the  notice  of  teachers  and  trustees. 

The  order  in  the  schools  is  generally  good,  corporal  pun- 
ishment being  seldom  inflicted.  Each  of  the  schools  in  the 
township  has  been  visited  twice,  and  a  few  of  them  three 
times,  during  the  present  official  term.  In  several  of  these 
visits.  I  have  been  accompanied  by  some  of  the  trustees. 
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Non-attendance  and  irregularity  of  attendance  continue 
to  be  the  chief  hindrances  to  the  advancement  of  the  cause 
of  education  in  this  township.  The  cause  of  the  non-at- 
tendance of  so  large  a  number  of  children  of  the  different 
districts,  arises  from  the  inability  or  supposed  inability  of 
the  parents  to  pay  the  assessment  levied  by  the  trustees  to 
keep  the  schools  in  operation,  and  the  value  of  the  labor  of 
the  older  children ;  nor  is  there  any  likelihood  of  this  evil 
being  overcome  until  our  schools  are  made  entirely  free. 
From  the  best  information  that  the  superintendent  has  been 
able  to  collect,  it  appears  that  only  three-eighths  or  thirty- 
seven  and  one-half  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  chil- 
dren are  found  in  regular  attendance  in  our  public  schools. 
This  would  be  increased  to  about  forty-four  per  cent,  by 
adding  to  it  those  attending  our  private  schools.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  list  of  books  used  in  our  schools. 

Spelling  books,  Webster's  Elementary,  Denman's  and  San- 
ders'. 

Dictionaries,  Webster's  and  Hazen's. 

Readers,  New  Testament,  McGuffy's  series,  Parker's,  San- 
ders-' and  Denman's. 

Arithmetics,  Ray's,  Willett's,  Adams',  Thompson's,  Stod- 
dard's Mental  and  Practical,  and  Greenleaf 's. 

Grammars,  Smith's,  Covel's,  Pinneo's  and  Brown's. 

Histories,  Hale's  United  States,  Parley's  Universal,  Wil- 
lard's  United  States. 

Geographies,  Mitchell's,  Morse's,  and  Colton's. 

Book-keeping,  Marsh's. 

Philosophy,  Comstock's. 

Algebra,  Perkin's  and  Ray's. 

Keith  on  the  Globes. 

McElligott's  Analytical  Manual. 

Comstock's  Physiology. 

Normal  singer,  Singing  Bird. 

Payson  and  Dunton's  series  of  writing  books. 

During  the  year  registers  have  been  purchased  by  the  Su- 
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perintendent  for  those  schools  which  were  not  supplied  wi  ^Ah 
them. 

A  convention  of  the  town  superintendents  of  the  coun^^y 
was  held  in  the  village  of  Hackensack,  on  the  first  instant  t, 
at  which  resolutions  were  passed  calculated  to  secure  uii_  ^- 
formity  in  making  reports  to  the  state  superintendent ; 
quiring  a  re-examination  of  teachers,  when  in  their  jud 
ment  it  may  be  necessary ;  urging  them  to  establish  teacili. 
ers'  meetings  in  their  respective  townships,  and  to  endeavor 
to  secure  the  attendance  of  all  the  teachers  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  teachers'  institute,  &c. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ISAAC  HAMILTON, 
Tovm  Superintendent 


UNION. 

County  examiners  have  been  appointed,  and  the  teachers 
employed  in  this  township  have  been  examined  and  licensed 
according  to  law.    I  have  visited  the  schools  as  often  as  cir- 
cumstances would  permit,  at  least  once  every  quarter.    The 
branches  taught  are  spelling,  reading,  arithmetic,  grammar, 
geography,  philosophy  and  astronomy.    There  has  been  a 
very  decided  improvement  in  our  public  schools ;  within  a 
year  past  new  buildings  have  taken  the  place  of  the  old  ones, 
and  more  competent  teachers  are  engaged. 

JACOB  G.  VAN  RIPER, 

Town  Superintendent. 

WASHINGTON. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  state  superin- 
tendent, I  accompany  the  statistical  report  with  the  follow- 
ing remarks,  as  nearly  correct  as  I  am  enabled  to  furnish 
it  from  the  materials  in  my  possession,  aa  the  teachers 
have  neglected  to  file  with  me  a  copy  of  their  registers,  I  am 
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fbrced  to  do  as  well  as  I  can,  tinder  the  existing  circumstan- 
ces, which  in  many  instances  is  merely  supposition.    As  re- 
gards the  daily  and  monthly  attendance,  I  find  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  ascertain  anything  like  correctness,-  more  especially 
in  the  former  case.    In  view  of  this  I  have  notified  the  teach- 
ers that  I  will  not  pay  out  any  money  in  the  future,  unless 
they  furnish  me  with  a  register  (kept  by  them  according  to 
your  form  and  suggestions)  at  the  expiration  of  each  and 
every  term.    The  schools  are  supplied  with  good,  competent 
teachers,  w6ll  qualified  to  discharge  their  duties.    They  all 
possess  certificates  of  scholarship  and  moral  character,  ob- 
tained from  the  board  of  county  examiners.    The  books  used 
are  Sanders  and  McGuffie's  series  of  spellers  and  readers ; 
Ray's,  Willett's,  Thomson's,  and  Greenleafs  arithmetics; 
Smith's,  Morse's,   and    Colton  and    Fitch's    Geographies ; 
Smith's,  Pinner's,  and  Kirkham's  grammars ;  Marsh's  book- 
keeping; Ray's  and  Da  vies'  algebra.    In  addition  to  the 
studies  indicated  above,  composition,  declamation  and  sing- 
ing, constitute  part  of  the  exercises  in  some  of  the  school?. 
Districts  number  two,  three  and  four,  have  each  erected 
new  buildings  the  present  year,  at  a  cost  of  seven  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  will  be  the  means  (in  part)  of  placing 
the  township  in   the  same  rank  of  some  of  her  more  ad* 
vanced  sisters. 

We  have  not,  as  usual,  raised  any  money  by  tax  for  the 
support  of  schools  the  present  year,  being  somewhat  in  the 
back-ground  in  this  respect.  The  surplus  interest  has  been 
applied,  as  usual,  for  school  purposes,  which  you  will  per- 
ceive stands  in  the  column  specifying  the  amount  received 
from  other  sources.  In  the  column  specifying  the  amount 
received  from  the  state,  I  have  enumerated  the  amount  due 
the  township  for  the  current  year,  which  amount  has  not  been 
received,  as  yet,  in  full.  For  further  information,  please 
consult  the  blank  which  I  have  filled  up  to  the  best  of  my 
ability.    All  of  which  I  respectfully  submit 

JOHN  BORTICK, 
Toton  Superintendent. 
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BURLINGTON  COUNTY, 

BOBDENTOWN. 

From  the  above  statistical  report,  when  compared  with 
others  of  preceding  years,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  system,  of 
common  school  education  is  not  diminishing,  but  increasing 
in  its  influence ;  that  the  patronage,  and  consequently  tlie 
number  of  those  resorting  to  our  free  schools  are  annually 
becoming  more  and  more  extensive. 

Now,  that  instruction  is  essential,  is  a  truth  universal  ly 
admitted.    The  lowest  in  the  scale  of  intellectual  and  mor^ 
attainments  feel  this  necessity.    The  necessity  arises  fro  ^ 
the  very  constitution  of  man,  as  well  as  from  all  the  vari^^^ 
relations  which  he  sustains.    For  what  is  man,  except  he     ^^ 
made  the  recipient  of  knowledge  ?    A  slave  and  only  a  sla'^^^ 
to  the  inferior  principles  of  his  nature.    If  he  ever  fc^ 
liberated  from  this  bondage,  it  is  only  through  the  recepti(^  ^ 
of  knowledge. 

The  question  then  arises,  what  kind  of  knowledge  is  tk  ^ 
most  important  to  communicate  and  receive  ?  That  mere  itM^ 
tellectual  is  not  sufficient,  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  wher^ 
it  has  been  enjoyed  in  the  highest  degree,  it  has  not  in  O 
single  instance  of  our  race  elevated  to  the  privileges,  duties 
and  enjoyments  of  a  pure  and  enlightened  reason,  for  in 
this  respect,  nations  which  have  been  most  refined,  in  many 
things,  have  been  the  most  gross  and  sensual.  Even  the 
wisest  of  them  are  not  free  from  this  charge.  To  say  nothing 
of  his  shameless  violations  of  the  law  of  nature  in  other 
respects,  Lycurgus  could  trample  on  the  rights  of  his  fellow 
man,  by  inculcating  a  system  of  artful,  bold  and  daring 
robbery:  Socrates  was  said  to  be  licentious,  profane  and 
covetous,  to  a  shameful  degree :  Plato  was  notorious  for  his 
disregard  of  truth ;  and  Cicero,  in  domestic  trouble,  declared 
he  hated  the  gods :  Demosthenes  was  a  suicide ;  and  Brutus, 
because  he  was  not  successful,  said  that  virtue  was  an  empty 
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name ;  and  Seneca  was  not  only  covetous,  he  was  the  abettor 
of  murder  in  the  highest  degree. 

Intellectual  knowledge,  then,  is  not  suflScient.  If,  there- 
fore, we  desire  to  train  the  rising  generation  in  accordance 
"with  their  highest  interests  and  duties,  lower  not  the  in- 
tellectual standard ;  raise  it — only  let  it  be  more  especially 
accompanied  with  the  light  and  the  power  of  moral  and  re- 
vealed truth. 

A.  SCOVEL, 
Tonm  Superintendent, 

CHESTEB. 

Enclosed  please  find  annual  report  of  Chester  township, 
Burlington  county.  No  free  schools  in  the  township.  No 
examiners  appointed  for  the  county.  The  schools  are  all 
working  well. 

WILLIAM  R.  SHARP, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 


EVESHAM. 

I  am  conscious  that  this  report  is  not  absolutely  correct  in 
all  its  particulars,  though  in  most  it  is. 

The  partial  data  furnished  me,  and  the  various  modes  of 
compensating  the  teachers  in  different  districts,  render  it 
almost  impossible  to  give  an  absolutely  correct  average  of 
the  "terms  of  tuition'*  and  the  "salary  of  teachers,"  and 
also  the  number  of  children  who  have  attended  school  for  the 
diflferent  specified  periods  during  the  year.  But,  in  all  these 
cases,  I  have  approximated  correctness,  as  far  as  possible, 
from  the  data  furnished  me  by  the  teachers  alnd  trustees. 

In  addition  to  the  schools  specified  in  the  report,  there  are 
several  private  and  family  schools  in  the  township,  which  do 
not  come  under  the  inspection  of  the  town  superintendent, 
hence  my  report  does  not  exhibit  all  the  educational  inter- 
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ests  and  school  privileges  of  the  township,  nor  does  it  pre- 
sent the  total  amount  of  school  attendance  by  the  children 
of  the  township. 

There  is  but  one  frtt  school  in  the  township ;  that  is  for 
colored  children,  and  open  about  four  months  of  the  year, 

A  new  district  has  been  formed  during  the  year,  known 
as  district  number  nine,  or  Hertford  School,  including  an 
adjoining  part  of  Chester  township. 

The  patrons  of  this  new  school  have  erected  a  very  good 
frame  school  house,  twenty-five  by  thirty  feet,  and  two  sto- 
ries high — estimated  cost  eight  hundred  dollars.  Our  school 
interests  remain  about  as  last  year.  One  of  our  teachers 
having  spent  some  time  in  the  normal  school,  is  teaching 
again  in  the  township. 

The  advantage  of  the  training  enjoyed  is  clearly  evident, 
and  speaks  much  in  praise  of  our  normal  school.  No  county 
examiners  have  been  appointed  for  the  last  year,  or  the  last 
three  years.  I  am  at  loss  to  understand  why  our  chosea 
freeholders  should  thus  continue  to  disregard  that  wise,  pro- 
vision of  our  school  law.  I  respectfully  submit  whether 
they  should  be  allowed  thus  purposely  to  set  at  naught  this 
legislative  enactment  I 

There  is,  I  think,  a  growing  desire  among  the  inhabitants 
of  this  part  of  the  state,  for  a  general  school  law,  one  which 
will  furnish  free  schools  for  all  the  children  of  our  common- 
wealth. I  have  no  doubt  that  such  a  law,  based  upon  equi- 
table principles,  would  now  meet  the  hearty  approbation  of 
a  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  township. 

JOHN  R.  MURPHY, 
Toiim  Superintendent, 


MANSFIELD. 


i 

In  making,  up  my  report  I  have  endeavored  to  get  it  as 

near  correct  as  possible.    My  not  coming  into  office  until 
March  last,  and  not  finding  any  books  of  record  kept  in  any 
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of  the  schools,  has  made  it  very  difficult  to  get  correct  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  8cht)ol8  of  our  township.  In  visit- 
ing the  schools  I  have  endeavored  to  set  before  the  minds  of 
the  pupils  the  advantages  of  the  present  school  system,  be- 
lieving, as  I  do,  that  if  properly  carried  out  it  will  prove  of 
great  benefit  to  the-  rising  generation  of  our  state.  There 
have  been  no  county  examiners  appointed,  which  I  regret. 
In  connection  with  the  trustees  I  have  endavored  to  dis- 
charge my  duty  towards  the  teachers.  Circumstances  over 
which  I  could  have  no  control,  prevented  my  report  reaching 
you  at  an  earlier  period. 

MONTGOMERY  P.  PAGE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


NOnTHAMPTON. 

I  have  to  regret  that  the  male  department  has  not  been  in 
as  prosperous  a  condition  during  the  past  year  as  heretofore, 
but  having  reached  the  culminating  point,  there  is  now  every 
prospect  of  its  soon  regaining  its  former  prosperity.^ 

The  Friends'  school  here,  which  is  in  part  supported  by 
the  public  funds,  has  an  average  attendance  of  forty  chil- 
dren, who  pay  from  two  to  four  dollars  per  quarter  for  in- 
struction. 

We  have  also  six  private  schools  in  the  town,  at  which 
there  is  an  aggregate  attendance  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  children,  which  do  not  receive  any  share  of  the  pub- 
lic funds. 

The  county  of  Burlington  has  never  had  a  board  of  ex- 
aminers appointed.  The  duty  of  examining  teachers  has 
devolved  upon  the  trustees  and  superintendents  of  the  sev- 
eral townships. 

P.  S.  BUNTING, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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SPRINGFIELD. 


In  addition  to  the  information  given  in  the  blank  report, 
I  would  say  that  our  schools  are  in  a  flourishing  conditioD, 
each  being  provided  with  a  house,  all  of  which  (with  one  ex- 
ception) are  in  good  repair.  Much  interest  is  manifested  by 
the  trustees  and  others  having  charge  of  the  schools,  though 
I  believe  more  care  and  labor  might  prove  highly  beneficial. 
Some  difficulty  is  experienced  in  procuring  suitable  teachers 
for  the  money  appropriated  for  school  purposes. 

The  amount  set  down  as  received  from  other  sources  is  an 
interest  on  a  fund  belonging  to  the  township. 

All  the  teachers^ have  been  secured  by  the  trustees  and 
town  superintendent,  no  examiners  having  been  appointed. 
The  above  report  I  have  taken  great  care  to  prepare  from 
the  reports  of  the  several  schools.  Desiring  that  it  may 
prove  satisfactory, 

PETER  ELLIS,  Jb. 
Town  Superintendent. 


WILLINGBORO'. 

# 

Inclosed  you  will  find  my  first  report  of  the  condition  of 
the  district  schools  in  Willingborough  township,  very  imper- 
fect I  regret  to  say,  but  from  causes  over  which  I  have  no 
control — for  want  of  any  reliable  data  from  the  operations 
of  my  predecessor  to  govern  me,  and  the  neglect  of  the  trus- 
tees and  teachers  to  perform  a  very  important  duty,  the 
keeping  of  a  proper  record,  statistical  and  otherwise,  I  am 
under  the  necessity  of  presenting  a  very  lame  report. 

We  have  seven  school  districts  in  this  township,  among  the 
(if  not  the)  oldest,  is  the  two  Friends'  schools  in  Rancocas 
village,  distinguished  as  the  Friends'  Frame  and  the  Friends' 
Brick.  The  former  is  now  closed,  and  from  what  informa- 
tion I  have  been  able  to  collect  in  relation  to  it,  they  have 
not  had  it  open  but  a  very  short  time  during  the  year.    The 
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latter  is  under  the  charge  of  a  female  teacher,  a  graduate  of 
the  Pennsylvania  normal  school — an  excellent  disciplinarian. 
Her  school  is  in  a  progressive  condition,  and  bids  fair  for  the 
future. 

The  Beverly  district  school  continues  to  improve  in  a  re- 
markable degree  since  we  adopted  the  Parnum  preparatory 
school  system,  of  teachers  and  class  books — in  short,  all  we 
want  now  is,  that  the  legislature  shall  give  us  a  thorough* 
educational  system,  and  relieve  us  from  this  penny-wise  and 
pound-foolish  wnj  of  disposing  of  the  school  appropriation. 
Who  will  set  the  ball  in  motion? 

In  default  of  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  examiners,  I 
have  examined  and  licensed  all  our  teachers. 

WILLIAxM  BRYAN, 
Town  Superintendent     , 


CAMDEN  COUNTY. 


CAMDEN. 


Inclosed  you  will  find  our  annual  report.  I  am  sorry  not 
to  have  been  able  to  have  it  made  out  sooner.  You  will  no- 
tice that  the  number  of  scholars,  as  well  as  the  amount  ex* 
pended  for  school  purposes,  is  considerably  more  than  for 
last  year.  With  the  exception  of  opening  one  new  school 
for  boys,  during  the  winter  season,  we  have  made  no  change. 
The  schools  are  working  well  and  the  public  appear  well 
satisfied. 

S.  BIRDSELL, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
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GL0UCE8TEB. 


As  respects  the  finances  and  condition  of  the  schools,  there 
are  eleven  schools  in  the  said  township.    Nnmber  one  is  kept 
open  about  five  months,  number  two  is  kept  open  about  ten 
months,  all  free ;  number  three,  six  months,  one  half  free ; 
number  four,  nine  months,  one  half  free ;  number  five  ten 
months,  only  part  free;  number  six,  six  naonths,  one  half 
free ;  number  seven,  three  months,  all  free ;  number  eight, 
nine  months,  one  half  free ;  number  nine,  six  months,  part 
free ;  number  ten,  four  months,  all  free ;  number  eleven,  four 
months,  all  free.    The  school  houses  are  in  good  condition ; 
they  all  have  play  grounds  attached  to  them.    The  average 
salary  of  male  teachers  is  about  ninety  dollars  per*quarter; 
females  fifty  dollars  per  quarter.    We  have  twenty-four  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  dollars  for  the  use  of  schools ;  two 
thousand  received  by  tax  in  the  township,  three  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  from  the  state  funds,  and  one  hundred  and 
seven  from  the  county  surplus  fund.    I  think  the  legislature 
should  make  it  obligatory  on  the  board  of  chosen  freehold- 
ers to  elect  county  examiners  to  license  teachers,  or  else  em- 
power the  school  superintendent  to  choose  some  suitable  per- 
son to  perform  that  duty.    I  think  it  would  relieve  the  su- 
perintendent and  school  committee  of  a  great  deal  of  trour 
ble,  and  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  schools  in  general.   I  would 
like  to  be  informed  of  the  reason  of  the  delay  of  the  forth- 
coming of  the  state  school  funds,  and  I  think  if  the  legisla- 
ture would  allow  the  school  trustees  some  compensation  for 
their  services  it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  cause  of 
education,  for  honorary  oflSces  are  but  poorly  fulfilled.    In 
my  last  annual  report  I  said  I  thought  the  township  could 
manage  the  afi*aii«s  of  public  schools  better  than  the  state, 
and  unless  they  alter  their  hand  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  still. 

JOSHUA  SICKLER, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 
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NEWTON. 

In  this  township  there  appears  to  be  a  growing  interest 
in  the  cause  of  education ;  most  of  the  district  trustees  seem 
to  be  desirous  of  doing  what  they  can  towards  laying  the 
foundation  for  a  more  perfect  system  of  public  school  in- 
struction— endeavoring  to  make  our  public  schools  a  suitable 
place  for  the  training  of  our  youth  of  all  classes.    We  raise 
by  township  tax  a  suflScient  sum,  in  connection  with  that  re- 
ceived from  other  sources,  to  put  a  free  school  within  the 
reach  of  every  child  in  the  township,  and  keep  them  open  at 
least  ten  months  in  the  year,  and  I  am  encouraged  in  the 
belief,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  most,  if  not  all^ 
our  old-fashioned  school  houses  will  have  to  give  place  to 
those  of  more  modern  construction,  and  more  suitable  for 
the  purposes  for  which  they  are  designed,  that  of  securing 
to  every  child  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  good  practical 
education,  such  as  will  prepare  the  rising  generation  for  the 
coming  times;— for  who  can  look  abroad  upon  the  land,  and 
see  the  tide  of  emigration  that  is  flowing  in  upon  us,  and  not 
see,  that  upon  the  education  of  our  youth  depends  the  future 
prosperity  and  permanency  of  this  great  Union.    District 
No.  5  has  already  erected  a  good  and  substantial  brick  house, 
two  stories  high,  with  four  apartments,  three  of  which  is 
finished  and  completely  furnished,  each  to  accommodate  about 
fifty  scholars,  who  are  already  there  to  occupy  them.    Dis- 
trict No.  6  is  preparing  to  enlarge  their  school  accommoda- 
tions, so  as  to  separate  male  and  female  to  different  apart- 
ments, and  make  ample  room  for  all  who  apply  for  admission. 
No.  1  has  but  one  school  room  belonging  to  the  district, 
which  is  occupied  as  a  male  school,  but  is  entirely  too  small 
in  its  dimensions,  and  too  contracted  in  its  arrangements,  to 
make  it  what  it  should  be  for  its  location,  and  thereby  sub- 
jecting some  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  district  to  the  double 
expense  of  paying  their  quota  of  school  tax,  and  then  paying 
for  the  education  of  their  sons  in  private  schools.    The  fe- 
mt^le  schools  are  well  provided  for  in  rented  rooms,  that  are 
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well  fitted  up  for  the  purpose.  The  three  districts  named, 
compose  the  most  populous  parts  of  the  township.  The  other 
districts  are  pretty  well  provided  for,  except  No.  2,  which 
has  a  very  ancient  house^  that  has  stood  the  frosts  of  many 
winters ;  and,  I  think,  the  whistling  winds  mean  to  saj  that 
it  would  willingly  give  place  to  a  new  and  more  modern 
structure.  Our  teachers  are  all  licensed  according  to  law, 
and  are  pretty  well  qualified  for  their  different  situations, 
and  seem  to  manifest  a  laudable  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  children  placed  in  their  charge.  As  the  school  tax  in- 
creases, the  people  become  awakened  to  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion ;  and  I  believe  that  if,  instead  of  leaving  each  township 
to  provide  for  itself,  there  was  a  general  school  law  that 
would  provide  for  all  the  townships,  the  people  would  all 
become  interested,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  our  public 
schools  rise  to  their  proper  level  with  the  other  institutions 
of  the  land. 

MOSES  HAMMELL, 
Toion  Superintendent 


WASHINGTON. 

It  would  give  me  much  pleasure  in  giving  a  full  and  elab- 
orate statement  of  the  schools  in  this  township,  and  the 
working  of  the  school  law,  were  it  necessary,  but  when  I 
come  to  examine  the  many  reports  that  are  annually  pub- 
lished by  you  from  the  school  superintendents,  I  find  the 
ground  pretty  generally  occupied  in  recommendations  or  ad- 
vice, which  leaves  nothing  for  me  particularly,  to  suggest.  I 
believe  our  law-givers  pay  but  little  regard  to  the  subject  of 
education,  or  they  would  act  more  energetically  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  they  would  pay  some  little  regard  to  the  superin- 
tendents, who  have  given  valuable  advice.  Many  reports 
that  I  have  examined  are  exceedingly  interesting,  and  seem 
to  meet  the  wants  that  education  demands.    Without  repe- 
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titioD,  I  would  say  that  the  school  law,  in  regard  to  raising 
money  by  taxation  in  this  township,  is  decidedly  unpopular, 
and  more  particularly  so,  by  raising  tax  by  incorporated  dis- 
tricts. To  make  eduaation  free  and  popular,  the  expenses  of 
it  should  be  borne  equally  by  all,  either  by  a  general  taxa- 
tion, or  the  revenue  of  the  state  be  applied,  if  sufiBcient ;  if 
not,  let  the  in-coming  legislature  pass  such  acts  as  will  sup- 
ply the  deficiency.  I  believe  the  people  of  the  state  would 
more  readily  submit  to  be  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  state 
government  than  for  school  purposes,  which  seems  to  be  a 
great  source  of  complaint,  and  will  be  until  the  obnoxious 
school  law  is  repealed,  and  a  general  law  given  us  that  will 
meet  all  classes. 

G.  W.  ALLEN, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WINSLOW. 

The  want  of  money  is  felt  in  our  township  at  this  time  to 
make  the  wilderness  bloom.  I  have  not  received  but  one 
hundred  and  twenty -two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  from  the  state 
fund,  and  none  from  the  township,  up  to  the  time  I  write 
yoti,  except  eighty  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents  which  be- 
longed to  a  district  to  build  a  school  house,  and  of  course 
it  makes  it  very  unpleasant  to  have  the  school  teachers  wait- 
ing for  their  money,  when  it  is  time  that  it  should  be  paid. 
As  regards  the  present  school  law  I  have  no  suggestion  to 
make,  but  think  the  present  good  enough  if  we  could  carry 
it  out,  and  therefore  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  those  who  made 
it,  to  remodel  and  alter,  if  they  think  proper,  at  their  leis- 
ure, and  will  ever  pray  for  the  cause  of  free  schools  to 
prosper. 

M.  R.  SIMMERMAN, 
Toton  Superintendent. 
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WATEBPOBD. 

In  transmitting  my  annual  report,  I  have  but  little  to  say, 
more  than  our  schools  are  in  as  good  ccfhdition  as  at  any  time 
within  my  knowledge.  There  is  a  disposition  manifested 
towards  educating  the  children  by  both  parents  and  teachers, 
and  the  schools  are  as  well  regulated  as  in  any  township  in 
the  county,  which,  I  think,  is  a  credit  to  them. 

SAMUEL  S.  WILLS, 

Town  Superintendent 


CAPE  MAY  COUNTY. 


COUNTY  examiners'  BEPORT. 


The  county  examiners  were  appointed  in  the  county  of 
Cape  May,  the  year  following  the  enactment  which  created 
the  oflSce.  Until  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two, 
the  examinations  were,  with  a  few  exceptions,  conducted  pri- 
vately.  If  a  teacher  wished  a  license,  he  applied  to  one  of 
the  examiners,  who  granted  the  same,  after  asking  a  few 
questions,  for  conscience  sake,  the  answers  being  a  matter  of 
indifference,  as  it  would  seem,  since  no  teacher  who  applied, 
ever  failed  to  receive  a  good  license.  The  teacher  then 
carried  his  certificate  to  a  superintendent,  who  usually  aflSxed 
his  name,  without  asking  a  question ;  and  this  mockery  was 
supposed  to  fulfil  the  law.  Under  this  method  of  licensing, 
the  county  was  soon  flooded  with  unqualified  teachers,  who 
were  always  at  hand  to  engage  a  vacant  school  at  a  low 
salary,  before  a  qualified  teacher  could  apply  for  the  same.. 

The  present  system  of  graded  licenses,  was  adopted  under 
the  full  conviction  that  the  previous  method  was  a  farce, 
unjust  alike  to  teachers  and  to  the  public ;  that  the  confidence 
reposed  in  the  county  examiners  was  a  sacred  trust;  that  to 
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them  was  committed  the  responsible  office  of  guarding  the 
portal  of  education  from  every  unworthy  intruder  and  false 
teacher,  and  of  securing  to  the  state  and  public  at  large  a 
full  return  for  the  large  outlays  of  money  for  educational 
purposes. 

On  the  first  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
two,  every  school  license  in  the  county  was  recalled,  and  the 
teachers  required  to  repass  examination,  under  the  following 
regulations: 

First.  That  all  licenses  in  future,  given  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  the  county  examiners,  be  graded^  so  as  to  exhibit 
the  grade  or  degree  of  qualification  of  each  teacher. 

Second.  That  six  grades  be  used.  The  first  grade  repre- 
senting the  highest  degree  of  attainment;  the  third,  the 
medium ;  and  the  sixth  grade,  the  lowest  for  which  license 
is  given. 

Third.  That  the  licenses  be  perpetual,  subject  only  to 
being  recalled  by  the  board  of  examiners.  / 

Fourth.  That  each  candidate  must  be  qualified  in  reading^ 
writing,  arithmetic,  geography  and  English  grammar. 

Fifth.  That  all  future  examinations  be  held  publicly,  at 
Cape  May  C.  H. 

Sixth.  That  any  teacher  holding  a  graded  license,  may 
have  said  grade  raised,  by  sustaining  a  better  examination 
at  any  future  meeting. 

Seventh.  That  in  future,  no  license  shall  be  granted,  ex- 
cepting at  a  regularly  advertised  meeting,  at  which  a  com- 
petent board  is  present. 

Eighth.  That  a  specimen  of  the  penmanship  of  each  teacher 
be  preserved  for  future  reference. 

J^inth.  That  a  full  and  exact  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  board  be  kept. 

These  regulations  were  adopted  as  resolutions,  and  hence 
begin  with  "  That." 

Under  this  system,  fifty-three  teachers  have  been  licensed. 
Of  these — 
6 
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Six  have  receiyed  the  first  grade. 

Fifteen  have  received  the  secood  grade. 

Twenty-one  have  received  the  third  grade. 

Seven  have  received  the  fourth  grade. 

Three  have  received  the  fifth  grade. 
.   One  has  received  the  sixth  grade. 

Five  applicants  have  been  rejected,  and  eight  have  re-ap- 
plied, under  the  sixth  regulation,  and  received  better  grades. 

It  is  noticeable,  in  connection  with  the  few  rejections,  that 
fourteen  teachers,  holding  license  under  the  old  system,  in 
the  Upper  township  alone,  failed  to  re-apply  for  examination. 
In  fact,  the  publicity  of  the  examination  goes  fsa:  to  rid  the 
schools  of  unqualified  teachers. 

In  conducting  an  examination,  the  teachers  are  arranged 
in  a  class,  and  the  questions  passed  around  regularly,  an 
incorrectly  answered  question  passing  to  the  next.  The 
examination  is  entirely  oral,  and  no  questions  permitted  from 
teachers,  excepting  in  explanation  of  those  asked.  The 
questions  usually  involve  fundamental  principles,  rather  than 
particular  examples.  The  utmost  correctness  is  required,  to 
mo-ke  an  answer  acceptable ;  at  the  same  time,  every  facility 
and  indulgence  is  extended  to  the  teacher,  to  free  him  from 
embarrassment  and  render  him  at  ease.  The  examination 
is  continued  until  the  board  can  form  a  just  estimate  of  each 
teacher's  grade  or  degree  of  qualification  in  each  branch. 
The  MEAN  of  all  the  separate  grades  is  then  entered  in  the 
license.  An  experienced  and  successful  teacher  will  receive 
a  higher  grade,  with  equal  qualification,  than  one  whose 
aptness  and  ability  to  teach  and  govern,  are  unknown  to  the 
board.  Additional  branches  are  admitted  and  entered  in 
the  licenses.  Some  teachers  have  been  examined  in  algebra 
geometry,  plain  and  spherical  trigonometry,  mensuration, 
navigation  and  surveying,  physiology  and  history. 

The  practical  working  of  graded  licenses  has  been  highly 
satisfactory  and  gratifying.  It  has  raised  the  standard  of 
education  throughout  the  county,  supplied  the  schools  with 
well  qualified  teachers,  produced  an  emulation  among  the 
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teachers  themselves,  and  frightened  away  all  that  class  of 
teachers  whose  only  aim  is  to  pocket  the  public  funds.  It 
enables  the  trustees  to  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
teacher  they  would  employ,  and  it  gives  the  faithful  and 
•well  qualified  teacher  the  precedence  over  the  illy  qualified, 
ensuring  him  a  salary  corresponding  with  his  merits  or  de- 
merits. The  system  meets  with  the  cordial  co-operation  and 
approval  of  qualified  teachers,  and  all  the  friends  of  educa- 
tion. The  few  who  look  with  longing  eyes  at  the  ))ublic 
funds — by  this  system  placed  beyond  their  reach — united 
with  a  few  political  demagogues,  alone  cry  out  against  it. 

The  appointment  of  the  county  examiners  is  too  important 
to  be  left  to  the  whim  of  a  board  of  county  freeholders. 
They  should  be  elected  at  each  annual  county  election,  and 
their  duties  prescribed  by  law. 

The  foregoing  is  a  brief  sketch  of  what  we  have  done. 
If  you  find  in  it  anything  of  interest,  you  are  at  lib^ty  to 
make  what  use  of  it  you  may  wish. 

Tours, 

J.  P.  LEAMING; 


CAPE  ISLAND. 

In  compliance  with  the  law  that  governs  the  public  schools, 
I  transmit  to  you  my  annual  report  of  the  school  in  the  city 
of  Cape  Island.  The  teachers  have  been  regularly  exam- 
ined and  licensed,  according  to  law,  and  the  schools  have 
been  kept  for  about  nine  months  in  the  year.  The  amount 
of  money  raised  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  the  free  school  all 
the  time,  and  the  deficiency  was  made  up  by  subscription. 

There  appears  to  be  a  good  feeling  among  our  people  with 
regard  to  sustaining  the  school. 

ENOCH  EDMUNDS, 

Town  SuperintendenL 
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DENNIS. 


'  I  have  no  remarks  to  make  in  reference  to  tho  public 
schools  of  this  township,  in  addition  to  those  commnnicated 
last  year,  respecting  their  condition  and  prospects.  I  would 
nrge  upon  you  what  I  then  nrged,  the  importance  of  famish- 
ing the  superintendents  with  blank  reports  to  distribute  to 
teachers,  in  order  to  obtain  exact  and  reliable  data,  as 
recommended  in  your  former  instructions,  without  which  no 
teacher  will  take  the  trouble  to  write  them  out,  and  the  con- 
sequence is,  that  the  superintendent's  report  is  not  so  fall 
and  reliable  as  it  should  be,  although  the  labor  would  be 
lessened,  and  the  report  more  complete,  if  these  returns 
could  be  obtained  from  teachers,  at  the  end  of  each  term. 
Examiners  for  the  county  have  been  appointed  again  this 
year,  and  tho  teachers  are  all  examined  by  them,  and  if  com- 
petent are  licensed. 

The  schools  have  all  been  free,  except  in  Districts  No.  3 
and  4. 

MAURICE  BEESLEY, 

Tovm  Superintendent. 


LOWER. 

I  have  but  little  to  add  that  is  interesting  in  regard  to  the 
public  schools  of  our  township.  One  thing  is*  certain.  We 
do  not  make  the  improvement  that  the  importance  of  the 
subject  demands.  If  the  people  of  our  township  would  take 
a  greater  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  at  the  annual 
meetings  which  are  held  for  the  election  of  trustees,  would 
feel  so  interested,  as  to  turn  out  and  elect  such  trustees 
that  would  take  an  interest  in  all  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities that  rest  upon  them,  I  think  it  would  have  a  benefi- 
cial result,  and  the  children  between  the  age  of  five  and 
eighteen  years  would  all  be  numbered,  and  a  full  report  of 
said  children  would  be  handed  over  to  the  town  superintend- 
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ent,  I  think  the  trustees  ought  to  receive  pay  for  services 
rendered  to  each  district,  which  would  be  an  inducement  for 
them  to  attend  punctually  to  the  duties  of  their  ofiSce. 
:  While  we  have  not  made  any  very  great  improvement  iU: 
our  public  school  operations,  yet  it  will  be  seen,  by  a  com- 
parison with  the  last  year's  report,  that  we  have  made  some 
improvement,  from  the  fact  that  public  attention  seems  to  be 
aroused  to  the  importance  of  the  subject.  The  board  of 
examiners  have  been  re-appointed,  who  are  well  qualified  for 
the  duties  of  their  office ;  a  Teacher's  Institute  has  been  es^ 
tablished  in  the  county,  and  the  teachers  that  have  attended 
the  institute,  have  been  greatly  benefitted,  and  thereby 
better  qualified  to  impart  instruction  to  the  pupils  under 
their  charge.  The  schools  are  all  supplied  with  black  boards, 
and  in  most  of  the  schools  the  scholars  are  required  to  work 
examples  in  the  presence  of  the  class.  Some  of  the  teachers 
have  held  public  examinations  in  their  schools,  and,  I  think, 
it  is  one  of  the  ways  of  awakening  an  interest  in  regard  to 
the  subject  of  education ;  it  calls  out  the  trustees  and  parents 
to  witness  the  exercises,  and  if  the  children  pass  a  good 
examination,  it  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  both 
parents  and  trustees,  as  well  as  to  teachers,  and  the  pupils 
under  their  care.  The  schools  are  all  in  operation,  and  under 
the  control  of  male  teachers. 

The  books  mostly  used  are  Town's  and  Webster's  Speller, 
McGuffie's  Reader,  Davies'  and  Smith's  Arithmetic,  Smith's 
Grammar,  and  Smith's  Geography.  . 

The  schools  are  all  supplied  with  ^^  Webster's  Unabridged 

Dictionary"  and  "  Lippincott's  Pronouncing  Gazetteer,"  for 

which  we  desire  to  feel  truly^ thankful.    The  school  for. 

colored  children  is  distinct,  and  taught  by  a  colored  teacher. 

This  school  receives  from  fifty  to  sixty  (JoUars  of  the  public 

money. 

JOSEPH  E.  HUGHES. 

Totim  Superintendent. 
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MIDDLE. 

There  is  an  increased  interest  felt  in  regard  to  our  common 
schools,  eyidenced  by  raising  more  money,  by  a  more  liberal 
snpply  of  proper  books,  by  the  employment  of  competent 
teachers  and  an  increased  salary,  and  by  improvement  on  the 
part  of  the  children.  Examiners  have  been  appointed,  and 
oar  teachers  examined  and  licensed.  In  fonr  of  the  districts, 
the  schools  have  been  kept  free.  "  Webster's  Unabridged 
Dictionary"  and  "  Lippincott's  Pronouncing  Gazetteer"  are 
in  all  our  schools. 

JOHN  W.  SWAIN, 

Tovm  Superintendent. 


UPPER. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  board  of  chosen  free- 
holders for  this  county,  at  their  annual  meeting  last  May, 
appointed  a  county  board  of  examiners.  That  board  con- 
sists of  Rev.  M.  Williamson  and  Dr.  J.  F.  Leaming. 

The  schools  in  the  township  have  been  all  free  during  the 
year,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  districts,  where  half 
a  quarter  was  taught  by  subscriptions. 

The  schools  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  All  the  teachers 
are  well  qualified  for  the  work  of  instruction. 

Many  of  the  residents  of  this  township  believe  that  a 
much  greater  amount  of  good  would  accrue  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  state  generally,  if  thS  moneys  expended  on  the  normal 
school  were  divided  among  the  several  counties  of  the  state, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  in  each  a  high  school,  to 
which  the  more  advanced  scholars  of  our  primary  schools 
may  enter,  and  receive  a  more  extended  and  liberal  educa- 
tion  than  can  be  given  to  them  in  the  primary  department. 
The  establishment  of  one  such  school,  at  leasts  in  each  county, 
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seems  necessary  to  complete  the  system  of  onr  free  school 

edncation. 

JOHN  JONES, 
Town  SuperitUendent. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 


FAIRFIELD. 


I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enter,  in  detail,  into  the 
practical  workings  of  our  present  school  system.  That  it  is 
deficient  in  many  respects  appears  to  be  universally  conce- 
ded. The  obstacles  which  impede  the  advancement  of  the 
pupil,  and  cause  much  of  the  inefficiency  of  our  schools,  have 
been  repeatedly  dwelt  upon.  The  defects,  as  witnessed,  have 
been  pointed  out,  and  changes  innumerable  have  been  pro- 
posed to  remedy  the  evils.  Those  who  have  the  revision  of 
our  school  laws  more  particularly  under  their  control,  appear 
to  be  "  sleeping  the  sleep  that  knows  no  awakening ;"  yet 
'tis  said  **  the  constant  dropping  wears  the  stone,"  so  may 
we,  by  persistent  efforts,  and  an  unyielding  warfare,  event- 
ually accomplish  those  results  which  circumstances  seem  to 
require.  Revolutions  in  any  system  are  seldom  achieved 
under  the  impulse  of  the  moment.  Time  and  patience, 
coupled  with  energetic  action,  are  almost  invariably  neces- 
sary to  bring  about  wise  and  judicious  changes.  I  have  here- 
tofore stated  my  views  upon  those  sections  of  our  law  which 
allow  too  much  latitude  of  opinion,  and  appear  to  be  most 
objectionable,  and  shall  not  now  trespass  upon  your  time  by 
a  needless  recitation,  but  hope  that  the  in-coming  legislature 
will  deem  the  codifying  of  our  school  laws  of  sufficient  im- 
portance t<^give  to  it  their  wise  attention.  One  great  dis- 
advantage under  which  our  schools  labor,  is  the  want  of 
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competent  and  qualified  instnictor&u  By  far  too  many  young 
and  inexperienced  teachers  find  their  way  into  the  profession* 
They  enter  it,  wholly  uneducated  in  that  practical  and  sys- 
tematic training,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  constitute 
a  good  teacher,  and  indispensable  to  the  proper  government 
of  a  schooL  We  are  anxiously  awaiting,  and  longing  for 
the  arrival  of  that  day,  when  our  state  normal  school  shall 
scatter  her  army  of  well  drilled  teachers  over  the  state; 
when  a  thorough  system  shall  pervade  all  parts  of  our  state ; 
and  only  one  system  be  inaugurated  into  our  district  schools, 
instead  of  four.  We  shall  welcome  that  band  of  scientific 
teachers  into  the  profession,  and  hope  to  see  our  highest 
anticipations  more  than  realised,  in  their  endeavors  to  dis- 
seminate a  thorough  common  school  education. 

Another  great  impediment,  and  one  that  seriously  affects 
our  common  schools,  is  the  manner  of  licensing  teachers. 
The  superintendent  has  many  obstacles  with  which  to  con- 
tend in  the  discharge  of  this  duty ;  obstacles  over  which  he 
oftentimes  has  no  control.    That  the  district  trustees  are 
directly  accountable  for  many  of  them,  cannot  be  denied; 
yet  the  superintendent  is  placed  in  such  a  position  that  he 
cannot  refuse  to  license  the  candidates  without  incurring  sec- 
tarian difSculties,  or  exciting  local  animosities.    Oftentimes 
a  faithful  and  impartial  discharge  of  this  duty,  would  lead 
to  unpleasant  diflSculties,  and  cause  contentions  in  communi- 
ties, that  would  be  hard  to  subdue.    The  trustees  often 
employ  teachers,  and  assign  them  situations,  without  as  much 
as  enquiring  if  they  are  regularly  licensed.    If  the  superin- 
tendent, upon  their  presentation,  should  refuse  to  grant  them 
a  certificate  of  qualification,  then  he  but  exposes  himself  to 
the  censure  of  the  inhabitants.    This  is  decidedly  wrong; 
it  not  only  evades  the  law,  but  it  entirely  destroys  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  law  was  created.    As  I  said  before,  it  is 
by  such  means  that  many  teachers  are  employed,  and  who,  if 
justice  was  enforced,  would  never  have  found  their  way  into 
the  profession.    Our  law  should  be  so  amended,  ^at  the  su^ 
penntendent  would  be  relieved  of  this  duty.    What  we  most 
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want  is  a  "  county  board  of  examiners"  j  men  who  have  no 
local  ^r  sectional  interests  to  combat,  and  who  can  act  without 
fear  or  partiality  to  any,  granting  license  to  those  only  wha 
are  competent  and  qualified,  and  those  who  fail  to  procure 
such  license,  should  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the  school 
fund.  In  those  counties  which  have  adopted  this  system, 
there  has  been  a  marked  and  decided  improvement  in  the 
character  and  qualifications  of  the  teachers,  and  a  corres- 
ponding advancement  in  the  standing  of  the  schools.  It  has 
had  the  happy  effect  to  purge  the  profession  of  many  incom- 
petent teachers,  and  to  elevate  the  schools  to  a  much  higher 
grade.  I  have  repeatedly  urged  the  appointment  of  this 
board  of  examiners  upon  our  freeholders,  but  their  con- 
struction of  the  law  leaves  it  optional  with  them  as  to  the 
appointing  of  such  a  board,  and  not  seeing  the  practicability 
of  the  measure,  they  have  failed  to  comply.  Cannot  our 
law  be  so  modified,  as  to  make  it  obligatory  upon  them  to 
appoint 'examiners?  Such  a  modification  would  be  of  in- 
calculable advantage  to  our  schools,  the  opinion  of  old  fogies 
notwithstanding.  There  has  been,  during  the  past  year,  a 
school  opened  in  the  town  of  Fairton,  which  promises  to  be 
a  credit  to  the  place,  and  to  give  renewed  stimulus  to  the 
cause  of  education  in  that  part  of  the  township.  It  is  a 
private  enterprise,  and  one  worthy  of  imitation.  Miss  M.  L. 
Westcott,  a  thoroughly  educated  lady,  a  graduate  of  one  of 
the  most  celebrated  New  England  seminaries,  has  erected  at 
her  own  expense,  a  neat  and  commodious  house,  alike  tasteful 
and  convenient,  with  due  reference  to  light,  ventilation,  and 
all  the  modern  improvements  conducive  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  pupils.  This  school  is  now  in  successful 
operation,  and  the  applications  for  admission  far  out-number 
the  capacity  of  the  house.  One  great  feature  of  the  teacher 
is  to  promote  thoroughness,  rather  than  rapid  advancement. 
Her  motto  seems  to  be,  that  "  what  is  worth  learning  at  all, 
is  worth  learning  well" ;  there  is  no  **  getting  through  the 
book"  until  every  part  is  understood,  and  each  step  indelibly 
impressed  upon  the  mind  of  the  scholar.    The  price  of  tuition 
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is  graded  according  to  the  age  of  the  scholar,  without  any 
reference  to  the  number  of  studies  taught  This  is,  with  us, 
a  novel  feature,  but  one  that  meets  the  approbation  of  the 
citizens,  and  seems  well  adapted  to  the  interests  of  the  school. 
The  teacher  can  feel  free  to  recommend  those  studies  which 
appear  best  adapted  to  the  tastes  and  inclinations  of  her 
scholars,  without  being  subjected  to  the  too  common  com- 
plaint of  parents,  ''  that  the  teacher  is  desirous  to  introduce 
extra  branches  in  order  to  increase  the  price  of  tuition.'^ 
This  is,  I  think,  in  certain  localities,  a  wise  arrangement 

There  is  but  one  district  in  this  township  that  maintains  a 
free  school.  This  is  in  an  isolated  part  of  the  township,  but 
sparsely  settled,  and  where  the  inhabitants  would  fail  of 
securing  a  school,  did  they  not  avail  themselves  of  the  act 
of  incorporation,  and  raise  money  by  special  tax*  Under 
this  arrangement,  they  manage  to  support  a  free  school  eight 
months  of  the  year.  Great  dissatisfaction  is  manifested  by 
landholders,  who,  most  of  them  being  non-residents  of  the 
district,  complain  at  having  to  pay  a  special  tai^  for  the 
support  of  the  school.  There  is  much  talk  of  contesting  the 
law  in  relation  to  this  matter,  as  they  think  the  assessor  has 
no  legal  right  to  assess  their  property  twice,  and  levy  a 
specials  as  well  as  a  general  tax  thereon.  How  a  legal  con- 
tention would  result,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  but  as  the 
law  now  stands,  I  suppose  we  can  but  see  it  executed,  until 
repealed  or  modified. 

I  have  already  protracted  these  remarks  to  an  undue 
length,  and  will  conclude,  by  wishing  the  educational  in- 
terests of  our  beloved  state,  a  God  speed. 

EPHRAIM  BATEMAN, 

Toum  Superintendent* 


HOPEWELL. 


The  township  is  divided  into  eight  districts  and  one  part 
of  a  district    Schools  are  maintained  in  the  eight  districts 
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firom  six  to  nine  and  twelve  months  in  the  jear.  Some  of 
the  teachers  are  employed  by  the  scholar,  others  by  the  term, 
and  do  not  keep  a  regular  account  of  the  time  when  the  dul* 
dren  commence  and  leave  off  going  to  school ;  and  there  is 
but  one  district  in  which  there  is  kept  a  regular  school  reg- 
ister. 

Some  of  the  schools  are  free  a  part  of  the  year,  and  then 
they  have  pay  schools,  which  are  not  so  well  attended ;  but 
in  most  of  the  districts  they  have  part  free  and  part  pay 
schools,  and  I  think  it  best  the  money  should  be  appropria- 
ted  a  part  to  each  term,  and  have  school  all  the  year,  than 
to  have  one  or  two  terms  free  and  then  the  schools  closed. 

Our  teachers  have  all  been  examined  and  licensed  accord- 
ing to  law,  since  I  came  into  office.  There  has  been  no 
county  examiners  iappointed  in  and  for  our  county. 

In  district  number  seven  they  are  building  a  new  frame 
school  house,  at  a  cost  of  about  nine  hundred  dollars,  and 
expect  to  have  it  ready  for  this  winter's  school.  They  have 
raised  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  this  year  by  tax,  and 
expect  to  raise  the  balance  next  year. 

In  looking  back  during  the  past  year,  I  find  there  is  a  great 
want  of  interest  manifested  by  the  inhabitants  in  our  public 
schools,  and  the  teachers  frequently  complain  because  their 
schools  are  not  visited  oftener,  and  especially  by  the  trus- 
tees ;  and  until  there  is  more  of  an  interest  manifested  in 
our  schools,  I  do  not  know  how  they  can  be  brought  up  to 
that  standard  of  improvement  to  which  they  should,  and  of 
right,  ought  to  belong. 

JOSEPH  H.  OGDEN, 
Taum  Superintendent 


HAUBICE  BFVEB. 


I  cannot  refrain  from  commending  our  citizens  for  their  zeal 
and  liberality  in  the  cause  of  education,as  the  condition  of  our 
schools  and  advancement  of  the  scholars  amply  testify ;  still, 


v'?     X~,<^.^  .-■    'j^ii!!,-    ■"•*'"■*' ■'*^>a■h'r^ '-*   -■  ^ '^  pi ■rMfaMJMMIlitfc  ■     Mtrnt 


93 

^though  we  are  aiming  at  perfection,  we  must  admit  that 
we  have  not  yet  attained  to  it— there  being  much  that  is  not 
good  to  rectify,  and  more  that  is  of  utility  to  adopt.  I  have 
been  saccessfnl  in  most  cases  in  perauading  the  various  dis- 
tricts to  purchase  a  regular  series  of  books  out  of  the  money 
set  apart  for  school  purposes,  thereby  insuring  greater  des- 
patch in  teaching,  and  a  greater  degree  of  improvement  in 
the  pupils.  Our  school  houses  throughout  the  towndiip  will 
compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  other  in  the  county. 
The  teachers  are  all  regularly  licensed,  and  their  relative 
qualifications  in  exact  proportion  with  their  salaries^  for  in 
employing  a  teacher,  as  in  other  business,  we  pay  according 
to  the  value.  There  are  no  county  examiners ;  which  is  as 
it  should  be. 

WILLIAM  S.  WARD,  , 
Town  Superintendent* 


HILLVILLE. 

With  my  limited  experience  as  superintendent,  I  make  the 
following  rem^ks  with  diflSdence : 

In  our  common  school  system  and  its  workings,  doubtless 
there  are  imperfections,  but  I  cannot  see  that  our  school  law 
could  be  materially  improved,  unless  in  a  direction  that 
would  render  the  working  of  the  system  more  efficient. 

We  have  abundance  of  law  for  making  good  schools ;  our 
difl&culty  is  the  want  of  efficient  teachers  and  officers. 

Under  the  present  arrangement,  teachers  unqualified  will 
too  often  be  the  instructors  in  our  schools.  In  many  in- 
stances the  trustees  have  not  the  ability  fully  to  judge  of  the 
qualifications  of  teachers  ;  and  if  they  had,  circumstances  of 
locality,  relationship  or  other  influences,  proves  a  barrier  to 
impartial  action.  Those  that  grant  teachers  licenses  should, 
if  possible,  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  all  such  influences. 

If  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  would,  as  the  law  con- 
templates, appoint  county  examiners,  we  should  at  least  be 
partially  relieved  of  this  difficulty. 
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The  schools  in  this  township  have  probably  never  been  in 
a  more  prosperous  condition. 

S.  A.  GARRISON, 
Tovm  Superintendent 


STOE  CREEK. 

Although  our  district  schools  have  not  arrived  at  perfec- 
tion,  yet  I  can  safely  say,  that  an  increasing  interest  is  mani- 
fest in  the  cause  of  education  in  this  vicinity,  and  many  of 
our  youth  of  both  sexes  are  not  satisfied  with  learning  to 
read,  write,  and  cipher  to  the  Rule  of  Three,  nor  do  they  con- 
clude that  when  they  are  seventeen  or  eighteen  they  are  too 
old  to  go  to  school,  but  are  willing  or  rather  anxious  to  con- 
tinue students,  and  to  press  forward  to  higher  attainments, 
availing  themselves  of  the  opportunities  afforded  in  the 
academies  and  high  schools  which  have  been  in  operation 
the  past  few  years  in  this  region. 

By  alluding  to  schools  of  a  higher  order,  I  would  not  be 
understood  to  undervalue  the  district  schools.  These  are 
entitled  to  more  attention  from  the  community  than  they 
receive. 

There  is  one  grand  diflSculty.  School  teachers,  generally, 
are  not  willing  to  live  on  bread  and  water ;  and  if  they  are 
allowed  the  other  et  ceteras,  they  must  have  a  higher  salary 
now,  than  they  received  when  many  articles  of  provision,  as 
well  as  many  other  expenditures,  were  only  half  the  present 
prices. 

Of  course  the  country  places,  small  districts  especially, 
labor  under  greater  inconveniences  than  the  larger  towns 
and  districts. 

But  the  people  will  wake  up  after  a  while,  and  see  that  it 
is  better  to  pay  a  competent  compensation  for  competent 
teachers,  and  competent  assistants,  when  required,  as  is  often 
the  case  in  such  a  heterogeneous  mass  as  is  generally  found 
in  a  country  school,  than  to  pay  small  wages  to  an  incompe* 
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tent  teacher,  or  to  a  good  one  even,  without  alloiriDg  him  an 
assistant,  where  there  are  so  many  scholars  and  80  great  a 
Tarietj  of  studies,  that  to  do  justice  is  impossible. 

My  impression  is,  that  the  appointment  of  county  ex- 
aminers, to  meet  twice  a  yeais  for  the  examination  of  teach- 
ers, would  have  a  good  effect  This  county  has  never  tried 
the  experiment. 

GEORGE  TOMLINSON, 

Taum  Superintendent, 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 

BELLEVILLE. 

I  have  the  satisfaction,  in  my  yearly  report  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  several  schools  under  my  charge  in  the  towndiip 
of  Belleville,  to  state  that  a  more  than  usual  interest  and 
care  have  been  manifested  during  the  past  year,  by  all  under 
whose  care  they  have  been  placed.    All  the  schools,  six  in 
number,  have  been  continued  open  during  the  year,  with  the 
exception  of  a  short  interruption  in  the  Franklin  district 
consequent  upon  the  removal  of  the  school  from  thwr  old 
to  their  new  house,  a  very  commodious  building,  erected 
during  the  past  season  by  the  energy  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  district,  for  which  they  deserve  much  commendation, 
they  as  yet  not  being  very  strong.    The  building  is  a  neat 
structure  of  wood,  two  large  rooms,  a  lower  and  upper,  well 
arranged,  and  placed  on  a  beautiful  site,  well  chosen  for  air, 
convenience  and  retirement.    Their  school  shows  what  en- 
terprise, well  directed,  can  do.   We  have  noticed  throughout 
the  township  more  interest  in  the  ciause  of  common  schools, 
greater  attention  on  the  part  of  the  trustees,  and  a  conse- 
quent greater  punctuality  on  the  part  of  parents  and  chil- 
dren.   On  the  whole  we  may  report  a  healthy  state  of  our 
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schools^  and  progress  in  the  good  cause.  As  near  an  esti- 
mate of  all  our  matters  as  we  have  been  able  to  make,  will 
be  fonnd  in  the  circular  furnished  bj  the  department.  It 
was  our  intention,  during  the  past  season,  to  have  solicited 
a  visit  from  our  state  superintendent,  but  circumstances  with 
us  seemed  to  suggest  that  a  postponement  to  a  future  season 
would  be  advisable. 

SAMUEL  L,  WARD, 
Taion  Superintendent. 

CALDWELL. 

Of  the  eight  districts  in  this  township  two  have  rebuilt 
,  their  school  houses,  one  has  made  thorough  and  one  slight 
repairs,  costing  together  ten  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars. 
To  effect  this  three  districts  have  become  incorporated. 

Reports  of  attendance,  &c.,  have  been  received  from  but 
three  districts,  and  they  are  not  entirely  full.  This  is  on 
account  of  the  impermanency  of  the  school  records.  To 
supply  this  deficiency  I  am  furnishing  the  schools  with  regis- 
ters, that  are  to  belong  to  the  district,  and  are  not  to  be 
changed  with  every  change  of  teachers. 

On  the  whole  the  cause  of  education  is  advancing.  This 
is  evident  from  the  efforts  made  to  secure  good  buildings 
and  good  teachers. 

The  schools  which  are  now  in  session  are  conducted  by 
efficient  teachers,  who  are  doing  a  good  work. 

ARTHUR  B.  NOLL, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 


LIVINGSTON. 


I  am  not  aware  of  any  essential  alterations  in  the  schools 
since  last  year ;  and  this  I  regard  as  no  very  encouraging 
indication  in  a  township  so  much  in  need  of  improvement. 

You  will  observe  from  the  statistics,  that  the  salaries  of 
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teachers  are  decidedlj  too  low.  No  conq)eteiit  teacher  can 
be  permanently  employed  for  the  small  sum  of  sixty  dollars 
per  quarter,  (which  is  the  average  salary  of  teachers  in  this 
township,)  consequently  our  teachers,  instead  of  being  per- 
manent and  experienced,  are  mere  comers  and  goers,  many 
dropping  in  for  a  single  term,  because,  for  the  present,  they 
can  do  no  better.  Good  teachers  can  get,  and  will  have, 
good  wages. 

There  is  also  a  great  want  of  uniformity  in  the  selection 
of  school  books.  In  some  of  the  districts,  I  find  two  or 
three  kinds  of  readers,  arithmetics,  geographies,  Ac.  This 
is  a  great  evil,  multiplying  classes,  shortening  recitations, 
and  unnecessarily  occupying  the  time  of  teachers,  to  the 
neglect  of  small  children.  But  it  is  not  easily  remedied; 
many  are  unwilling  to  get  new  books  for  their  children, 
while  they  have  old  ones. 

Two  schools  have  been  kept  free  during  the  year ;  one  by 
the  help  of  a  balance  on  hand  from  the  previous  year,  the 
other  by  subscriptions. 

Our  school  houses  are  only  in  tolerable  condition.  They 
are  all  built  of  wood,  and  nearly  all  have  convenient  play 
grounds,  but  no  shade  trees.  One  applicant  has  been  re- 
ceived, this  year,  at  the  normal  school. 

T.  M.  GRENELL, 
Town  Superintendent. 

MILLBURN. 

The  undersigned  was  elected  first  school  superintendent 
of  the  newly  incorporated  township  of  Millburn,  in  April 
last. 

He  found  the  educational  interests  of  the  community  sadly 
neglected,  and  has  been  laboring  vigorously,  with  some 
promise  of  success,  to  improve  and  elevate  the  character  of 
the  schools  under  his  charge. 

A  new  district  (the  Hobart)  has  recently  become  incorpo- 
rated. 
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The  Jtfftrsim  district  has  authorized,  bj  tux,  an  e^tpendi- 
ture  of  two  hundred  dollars  on  repairs  and  enlargement  of 
the  sdiool  house.  The  Washington  district  has  assumed  the 
responsibility  of  a  debt  incurred  by  individuals  in  behalf 
of  the  school  property. 

All  the  schools  of  the  township  have  been  supplied,  at  a 
cost  of  twenty-five  dollars,  with  printed  '' Instructions  to 
teachers,"  a  large  map  of  the  United  States,  and  a  map  of 
the  state  of  New  Jersey,  at  the  expense  of  the  town  super- 
intendent. 

H.  H.  REID, 
Town  SuperintendenL 


ORANGE. 

JSTunhber  of  Districts. — There  are,  wholly,  in  Orange,  nine 
(9)  districts  and  two  (2)  parts.  In  one  of  the  parts,  the 
school  has  been  kept  in  our  township,  and  I  report  it.  They 
have  nearly  completed  a  new  school  house,  which  stands  in 
Clinton. 

JVumber  of  Districts  thai  have  reported. — I  have  received 
eleven  (11)  reports  from  districts  and  the  parts  of  districts, 
of  scholars  between  five  and  eighteen  years.  I  have  reported 
the  numbers  that  have  attended  school  for  the  various  periods 
of  time,  as  nearly  as  can  bo  ascertained  by  the  examination 
of  records  as  kept  by  teachers. 

dumber  of  months  schools  have  been  kept  open. — In  five 
districts,  twelve  months  each ;  in  one  district,  nine  months ; 
in  three  districts,  six  months  each ;  in  one  district  no  school 
has  been  taught  during  the  year.  They  have  been  building 
a  house,  and  have  used  their  ftands  for  this  purpose. 

In  three  districts  the  schools  have  been  entirely  free.  In 
six,  an  average  assessment  of  sixty-three  cents  per  quarter 
has  been  levied  upon  each  scholar,  which  has  been  mainly 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  incidental  ex- 
penses. The  amount  so  raised  is  about  nine  hundred  and 
7 
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forty- three  dollars.    This  I  have  not  inclnded  in  the  amount 
received  from  other  sources. 

In  Union  district  (new)  partly  in  Orange  and  partly  in 
Clinton^  they  have  raised  for  bnilding  school  house — 

•  In  Orange, $421  00 

In  Clinton, 130  00 

Donation,  -        -        -        •        -  250  00 


Total  amount^  -  -  -  $801  00 
This  last  item  was  given  by  a  school  society  (loc^l)  that 
was  organized  some  years  since  in  Clinton,  in  the  bounds  of 
the  district.  West  Orange  district  raised  by  tax  two  hun- 
dred dollars  by  vote  of  district,  as  required  by  law.  Funds 
in  hand,  unexpended,  two  hundred  dollars. 

All  the  public  funds,  except  as  before  explained,  have  been 
used  for  the  payment  of  teachers,  so  far  as  yet  paid  out. 

I  have  visited  all  of  the  schools,  some  of  them  only  once, 
some  twice,  and  some  three  times.  I  think  the  schools  of 
our  township  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  others, 
in  many  respects ;  but  they  are  not,  by  any  means,  what  they 
ought  to  be.  There  should  be  a  larger  daily  average  attend- 
ance than  the  statistics  indicate.  It  may  not,  however,  be 
inferred,  that  only  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six  scholars, 
out  of  the  whole  number  reported,  attend  school  at  all,  for 
we  have  have  no  less  than  seven  private  schools,  all  well 
patronised. 

The  experience  and  observation  of  the  past  year  have 
proved  to  me  more  conclusively  than  ever  before,  that  there 
is  an  antagonism  at  work,  which  renders  the  public  school 
system  of  our  state  to  a  great  degree  inefficient.  I  believe 
this  opposition  arises  mainly  from  misapprehension  and  want 
of  correct  information  as  to  its  practical  bearings  when 
properly  carried  out. 

The  idea  prevails,  that  those  who  pay  but  little  or  no&ing 
for  the  support  of  schools,  are  allowed  by  their  votes  to  take 
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money  oat  of  the  pockets  of  others,  many  of  whom  hare  no 
children  to  educate.  There  are  tnanj  holding  this  idea,  who 
have  children  to  educate,  who  prefer  to  send  them  to  a 
private  school,  at  a  much  greater  cost  than  would  be  re- 
quired to  support  the  public  school,  and  at  the  same  time 
withhold  the  influence  of  example  and  effort  that  ought  to 
be  given  to  it.  I  believe  that  if  the  legislature  would  au- 
thorize  the  state  superintendent  to  prepare  an  address,  in  a 
popular  form,  embodying  an  explanation  of  the  school  law, 
and  answering,  at  least,  the  leading  objections  that  are  urged 
against  it,  and  provide  for  the  distribution  of  a  large  number 
of  printed  copies  throughout  the  state,  it  would  have  the 
effect  to  remove  many  of  the  misapprehensions  and  preju- 
dices that  now  exist,  and  would  tend  to  awaken  interest  in 
relation  to  it.  I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  by  the  effect 
produced  upon  the  minds  of  many  by  the  address  delivered 
here  in  October  last.  Our  school  pic-nic  had  a  good  effect, 
although  it  was  not  as  largely  attended  as  I  desired,  and 
indeed  expected  it  would  be.  It  excited  attention  to  the 
schools,  and  those  who  heard  the  address — some  of  whom 
opposed  the  operation  of  the  school  law— could  not  see  that 
thero  were  really  so  great  objections  to  it  as  they  had  supposed  • 
In  addition,  I  would  suggest,  that  what  I  will  call  a  school 
poll  tax  be  levied  upon  those  who  now  pay  simply  a  nominal 
sum  to  the  general  tax  fund,  and  nothing,  directly,  for  the 
support  of  schools.  This  would  include  single  men  and  those 
who  have  children  to  educate,  who  {have  a  right  to  vote  to 
raise  money  for  school  purposes. 

I  have  already  written  too  much,  but  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  in  relation  to  the  normal  school.  By  all  means  sustain 
it,  and  make  it  as  good  as  it  can  be.  I  would  as  soon  employ 
the  novice  and  the  quack  to  perform  operations  in  surgery, 
and  practice  as  a  physician,  as  I  would  one  who  has  had  no 
training  in  the  drt  of  teaching,  that  most  diflficult  of  all  arts, 
whatever  might  'be  his  literary  attainments.  I  hope  the  time 
will  soon  come,  when  there  will  be  a  full  supply  of  well 
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trained  teachers,  and  when,  as  now,  there  will  be  no  ne> 
cessity  to  employ  any  other. 

H.  IN6ALSBE, 
Toum  Superitdendent. 


GLOUCESTER  COUNTY. 

• 


DEPTFOBD. 


Being  elected  town  superintendent  last  spring  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  winter  schools,  except  such  as  could  be 
gathered  from  the  trustees.    There  is  great  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining a  correct  account  of  the  number  of  children  who  at- 
tended school  for  the  fractional  periods  of  the  year.    Most 
of  our  schools  change  teachers  spring  and  fall,  having  male 
teachers  in  the  winter  and  females  in  the  summer,  who  fre- 
quently go  away  without  leaving  a  list  of  the  names  and 
time  the  children  came  to  school.    The  numbers  given  are 
believed  to  be  as  near  correct  as  the  nature  of  the  case  ad- 
mits.   It  would  be  much  more  convenient  for  the  town  su- 
perintendent if  this  report  was  made  at  the  end  of  his  term, 
then  he  would  not  have  to  go  back  to  the  accounts  of  his 
predecessor,  and  the  expenditures  given  in  the  report  would 
correspond  with  his  settlement  with  the  township  committee. 
Now  the  expenditures  take  in  a  part  of  two  years  appropri- 
ations. 

The  public  money  has  been  used  in  the  following  manner : 

Paid  to  trustees  of  organized  schools,         •        •    $198  74 

"      teachers  of  free  schools,  .        .        ,      692  88 

<*  "      of  schools  not  free,    .        •        .      844  85 

Repairs,  improvements,  fuel,  &q.         •       .        ,      252  70 


$1,989  17 
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In  one  district  a  free  school  has  been  open  all  the  jear ; 
two  districts  have  each  had  two  quarters  free ;  other  districts 
have  used  the  money  as  far  as  it  would  go,  the  employers 
paying  the  balance  of  the  bills  at  two  dollars  per  quarter, 
the  general  price.  Sometimes  a  teacher  is  employed  at  a 
fixed  sum,  guaranteed  by  the  trustees  and  assessed  on  the 
scholars.  The  number  of  children  given  in  the  schedule  as 
having  attended  school,  seems  small  when  compared  with  the 
number  in  the  township.  This  can  be  explained  by  remark- 
ing that  there  are  three  parts  of  districts  numbering  eighty- 
five  children,  two  organized  schools  that  report  one  hundred 
and  twenty-two  children,  two  private  schools  with  fifty 
scholars  in  attendance,  and  a  school  for  colored  children, 
none  of  whom  are  included  in  the  above  reports  as  having 
attended  school. 

The  board  of  freeholders  refused  to  appoint  examiners,  on 
the  ground  (as  I  am  informed)  of  its  increasing  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  teachers.  The  trustees  employ  such  teachers 
as  they  approve  without  regard  to  license.  Although  there 
is  room  for  improvement  in  regard  to  teachers,  and  will  be 
until  the  people  generally  take  more  interest  in  public 
schools,  and  offer  greater  inducements  in  shape  of  pay,  yet 
it  affords  me  pleasure  to  express  the  opinion  that  our  teach, 
ers  at  this  time  (taken  as  a  whole)  are  better  qualified  than 
at  any  time  during  my  former  five  years  connection  with 
public  schools. 

B.  J.  LORD, 

Town  SuperintendenL 


FBANELIN. 


It  will  be  perceived  that  the  report  that  I  herewith  tran  s- 
mit  to  you  differs  materially  from  that  received  last  year 
from  my  predecessor,  which  is  partly  owing  to  deficient  re 
ports  from  teachers,  but  more  particularly  from  the  fact  that 
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the  schools  in  this  township  have  not  been  kept  open  as  much 
of  the  year  as  nsnal.  There  are  but  two  schook  in  our  town- 
ship that  are  generally  kept  the  whole  year,  and  one  of  them 
has  not  been  for  this  year.  Most  of  the  others  have  not  been 
kept  open  at  all  during  the  summer. 

The  school  kept  in  district  number  one  is  in  a  good  condi- 
tion, and  kept  by  competent  teachers.  The  house  has  been 
enlarged,  and  will  soon  be  occupied  by  an  increased  number 
of  teachers.  Number  three  is  also  in  a  good  condition,  and 
at  present  well  conducted. 

Excepting  in  the  two  districts  above  described,  I  think 
the  cause  of  education  has  not  much  advanced  daring  the 
last  year. 

Some  of  our  boards  of  trustees  only  pay  their  teachers  a 
part  of  their  salary  from  the  public  money,  and  the  balance 
have  collected  from  the  employers,  which  I  think  is  the  bet- 
ter way,  unless  there  were  public  funds  sufficient  to  keep  th« 
schools  open  for  a  longer  time  than  the  present  amount  will 
admit  of. 

We  have  no  county  examiners,  and  consequently  our  teach* 
ers  are  licensed  by  the  superintendent  and  trustees. 

BENJ.  HARDING, 
Taum  Superintendent. 


GREENWICH. 

In  connection  with  my  report  I  find  nothing  of  material 
interest  to  add,  further  than  to  comply  with  your  sugges- 
tions. 

Examiners  have  not  been  appointed  for  the  county  this  year. 

The  teachers  have  been  regularly  examined  and  licensed 
according  to  law. 

There  have  been  no  schools  maintained  free  during  the 
past  year. 

The  public  funds  have  been  distributed  by  the  trustees  in 
due  proportion  through  each  quarter,  leaving  the  employed^ 
to  settle  the  balance. 
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'  Oar  schools  arc  in  a  flouriabing  condition,  and  are  gov- 
erned by  good  and  competent  teachers  generally. 

JOHN,  8TETSEB, 
Town  Superintendent. 


HAJtBISOX. 

The  subject  of  education,  although  receiving  increased  at- 
tention, does  not  meet  with  that  encouragement  which  its 
importance  demands.  , 

Forming  as  it  does  the  very  foundation  of  good  order  in 
society,  and  the  true  basis  of  constitutional  liberty,  the  ed- 
ucation of  our  youthful  population  should  receive  our  cor- 
dial support  and  unceasing  attention.  Many  of  our  schools 
are  deficient  in  the  proper  means  of  education,  such  as  new 
and  improved  books,  <&c.,  which  being  furnished  by  the  em- 
ployers, each  as  he  sees  proper,  without  consulting  tbe  teacher, 
leads  to  too  great  a  variety  and  making  more  labor  for  the 
teacher  with  no  corresponding  advantage,  and  should  be 
abolished  and  the  books  furnished  according  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  school  law,  which  may  be  done  at  a  much  cheap> 
er  rate  than  by  the  course  pursued. 

The  school  houses  are  mostly  comfortable  and  in  good  re- 
pair, with  ample  play  grounds  attached.  Some  of  our  dis- 
tricts, composed  of  a  small  number  of  children  with  a  large 
territory,  keep  their  schools  open  only  six  months  in  the 
year,  and  others  only  so  long  as  the  tax  and  school  funds 
will  pay  the  teacher. 

Many  of  our  youth,  from  the  age  of  16  to  20  years,  are 
sent  to  boarding  and  other  higher  schools  in  this  and  other 
states,  which  accounts  for  the  small  number  of  such  that 
attend  our  schools. 

The  salaries  of  our  teachers  are  various — some  receiving 
a  stated  salary  per  year,  some  per  day,  some  per  quarter  of 
66  days,  and  some  take  the  school  on  their  own  risk,  at  from 
iwo  dollars  to  three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  per  quarter. 
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The  attendance  of  trustees  and  employers  are  very  mtich 
neglected,  to  the  manifest  disadvantage  of  our  schools,  offer- 
ing  encouragement  to  neither  scholars  or  teacher.  I  cannot 
see  that  the  workings  of  the  present  school  law  have  been 
attended  with  any  very  great  advantages  as  yet ;  one  reason, 
I  suppose,  is  that  we  have  not  adopted  all  its  requirements. 

BENJ.  G.  PANCOAST, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WOOLWICH. 

In  transmitting  the  report  from  this  township,  I  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that  the  report  is  very  imperfect.  I  have  only 
received  three  reports  from  teachers^  and  have  had  to  follow 
the  statements  made  by  my  predecessor  in  office  last  year,  in 
averaging  the  attendance,  <&c.,  &c.  Some  better  plan  must 
be  adopted  in  order  to  secure  correct  statements  as  to  the 
number  who  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  school 
law.  My  estimates  are  obore,  not  below  the  number  who 
attend  at  our  schools  the  length  of  time  which  the  schools 
are  in  operation.  There  is  an  evident  improvement  in  the 
qualification  of  teachers,  and  a  gradual  increase  of  interest 
shown  by  the  trustees  and  parents  in 'the  success  of  the 
schools.  The  following  things  are  essential  to  perfect  the 
system. 

1 .  Teachers  to  be  compensated  more  liberally,  and  thus 
induced  to  remain  and  carry  out  their  plans  for  the  moral 
and  intellectual  training  of  their  pupils. 

2.  Parents  to  prize  the  privilege  of  having  good  schools 
to  which  their  children  may  be  sent,  and  to  prove  their  ap- 
preciation by  regularly  sending  their  children  to  schooL 

3.  Trustees  of  schools,  occasionally  at  leasts  looking  in 
upon  the  school  and  manifesting  some  interest  in  the  exer- 
cises of  the  school,  by  examining  the  children  or  requesting 
the  teacher  to  do  so  in  their  presence. 

4.  Town  superintendents  visiting  all  the  schools,  examin. 
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log  the  same,  and  addressing  the  scholars  on  the  importance 
of  improving  their  opportunities,  counseling  and  encouraging 
the  teachers,  &c. 

6.  More  liberal  proyision  made  by  townships  and  the  state 
for  the  support  of  district  schools. 

6*  Thorough  examinations  of  those  who  are  to  be  em« 
ployed  as  teachers,  so  that  the  children  may  be  well  taught, 
while  the  teacher  is  liberally  compensated  for  his  or  her 
labor. 

7.  In  every  township  at  least,  three  or  four  plain,  common 
sense  lectures  delivered  by  the  town  superintendent,  or  some 
other  individual,  on  the  advantages,  duties,  hindrances,  de* 
fects,  &0.  &c.,  of  popular  education ;  these  lectures  to  be 
announced  and  delivered  in  different  sections  of  the  town- 
ship. The  people  need  light  and  instruction,  and  when 
parents  are  brought  to  see  more  clearly,  the  youth  will  be 
instructed  more  perfectly. 

No  examiners  have  been  appointed.  I  have  examined  and 
licensed  sixteen  teachers. 

All  our  schools  have  been  kept  free.  In  conclusion  I 
would  add,  we  are  progressing  upwards,  and  things  omen 
well  for  greater  progress. 

JOHN  L.  GRANT, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 


HUNTERDON  COUNTY. 


DELAWABE. 


We  have  school  in  all  our  districts  but  one ;  our  school 
houses  are  quite  comfortable,  except  one  or  two ;  the  public 
money  is  divided,  a  portion  to  each  quarter,  except  in  two 
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small  districts,  where  the  school  was  tree  for  two  quarters 
each.  The  teachers  we  have  are  quite  competent,  I  belieye, 
from  my  intercourse  with  them  when  visiting  tiie  schools,  ^, 
it  being  customary  with  the  trustees  to  employ  teachers 
without  any  test  of  their  qualifications  until  the  end  of  the 
session,  when  they  are  sent  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  public 
money.  Now  the  superintendent  is  placed  in  a  very  un- 
pleasant  position,  for  if,  on  examination,  the  teacher  is  found 
to  be  incompetent;  the  superintendent  is  directed  by  law  not 
to  grant  such  a  person  a  license ;  and  also  that,  without  a 
license,  no  teacher  shall  be  entitled  to  any  of  the  public 
money :  yet  if,  in  such  case,  the  superintendent  should  re- 
fuse to  pay  the  public  funds,  he  would  bring  down  upon  him 
the  anathemas,  not  only  of  the  teachery  (for  he  could  collect 
his  money,)  but  of  the  district  in  general.  I  have  visited 
the  schools  in  our  township,  and  find  the  teachers  quite  active 
and  zealous  in  their  calling ;  the  schools  appear  to  be  quite 
prosperous,  and  they  are  furnished  with  registers,  as  directed 
by  law. 

HENRY  F.  TROUT, 

Town  Superintendent. 


LAHBEBTVILLE. 

The  town  of  Lambertville  has  but  one  public  school,  in 
which  are  employed  six  teachers — one  male,  at  five  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  and  five  females  at  an  average  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  a  year.  There  are  five  private  and  family 
schools,  employing  in  all  seven  teachers.  The  schools  are 
all  kept  in  session  about  ten  months  in  the  year.  In  tiie 
public  school  instruction  is  entirely  free,  and  in  one  of  the 
private  schools,  (that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church)  instruc* 
tion  is  free  to  poor  children,  the  school  being  supported  in 
considerable  part  by  voluntary  contributions.  In  the  other 
private  schools,  (except  one  family  school)  the  price  paid  for 
tuition  varies  from  ten  dollars  to  thirty-two  dollars  a  year^ 
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with  additional  charges  (in  one  of  them)  for  instrnction  in 
mnfflc  and  modem  languages. 

There  has  been  received  during  the  year,  from  the  states 
two  hundred  4nd  eighty-three  dollars,  and  raised  by  tax  for 
school  purposes,  fourteen  hundred  dollars,  and  on  account  of 
building  and  incidental  purposes  connected  with  the  school, 
three  hundred  dollars.  The  whole  sum  paid  for  instruction, 
public  and  private,  during  the  year,  is  probably  about  thirty* 
two  hundred  dollars ;  or,  inclusive  of  appropriation  for  build- 
ing purposes,  &c.,  about  thirty-five  hundred  dollars. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  town,  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  fifteen  years,  is  five  hundred  and  ninety-two.  The 
whole  number  of  names  on  the  roll  of  the  public  school 
during  the  year,  is  three  hundred  and  thirty-six ;  and  the 
whole  number  in  the  private  schools,  very  nearly  two  hun- 
dred ;  making  the  aggregate  number  just  about  equal  to 
that  of  all  the  children  in  the  town  between  five  and  eighteen 
years  old.  But  in  this  estimate,  probably  from  fifty  to  sev- 
enty-five are  counted  twice,  in  consequence  of  going  from 
one  school  to  another ;  and  in  the  private  schools,  some  have 
attended  under  five  years  of  age;  besides  a  number  of 
boarding  scholars  from  out  of  town. 

The  disparity  between  the  actual  attendance,  and  the  num* 
ber  on  the  school  list,  at  any  given  time,  especially  in  the 
public  school,  is  deplorably  great  The  average  daily  at^ 
tendance  in  the  public  school  during  the  year  is  but  one 
hundred  and  ninety. 

These  facts,  as  well  as  others  that  might  be  n^entioned^ 
particularly  the  delinquency  on  the  part  of  parents  in  visit** 
ing  the  schools,  proves,  what  indeed  is  undeniable,  that  there 
is  a  sad  want  of  interest  in  the  subject  of  common  school 
instruction.  After  all,  however,  as  compared  with  the  state 
of  things  several  years  since,  when  our  school  system,  as  a 
^stem,  was  literally  without  form  and  void,  the  cause  has 
made  no  small  advance.  Four  or  five  years  since,  a  house 
was  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public  school,  of 
which  our  citi2ens  are  justly  proud ;  and  ^nce  then,  appro- 
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priations  for  the  support  of  the  school  have  been  cheerfiilly 
voted,  on  a  scale  by  no  means  discreditable  for  so  small  a 
town.  Such  efforts  certainly  indicate,  as  they  are  adapted 
to  create,  the  very  interest,  the  want  of  which  is  so  essential 
to  any  good  degree  of  success.  And  this  effect  has^  un- 
doubtedly, to  some  extent,  been  realized,  though  by  no  means 
in  such  measure  as  the  friends  of  the  cause  had  been  led  to 
anticipate. 

L.  H.  PARSONS, 
Tovm  Superintendent 


HUDSON  COUNTY. 


BERGEN. 

The  information  contained  in  the  accompanying  report  for 
the  year,  has  been  drawn  from  the  papers  of  my  predecessor 
in  office,  and  from  replies  to  letters  sent  to  the  various  teach- 
ers in  the  township.  Very  little,  of  course,  is  from  my  per- 
sonal knowledge,  as  I  have  only  been  in  office  since  July. 

At  present,  all  our  schools  are  in  quite  healthful  operation. 
All  the  teachers,  with  a  single  exception,  have  been  before 
the  board  of  examiners  for  the  county,  within  the  last  four 
months.  I  have  visited  all  the  schools  once,  and  some  of 
them  twice,  since  I  have  been  in  office.  In  a  few  days  I  will 
have  accomplished  my  second  round  of  visitation — my  in- 
tention being  to  visit  the  schools  quarterly,  as  the  law  re- 
quires. 

In  a  year  to  come,  it  is  probable  two  new  school  houses 
will  be  erected  in  our  township ;  one  at  an  expense  of  two 
thousand,  and  the  other  three  thousand  dollars. 

As  some  of  our  schools  have  not  yet  obtained  Webster's 
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Dictionarji  and  all  of  them  are  yet  without  the  Gazetteer, 
orders,  expressive  of  their  desire  to  have  these,  will  shortly 
be  sent  to  yon  from  each  of  the  districts.  As  the  orders, 
after  having  been  signed  by  the  trustees,  are  to  be  put  into 
my  hands,  I  will  endeavor  to  have  them  all  sent  at  once. 

AARON  L.  STILL  WELL, 

Tovm  Superintendent. 


HOBOKEN. 

I  accompany  the  statistical  report  with  the  following  re- 
marks: 

All  the  teachers  are  regularly  licensed  according  to  law* 
In  the  city  of  Hoboken  much  interest  is  manifested  in  the 
cause  of  education,  *bj  the  trustees  as  well  as  by  the  in- 
habitants ;  the  consequence  is,  that  the  teachers  and  pupils 
do  their  utmost  in  order  to  give  credit  to  themselves.  Thus 
our  school  is  in  a  good  and  thriving  condition,  the  number 
of  children  sent  to  school  increasing  from  week  to  week,  so 
that  the  present  school  building  does  not  give  the  proper 
accoDunodation  to  the  present  number  of  children. 

As  it  is  well  known  from  the  former  reports,  we  have  no 
public  school  buildings  belonging  to  the  city,  and  are  in- 
debted to  Messrs.  Stevens  for  the  present  buildings,  and  the 
furniture  therein,  that  they  are  still  granting  for  public 
aehool  purposes,  free  of  rent  charge. 

The  board  of  education  will  take  this  matter  in  early  con- 
sideration, and  prepare  a  plan,  to  be  laid  before  the  common 
council,  with  the  proper  suggestions,  in  order  to  obtain  such 
bnildings  for  public  school  purposes,  as  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  population  of  Hoboken. 

CHARLES  P.  DEGREEE, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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HUDS09  0I1T. 


Within  the  limits  of  this  dty  there  were  returned  bj 
census  last  May^  nine  hundred  and  sixty-six  children  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen. 

There  are,  in  this  city,  four  public  schools,  in  all  of  which 
there  are  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  children  registered ; 
average  attendance,  four  hundred  and  twenty-three.  There 
are  employed  in  these  schools,  as  principals,  four  male  teach- 
ers, and  four  female  teachers,  as  assistants.  The  salaries  of 
the  principals  vary  from  five  hundred  dollars  to  six  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  annum.  The  salaries  of  tiie  assistants 
vary  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  dollars  per 
annum. 

The  common  council  of  this  dty  appropriated,  for  the 
current  year,  for  salaries,  books,  stationery,  fuel,  &c,  &c, 
about  four  thousand  dollars.  I>nring  the  summer,  a  new 
school  house  has  been  built  in  the  northern  portion  of  the 
city.  All  the  school  houses  are  furnished  with  maps,  docks, 
&c.,  and  the  schools  are  progressing  satisfactorily. 

In  addition  to  the  moneys  appropriated  by  the  common 
council,  a  sum  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  has 
been  appropriated  by  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  the 
county. 

These  schools  are  all  /r««.    The  pupils  are  required  to 
pay  nothing,  except  for  books  lost  or  destroyed. 
There  are  no  colored  children  attending  our  public  schools^ 

In  the  private  schools  of  the  city,  about  one  hundred 
children  are  instructed,  and  in  a  Roman  Catholic  school, 
recently  established,  about  one  hundred  more  are  instructed. 
The  salary  of  the  superintendent  of  public  schools  in  this 
city  is  fifty  dollars  per  annum. 

The  undersigned,  in  conclusion,  begs  leave  to  recommend 
the  appointment  of  a  state  board  of  education,  to  whom  all 
afiairs  pertaining  to  schools  and  education  shall  be  entrusted. 
This  is  the  case  in  many  of  the  Eastern  States,  where  it 
^orks  well.    Let  there  be  in  our  state  one  head  or  one  de- 
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partment,  iDstead  of  threes  as  at  present.    Its  advantages 
will  be  apparent  on  the  slightest  inspection. 

Two  Teachers'  Institutes  hare  been  holden  in  onr  citj^ 
under  the  ^  able  and  judicious  direction  of  Professor  J.  B. 
Thompson.  These  institutes  have  been  attended  bj  a  ma- 
jority  of  the  teachers  in  this  county,  and  will  continue  to  be 
so  attended.  The  advantages  of  these  institutes,  in  the  in- 
stmctions  communicated  to  the  teachers,  cannot  be  over 
estimated ;  and  their  results  to  the  pupils  of  these  teachers 
are  beyond  computation.  It  is  the  most  interesting  feature, 
and|  to  the  teacher  and  pupil,  the  most  remunerative  agent 
in  our  educational  system. 

N.  W.  CAMP, 
Town  Superintendent. 


JERSEY  CITY. 

The  cause  of  education  in  Jersey  City  has  not  been  marked 
by  any  thing  worthy  of  especial  notice  during  the  past  year, 
yet  wo  have  not  been  without  exertion  or  progress  in  this 
great  work. 

For  several  years  past  the  board  of  education  has  been 
untiring  in  its  efforts  to  obtain  greater  accommodations  for 
school  purposes ;  but  being  dependent  on  the  common  coun- 
cil, it  has  thus  far  been  unsuccessful.  We  still  hope,  how- 
ever, during  the  coming  year,  to  erect  a  school  building  with 
seats  for  one  thousand  pupils. 

We  now  have  two  first  class  buildings,  each  capable  of 
accommodating  one  thousand  children,  besides  a  school  for 
colored  children.  There  are  probably  one  thousand  chil- 
dren attending  private  schools.  The  number  of  children  in 
Jersey  City,  of  suitable  ages  to  attend  school,  is  five  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  forty-seven,  leaving  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-seven  unprovided  for.  Our  schools 
are  divided  into  three  departments,  male,  female  and  pri- 
maryi  under  the  care  of  one  male  principal  and  sixteen  female 
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teachers,  several  of  whom  have  long  been  engaged  in  tbis 
work ;  and  it  gives  me  pleasare  to  bear  testimony  to  their 
efficiency  and  devotion  to  the  cause. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  average  attendance  of 
pupils  is  much  greater  than  last  year,  and  their  advancement 
seems  entirely  satisfactory. 

Since  my  last  report  we  have  established  a  normal  school 
for  the  benefit  of  our  junior  teachers,  whicb  is  under  the 
care  of  one  of  our  efficient  principals.  This  school  has 
already  been  productive  of  the  most  beneficial  results.  Not 
only  is  there  a  marked  improvement  in  the  qualifications  of 
its  pupils,  their  manner  of  teaching ;  but  we  have  secured  a 
uniformity  in  the  mode  of  discipline,  of  instruction,  studies, 
and  in  the  general  arrangement  of  our  schools,  which  adds 
greatly  to  their  efficiency  and  usefulness. 

The  board  of  education  has  again  under  its  consideration 
the  establishment  of  evening  schools,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
whose  occupations  prevent  them  from  attending  the  day 
schools ;  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  its  efforts  will  be 
successful. 

The  cause  of  education  awakens  a  lively  interest  on  the 
part  of  our  citizens,  and  I  think  I  shall  be  fully  sustained  in 
the  remark  that  there  is  no  burden  which  they  bear  with 
more  cheerfulness  than  that  for  the  education  of  the  young. 

A.  S.  JEWELL, 
SuperintendenL 


MERGER  COUNTY. 


EAST  WINDSOR. 


There  has  been  considerable  embarrassment  during  the 
year,  occasioned  by  the  funds  not  being  available  until  so 
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late  in  the  year,  the  trustees  of  the  various  districts,  In  a 
majority  of  instances  being  obliged  to  procure  temporary 
loans  in  order  to  keep  the  schools  open,  and  in  one  incorpo- 
rated district  recourse  was  had  to  special  taxation. 

I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  a  great  injury  is  done  to 
the  schools  by  a  frequent  change  of  teachers,  as  their  inter- 
est in  the  progress  of  their  pupils  depends  much  upon  the 
length  of  time  in  which  they  have  been  engaged  in  conduct- 
ing their  studies.  This  is  also  one  of  the  principal  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  collecting  correct  statistical  information  in 
regard  to  the  schools,  because  the  teachers  are  not  sufficient- 
ly identified  with  the  schools  to  have  the  interest  required 
in  l:eeping  an  accurate  diary  merely  for  the  purposes  of  sta- 
tistics. 

One  great  cause  of  indifference  in  regard  to  their  studies 
among  pupils  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  infrequency  with  which 
the  parents  and  trustees  are  accustomed  to  visit  the  schools. 
This  I  have  endeavored  in  some  degree  to  correct  by  appoint- 
ing occasional  meetings,  and  inviting  the  parents  and  friends 
at  such  times  to  visit  the  schools  together. 

Before  concluding  this  report  allow  me  to  state  the  con- 
clusions to  which  I  have  arrived  by  observing  the  relative 
operation  of  corporal  punishment  and  moral  suasion.  I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  observe  the  effects  of  the  two  methods 
of  government,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  as  far  as  I 
am  able  to  judge,  not  only  is  the  scholar's  progress  more 
rapid,  where  appeals  are  made  to  his  honor  and  ambition, 
rather  than  to  his  fears,  but  the  very  object  for  which  corpo- 
ral punishment  is  so  often  recommended,  viz :  the  main- 
tenance of  order,  is  better  obtained  where  order  is  looked 
upon  as  an  effect  flowing  out  of  the  attentiveness  and  con- 
stant employment  of  the  scholar,  rather  than  as  something 
to  be  kept  up  as  a  separate  establishment. 

LLOYD  WILBUR, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 

8 
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HAMILTON. 


After  careful  examination  I  tbink  we  are  gradually  im- 
proving. Our  schools  have  been  pretty  well  supplied  with 
competent  teachers,  well  qualified  for  their  buBiness.  On 
account  of  some  of  our  teachers  not  keeping  any  registers, 
and  the  frequent  changes  of  teachers  in  some  districts,  I 
have  found  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  correct  statistics, 
still  I  believe  they  will  not  be  found  far  from  the  truth. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  erected  two  new  school 
houses  in  number  one  district.  They  have  built  a  large  and 
convenient  two-story  brick  school  house,  at  a  cost  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars,  and  raised  by  extra  tax  six  hundred  dollars 
towards  paying  for  the  same,  which,  together  with  the  amount 
on  hand,  will  enable  them  to  pay  for  their  house  and  sustain 
a  free  school  the  whole  year.  In  district  number  six  they 
have  erected  a  convenient  school  room  at  an  expense  of  six 
hundred  dollars,  using  the  school  funds  of  the  district  for 
that  purpose,  leaving  the  people  to  pay  for  their  tuition  the 
present  year,  individually,  i 

Teachers  have  been  examined,  and  when  found  competent, 
licensed  according  to  law.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  require 
teachers  to  report  to  the  town  superintendent,  before  they 
should  be  entitled  to  any  amount  of  the  public  money. 

WILLIAM  H.  WEST, 
Town  Superintendent. 


LAWRENCE. 

In  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  I  found  most  of 
the  districts  supplied  with  teachers,  some  of  whom  are  indi- 
viduals of  ability  and  experience.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to 
^v)-operate  in  their  efforts  to  prepare  the  youthful  mind  for 
th^  reception  of  useful  information  and  knowledge.  Although 
the  Schools  are  in  a  prosperous  condition,  some  labor  under 
a  disa,(i vantage  for  want  of  room  and  comforts  in  the  build- 
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ing.  Efforts  are  being  made  for  the  erection  of  more  smta** 
ble  buildings,  and  the  coming  year,  I  trust,  will  relieve  some 
of  the  districts  of  the  inconvenience  they  have  experienced. 
We  have  four  full  districts,  and  six  parts  of  districts  con* 
nected  with  the  adjoining  townships ;  teachers  about  equal 
in  number,  male  and  female,  receiving  a  salary  of  from  two 
hundred  and  sixty  to  eight  hundred  dollars.  As  the  law  re- 
specting county  examiners  has  been  unobserved,  the  duty 
often  rests  with  the  superintendent  alone,  and  often  a  disa* 
greeable  task  to  perform.  When  one  presents  himself  for  ex- 
amination, who  by  nature  and  want  of  education  is  wholly 
unfitted  for  the  duties  required  at  his  hands,  the  result  is 
painful  to  both.  How  guarded  should  we  be  in  our  selec- 
tion, for  in  their  hands  are  the  growing  minds  and  hopes  of 
our  republic. 

JAMES  G.  PHILLIPS, 
%     Town  Superintendent. 


PRINCETON. 

The  public  schools  of  our  township  have  greatly  improved 
since  I  made  my  last  report.  At  the  township  meeting,  in 
the  spring,  two  thousand  dollars  was  voted  for  school  pur* 
poses, — just  double  the  amount  voted  for  the  preceding  year. 
This  has  enabled  the  trustees  of  the  several  districts  to  keep 
the  schools  open  during  almost  the  entire  year.  The  at- 
tendance has  somewhat  increased,  although,  from  my  statis- 
tical report,  it  might  seem  otherwise.  In  my  report  for  last 
year,  I  included  all  the  children  attending  the  parochial 
schools,  as  these  schools  received  a  portion  of  the  public 
fund ;  this  year,  they  are  not  included. 

Early  in  the  year,  I  united  the  three  districts  into  which 
the  borough  of  Princeton  had  been  divided,  into  one  district. 
.This  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  here  a  first 
clasB)  graded,  public  school.  The  object  proposed  was  re- 
garded with  general — almost  universal  favor.    At  a  meeting 
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of  the  citizens  of  the  boA>agh,  one  thoosand  dollars  was 
unanimously  voted,  to  purchase  a  lot  for  a  public  school 
house,  and  five  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  a  build- 
ing. The  building  is  now  so  nearly  completed,  that  we  ex- 
pect to  occupy  it  immediately  after  the  first  of  January  next 
The  children  of  the  town  attending  the  public  school,  will 
then  be  divided  into  four  grades,  forming  as  many  distinct 
schoolS)  in  separate  rooms,  and  each  under  the  charge  of  a 
competent  teacher  from  the  state  normal  school.  We  hope, 
by  another  year,  to  report,  as  in  successful  operation  here,  a 
public  school  that  shall  not  be  inferior  to  any  in  the  state. 

JOHN  T.  DUFFIELD, 
Town  Superintendent 


WESff  WINDSOR. 

All  the  districts  of  this  township  have  been  supplied  with 
teachers  for  the  year,  except  number  one,  which  has  been  open 
but  nine  months.  Most  of  the  teachers  have  been  at  their 
posts  for  a  considerable  time,  which  I  deem  a  matter,  of  the 
utmost  importance  for  the  welfare  of  the  schools.  The  schools 
are  in  tolerably  healthy  condition.  Our  school  houses  are 
all  new,  or  nearly  so,  with  play  grounds  attached.  The 
books  used  are  Saunder's  Series  of  Readers,  1,  2,  3,  and  4 ; 
Comly's  Orthography,  Smith  and  Cole's  Grammar,  Mitchell's 
Primary  and  Descriptive  Geography,  Pike's,  Davies'  Smith's, 
Rose's  and  Emerson's  Arithmetic,  Davies'  Algebra.  There 
are  four  districts,  and  four  parts  of  districts ;  one  is  com- 
posed of  part  of  Lawrence,  and  one  of  part  of  South  Bruns- 
wick ;  one  of  part  of  East  Windsor,  and  the  other  of  Ham« 
ilton.  Our  schools  have  not  been  free.  They  cost  from  one 
dollar  to  two  dollars  per  quarter. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  just  add,  I  hope  the  day  is  not 
far  distant,  when  parents  and  teachers  will  take  a  deeper 
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interest  in  the  welfare  of  tlie  schools,  and  every  child  shall 
be  able  to  read  and  write. 

WILLIAM  WALTON, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 


MOXBOE. 


It  is  very  pleasant  to  us  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the  cause 
of  common  school  education,  in  this  township,  is  receiving 
an  increased  attention.  The  inhabitants,  generally j  attach 
a  higher  value  to  a  good  common  education  than  formerly, 
and,  perhaps,  the  majority  of  parents  may  be  said  to  demon- 
strate the  fact,  by  this  single  circumstance,  that  they  are  more 
willing  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  schools  than  formerly 
they  were.  The  current  year,  which  will  close  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  has  been  one  of  general 
improvement.  The  majority  of  the  schools  have  been  duly 
visited,  and  the  examinations  of  some  of  the  schools  have 
evinced  for  their  teachers,  a  care  and  interest  becoming  their 
high  position.  In  all  our  schools  are  taught  spelling,  read- 
ing, writing  and  arithmetic;  in  a  part,  English  grammar, 
geography,  history,  philosophy,  physiology,  algebra,  and 
vocal  music ;  to  which  add,  for  district  number  six,  drawing 
or  sketching.  Much  might  be  said  of  the  present  state* 
management  of  our  educational  interests ;  but  we  only  add, 
that,  in  our  opinion,  the  law  which  makes  the  business  of 
one  man  that  of  three,  is  impolitic,  and  we  earnestly  re- 
commend the  restoration  of  the  office  of  town  superintendent 
of  common  schools  in  the  township  of  Monroe. 

R.  G.  ISHAM, 
G.  H.  SNOWHILL, 
JAMES  IVES, 
Town  School  Committee, 
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NOBTH  BBUNBWICK. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  statnte,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  as  follows : — In  consequence  of  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Foote,  I  was  appointed  town 
superintendent,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  my  office 
October  thirteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven.  I  at 
once  commenced  visiting  the  schools  under  my  charge,  and 
am  happy  to  state,  that  I  found  them,  generally,  in  a  pros- 
perous condition.  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  that  anj 
examiners  are  appointed  for  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

Upon  visiting  the  schools  of  this  township,  I  observed  three 
things  worthy  of  note,  and  demanding  some  mode  of  correc- 
tion— 

First  The  irregular  attendance  of  scholars. 

This  arises  from  either  a  want  of  appreciation  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  education,  or  from  a  parsimonious  spirit  in 
parents,  the  children  being  obliged  to  work  on  the  farm  or 
in  the  factory,  whenever  the  parents  deem  proper. 

Second.  The  frequent  changing  of  teachers. 

Third.  The  absence  of  a  perfect  system  of  registration* 

This  arises,  in  a  measure,  from  the  frequent  changing  of 
teachers,  as  they  keep  the  register  only  for  their  own  satis* 
£^tion,  and  upon  their  leaving  the  school  it  is  either  carried 
away  or  destroyed. 

Before  concluding,  I  feel  bound  to  say,  that  the  statistics 
upon  which  the  enclosed  report  is  based,  are  taken  from  the 
memory  of  the  trustees  -and  teachers,  in  many  instances,  and 
not  from  the  record,  for  the  simple  reason  that  no  record 
was  in  existence. 

The  only  mode  in  which  we  can  succeed  in  carrying  out 
our  present  system  of  education  successfully,  is  by  the  dis- 
semination of  knowledge  among  the  people,  and  by  direct 
appeals,  awakening  in  them  a  desire  to  see  their  children 
educated  men  and  women.  To  this  end,  a  board  of  educa- 
tion is  appointed  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  whose  duty 
it  is,  especially,  to  make  known  the  advantages  of  education, 
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by  lectures,  &c.  Do  we  not  need  something  of  this  kind  to 
raise  our  people  from  the  lethargic  state  into  which  they 
are  fallen  ? 

HENRY  R,  BALDWIN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


PISCATAWAY. 

There  has  been  no  particular  change  in  the  condition  of 
the  schools  since  the  last  annual  report  was  made.  There 
are  twelve  districts,  with  thirteen  teachers,  (number  12,) 
having  two  rooms,  with  a  male  and  female  department  The 
schools  have  all  been  in  operation  most  of  the  year,  except 
numbers  two  and  eight,  which  are  both  small  districts,  and 
consequently  unable  to  keep  up  a  school,  except  in  the  winter 
season,  which  are  free  during  the  time  they  are  ii%operation. 
There  is  one  good  school  house  in  each  district,  except  in 
number  two,  which  has  none ;  they,  however,  rent  a  room 
for  the  winter  season.  The  teachers  are  all  licensed,  and 
well  qualified  to  fill  the  stations  they  occupy. 

In  June  last,  I  received  of  county  of  Middlesex  eighty- 
three  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents,  interest  on  surplus 
revenue ;  of  state  school  fund,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  fifty-one  cents,  being  one  half,  and  in  November^, 
one  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  the 
balance  to  be  paid  January  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty-eight.  The  township  voted  to  raise  two  thousand  dol- 
lars for  school  purposes,  which  makes  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand .five  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  and  thirty-nine 
cents.  In  addition  to  the  above,  it  will  require  about  twelve 
hundred  dollars  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  which 
deficiency  is  promptly  made  up  by  the  patrons  of  the  schools, 
making  the  sum  of  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents,  expended  during  the  year 
for  education  in  public  schools  in  the  township,  besides  a 
select  school  in  the  village  of  New  Market,  which  merits  and 
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receives  a  good  degree  of  patronage,  but  does  oot  come  under 
the  supervision  of  the  town  superintendent,  nor  receive  anj 
part  of  the  public  money. 

WILLIAM  MAUL, 
Totvn  SupetifUmdent 


SOUTH  AMBOY. 

By  a  recent  act  of  the  legislature,  the  supervision  of  the 
schools  in  this  township  is  entrusted  to  a  school  committee, 
who  in  compliance  with  the  law,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  in- 
closed report.  In  so  doing  it  affords  them  great  pleasure  to 
announce  the  fact  that  the  condition  of  the  schools  at  the 
present  time  is  encouraging.  Many  of  them  are  in  a  flour- 
ishing state,  under  the  care  of  competent  teachers  and  at- 
tentive trustees ;  others,  and  in  more  retired  portions  of  the 
township,  tre  not  so  prosperous,  on  account  of  the  lack  of 
interest  felt  by  the  people  generally,  or  the  parents  more 
particularly,  in  the  progress  of  education.  The  trustees  ap- 
pear to  be  too  much  wrapped  up  in  their  own  affairs  to  per- 
form the  duty  required  of  them  by  law,  consequently  we  see 
the  educational  interest  languish — the  "school  small,  and  an 
inferior  teacher  employed.  We  confidently  anticipate,  how- 
ever, that  at  the  close  of  another  scholastic  year  we  shall  be 
enabled  to  furnish  a  more  satisfactory  report. 

There  are  no  county  examiners.    Teachers  are  examined 
and  licensed  by  the  school  committee. 

OBADIAH  CLARK, 
S.  BOGARDUS, 
CHARLES  BROWN, 
School  Committee, 


SOUTH  BRUNSWICK. 


In  most  of  the  districts  the  schools  are  in  as  flourishing  a 
condition  as  they  have  been  the  past  few  years. 
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The  school  houses  are  the  most  of  them  in  a  comfortable 
condition ;  several  have  been  repaired  dnring  the  past  season. 

The  chosen  freeholders  of  Middlesex  county  did  not  ap- 
point  county  examiners,  nor  is  it  necessary  they  should.  We 
think  there  are  men,  or  ought  to  be  in  every  township,  capa- 
ble of  examining  teachers  for  public  schools,  consequently 
the  President  of  the  board  of  school  committee  has  per- 
formed that  duty  as  far  as  application  has  been  made ;  no 
teacher  to  receive  any  public  money  until  he  has  been  exam- 
ined and  obtained  his  license.  The  whole  number  of  chil- 
dren reported  by  the  trustees  of  the  seventeen  districts,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  are  eleven  hundred  and 
fourty-four,  being  thirty-one  more  than  was  reported  last 
year. 

The  whole  amount  of  money  appropriated  for  education 
in  this  township  for  this  year,  is  two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents,  viz :  township  tax, 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  five  hundred  less  than  last  year ;  state 
fund  five  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cts. ; 
interest  on  surplus  revenue  eighty-three  dollars  and  seventy- 
nine  cents.  The  first  state  apportionment,  with  the  interest 
on  surplus  revenue,  was  received  in  June  and  has  been  ap- 
propriated. A  part  of  the  second  state  apportionment  was 
received  in  November,  and  here  we  would  ask  why  the  delay 
of  one  half  of  the  second  state  apportionment,  it  certain- 
ly is  an  evasion  of  all  law  and  justice,  and  greatly  retards 
the  prosperity  of  our  schools,  consequently  the  school  com- 
mittee and  superintendents  get  blamed  wrongfully,  while 
the  diflBculty  exists  in  Trenton.  Why  is  this  difiSculty  ?  It 
certainly  must  be  remedied,  or  a  new  set  of  o£Bcers  appointed 
that  will  discharge  their  duty  more  punctually  than  it  has 
been  discharged  this  year.  Hundreds  of  comments  and  sug- 
gestions have  been  made  in  previous  reports  for  the  encour- 
agement of  schools,  and  all  to  no  effect.  We,  as  a  committee, 
hold  our  office  under  that  simple  supplement,  or  act  of  law, 
which  took  place  in  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one,  which 
act  was  unauthorized  by  the  people  of  this  township  or  thoir 
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representative,  and  should  never  have  been  recognized  by 
them,  from  the  fact  that  a  remonstrance  from  the  people  of 
this  township  had  been  presented  to  the  legislature  some 
years  previous,  to  prevent  doing  awaj  with  the  office  of  town- 
ship superintendent,  which  we  consider  indispensably  nec- 
essary to  the  welfare  of  schools.    This  motion  was  origioa- 
ted  outside  of  both  township  and  legislature,  from  selfish 
and  evil  disposed  motives,  and  has  been  regretted  by  the 
people  of  the  township,  and  by  the  legislators  themselves, 
from  the  fact  that  it  has  proved  derogatory  to  the  prosper* 
ity  of  our  schools.    To  pass  an  act  requiring  three  men  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  superintendent  without  compessa* 
tion,  was  absurd  and  inconsistent  with  plain  common  sense. 
As  well  might  the  people  gather  in  masses  and  pass  an  act 
compelling   the  legislators  to  render  their  services  to  the 
state  without  compensation.    We  hope  the  coming  legisla- 
ture will  repeal  this  unjust  and  uncalled  for  act,  and  shall 
ever  recommend  its  repeal. 

J.  I.  BULKELEY, 
WM.  N.  STULTS, 
J.  D.  HUBBARD, 
School  Committee* 


WOODBRIDGE. 

There  is  an  evident  improvement  in  most  of  the  schools, 
notwithstanding  so  little  attention  is  paid  to  them  by  the 
trustees  or  parents.  Since  the  last  report,  one  district  has 
been  added  to  this  township,  in  consequence  of  the  alteration 
of  the  line  between  Middlesex  and  Union  counties;:  thus 
locating  a  school-house  with  a  part  of  the  district  in  this 
township  which  was  formerly  in  the  other  county. 

We  have  no  county  examiners.  As  to  the  licensing  of 
teachers,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  town  superintendent,  in 
connexion  with  the  trustees,  are  the  most  suitable  committee  to 
examine  and  license  them.    It  introduces  the  teacher  to  the 
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trustees,  and  through  them  to  the  people  of  the  district ;  is 
calculated  to  increase  the  interest  which  ought  to  exist 
between  them,  and  leads  to  the  choice  of  the  best  men  for 
trustees.  Occasionally  a  teacher  has  been  engaged  who  has 
not  possessed  the  proper  qualifications  to  teach,  although 
sufficiently  learned ;  while  to  others  is  due  much  credit  and 
encouragement  for  laboring  with  so  much  zeal  and  success* 
In  the  transmission  of  funds,  why  might  not  the  law  be  so 
amended  as  to  allow  the  superintendent  to  draw  the  funds 
which  come  from  the  state  directly  from  the  county  clerk  ? 
and  what  authority  or  power  has  the  superintendent  to  de* 
mand  the  school  moneys  of  the  township  collector  if  he 
should  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  over  ? 

ELLIS  B.  FREEMAN, 

Toton  Superintendent. 


MONMOUTH  COUNTY. 


FBEEHOLD. 

Time,  the  most  faithful  steward  commissioned  by  Deity, 
has  again  performed  his  annual  circuit,  and  admonishes  us  of 
our  duty  to  render  you  a  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools,  for  the  year  past,  in  this  township. 

There  are  seven  entire  districts.  The  whole  number  of 
children,  as  reported,  are  nine  hundred  and  ninety,  an  in- 
crease of  fifty-five  over  last  year. 

There  are  seven  school  buildings.  These  are  all  frame, 
and  single  rooms,  except  the  one  in  this  village,  which  has 
two  rooms.  Most  of  these  buildings  are  in  a  comfortable 
condition,  good  play  grounds,  and  necessary  shade.  The 
house  in  district  number  three  is  much  out  of  order,  and  the 
trustees  are  talking,  and,  I  hope,  stearnely,  of  erecting  a  new 
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model  building,  next  summer,  either  wood  or  brick.  The 
trustees  of  this  district,  number  two,  have  purchased  a  lot 
of  ground  adjoining  the  present  location,  to  make  more 
ample  play  ground.  While  considering  this  part  of  my  re- 
port, i  cannot  refrain  expressing  my  regret,  that  so  little 
enterprise  and  interest  is  evinced  in  regard  to  taste  and 
neatness  in  our  school  rooms.  We  seem  to  think  any  kind 
of  building  will  do  to  educate  our  children  in,  while  we  are 
strictly  tenacious  to  have  everything  connected  with  onr 
dwellings,  and  even  our  out-houses,  of  the  most  neat  and 
convenient  order.  This  is  truly  an  error,  and  may  acconnt 
for  the  little  respect  and  regard  manifested  usually  by  sdiol- 
ars  for  their  school  homes.  Even  our  kitchen  departments 
are  painted  and  looked  after  far  more  than  our  school  rooms, 
for  it  is  a  rare  thing  to  see  paint  or  even  whitewash  on  the 
inner,  much  less  the  outer  part  of  them.  Shall  we  not  look 
with  more  interest  to  these  matters,  and  let  not  a  proper 
want  of  taste  and  attention  deprive  our  children  of  that 
which  they  really  require  ?  And  where  can  we  better  bestow 
our  labor  and  expense,  than  on  the  oflFspring  whom  God  has 
given  us,  the  dearest  pledge  upon  earth,  and  no  sacrifice 
should  be  too  great  to  encourage  good  habits  and  impressions, 
so  essential  to  a  successful  and  happy  life-  While  much  de- 
ficiency exists  in  the  culture  and  training  of  youth,  still 
much  good  has  been  effected,  and  boys  and  girls,  from  ten  to 
fourteen  years  old,  are  gaining  the  position  of  their  parents, 
and  can  teach  them  what  they  were  unable  to  attain  in  their 
day. 

The  books  used  are  similar  to  last  year's  report,  which 
have  a  hetorogeneous  order,  indeed.  This  matter  is  yet  to 
be  remedied.  Every  new  teacher  introduces  a  new  set  of 
books,  with  which  he  is  most  familiar,  and  consequently  the 
children  scarcely  become  acquainted  with  one  set,  before 
another  is  introduced ;  this  must  retard  the  progress  of  the 
learner.  For  this  remedy,  I  submit  we  must  apply  to  the 
state  normal  school,  and  let  their  selection  be  adopted  as  our 
uniform  standard.    This  would  lessen  the  expense  of  books 
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to  parents,  and  establish  a  permanent  basis  of  instruction. 
We  have  no  county  examiners ;  but  I  have  examined  and 
licensed  all  the  teachers  carefully,  and  must  say  that  our  in- 
structors are,  generally,  of  a  very  respectable  and  intelligent 
class.  I  have  placed  a  copy  of  Webster's  Unabridged  Dic- 
tionary in  every  school,  and  shall  take  means  to  procure  im- 
mediately Lippincott's  Pronouncing  Gazetteer.  These  valu- 
able works,  appropriated  by  the  state,  deserve  our  highest 
commendation. 

There  is  much  difiSculty  in  getting  the  teachers  to  keep 
plain  and  correct  statistics  of  the  daily  attendance  of 
children,  and  I  am  confident  that  a  large  majority  of  other 
townships  labor  under  the  same  difficulty.  I  have  introduced 
registers  into  every  school,  but  these  do  not  suffice.  In  order 
to  comply  more  faithfully  with  your  request  in  filling  up  the 
answers  to  your  questions,  I  suggest  that  the  state  furnish 
printed  forms  for  each  school,  and  then,  I  think,  there  would 
'be  no  fear  or  hesitation  on  the  part  of  teachers  to  execute 
this  duty.  Without  some  such  provision,  it  is  impossible  to 
give  you  the  required  information.  Our  township,  last  spring, 
voted  an  addition  of  five  hundred  dollars  to  the  amount  raised 
last  year.  This  they  thought  would  make  the  schools  about 
free ;  but  the  difficulty  is,  the  state  and  township  money  come 
in  so  scattering,  that  it  is  impossible  to  apportion  it  equally 
through  each  term,  and  therefore  children  are  not  fairly  bene- 
fitted. Our  township  money  comes  in  about  the  fii*st  of 
January,  making  much  the  largest  payment  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Could  there  not  be  an  arrangement  to  pay  the  state 
fund  about  the  same  time,  so  that  the  entire  amount  could  be 
fairly  equalized  throughout  the  year  ? 

The  trustees  have,  in  most  instances,  accompanied  me  in 
visiting  the  schools,  and  we  have  been  gratified  to  see  evi- 
dences of  much  improvement.  The  inhabitants  here  are 
manifesting  more  and  more  interest  in  education,  and  we 
believe  that  a  growing  appreciation  of  this  grand  desideratum 
is  occupying  the  public  mind  generally.  Let  the  day  then 
be  not  far  distant,  when  we  shall  see  our  beloved  country 
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assuming  a  higher,  and  still  higher  tone  of  interest  in  this 
worthy  cause,  when  an  honorable  spirit  of  riyalry  and  emula- 
tion shall  pervade  every  state  in  this  confederacy ;  and  as 
that  happy  era  shall  dawn  upon  us,  who  can  doubt  that  the 
star  of  liberty  will  rise  to  a  more  brilliant  and  exalted  po- 
sition, and  that  every  patriot  and  philanthropist  will  exult 
in  the  secure  and  permanent  destiny  of  this  great  republia 

B.  L.  COWAKT, 
Town  SuperifUeMdeni. 


HOWELL. 

The  past  year  with  us  has  been  one  of  great  embarrass- 
ment. Never  before  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  among  us 
have  financial  difficulties  been  so  general  and  so  great.  Yet 
in  our  school  interests  we  have  been  moving  steadily  on- 
ward. So  much  has  this  been  the  case,  that  I  shall  depart 
from  my  usual  custom  and  mention  by  name  the  districts  in 
which  the  greatest  improvement  has  been  made. 

In  district  No.  1,  the  inhabitants  have  enlarged  their 
house,  making  it  capable  of  seating  seventy  scholars. 

In  district  No.  8,  they  have  enlarged  theirs  also,  making  it 
capable  of  seating  sixty  scholars,  and  nearly  double  the 
number  it  would  formerly  contain. 

In  district  No.  11,  they  have  built  a  new  and  comfortiable 
house,  capable  of  seating  all  the  children  in  the  district. 

District  No.  3,  has  also  built  a  new  and  beautiful  house, 
at  a  cost  of  nearly  eight  hundred  dollars.  This  building  is 
in  a  farming  district,  but  would  be  an  ornament  to  any  town 
or  village  in  the  state. 

We  have  also  been  fortunate  in  our  teachers.  We  have 
not  before,  in  any  one  year,  been  favored  by  so  many  well 
qualified  and  excellent  instructors  as  have  taught  for  us 
during  the  past  year. 

The  Gazetteer  has  arrived  among  us,  and  is  received  with 
universal  favor. 
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I  have  complied  with  your  request,  and  credited  the  whole 
amount  apportioned  bj  the  freeholders,  though  one-fourth  of 
it  is  still  unpaid. 

At  our  last  town  meeting  the  inhabitants  of  this  township 
voted  to  raise  by  tax  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  schools  for 
the  ensuing  year.  This  does  not  give  entire  satisfaction ; 
yet  a  large  majority  prefer  this  to  the  old  plan  of  paying 
teachers  by  subscription.  They  would  still  greatly  prefer 
that  the  legislature  would  remedy  the  deficiencies  of  the 
treasury  by  a  state  tax,  and  the  deficiencies  of  our  schools 
by  making  them  free. 

GILBERT  T.  GULICK. 

Town  Superintendent. 

MATAVAN. 

Since  my  appointment  as  town  superintendent  I  have 
taken  much  pleasure  in  frequently  visiting  each  of  the 
schools  and  conferring  with  instructors  and  their  pupils.  A 
great  change  for  the  better  is  manifest  on  the  part  of  pa- 
rents. They  are  more  liberal  in  sustaining  schools,  more 
anxious  for  the  advancement  of  their  children,  both  in  know- 
ledge and  in  morals.  I  take  them  with  me  in  my  visits  to 
the  school,  and  the  results  are  most  pleasing,  encouraging 
the  teacher  and  stimulating  the  efforts  of  the  children  to  get 
knowledge. 

Our  academy  has  undergone  a  great  change  in  many  re- 
spects, having  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  supplied  with 
the  improved  seats,  desks,  books,  and  teachers.  It  is  under 
the  care  of  J,  W.  Schermerhorn  and  three  assistant  teachers. 
Its  instruction  and  discipline  is  being  felt  throughout  the 
other  schools,  so  that  both  trustees,  masters,  and  pupils,  are 
putting  forth  increased  efforts  to  elevate  the  tone  and  meas- 
ure of  common  school  instruction. 

CHARLES  WEBSTER, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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OCEAN. 


I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  schools  under  my  su- 
pervision show  a  marked  improvement,  the  most  distinctire 
features  of  which  are  a  close  scrutiny  in  the  selection  of 
teachers,  a  more  liberal  attendance  of  scholars,  and  a  spirit 
of  encouragement  and  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  patrons 
of  the  school.  I  feel  compelled  to  enter  my  protest  against 
the  mauy  different  kinds  of  books  that  I  find  in  use  in  oar 
schools,  nearly  every  teacher  having  a  favorite  author,  there- 
by compelling  the  parents  of  poor  children,  who  may 
move  from  one  part  of  the  township  to  another,  to  get 
another  distinct  set  of  books ;  however,  I  trust  that  this  ob- 
jection will  soon  be  removed,  from  the  fact  of  public  opinion 
being  so  strongly  against  it.  Our  school  houses  are  in  very 
good  condition ;  there  are  also  some  new  buildings  being 
erected  after  the  most  approved  modern  plans,  particular 
pains  being  used  in  their  location,  as  well  as  constructing  them 
with  especial  reference  to  the  comfort  of  all  concerned. 

There  has  been  no  examiners  appointed  for  the  county. 

The  schools  in  the  township  have  been  kept  free,  without 
assessments  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts. 

RICHARD  S.  POOLE, 
Town  Superintendent 


SHBEWSBUBY. 

We  have  eight  full  districts  and  three  parts  of  districts 
in  this  township,  all  of  which  are  in  good  condition  and  there 
appears  to  be  an  increasing  interest  felt  on  the  part  of  the 
inhabitants  towards  common  schools.  In  our  township  we 
have  built  two  new  school  houses  the  past  year,  and  have 
opened  new  schools  in  the  same. 

In  district  number  four  we  have  three  schools,  one  male, 
one  female,  and  one  for  both  sexes,  or  a  juvenile  school, 
all  which  are  in  the  very  best  condition,  and  may  justly  be 


129 

termed  model  schools ;  the  other  districts  are  supplied  with 
good  teachers.  We  have  had  several  changes  of  teachers 
through  the  year ;  the  summer  and  fall  the  schools  have  been 
kept  by  female  teachers,  but  at  present  have  only  two  female 
teachers  in  the  township.  The  schools  labor  under  a  disad- 
vantage for  want  of  a  regular  system  of  books  throughout ; 
hoping  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  see  it  re- 
moved. We  raise  the  present  year  three  dollars  per  head, 
exclusive  of  the  state  and  county  funds. 

JOSEPH  W.  BORDEN, 
Town  Superintendent. 

UPPER   FREEHOLD. 

Examiners  have  not  been  appointed  in  this  county. 

Three  districts  have  maintained  free  schools,  but  they  have 
not  been  kept  open  on  the  average  more  than  nine  months  in 
the  year. 

The  most  prominent  obstacle  to  the  acquisition  of  an  edu- 
cation attainable  in  our  common  schools,  is  the  great  remiss- 
ness manifested  by  parents  and  guardians,  who  either  keep 
their  children  at  home  to  work,  when  their  assistance  might 
be  dispensed  with,  or  allow  them  to  stay  idle,  because  they 
have  no  inclination  to  go  to  school.  I  regret  to  say  that  I 
believe  this  may  be  made  a  general  charge,  though  a  number 
of  commendable  exceptions  are  apparent. 

The  irregularity  of  attendance,  consequent  upon  the  in- 
dulgence and  mistaken  economy  of  those  who  have  the 
charge  of  children  is  a  great  disadvantage  to  the  pupils,  and 
makes  their  instruction  and  classification  by  the  teacher 
much  more  arduous  and  unpleasant. 

The  public  appreciation  of  a  good  common  school  educa- 
tion has,  for  several  years  past,  been  gradually  on  the  in- 
crease ;  but  there  still  seems  a  general  reluctance  to  make 
any  sacrifice  in  order  to  obtain  the  means  for  its  accom- 
plishment. 

The  trustees  of  the  different  district  schools  have  gen- 
erally been  so  fortunate  that  they  have  secured  the  services 
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of  those  who  were  interested  and  successful  in  teaching,  and 
so  satisfactory  has  been  the  compensation  and  treatment  of 
teachers,  that  several  who,  some  years  ago,  were  incumbents 
of  different  districts,  have  returned  and  resumed  their  for- 
mer situations  and  employment. 

EZEKIEL  COMBS, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 


MORRIS  COUNTY. 

CHATHAM. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  number,  condition.  Ac, 
of  the  public  schools  in  the  township  of  Chatham.  All  the 
teachers  have  been  duly  examined  and  licensed,  and  the  in- 
terest in  the  schools  in  most  of  the  districts  increases  yearly, 
while  in  others  it  is  not  so,  but  the  greatest  impediment  is 
the  want  of  competent  teachers ;  not  the  want  of  persons  of 
suflBcient  **  learning,*'  but  those  who  have  didactic  gifts,  and 
are  willing  to  apply  them.  May  we  not  hope  for  some  little 
relief  from  the  Normal  School,  although  the  whole  number 
of  pupils  therein  would  scarcely  supply  teachers  for  one 
county. 

No  county  examiners  have  ever  been  appointed  in  this 
county,  nor  is  it  probable  there  ever  will  be  without  an 
amendment  of  the  law.  On  any  subject,  a  law  without  a 
penalty  is  useless,  but  becomes  simply  ridiculous,  when  on  the 
subject  of  education  it  requires  acts  to  be  performed  by  a 
usually  illiterate,  always  irresponsible,  and  sometimes  reck- 
less body  of  men.  It  is  high  time  that  the  requirements  of 
the  freeholders  was  removed,  or  a  penalty  annexed  that  will 
ensure  the  performance  of  the  duties  enjoined.  On  the 
whole,  however,  the  law  operates  favorably. 

H.  P.  GREEN, 
Town  Superintendents 
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CHESTER. 

I  have  visited  all  the  schools  of  the  township  as  often  as 
circumstances  will  permit,  which  is  at  least  once  per  quarter. 
In  the  numerous  visits  I  have  made  to  the  schools  in  this 
township,  I  have  been  able  to  discern  a  gradual  improve- 
ment in  the  schools  themselves,  but  very  little  increase  of 
interest  on  the  part  of  parents  and  trustees. 

Most  of  the  districts  are  enabled  to  have  free  schools  for 
six  months ;  the  remainder  of  the  year  the  houses  are  locked, 
and  the  children  running  at  large  forgetting  what  they  have 
learned. 

In  this  county  we  have  no  board  of  examiners,  and  conse- 
quently this  duty  devolves  upon  the  superintendent  and 
trustees.  This  is  a  great  error.  It  leads  to  the  exceeding- 
ly dangerous  practice  of  employing  teachers  that  are,  in  the 
majority  of  instances,  incompetent.  No  teacher  should  ever 
be  allowed  to  enter  a  school  room  for  the  purp9se  of  teach- 
ing, or  be  employed  by  a  body  of  trustees  until  he  produces 
a  certificate  of  license  from  the  proper  authorities. 

Nothing  but  a  positive  enactment  to  this  eflfect  will  ever 

work  a  change. 

STEPHEN  H.  LEEK, 

Town  Superintendent* 


HANOVER. 

The  schools  in  the  township,  though  in  most  cases  moving 
on  with  a  good  degree  of  progress  and  prosperity,  furnish 
some  unhappy  cases  of  alienation,  strife,  and  division.  The 
chief  cause  has  been  in  relation  to  the  teachers  to  be  em- 
ployed. Trustees  and  patrons  at  variance,  or  trustees  at 
variance  among  themselves ;  and  sometimes  strife  and  divis- 
ion pervading  both  bodies  at  the  same  time. 

The  question  who  shall  be  the  teacher,  is  one  regarded 
with  an  eye  so  jealous,  by  the  people  that  it  would  be  well 
if  we  could  have  an  alteration  in  our  law,  so  as  to  allow  the 
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*  patrons  a  vote,  in  conjanction  with  the  trustees,  on  that 
question.  This  might  be  easily  done  by  inserting  (in  sec- 
tion ninth  of  the  law  of  1846)  before  the  words  "  to  con- 
tract," the  clause  **  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
patrons  present,  after  two  days'  notice  given  by  the  trustees, 
to  the  district,  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  for  the  elec- 
tion of  a  teacher." 

Such  a  clause  would  have  saved  two  of  our  most  important 
districts,  the  past  year,  an  untold  amount  of  toil,  cost  and 
trouble,  and  scarcely  less  of  either  or  of  all  would  have  been 
spared  by  the  addition  of  merely  two  words  in  section  third 
of  the  law  of  1851.  In  the  tenth  line,  instead  of  the  words, 
"  such  of  them,"  let  the  law  read,  "  such  of  the  trustees  as 
shall  attend,"  &c.  Then  again,  same  section,  twentieth  line, 
substitute  the  words  **  the  trustees"  for  the  word  **  them," 
so  as  to  make  it  read  "  a  majority  of  the  trustees."  The 
reason  for  the  former  clause  is  the  self-evident  truth  that  in 
proceeding  to  examine  a  teacher,  you  need  a  man  present 
competent  to  examine ;  while  the  reason  for  the  latter  clause 
is,  that  while  all  trustees  may  not  be  qualified  to  examine 
a  man  for  teacher,  yet  they  are  competent  to  revoke  the 
license  of  a  teacher  who  is  by  the  experiment  found  to  be 
useless,  or  unworthy  of  his  place. 

Then  again,  we  want  a  law  saying  that  no  superintendent 
shall  pay  a  teacher  until  the  teacher  has  furnished  the  report 
you  require.  This  would  save  the  state  the  necessity  of  re- 
ceiving, in  so  many  cases,  a  report  predicated  on  proportions 
estimated  for  the  whole  from  statistics  obtained  from  a  part. 

Then  again,  we  want  an  addition  to  our  present  law,  that 
all  the  moneys  to  be  paid  to  the  town  superintendents  shall 
be  drawn  by  an  order  from  the  town  collector ;  and  not 
leave  us,  as  bow,  under  the  necessity  of  going  to  the  town 
collector  for  one  part,  and  then  traversing  the  township  to 
find  the  town  committee  for  an  order  for  the  rest.  All 
which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  FORD, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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MORRIS. 


The  schools  in  this  township  have  been,  for  the  most  part, 
taught  during  the  year  by  competent  teachers,  several  of 
whom  have  continued  in  the  same  school  more  than  a  year. 
In  other  cases,  however,  schools  have  suflFered  from  an  al- 
most quarterly  change  of  teachers.  The  great  desideratum 
of  permenancy  has  not  been  attained  to  the  extent  it  should 
be ;  there  is  too  much  dependence  upon  mere  chance 
comers  from  abroad  seeking  merely  a  summer's  or  a  winter's 
engagement  to  aid  them  pecuniarily  in  carrying  out  some 
other  project.  The  interests  of  the  school  are  thus  made 
subordinate,  and  sufiFer  accordingly.  Our  hope  is  that  the 
State  Normal  School  will  soon  begin  to  correct  this  evil  by 
a  supply  of  qualified  professional  teachers. 

But  it  is  also  proper  to  state,  that  this  want  of  perma* 
nency  in  teachers'  engagements  is  not  always  to  be  attrib- 
uted to  them.  The  negligence  of  employers,  in  some 
eases,  to  supply  the  deficiency  caused  by  the  inadequate  ap- 
propriation of  public  money  obliges  those  to  leave  who 
otherwise  would  prefer  to  remain ;  and  this  generally  occurs 
in  the  case  of  the  most  eflScient  teachers,  who,  knowing  that 
they  can  readily  obtain  employment  elsewhere,  will  not  sub- 
mit to  such  annoyances.  Those  least  worth  retaining  will 
continue  on  for  whatever  they  can  realize.  When  New  Jer- 
sey shall  follow  the  example  of  other  states  in  adopting, 
under  proper  restrictions,  an  entirely  free  public  school  sys- 
tem, then  and  then  only  will  this  and  other  attendant  evils 
be  remedied. 

In  none  of  our  districts,  in  which  schools  have  been  taught 
during  the  whole  year,  have  they  been  entirely  free.  Some 
have  been  open,  and  free,  until  the  public  money  was  ex- 
pended, and  then  discontinued. 

All  the  teachers  employed  have  been  examined  and  li- 
censed according  to  law,  and  all  the  schools  visited  quar- 
terly, and  examined  and  addressed  by  the  superintendent,  in 
some  cases  accompanied  and  assisted  by  one  or  more  trustees. 
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The  duties  of  the  superintendent  of  public  schools  is  of 
such  importance,  and  such  is  the  extent  of  Morris  township, 
and  the  number  of  districts  and  schools  embraced  in  it,  and 
the  distance  between  them,  that  the  office  requires  a  person 
of  ample  leisure,  as  well  as  one  deeply  interested  in  the 
cause  of  education.  My  own  professional  duties  prevent  my 
devoting  myself  so  fully  to  them  as  I  should  otherwise  take 
pleasure  in  doing,  or  as  the  interests  of  the  schools  demand. 

E.  N.  CRANE, 

Tofjon  SuperintendenL 


PEQUANNOCK. 

Our  schools  have  generally  kept  open  during  the  year, 
and  well  attended.  Some  have  been  free  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  year,  and  one  school  has  been  free  during^  the 
whole  year.  The  want  of  good  teachers,  in  a  few  instances, 
has  delayed  the  progress  of  a  few  of  our  schools.  Gen- 
erally all  have  moved  on  smoothly,  and  in  many  there  has 
been  a  considerable  improvement.  We  have  connected,  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  with  one  of  our  district  schools  a  select 
school,  which  must  prove  a  general  benefit.  The  lack  of 
interest  taken  by  some  trustees  has  been,  in  some  instances, 
a  stumbling  block  to  the  cause  of  education,  and  it  wonld  be 
advisable  for  the  people  to  see  more  particularly  to  the  elec* 
tion  of  suitable  persons  for  trustees,  as  the  prosperity  of  our 
schools  depends  upon  their  action  in  a  great  measure.  We 
have  had  in  our  township  some  serious  disputes  as  to  the 
true  construction  of  our  school  laws,  which,  I  am  now  happy 
to  state,  (as  I  have  been  informed,)  have  been  settled,  and 
all  of  our  schools  are  now  in  a  peaceable  and  prosperous 
condition.  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  the  atten- 
tion of  the  legislature  called  to  some  points  of  the  sdiool 
law,  and  have  the  same  revised.  • 

The  inhabitants  of  our  township,  as  usual,  have  been  lib- 
eral  in  raising  money  for  school  purposes. 
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The  amount  raised  bj^  tax  being     -        -    $^  J99  53 
The  amount  received  from  the  state        -      1,113  97 


Amounting  to  -        -        -        -        -    $3,913  50 

The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  the  township  over  five, 
and  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  being  1522,  which  would 
amount  to  about  $2  57  for  each  scholar,  if  all  attended 
school ;  but  as  a  great  many  never  attend  school,  it  gives  to 
each  scholar  a  much  larger  amount. 

J.  R.  S.  BANTA, 

ROCKAWAY. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a  larger  number  of  children  by 
nearly  one  hundred,  attended  the  schools  this  year  than 
did  the  year  previous.  Two  of  the  schools  were  in  session 
twelve  months,  allowing  six  weeks  for  vacation.  By  frequent 
visits  to  the  schools  and  conference  with  the  teachers,  I  per- 
ceive some  ad  vancement  in  the  standard  of  our  common  schools, 
and  also  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  patrons.  All  the 
teachers  inform  me  that  it  is  a  serious  embarrassment  to  their 
efforts  in  teaching  the  children,  that  so  little  interest  is  mani- 
fested by  the  patrons.  In  the  majority  of  the  districts  in  this 
township,  I  am  credibly  informed,  that  not  a  single  trustee 
has  visted  the  schools !  In  some  cases  a  whole  quarter  has 
passed  without  a  single  visitor  I  In  two  cases  of  a  popular 
movement  to  change  the  management  of  the  schools,  I  am 
informed,  that  even  the  reformers  had  not  once  visited  the 
school  to  learn,  by  their  own  inspection,  the  grievances  of 
which  they  complained.  Some  of  these  patrons  will  scarcely 
allow  their  cows  or  pigs  to  be  fed,  or  a  horse  or  an  ox  to  be 
shod,  without  a  personal  supervision,  and  yet  they  are,  to 
this  day,  innocent  of  ever  darkening  the  doors  of  the  school 
room  in  which  their  sons  and  daughters  are  being  educated. 
Could  the  small  pox  be  reported  as  in  our  district  school 
houses,  the  great  majority  of  parents  could  not  be  more 
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carefal  not  to  venture  into  them  than  they  now  are.  By  pri- 
vate labor,  I  have  sought  to  correct  this  fatal  bindrance  in 
the  way  of  onr  schools.  Our  citizens,  in  some  respects,  have 
done  admirably  well.  By  a  large  majority,  they  voted  at  the 
last  town  election  to  raise  '<  two  dollars  a  scholar"  for  school 
purposes ;  but  I  am  convinced  that  they  may  vote  to  raise 
twenty-two  dollars  a  scholar,  and  yet  their  schools  not  rise 
above  mediocrity,  so  long  as  the  patrons  do  not  take  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  them.  There  is  not  a  district  in  this  town- 
ship which  cannot,  by  this  single  means,  with  the  assistance 
now  given  from  the  public  funds,  increase  the  efi&ciency  and 
interest  of  its  school  one  hundred  per  cent,  in  twelve  months. 

Another  very  serious  embarrassment  in  the  way  of  progress 
in  our  schools,  is  the  want  of  books  and  the  diversity  in 
books.  Some  parents,  either  from  inability  or  inattention, 
send  their  children  to  school  without  books ;  and  among  the 
books  brought,  are  all  the  diversities  that  can  be  imagined, 
from  Daboll's  Arithmetic  to  Thompson's  or  Bay's,  and  fi*om 
Noah  Webster's  Spelling  Book  down  to  some  modern  books 
which  are  no  improvement  The  consequence  is,  that  the 
teacher  works  to  a  sad  disadvantage,  from  the  unnecessary 
multiplication  of  classes.  There  must  be  some  uniformity 
in  the  matter  of  books,  or  much  force  be  wasted  in  teaching 
the  schools. 

I  have  already  said  that  the  people  voted  to  raise,  the 
present  year,  two  dollars  to  every  child  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  eighteen  years.  The  measure  was  carried  by  a 
strong  majority,  but  in  the  face  of  a  very  intelligent  minoritj, 
who  opposed  the  measure  because  of  its  increasing  the  taxes 
so  largely,  and  also  because  they  alleged  that  it  was  wrong 
to  tax  those  who  had  no  children  to  send  to  school,  in  order 
to  educate  the  children  of  other  people.  This  argument  is 
as  forcible  here  as  it  can  be  any  where,  because  the  bulk  of 
the  property,  especially  the  mines  and  mills,  belong  to  a  few 
persons,  some  of  them  non-residents.  Some  of  these  com- 
plain that  the  burden  of  these  schools  fall  on  a  few,  whilst 
the  mass  who  vote  the  tax  pay  nothing  towards  it    Besides 
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this,  I  find  some  very  intelligent  men  who  donbt  whether, 
on  the  whole,  our  schools  are  benefitted  by  making  them  free. 
I  state  these  things  as  facts,  and  as  a  matter  of  justice  to 
those  who  are  not  in  favor  of  the  tax,  which  was  designed  to 
be  large  enough  to  pay  for  a  free  school  in  every  district, 
the  larger  part  of  the  year. 

Thus  far,  I  think,  the  plan  has  worked  wdl^  but  facts  may 
transpire  to  change  my  opinion.  I  tjm,  in  theory,  a  believer 
in  free  schools ;  but  at  the  same  time,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
even  free  schools  will  fail  to  be  very  eflBdent  in  this  town- 
ship, if  they  fail  to  enlist  the  intelligent  interest  and  di- 
rection of  such  men  as  are  included  in  the  minority  which 
opposed  the  town  tax  last  spring. 

I  have  labored  to  have  singing  introduced  into  our  schools, 
and  with  some  success,  being  convinced  that  an  occasional 
song  at  the  right  time  has  a  kindlier  effect  than  the  ferule  or 
rattan.  Wherever  it  has  been  tried,  the  effect  has  been 
happy,  and  I  verily  believe,  if  it  were  practised  in  every 
school  in  the  township,  it  would  have  a  marked  effect,  in  in- 
creasing the  daily  average  of  attendance.  No  doubt  many 
children  need  the  rod  occasionally,  but  I  am  certain,  that  if 
teachers  would  dissipate  the  foul  airs  of  their  school  rooms, 
by  ventilation,  and  then  rouse  the  interest  of  the  scholars  by 
a  lively  glee,  they  would  find  the  good  of  all  parties  pro- 
moted. 

Some  of  our  school  houses  are  inconvenient,  and  they  need 
to  be  improved.  Our  new  school  rooms  are  quite  convenient, 
as  to  size  and  ventilation,  but  the  most  convenient  of  them 
would  be  improved  by  the  introduction  of  more  comfortable 
seats,  such  as  are  had  in  the  schools  of  the  larger  towns. 

But,  in  conclusion,  let  me  say  again,  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  tap  root  of  all  our  difficulties  is  the  want  of  practical 
interest  in  the  schools  on  the  part  of  parents  and  citizens. 
Could  we  rectify  this  difficulty,  the  others  would,  in  due 
time,  disappear.    The  state  and  town  may  be  never  so 
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generous,  and  yet  this  want  of  interest  to  which  I  refer,  will 
defeat,  in  a  great  measure,  the  beneficent  results  intended. 

JOSEPH  F.  TUTTLE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


BOXBUBY. 

I  would  suggest  that  any  book,  map,  &c.,  provided  by  the 
state  for  schools,  should  be  drawn  on  the  order  of  the  town 
superintendent,  and  by  him  distributed  among  the  schools* 
Under  the  present  system  many  of  the  schools  never  receive 
their  books.  And  I  would  also  suggest  that  the  superintend- 
ent be  authorized  to  furnish  books  for  each  district,  and 
every  teacher  be  obliged  before  receiving  public  money  to 
show  his  record  in  such  book,  of  time  he  has  kept,  form  of 
tuition,  number  and  names  of  scholars. 

A.  N.  RIGGS, 
Town  Superintendent, 


WASHINGTON. 

In  transmitting  to  you  my  annual  report  I  would  merely 
add  the  reported  number  of  teachers  have  been  regularly 
examined  and  licensed  according  to  law,  or  at  least  accord- 
ing to  that  point  where  it  says  that  "  in  case  there  be  no  coun- 
ty examiners  appointed,  the  duty  of  licensing  teachers  shall 
fall  upon  the  superintendent  and  trustees."  But  this  point 
I  deem  an  error  in  our  school  law,  and  would  suggest  that 
the  power  be  given  exclusively  to  the  superintendent,  in  case 
there  be  no  examiners  appointed,  and  my  reasons  are — 

First.  That  it  frequently  happens  (or  has  with  me  at  least) 
that  the  trustees  are  in  favor  of  granting  licenses  to  those 
who  are  not  capable  of  teaching,  and  corsequently  license 
them  contrary  to  the  wish  of  the  superintendent 

Second.  That  the  trustees  of  many  of  our  schools  are  not 
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capable  of  judgiDg  Tfhether  a  teacher  (or  at  least  an  appli- 
cant) is  worthy  of  a  license  or  not. 

Now,  for  these  reasons  I  object  to  the  above  referred  to 
point,  in  onr  school  law,  having  been  opposed  and  compelled 
to  grant  licenses  to  such  as  were  undoubtedly  unworthy  sev- 
eral times  since  I  have  served  as  superintendent,  and  would 
it  not  be  well  for  the  legislature  to  consider  this  matter  at 
the  coming  session  ? 

Our  schools  have  mostly  been  kept  open  during  the  year, 
but  some  have  not  on  account  of  the  dilapidated  condition  of 
the  school  houses  ;  but  we  are  hoping  that  a  better  day  will 
come  soon,  when  our  old  and  decayed  cabins,  called  school 
houses>  shall  give  place  to  new  and  more  commodious  ones, 
and  when  our  teachers  shall  be  such  as  will  strive  for  the 
temporal  and  eternal  welfare  of  the  rising  generation. 

THEODORE  NAUGHRIGHT. 

Town  Superintendent 


OCEAN  COUNTY. 


BRICK. 

Our  schools  at  present  are  in  a  good  condition.  They  all 
(except  in  one  of  the  districts  where  they  are  erecting  a  new 
house)  are  going  on.  The  teacher's  and  scholars  express  an 
earnestness  for  the  improvement  of  the  mind  and  advance- 
ment of  education,  on  which  depends  our  nation's  future 
happiness.  The  most  of  our  teachers  at  present  are  of  our 
own  state's  raising.  Most  of  our  schools  want  more  interest 
taken  in  the  furnishing  of  books,  that  teachers  may  fix  a 
more  uniform  rule  in  their  school. 

We  axiously  hope  for  the  time  when  our  schools  may  bo 
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made  free  from  state  and  other  Bonrces ;  that  our  schools  may 
be  open  yearly ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  shall  we  see  the  cause 
of  learning  advance  to  the  desire  of  ns  all. 

SAMUEL  S.  OSBORN, 
Town  SuperifUendent. 


JACKSON. 

I  think  there  is  a  little  advancement  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation in  this  township,  although  not  as  much  as  should  be 
visible  in  the  term  of  one  year  since  my  last  report.  In 
district  number  three  the  inhabitants  are  erecting  a  new 
house,  which  is  very  much  needed,  the  old  one  being  in  very 
bad  condition  for  a  winter  school.  Several  of  the  other 
houses  are  in  bad  condition,  yet  they  have  schools  at  the 
present  time.  I  have  endeavored  to  visit  each  school  once 
in  each  quarter,  and  to  examine  into  the  case  of  said  schools; 
having  regard  to  the  morals  as  well  as  the  literary  qualifica- 
tion of  the  teachers.  As  there  are  no  county  examiners  ap- 
pointed in  this  county,  it  has  been  my  endeavor  to  have 
competent  teachers  employed. 

JOHN  CONINE, 
Tovm  Superintendent 


PLUMSTED. 

We  have  had  much  that  was  unpleasant  in  connection  with 
the  schools  in  districts  number  one  and  four,  two  adjoining 
districts,  which  include  the  village  of  New  Egypt  and  vicin- 
ity.   An  increasing  interest  has  been  awakened  in  this  vi-^ 
cinity,  on  the  subject  of  the  education  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion, and  a  persevering  effort  has  been  made  within  the  last 
year  to  improve  the  character  and  elevate  the  standard  of 
our  public  schools.    Much  opposition  was  met  with,  and 
every  possible  obstacle  thrown  in  the  way,  and  a  determina- 
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tion  manifested  by  some  individoals  to  prevent  any  change 
or  improvement  being  made,  if  possible ;  but  all  their  efforts 
were  failures,  and  the  contemplated  changes  were  made,  and 
we  have  much  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  im* 
proved  condition  of  our  schools.  These  two  districts  were 
formerly  one,  and  until  within  the  last  few  years  the  school 
maintained  the  even  tenor  of  its  way  under  one  and  the  same 
teacher  for  more  than  thirty  years;  nor  in  all  that  time,  as  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  has  there  been  a  single  person  edu- 
cated at  that  school  exclusively,  competent  to  teach  a  com- 
mon district  school.  There  were  many  reasons  for  believing 
that  a  judicious  change  of  teachers  would  add  greatly  to  the 
efficiency  of  our  schools,  and  their  improvement  both  in  an 
educational  and  moral  sense.  But  a  reformation  of  this  kind 
is  a  work  of  time,  and  involves  so  many  influences,  both  in 
and  out  of  the  school  house,  that  we  must  be  content  to  see 
a  gradual  improvement  from  year  to  year,  being  ever  watch- 
ful and  faithful  to  our  own  duties.  When  parents  and  guard- 
ians generally  become  fully  sensible  of  the  extent  and  im- 
portance of  their  duties  to  their  children,  whom  God  has 
made  dependent  upon  them,  and  when  teachers  enter  upon 
their  duties  with  a  proper  sense  of  the  responsibility  in- 
volved in  those  duties,  a  due  regard  for  the  well  being  of  the 
children  entrusted  to  their  charge,  and  for  the  sacred  confi- 
dence reposed  in  them  by  the  parents  of  those  children, 
then  and  not  till  then  can  we  reasonably  expect  our  schools 
to  be  all  that  that  thoy  might  aind  should  be.  What  can  be 
imagined  more  execrable,  more  vile,  than  for  a  school  teacher 
86  far  to  forget  his  manhood,  so  far  to  forget  the  sacredness 
of  his  calling  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  parents, 
as  to  poison  the  minds  of  innocent  young  girls  and  involve 
them  in  moral  ruin,  making  them  a  shame  and  reproach  upon 
their  sex,  instead  of  training  their  young  minds  in  innocence 
and  purity,  preparing  them  to  be  ornaments  to  society,  and 
the  pride  and  comfort  of  their  parents  and  friends ;  and  yet 
it  is  generally  believed  that  such  outrages  have  repeatedly 
been  committed  in  this  place.    Is  ic  a  wonder  that  some  are 
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prepared  to  make  every  possible  effort  for  the  protection  of 
their  own  and  their  neighbors'  children  ?  It  w  a  wonder 
that  this  state  of  things  has  been  allowed  to  exist  so  long. 
We  hope  to  never  have  such  a  reproach  on  ns  again.  The 
before  named  two  districts  have  now  united  their  funds  and 
established  one  free  school,  which  is  giving  excellent  satis- 
faction. We  have  also  a  very  flourishing  select  school  in 
the  village,  which  is  doing  much  credit  to  its  board  of  teach- 
ers, four  in  number.  The  district  school  teacher  has  also 
an  evening  school  for  young  men,  which  numbers  twenty-five 
scholars.  In  view  of  all  these  facts  I  think  we  can  safely 
say  that  education  is  receiving  much  more  attention  from  a 
portion  of  this  community  than  it  formerly  did,  yet  we  have 
to  regret  that  many  are  so  blind  to  their  best  interests  as  to 
oppose  nearly  every  attempt  at  improvement.  We  hope  soon 
to  see  all  prejudice  removed,  and  united  good  will  manifest- 
ed in  this  great  and  good  cause. 

But  to  bring  the  public  schools  to  the  perfection  which 
they  ought  to  reach,  the  state  must  appropriate  money 
enough  to  make  them  free  throughout  the  state,  then  make  it 
obligatory  upon  every  parent  or  guardian  to  send  their  chil- 
dren to  school  a  part  at  least  of  each  year.  Under  the  pre- 
sent school  system  much  of  the  public  money  is  utterly 
wasted, — about  one  child  out  of  three  attending  school,  and 
that  one  very  irregularly,  very  little  good  can  be  accom- 
plished in  this  way  under  any  class  of  teachers.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  hoped  that  something  will  be  done  by  the 
state  to  add  to  the  efficiency  of  our  public  schools. 

Within  the  present  year  one  new  district  has  been  formed, 

part  from  this  township  and  part  from  Jackson ;  a  new  honse 

has  been  built  and  is  now  ready  to  be  opened.     I  do  not 

know  the  cost  of  it :  a  part  of  the  expense,  I  believe,  will  be 

paid  by  voluntary  contribution,  and  some  from  the  public 

money.    I  cannot  report  much  improvement  in  the  other 
districts. 

No  county  examiners  have  been  appointed.    The  teachers 
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haTo  all  been  licensed  this  year,  with  one  exception.  This 
was  for  one  quarter  in  the  spring.  In  that  case  a  meeting 
was  appointed  for  examination,  but  no  one  of  the  trustees  or 
teacher  attended.    I  have  paid  no  money  in  that  instance. 

D.  A.  WARREN, 
•  Town  Superintendent. 


SALEM  COUNTY. 


ilANKINGTON. 


It  would  be  well  if  the  trustees  of  our  public  schools  were 
more  awake  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  responsibilities,  than 
some  of  them  now  are.  Public  attention  should  be  aroused 
upon  the  subject  of  education.  Where  but  little  or  no  in- 
terest is  manifested  by  the  people,  the  cause  of  education 
must  of  necessity  languish ;  and  the  best  exertions  of  the 
most  assiduous  instructors  are,  in  a  great  measure,  unavailing, 
unless  his  efforts  to  advance  his  pupils  be  seconded  by  his 
employers.  It  has  become  quite  common  to  send  children 
from  home  to  school,  because  facilities  for  attaining  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  higher  branches  are  not  furnished  in  our  common 
schools.  This  must  be  because  many  of  the  people  do  not 
feel  the  importance  of  education  as  they  should  5  for  if  they 
did,  they  would  not  do  without  schools  in  which  their  children 
could  be  thoroughly  trained.  We  need  light  here  on  the 
importance. and  benefits  of  a  more  extensive  and  thorough 
education. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  township,  at  the  last  annual  town 
meeting,  voted  no  money  for  school  purposes. 

The  amount  of  money  received  for  school  purposes,  is  three 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  forty-five  cents ;  from  the 
state  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars  ninety-eight 
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cents,  and  from  the  county  two  hundred  and  twenty-four 
dollars  forty-seven  cents,  being  the  interest  on  the  surplus 
revenue. 

The  second  apportionment  of  the  school  money,  previous 
years,  has  always  come  to  hand,  I  believe,  in  November ;  but 
this  year  there  has,  of  the  second  apportionment,  been  but 
one  hundred  and  one  dollars  received.  I  have  not  included  in 
this  statement,  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and  seven- 
teen cents,  received  from  my  predecessor  in  oflOice — said  sum 
having  been  apportioned  among  the  districts,  but  not  drawn 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  town  superintendent.     Our  public 
school  system,  at  present,  labors  under  disadvantage  in  one 
respect.    I  refer  to  the  fact  that  the  public  money  is  insuffic- 
ient to  defray  teachers'  salaries ;  for  the  balance  they  must 
look  to  the  patrons,  who  are  often  dissatisfied  when  their 
school  bills  are  presented.    Why  are  they  dissatisfied  ?  The 
question  is  easily  solved,  when  we  consider  the  very  irregular 
attendance  of  pupils.   It  is  the  general  complaint  of  teachers, 
that  the  irregularity  of  attendance  operates  against  them- 
selves and  their  pupils.    The  teacher  suflFers  a  reproach  that 
should  be  charged  to  the  pupil,  or  to  the  parents. 

THOMAS  SPARKS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


PILESGROVE. 


The  schools  are  much  the  same  in  all  respects.  We  have 
no  free  schools,  there  being  no  money  raised  for  school  pur- 
poses. There  are  no  county  examiners  appointed  for  the 
county ;  the  licensing  of  teachers  being  done  as  provided  by 
law  in  case  none  are  appointed. 

The  amount  of  money  received  in  this  township  for  schopl 
purposes,  is  three  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  and 
forty-three  cents,  ($389  43.)  Two  hundred  and  thirty-two 
dollars  and  forty  cents  is  received  from  the  state,  ($232  40,) 
and  one  hundred  and  fiftyseven  dollars  and  three  cents  re- 
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oeives  from  the  coonty,  being  the  interest  on  the  surplus 
revenue,  ($157  03.)  No  alterations  have  been  made  in  any 
of  the  districts  since  the  last  report,  all  remaining  the  same. 
No  reports  have  been  made  from  any  of  the  school  districts 
to  the  superintendent,  the  report  being  made  up  from  data 
procured  by  the  superintendent,  and  is  as  near  correct  as  it 
appears  possible  to  make  it.  The  price  of  tuition  is  about 
what  is  put  in  the  blank  sent;  but  the  average  salery  per 
annum  I  have  left  blank,  fearing  I  cannot  approximate  near 
enough  correctly  to  fill  in  the  blank. 

JOSEPH  K.  RILEY, 

Town  Superintendent 


UPPER  PITTSGROVE. 

As  this  is  the  first  year  I  have  been  elected  superintendent, 
and  most  or  nearly  all  the  winter  schools  had  received  their 
pay  of  the  former  superintendent,  I  have  not  but  four  reports 
of  winter  terms.  Therefore,  I  would  refer  you  to  the  re- 
port of  our  former  superintendent,  ^ho  in  my  opinion  made 
a  very  good  one.  You  ask,  and  the  law  requires  a  report 
to  cover  the  whole  year,  and  if  the  year  terminated  with  the 
date  of  the  report  it  must  cover  the  last  winter's  quarter. 
There  are  in  our  township  eight  whole  districts  and  five 
parts ;  since  March  last  only  one  quarter  has  been  kept  in 
number  one,  by  a  female ;  in  number  two,  two  quarters,  by  a 
male ;  in  number  three  a  school  is  kept  the  whole  year,  with- 
out any  change  in  teachers ;  in  number  four  one  quarter,  by 
a  female,  a  member  of  the  state  normal  school,  with  satisfac- 
tion ;  and  I  mention  this  fact  that  these  teachers  may  be  em- 
ployed, lu  number  five,  only  one  quarter,  by  a  female ;  in 
number  six,  two  quarters  by  a  female ;  in  number  eight,  two 
quarters,  by  a  female ;  in  number  seven,  half  a  quarter  by  a 
female ;  in  Friendship,  number  six,  the  inhabitants  built  a 
new  school  house,  and  took  the  necessary  steps  to  be  incor- 
porated so  as  to  be  taxed  to  pay  for  building  said  house.  In 
10 
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Bome  of  tho  districts  the  winter  schools  have  commenced, 
and  probably  all  will  be  kept  by  male  teachers.    There  are 
no  county  examiners.    Our  township  raised,  at  our  annual 
town  meeting,  six  hundred  dollars.    I  received  the  May  in- 
stalment of  the  state  fund,  and  the  interest  on  surplus  reve- 
nue, two  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  one  cent.    Only 
part  of  the  November  instalment  has  yet  come  to  hand  (one- 
half)  but  I  have  the  assurance  that  it  will  shortly,  and  the  in- 
terest of  surplus  has  not — but  I  am  informed  that  it  will  not 
vary  much  from  last  year.    Our  township  state  tax  appro- 
priation amounts  to  about  eleven   hundred  dollars,  with 
which,  if  more  interest  was  manifested  by  our  inhabitants, 
schools  might  be  kept  open  the  whole  year,  by  paying  the 
teacher  one  half  out  of  their  own  resources ;  but  too  many 
of  the  inhabitants  will  not  pay  any  money,  and  there  are  a 
few  that  do  not  send  and  get  the  benefit  "of  the  public 
money — but  a  few  of  the  districts  are,  or  appear  to  be,  a  little 
more  interested  than  formerly. 

Some  of  the  teachers  that  are  employed  by  the  trustees 
in  a  few  of  the  districts,  if  they  had  not  commenced  their 
schools  before  they  applied  for  license,  would  in  all  probabil- 
ity have  not  got  their  licenses,  and  as  their  schools  have  been 
commenced  and  in  some  instances  licenses  obtained  in  other 
townships,  it  would  be  considered  rigid  in  the  superinten- 
dent not  to  license  them. 

There  are  a  vast  variety  of  text  books.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  get  introduced  a  more  uniform  system  of  books  this  win- 
ter, as  I  have  in  those  winter  schools  that  have  commenced. 
The  books  now  in  use  are  Rose's,  Greenleaf 's,  Thompson's 
and  Davies'  arithmetic,  MitchelFs  school  geography,  Smith's 
grammar,  Webster's  and  Comley's  spelling  book  and  a  vari- 
ety of  reading  books.  I  have  visited  all  the  schools  that  have 
been  kept  open  except  one  (and  that  there  was  only  half  a 
quarter  kept)  and  I  was  not  informed  that  a  school  was 
opened  until  the  teacher  presented  an  order  for  pay  by  the 
trustees ;  hence  the  remark  made  above  about  license. 

JAMES  COOMBS, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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SOMERSET  COUNTY. 

BERNABDS. 

The  schools  have  been  open  a  greater  nnmber  of  months, 
more  children  have  attended  them,  a  greater  number  of 
female  teachers  has  been  employed,  and  the  township  has 
raised  more  money  both  by  tax  and  tuition,  than  during  the 
previous  year.  All  this  is  gratifying ;  and  yet  there  is  room 
for  improvement,  particularly  in,  securing  competent  teach- 
ers, remunerating  them  properly,  and  sending  children  punc- 
tually to  school  when  they  pretend  to  go. 

JOHN  C.  RANKIN, 

Tovm  Superintendent. 


f  BBANCHBURG. 

Our  statistical  report  approximates  accuracy  as  nearly  as 
practicable  in  the  absence  of  registers,  which  our  trustees 
have  neglected  to  furnish  the  schools  with.  The  county 
board  of  examiners  are  sustained,  and  the  teachers  have 
been  regularly  examined  and  licensed.  We  regret  that  the 
board  of  examiners  meet  with  aby  opposition,  for  it  cer- 
tainly exerts  a  very  salutary  influence  in  preventing  disqual- 
ified persons  from  engaging  in  the  responsible  duties  of 
teaching.  The  public  money  appropriated*  to  education 
being  inadequate  by  about  one-third  to  maintain  the  sohooly 
and  deeming  it  more  judicious  to  apportion  it  equally  to  the 
different  quarters  or  terms,  that  all  may  enjoy  equal  advan- 
tages.  We  have  not  had  free  schools  in  any  part  of  the 
township  during  the  last  year.  At  present  we  have  ^ell 
qualified  teachers,  and  our  schools  are'  as  prosperous  as 
they  have  been  at  any  previous  period.  Irregular  attend- 
ance is  one  of  the  most  serious  obstacles  to  the  progress  of 
our'fe'chools.  This  will  not  be  obviated  until  parents  learn 
to  know  that  "  wisdom  is  much  to  be  preferred  above  gold." 
We  insist  on  what  has  been  previously  suggested,  that  the 
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state  should  proTide  a  sufficient  amount  to  educate  every 
child  in  the  community.  Such  a  proyision  would  exercise 
an  invaluable  influence  on  the  young,  would  be  a  credit  to 
the  state,  as  well  as  a  great  blessing  to  society.  Raising 
money  at  town  meetings,  for  school  purposes,  is  objection- 
able, because  it  is  attended  with  selfish  motives  and  unhappy 
controversies. 

JOHN  COX, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 


PBANKLIN. 

We  have  still  a  county  board  of  examiners  who  attend  to 
the  licensing  of  teachers.  About  one-half  of  the  schools  in 
the  township  are  at  present  in  successful  operation  under 
competent  teachers,  supported  mostly  by  individual  sub- 
scription. The  state  fund  has  only  one-half  been  received 
at  this  time. 

We  voted  no  money  for  schools  at  our  last  annual  meet- 
ing, (the  fiirst  time  in  many  years,)  which  has  dis-arranged 
our  schools.  It  is  presumed  that  at  our  next  annual  meeting 
we  will  raise  the  usual  sum  for  school  purposes.  There  is, 
however,  cause  of  complaint  against  voting  money  at  town 
meetings,  as  the  whole  tax  falls  upon  a  comparatively  small 
number  of  tax  payers,  while  the  taxes  of  the  others  are  not 
affected  thereby.  Gould  not  an  additional  poll  tax,  or  a 
specific  school  tax  be  imposed  to  remedy  this  inequality,  or 
reconcile  the  difficulty,  and  cause  it  better  to  harmonize 
these  conflicting  interests  ? 

If  the  state  superintendent  could  supply  blanks  for  all 
school  reports,  in  time  to  be  filled  by  the  teachers,  we  would 
be  likely  to  get  more  complete  and  more  perfect  reports. 

J.  J.  VAN  NOSTRAND, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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M0NT60HEBT. 


Haying  been  so  recently  appointed  town  superintendent, 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  give  such  information  concerning  the 
schools  as  I  should  wish.  There  are  in  the  township  eight 
whole  and  two  parts  of  districts,  which  receive  of  the  public 
funds,  all  of  which  have  been  supplied  with  teachers  most 
of  the  time  since  April  last ;  but  there  are  two  schools  now 
vacant,  and  will  probably  remain  so  for  the  winter.  These 
districts  being  too  small  to  employ  competent  teachers  the 
whole  time,Hhey  are  paid  from  the  public  funds:  thus  hav- 
ing free  schools  a  part  of  the  year,  and  remaining  vacant  the 
other  part.  The  teachers  in  the  other  districts  are  paid  in 
part  from  the  public  funds,  and  the  balance  by  the  em- 
^oyers  each  term.  There  were  examiners  appointed  for 
me  county,  and  our  teachers  are  all  licensed,  and  are,  as  a 
class,  very  efficient,  and  manifest  a  commendable  zeal  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  work,  but,  I  regret  to  say,  there  is  a 
great  irregularity  in  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  children. 
Where  the  fault  lies  we  cannot  tell.  Of  the  six  hundred 
and  nineteen  children  in  our  township,  there  are  only  one 
iiundred  and  eighty-five  regular  in  their  attendance  at 
school:  and  what  more  discouraging  to  a  teacher  than  to 
have  an  irregular  scholar  ?  or  what  so  retards  the  education 
of  a  child  as  to  be  kept  from  school  more  than  half  the 
time  ?  And  then  the  parents  wonder  why  their  children  do 
not  progress  faster  with  their  studies,  and  are  oflien  induced 
to  cast  censure  on  the  teacher,  when,  in  fact,  the  fault  is 
their  own,  in  not  seeing  to  have  their  children  sent  to 
school  more  regularly. 

Our  newly-erected  school-houses  are  built  on  the  improved 
plan,  and  are  much  better  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  chil- 
dren than  formerly ;  thus  enabling  the  teachers  to  govern 
their  schools  with  more  ease  than  heretofore.  But  there  are 
some  still  standing  which  it  would  be  accredit  to  the  dis- 
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tricts  to  have  speedily  removed,  and  their  places  occu- 
pied  with  more  suitable  and  commdious  structures. 

LAWRENCE  VANDERVEER, 

Town  SuperinienderU. 


SUSSEX  COUNTY. 


BTBAM. 

Our  schools  have  been  in  good  operation  during  the  past 
year,  and  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say,  that  the  interest  evinced 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  in  the  welfare  of  the 
schools,  seems  to  be  on  the  increase,  although,  as  yet,  no 
steps  have  been  taken  to  raise  a  greater  amount  of  tax  for 
the  purposes  of  education,  than  has  been  raised  for  the  last 
three  or  four  years ;  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  some  of  our 
districts,  where  the  patrons  of  the  schools  do  not  tax  them- 
selves beyond  the  amount  of  the  public  money,  the  schools 
are  only  held  open  during  the  time  the  public  funds  hold 
out,  and  closed  during  the  balance  of  the  year. 

This  mode  of  operating,  I  have  urgently  and  steadily  op- 
posed, always  recommending  the  trustees  of  the  various  dis- 
tricts to  divide  their  public  funds  into  four  eqnsl  amounts, 
and  then  induce  the  patrons  of  the  schools  to  raise,  by  volun- 
tary tax,  a  sufScient  amount  to  enable  them  to  so  increase 
for  each  quarter,  as  to  have  their  schools  open  the  whole 
year.  This  measure  has,  in  several  of  the  districts,  been 
carried  out,  but  has  not  yet  become  a  general  thing  in  the 
township. 

We  are,  as  usual,  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  state  fund  is  paid  over  to  the  counties— half  in  June  aad 
half  in  October,  November  or  December,  as  it  happens— 
compelled  to  have  our  teachers  work  through  the  summer  on 
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the  "  credit  system,"  as  we  do  not  receive  any  money  of  any 
consequence  until  the  taxes  are  collected  in  December,  and 
are  not  fully  paid  up,  perhaps,  until  the  following  spring. 
This  renders  it  very  inconvenient  for  teachers,  and  very  an- 
noying to  superintendents,  to  have  orders  presented  time 
and  again,  with  no  funds  to  meet  them.  I  refer  to  this,  as 
one  of  the  disadvantages  of  our  system,  which  would  be  in 
a  great  measure  obviated,  if  all  the  state  funds  could  be 
paid  over  by  the  state  treasurer  to  the  county  collectors, 
and  by  them  to  the  town  superintendents,  in  the  spring,  as 
the  law  directs. 

Our  school  houses  in  the  township  are  all  good  buildings, 
five  stone  and  two  frame ;  the  house  in  this  district  (Stanhope) 
being  equal  to  any  one  in  the  county ;  it  is  a  handsome  two 
story  frame  building,  cottage  style,  well  ai^anged  and  ven- 
tilated, and  capable  of  seating  some  seventy-five  scholars  on 
each  floor;  the  school  rooms  are  fitted  up  with"PattonV 
patent  seats  and  desks.  The  building  was  built  and  fitted 
up  some  six  years  since,  at  an  expense  of  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  to  the  district.  School  is  open  in  this  district 
all  the  year,  and  is  sustained  by  a  voluntary  tax  outside  of 
the  public  money,  and  we  are,  by  this  means,  able  to  employ 
a  competent  teacher,  and  make  the  school,  as  well  as  the 
building,  a  credit  to  the  township. 

£•  A.  BEjEDEjR, 
Town  Superintendent. 


FRANKFORD. 

The  school  houses  in  this  township  are  in  a  comfortable 
condition,  with  the  exception  of  three,  which  are  in  a  de- 
caying condition,  without  any  of  the  modern  improvements 
in  seats  or  furniture. 

The  teachers,  in  most  instances,  are  very  well  qualified  to 
teach  the  elementary  branches  of  an  English  education, 
although  there  are  some  exceptions,  which  are  very  hard  to 
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commit  to  inexperienced  and  nnskilfull  hands ;  hence  there 
is  an  increasing  demand  for  well  qualified  and  efficient  teach- 
ers, and  a  disposition  to  appreciate  the  labors  of  ^ch  by 
allowing  them  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services, 
by  seconding  their  efforts,  and  by  co-operating  with  them  in 
their  important  work.  But  this  feeling  is  not  so  generally 
diflFused  as  I  could  wish,  In  some  of  the  more  remote  dis- 
tricts there  is  quite  too  much  of  a  disposition  to  protract  the 
schools  by  employing  teachers  who  have  not  the  requisite 
qualifications,  merely  because  they  are  cheap  ;  a  species  of 
economy  that  no  district  can  aflFord  to  practice.  In  the  se- 
lection of  teachers,  more  importance  should  be  attached  to 
their  intellectual  and  moral  qualifications  than  the  required 
salary.  Another  great  obstacle  to  the  success  of  some  of  our 
schools  is,  that  the  teachers  are  permitted,  or  I  should  say 
compelled  to  teach  for  months  without  receiving  a  single 
visit  from  the  patrons  of  their  school.  These  parents  pro- 
fess to  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  education  of  their  children, 
yet  neglect  one  of  the  most  efficient  means  for  the  attain- 
ment of  so  desirable  an  end.  Certainly,  nothing  operates 
more  beneficiallv  upon  a  school,  or  is  better  calculated  to  in- 
fuse life  and  energy  into  both  teacher  and  scholars,  than  a 
system  of  frequent  visitation,  and  rigid  inspection  by  pa- 
rents and  school  officers.  When  a  teacher  feels  that  his  ef- 
forts are  appreciated,  and  that  he  has  the  confidence  and 
generous  co-operation  of  those  for  whom  he  is  devoting  his 
time,  and  for  whose  interest  he  is  laboring,  his  arm  is  nerved, 
and  his  heart  encouraged  to  put  forth  still  greater  efforts  to 
merit  their  approval. 

In  addition  to  our  public  schools,  we  have  in  district  num- 
ber seven,  a  private  school  taught  by  Miss  McCarter,  a  female 
seminary  by  the  Misses  Linn,  and  a  collegiate  institute  un- 
der the  supervision  of  Prof.  J.  S.  Smith.  These  schools  are 
all  of  the  highest  order  of  excellence — are  largely  attended, 
and  are  in  a  prosperous  and  flourishing  condition. 

HENRY  D.  CHAPIN, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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LAFAYETTU. 

Our  schools  have  been  kept  in  a  tolerable  working  condi- 
tion, and  we  always  see  a  greater  average  where  there  has 
been  a  tax  imposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools.  It  enables 
US  to  pay  our  teachers  more  liberally,  gives  the  poor  an  op- 
portunity for  improvement,  and  from  the  less  trouble  and 
more  certainty  in  the  teacher  obtaining  his  pay,  together 
with  the  better  pay,  we  get  better  teachers. 

L.  D.  MILLER, 
Town  Sv/perirUendenU 

STILLWATER. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  teachera  employed  possess 
botili  the  tiieory  and  the  practice  of  their  profession — the 
science  and  the  art  of  teaching.  Those  who  engage  with  a 
strong  arm  and  willing  mind,  and  who  labor  not  so  much 
for  the  loaves  and  fishes,  as  to  improve  and  cultivate  the 
minds  of  their  pupils. 

It  probably  will  be  as  well  for  me  to  say,  that  No.  3  is 
divided  into  primary  and  higher  departments,  each  of  which 
is  conducted  separately  by  competent  and  experienced 
teachers.  In  the  remaining  ten  districts,  you  will  see  that 
school  has  been  kept  open  a  part  of  the  time,  with  but  one 
exception,  No.  4.  The  teachers  employed,  I  regret  to  say, 
are  many  of  them  young  and  inexperienced.  They  resort 
to  teaching  oijly  as  a  ^temporary  expedient,  intending  to 
abandon  it  as  soon  as  a  more  lucrative  situation  shall  offer. 
The  consequeoce  is,  that  there  is  a  continual  change  of 
teachers.  A  teacher  has  hardly  commenced,  before  some- 
thing arises  which  calls  him  to  leave,  and  another  takes  his 
place,  and  this  one  does  little  more  than  review  what  the 
other  passed  over,  and  the  school,  consequently,  makes  but 
little  advance.  One  of  our  schools  has  had  already  this 
year  (since  the  first  of  April)  three  teachers,  and  may  have 
two  or  three  more  before  the  first  of  April  next.    Perma- 
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nency  in  teachers  I  consider  of  great  importance  in  the  ad- 
Tancement  of  the  scholar ;  and  parents  know  not  the  great 
disadvantage  this  constant  change  of  teachers  prodaces  in 
our  public  schools.  Let  it  suffice  to  say,  that  in  the  three 
former  districts,  I  feel  that  I  am  doing  them  injustice  for 
not  being  able  to  give  them  a  fair  representation  before 
you ;  but  as  regards  the  ten  latter,  to  speak  the  truth  would 
not  be  very  flattering. 

It  is  required  of  the  town  superintendent  to  make  sach 
suggestions  as  he  may  think  proper.  If  my  humble  opin- 
ion on  the  school  law  should  have  any  weight  with  the 
honorable  legislature  of  our  state,  my  efforts  should  be  un- 
tiring for  the  public  good.  As  the  law  now  stands,  as  re- 
gards the  township  of  Stillwater,  it  is  but  a  dead  letter 
upon  the  statutes  of  New  Jersey. 

In  the  first  place,  I  would  have  the  power  to  grant 
licenses  to  teachers  vested  in  a  board  of  examiners,  ap- 
pointed by  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  the  county. 
They  already  possess  the  power  to  appoint  such  board,  but, 
not  being  required  by  law  so  to  do,  they  neglect  to  perform 
that  duty.  Many  unqualified  persons  who  now  find  their 
way  into  the  ranks  of  the  profession,  would  not  obtrude 
themselves  upon  so  formidable  a  body  as  a  board  of  examr 
iners.  Under  the  existing  arrangement  incompetent  per- 
sons are  too  often  admitted  to  teach,  and  such  will  still 
continue  to  be  the  case,  while  the  present  system  is  ob- 
served. To  refuse  to  license  such  would  create  local  excite- 
ment of  an  unpleasant  character,  often  difficult  to  subdue. 
The  branches  taught,  are  orthography,  reading,  writing,  arith- 
metic, geography,  English  grammar  and  composition,  alge- 
bra, and  philosophy. 

H.  L.  EMMANS,       ^ 
Town  Superintendent.  . 


VERNON. 

Having  carefully  inspected  the  condition  of  the  schools,  I 
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cannot  say  that  that  careful  perseverance  which  ought  to 
pervade  the  public  mind  in  the  cause  of  education,  has  met 
with  as  much  untiring  zeal  as  is  required  for  the  greatest 
advancement  of  the  schools. 

Trustees  and  patronizers  of  schools,  who  have,  or  ought 
to  have,  the  greatest  interest  in  the  welfare  of  their  children, 
as  regards  their  moral  and  intellectual  education,  seem  to  be 
too  cold,  either  for  want  of  proper  time,  or  want  of  that  en- 
terprizing  zeal  (which  characterizes,  or  ought  to  characterize, 
every  American  citizen)  about  the  real  management  of  their 
school  in  their  own  district.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  schools 
are  too  seldom  visited  by  those  who  support  them :  therefore, 
knowing  but  little  about  the  course  pursued  by  their  em- 
ployed teachers,  excepting  what  knowledge  they  derive  from 
their  children,  that  attend  school.  This  very  important  part, 
ought  to  be  carefully  considered  by  each  and  every  indi- 
vidual who  has  an  interest  in  the  rising  generation. 

When  teachers  are  patronized  by  visits  from  their  em- 
ployers, it  is  gratifying  to  them,  and  their  interest  for  them 
is  more  fully  developed,  and  the  instructions  to  their  pupils 
more  cheering.  The  time,  I  hope,  is  not  far  distant,  when 
each  school  may  have  a  good,  enterprizing  competent  teacher, 
which  has  not  been  the  case  the  past  year,  in  every  respect, 
in  all  the  schools.  A  greater  portion  of  the  schools  are  doing 
very  well ;  a  few,  however,  cannot  be  complimented.  Half 
the  schools  have  been  free,  and  half  have  been  supported,  in 
part,  by  subscription.  The  latter  are  kept  open  longer,  and 
are  more  advanced. 

No  county  examiners  have  been  appointed  for  the  county. 
Where  county  examiners  are  not  appointed,  teachers  should 
procure  license  from  the  superintendent  and  trustees,  before 
they  commence  teaching,  as  it  would  avoid  much  displeasure, 
especially  when  strangers  make  application,  recommending 
themselves  competent,  and  upon  examination  finding  it  the 
reverse. 

There  has  been  a  school  kept  in  each  district,  varying  from 
three  to  twelve  months.    The  teachers  have  been  licensed 
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According  to  law;  or,  if  they  did  not  fully  satisfy  every  par- 
ticular  in  literature,  (those  who  hare  taught,)  have  been 
licensed  by  the  trustees  and  superintendent  There  are,  at 
present,  eight  male  teachers,  and  two  female  teachers.  Six 
districts  have  not  teachers  now.  Books  are  the  same  as  used 
last  year. 

The  reports  furnished  by  teachers  (and  some  who  taught 
last  winter  futnished  none,  nor  left  any  definite  information 
concerning  their  schools,)  were  a  poor  means  for  me  to  fur- 
nish a  correct  report  to  you  or  the  legislature,  a  defect  which 
I  shall  correct  by  leaving  suitable  forms  of  reports. 

Teachers  are  hired  by  the  month,  or  so  much  per  average 
of  scholars  that  attend  the  school  per  quarter ;  but  generally 
by  the  month. 

An  editorial  upon  the  subject  of  education  would  be  a 
means  (provided  it  could  be  distributed  among  patrons  of 
schools  at  a  low  rate)  to  insure  a  greater  interest  among 
them,  (supporters  of  schools.) 

N.  B.  GIVEANS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WAIITAGE. 


The  township  of  Wantage  is  divided  as  heretofore,  viz: 
into  twenty-one  and  one-half  school  districts;  the  school 
house  in  the  half  district  is  not  in  this  township ;  and  the 
whole  number  of  children  in  the  township,  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  eighteen  years,  as  presented  to  me  by  the  trus- 
tees of  said  districts,  is  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-two.  The  number  of  children  that  attended  school 
the  first  three  months,  is  six  hundred  and  forty-eight ;  for 
six  months,  three  hundred  and  nineteen ;  for  nine  months, 
fifty-nine,  and  for  twelve  months  forty-six;  making  the 
whole  number  that  has  attended  school  any  time  during  the 
year  ten  hundred  and  seventy-three.  Twelve  of  the  schools 
have  been  continued  twelve  months,  eight  nine  months; 
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making  the  whole  number  of  monffas  kept  in  the  township 
two  hundred  and  sixteen,  and  an  average  of  nine  and  two- 
thirds  months.  I  have  examined  and  licensed  thirty- three 
teachers,  twenty-one  males  and  twelve  lemales.  The  wages 
of  the  teachers  range  from  ten  to  twenty-five  dollars  per 
month,  or  from  two  to  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  a  scholar 
per  quarter.  The  books  used  are  as  heretofore  reported, 
and  the  branches  taught  pass  through  the  gradations  from 
the  alphabet  to  natural  philosophy,  chemistry  and  algebra. 
The  money  appropriated  for  school  purposes  in  the  town- 
ship this  year,  is  ten  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  and  one 
cent  from  the  state  money  and  interest  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue, and  fifteen  hundred  dollars  raised  by  tax  in  the  town- 
ship— making  the  whole  amount  twenty-five  hundred  and 
forty-one  dollars  and  one  cent.  The  money  in  this  township 
is  generally  apportioned  equally  to  each  quarter,  therefore  if 
the  schools  are  kept  open  the  whole  year  there  are  no  free 
schools. 

MOSES  STOLL, 
Town  Superintendent, 


UNION  COUNTY. 


NEW  PROVIDENCE. 


This  is  a  small  but  interesting  township,  having  five  school 
districts  and  three  parts  of  districts.  And  while  I  deeply 
regret  the  apathy,  or  want  of  interest  felt  and  manifested 
by  some  of  our  citizens,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  the  interest  in  the  cause  of  general  education  is 
gradually,  but  most  certainly  obtaining  a  stronger  hold  upon 
the  public  mind.  At  the  last  town  meeting  a  large  advance 
was  made  in  the  amount  of  school  tax.    The  township  ad- 
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vanced  from  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars  and  eighty- 
two  cents,  to  five  hnndred  and  seventy-seven  dollars  and 
thirty-six  cents,  and  it  is  thought  that  a  still  larger  amount 
will  be  voted  the  coming  year.  There  is  also  more  attention 
given  to  the  character  and  qualification  of  the  teachers  em- 
ployed. We  have  now  good  and  competent  teachers,  and 
they  are  receiving  a  respectable  compensation. 

As  there  it  no  board  of  examiners  for  our  county,  the 
teachers  have  been  examined  and  licensed  by  the  town  su- 
perintendent, in  connection  with  the  trustees  of  the  respect- 
ive districts. 

It  also  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  report  the  evident  im- 
provement of  the  scholars  in  the  various  studies  commonly 
taught  in  our  public  schools,  and  the  increased  usefulness  of 
the  schools  in  the  township. 

Some  of  our  school  houses  should  be  remodelled  and  made 
more  inviting,  and  also  newly  furnished  with  desks  and  seats 
more  modern  and  better  than  those  now  in  use.  I  trust  that 
the  friends  interested  will  address  themselves  to  this  work  of 
improvement. 

A.  M.  PALMER, 
Town  SuperintetiderU. 


EAHWAY. 


In  our  township  we  have  four  school  districts,  included 
wholly  within  the  limits  of  the  township.  There  are  also 
five  districts  which  include  parts  of  other  townships.  Iij 
five  the  school  house  is  situated  within  the  township  limits. 
According  to  instructions  in  your  circular  of  September  first, 
this  would  be  the  correct  number  to  return  as  the  districts 
of  the  township. 

In  giving  the  attendance,  Ac,  however,  I  have  enumera- 
ted the  whole  number  of  children  residing  within  the  town- 
ship  limits  who  have  attended  the  public  schools,  whether 
situated  within  or  without  the  township  limits,  which  I  pre- 
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some  is  the  correct  way  though  I  should  be  pleased  to  have 
more  definite  instructions  o^  this  point,  at  your  convenience. 

The  principal  part  of  the  colored  children  of  the  town- 
ship attend  the  Rahwaj  colored  school,  situated  within  the 
limits  of  Woodbridge  township — only  five  having  attended 
the  other  district  schools  during  the  past  year. 

The  average  attendance  for  the  year  as  given  in  the  re- 
port cannot  be  claimed  as  more  than  an  approximation  to  the 
truth,  owing  to  the  very  imperfect  manner  in* which  the  reg- 
isters of  some  of  the  school  districts,  particularly  in  some  of 
the  out  of  town  districts,  have  been  kept.  It  is  made  hy 
law  the  duty  of  the  teachers  of  the  several  schools  to  keep 
an  accurate  register  of  all  the  children  attending  school,  date 
of  entrance,  and  other  particulars. 

The  foundation  for  a  correct  exhibit  on  the  part  of  the 
state  superintendent,  of  the  condition  of  public  schools  in 
the  state,  is  to  be  found  in  correct  returns  of  the  several 
town  superintendents,  who  in  their  turn  have  to  rely  on  cor- 
rect accounts  being  kept  in  the  several  school  districts;  This 
is  particularly  necessary  to  be  attended  to  in  those  districts 
which  are  formed  from  parts  of  two  or  more  townships,  and 
in  all  is  absolutely  essential,  not  only  for  making  proper  re- 
turns to  the  town  superintendent,  but  for  the  order  and  good 
management  of  the  schools  themselves.  It  is  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  trustees  of  the  several  school  districts  will  see, 
without  any  further  urging,  the  propriety  of  this  very  neces- 
sary provision  of  the  law  not  being  neglected. 

With  regard  to  the  condition  of  school  houses  within  the 
township,  there  is  not  much  change  to  report  within  the  past 
year.    The  school  houses  are  generally  in  good  condition — 
•  sufficiently  90,  at  least,  as  far  as  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  children  is  concerned.    In  some  of  them,  particularly 
.  in  the  out  of  town  districts,  there  is  certainly  room  for  im- 
provement as  regards  appearances,  but  the  past  year  has  not 
been. very  favorable  for  any  very  decided  advances  in  that 
direction.    The  principal  school  house  of  the  town  answers 
its  purpose  admirably,  and  in  its  good  management  and  the 
11 
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order  in  which  it  is  kept,  will  compare  very  favorably  with 
some  of  the  best  schools  of  our  larger  cities. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  an  apparently  growing 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  generally  on  the  sub- 
ject of  education.  The  trustees  of  the  several  schools,  so 
far  as  known,  have  discharged  their  duties  faithfully.  Some 
of  these  gentlemen  have  devoted  much  time  and  labor  gra- 
tuitously to  promoting  the  interets  of  education,  which  should 
entitle  them  to  the  thanks  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  would  merely  advert  to  one 
slight  cause  of  misunderstanding  which  I  have  found  to 
exist,  arising  from  the  practice  (authorized  by  law)  of  making 
districts  out  of  parts  of  two  or  more  townships.  This  is  es- 
pecially the  case  in  those  instances  where  the  amount  of  tax 
raised  for  school  purposes  varies  in  the  townships  associated. 
There  are  one  or  two  points  connected  with  this  matter  on 
which  I  should  like  some  insti*uction,  in  order  to  be  able  to 
reconcile  any  differences  that  may  arise  hereafter.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  there  should  be  some  general  rule  or  under- 
standing in  cases  of  this  kind,  though  I  am  not  prepared  to 
give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  any  special  provision  in  the 
law  is  necessary  or  desirable  to  meet  such  cases. 

I  think  I  can  safely  state  tha^  considerable  progress  has 
been  made  by  the  pupils  during  the  past  year,  at  least  the 
teachers  generally  have  exerted  themselves  efficiently  to  this 
end.  The  principal  obstacle  to  thorough  success  which  they 
complain  of,  is  the  want  of  full  and  regular  attendance.  In 
some  cases  this  is  perhaps  unavoidable,  though  some  who 
might  have  done  so  have  neglected  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  offered. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  fact  of  educatioii  in  our  conn* 
try  being  made  so  free  and  accessible  to  all,  its  very  free* 
dom  may  not  cause  it  to  lose  its  value  in  our  eyes,  but  that 
our  people  universally  may  be  impressed  with  its  importance 
not  only  to  the  individual,  but  to  the  general  welfare  and 
even  safety  of  the  state  itself,  and  that  none  fi>r  whose  ben- 
efit it  has  been  especially  devised  may  neglecti  while  they 
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have  opportunity,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  thus 

freely  extended  to  all  by  our  admirable  system  of  common 

schools. 

WM.  E.  BLOODGOOD, 

Tovm  Superintendent. 


WESTFIELD. 

Schools  in  districts  numbers  three,  four  and  five  have  been 
unusually  prosperous  for  the  past  year ;  they  have  had  a  good 
selection  of  books,  as  well  as  competent  teachers.  Districts 
one,'  two,  six  and  seven  have  also  had  excellent  teachers ; 
but  their  assortment  of  school  books  was,  with  some  excep- 
tions, fit  only  to  light  the  fire  in  school  room  stoves. 

I  recommended,  in  my  last  report,  a  law,  requiring  the 
semi-annaal  meeting  of  all  the  school  trustees  with  the  town 
superintendent.  Such  meetings  would,  in  time,  advance 
education,  perhaps,  more  than  larger  appropriations;  and 
they  need  not  cost  the  state  or  township  any  thing. 

Pupils  in  rural  townships,  and  especially  in  small  school 
districts,  rise  but  little  above  the  foot  of  the  hill  of  science. 
Some,  whose  parents  can  afford  it,  are  sent  lor  a  few  months 
to  a  boarding  school.  A  legal  union  of  the  school  trustees 
could  be  so  framed,  as  to  give  all  the  children  of  a  township 
nearly  as  good  opportunities  as  the  favored  few.  In  towns 
near  us,  there  are  primary,  secondary,  and  even  high  schools, 
where  the  children  of  wealth  and  poverty  are  alike  welcomed, 
ai^d  may  acquire  knowledge  sufficient  to  be  clerks  of  merchnts, 
factories,  banks  or  railroads ;  or  to  commence  the  study  of 
any  of  the  learned  professions :  but  the  children  of  farmers, 
unless  quite  rich,  can  gain  no  such  acquirements.  It  is  pain- 
ful to  reflect,  that  this  disparity  between  town  6nd  country 
may  remain  in  New  Jersey  forever. 

Must  the  present  generation  of  country  children,  when 
grown  to  manhood,  be  appropriately  styled ''  know  nothings"? 
Wby  ?    I8  there  a  township  in  New  Jersey  so  poor  that  it 
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would  impoTerish  it  to  erect  a  suitable  school  house,  and 
sustain  an  advanced  free  school  for  six  months  per  annum  ? 
If  the  legislature  belieyes  that  such  a  township  do<BS  exist, 
they  should  search  it  out  and  appropriate  it  something  extra. 
Let  it  be  but  six  months  per  annum,  that  the  teachers  may 
teach  half  the  year  in  one  township  and  half  the  year  in 
another,  and  that  the  scholars  may  be  prepared  to  begin  at 
the  beginning  and  continue  to  the  end.  Time  will  prore 
that  six  months  punctual  attendance  in  a  good  school  will 
cost  less,  and  educate  the  children  more,  than  twenty-four 
months  irregular  attendance  in  a  poor  school. 

JONATHAN  CORY,  Jr., 

Town  Superintendent 


WAEREN  COUNTY. 


FRAXKUN. 


I  find  it  very  diflScuIt  to  obtain  full  and  accurate  reports 
from  all  the  districts.  The  state  should  fhrnish  suitable 
blank  registers  for  the  districts.  Erery  sdiool  district  should 
be  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the  school  laws,  as  many  of  the 
school  oflScers  and  teachers  have  no  means  of  knowing  what 
they  are  required  to  perform.  Our  schools  are  all  in  opera- 
tion now,  excepting  one,  which  is  too  small  to  maintain  a  free 
school  for  more  than  three  or  four  months  dnring  the  year. 
Numbers  two  and  five  have  been  free  for  nine,  and  numbers 
one,  three,  four  and  six,  hare  been  open  for  twelre  months 
the  past  year;  but  numbers  one  and  six  hare  onlj  been  free 
for  one  half  of  this  time.  Absence  and  tardiness  constitute 
the  most  serious  evils  with  which  teachers  have  to  contend. 
It  cannot  be  expected  that  pupils  can  be  properlj  taught, 
unless  they  are  constantly  present.    It  woidd  be  well  to 
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adopt  a  rule,  as  you  suggest  in  your  last  report  to  the  legis- 
lature^  requiring  the  town  superintendents  of  the  several 
townships  to  apportion  the  money  received  by  them  for  school 
purposes,  among  the  several  school  districts  according  to  the 
average  daily  attendance  in  each  district,  during  the  year 
next  preceding  the  said  apportionment.  It  would  be  ad- 
visable to  have  the  money  that  comes  into  the  hands  of  the 
county  collector,  direct  into  the  hands  of  the  town  super- 
intendent, instead  of  going  first  into  the  hands  of  the  town- 
ship collector,  as  is  now  authorized  by  law. 

It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  the  men  of  property  give 
their  support  to  the  present  common  school  system.  These 
men  complain  that  men  of  little  or  no  means  are  not  subject 
to  any  tax  for  the  support  of  schools,  while  they  have  the 
right  and  power  to  vote  the  money  of  the  rich  for  that  pur- 
pose. I  believe  it  would  give  generd  satisfaction  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Franklin,  to  have  the  revenues  of  the  state 
appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  free  schools,  and  the 
property  of  the  state  taxed  for  the  support  of  government. 
The  amount  due  from  all  sources,  for  the  present  year,  is 
nineteen  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents.  Of 
this  sum,  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollajps  and  fifty  cents 
is  raised  by  tax. 

The  books  most  in  use  in  our  schools,  are  Wilson's  History 
of  the  United  States,  Sander's  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth 
and  Fifth  Readers,  Thomson's  Series  of  Arithmetics,  Smith's 
Geography,  Comstock's  Natural  Philosophy,  Davies'  Algebra, 
Brown's  and  Smith's  Grammar. 

No  examiners  have  been  appointed  for  the  county  this 
year.  The  teachers  have  all  been  regularly  examined  and 
licensed,  according  to  law. 

JAMES  VLIET, 
Town  Superintendent. 

m 

HACKETT6T0WN. 

The  borough  of  Hackettstown  contains  a  population  of  a 
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littlo  more  than  tweWe  hundred,  with  bnt  one  school  honseor 
academy,  which  is  a  commodious  and  nearly  new  building,  in 
which  there  are  four  teachers,  one  male  and  one  female  prin- 
cipal,  with  each  their  assistant,  each  being  females.  The 
school  is  very  much  improved  since  last  spring,  the  latest  and 
most  approved  system  being  now  adopted,  where  all  the 
various  branches  are  taught,  preliminary  to  entering  college. 

WILLIAM  RE  A, 

Town  Superintendent. 


OXFORD. 

A  gradual  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  schools  is 
perceptible,  as  is  also  a  stronger  and  more  earnest  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  to  raise  the  standard  of  common 
school  education. 

The  education  of  children  and  youth  cannot  be  said  to  be 
wholly  confided  to  the  instructor  under  whose  charge  they 
are  placed,  and  unless  his  exertions  be  seconded  by  their 
parents  or  guardians,  his  labors,  however  assiduous  and 
praiseworthy,  will  prove  in  a  great  measure  unavailing. 

In  agriculture,  the  mechanic  arts,  and  in  every  other  occu- 
pation where  the  object  to  be  accomplished  is  the  interest  of 
gain,  no  expense  is  spared,  nor  methods  left  untried  to  bring 
the  science  to  the  highest  state  of  perfection  of  which  it  is 
capable.  Why  should  the  most  important  of  all  objects  be 
suffered  to  languish  for  the  want  of  that  support  so  neces- 
sary for  its  success  ?  If  the  morals  of  a  community  are,  in 
the  scale  of  excellence,  proportionate  to  its  intelligence,  the 
strongest  inducements  exist,  not  only  for  legislators,  but  for 
the  whole  community,  individually,  to  make  every  provision 
for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  education. 

While  it  must  be  admitted  that  much  has  been  accomplished 
under  the  present  system,  it  is  also  an  undeniable  fact  that 
many  defects  exist  that  should  be  remedied  by  legislation. 
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Among  these  may  be  enumerated  the  want  of  proper  and 
convenient  school  houses,  and  I  would  here  reiterate  the  sug* 
geation  made  in  my  former  reports,  that  the  subject  cannot 
be  too  strongly  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  legislature* 

The  compensation  paid  to  teachers  is  entirely  inadequate 
to  secure  the  services  of  persons  well  qualified  for  the  task, 
and  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  the  office  of  teaching  will  be 
conducted  with  that  skill  and  ability  which  the  importance 
of  the  education  of  the  rising  generation  demands,  unless 
we  can  enlist  in  the  cause  persons  of  talent  and  genius,  with 
proper  qualifications. 

To  establish  a  system  that  would  be  in  a  measure  free 
from  objections,  it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  funds  suffi- 
cient for  the  support  of  schools  without  having  recourse  to 
the  subscription  policy ;  or,  in  other  words,  they  should  be 
entirely  free.  It  appears  to  be  generally  admitted  that  the 
New  England  states  have  adopted  the  best  system  fpr  the 
management  and  support  of  common  schools  that  is  known 
to  exist,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  (if  we  may  credit  the 
assertions  of  an  intelligent  and  celebrated  English  author) 
throughout  the  world.  Their  schools  are  supported  either 
from  revenues  derived  from  a  school  fund,  or  by  direct  taxa- 
tion, to  which  every  man  is  subjected  in  proportion  to  his 
property.  • 

If  it  be  desirable  to  adopt  a  system  that  shall  be  equal  in 
any  degree  to  the  importance  of  the  education  of  the  rising 
generation,  it  is  difficult  to  assign  any  reason  why  the  state 
of  New  Jersey  should  withhold  her  resources  from  the  ac- 
complishment of  an  object  so  highly  important. 

D.  D.  CAMPBELL, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 


PAHAQUABBY. 

.  It  will  be  seen  by  this  report  that  Pahaquarry  township 
received  from  the  state  one  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars 
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and  seventy- four  cents,  and  raised  by  tax  fifty  dollars — total, 
one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-four  cents, 
which,  divided  among  districts,  is  but  a  small  amount  to  each 
district,  consequently  we  have  about  three  months  school  in 
a  year,  and  a  portion  of  the  teachers'  salary  has  been  as- 
sessed on  the  scholars.  Owing  to  the  small  amount  of  mo- 
ney raiped  for  school  purposes,  the  trustees  frequently  hire 
teachers  at  low  salaries,  who  are  not  well  qualified  for  teach- 
ing school. 

There  are  no  examiners'  appointed  in  the  county  of  War- 
ren. 

We  have  no  schools  in  Pahaquarry  township  at  present 
The  teachers  that  taught  in  this  township  have  been  exam- 
ined and  the  schools  visited  by  me. 

JOHN  ZIMMERMAN, 
Town  Superintendent* 


PHILLIPBBURG. 

All  our  schools  have  been  in  successful  operation  during 
the  year,  allowance  being  made  for  the  usual  vacations.  The 
teachers,  it  is  believed,  will  compare  favorably  in  point  of 
qualifications,  with  those  of  any  other  township  in  the  county. 

The  following  are  the  usual  branches  taught  in  all  our 
schools,  viz :  spelling,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography 
and  grammar.  In  two  or  three  of  them  are  taught  the  ad- 
ditional branches  of  history,  book-keeping,  composition,  phil- 
osophy, astronomy,  chemistry,  mensuration  and  algebra,  and 
in  one,  the  latin  and  greek. 

The  teachers  have  all  been  examined  and  licensed  accord- 
ing to  law,  which  has  been  done  by  the  town  superintendent, 
in  connection  with  the  trustees — there  having  been  no  county 
examiners  appointed  by  the  board  of  freeholders ;  and  as 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  people  of  Warren  county 
have  not  yet  thought  that  such  a  board  was,  in  the  least. 
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necessary  for  the  furtherence  of  the  oause  of  common  school 
education. 

The  majority  of  teachers  now  engaged  seem  to  have  made 
teaching  a  profession^  and  are  fnlly  impressed  wi-th  the  great 
responsibility  that  rests  npon  them  in  the  discharge  of  their 
arduous  duties.  The  utility  of  common  schools  is  no  longer 
problematic,  but  has  become  a  well  settled  and  established 
principle  with  the  masses — hence  the  necessary  support  is 
cheerfully  rendered,  and  our  schools  being  free,  afford  equal 
advantages  to  the  rich  and  the  poor.  While  we  dare  not 
claim  all  we  could  wish  for  our  public  schools,  we  confident- 
ly believe  that  they  are  gradually  advancing.  The  people 
believe,  as  they  very  properly  should,  that  their  childroa 
cannot  do  without  education,  and  that  edueation  means  a 
great  deal  more  than  simply  to  know  how  to  read,  write  and 
cipher. 

The  attendance  in  our  schools  is  not  quite  as  regular  as  it 
should  be  for  the  success  of  the  children,  especially  in  the 
rural  districts,  while  in  our  villages  it  is  much  more  regular. 
Upon  the  whole  it  is  believed  that  there  has  been  great  ad- 
vancement made  in  all  our  schools  during  the  past  year,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  cause  will  never  be  suffered  to  re* 
trograde  for  want  of  proper  vigilance  and  pecuniary  support 
by  the  people,  nor  action  and  faithfulness  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers,  to  whom  this  important  trust,  in  a  great  measure, 
has  been  committed. 

J.  R.  LOVELL, 
Town  SuperirUendentk 


WASHINGTOK. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that,  within  the  past  two  years,  a  very 
decided  improvement  ha3  manifested  itself  in  the  cause  of 
education,  made  apparent  first  by  the  fact  that  within  that 
time  three  large,  commodious  and  comfortable  school  build- 
ings have  been  erected,  one  for  the  accommodation  of  two 
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schools.    Two  other  districts  have  also,  expressed  a  dete^ 
mination  to  bnild  within  the  ensuing  year. 

The  qnalifications  of  the  teachers  is  also  becoming  a  matter 
of  interest  to  the  patrons.  This  shows  something  of  an  im- 
provement; bnt  a  great  error  still  exists,  in  every  com- 
mnnitj,  in  reference  to  the  necessity  of  parents  visiting  the 
schools.  I  have  endeavored  to  impress  upon  their  minds, 
the  necessity  of  frequent  visits  to  the  school  room,  as  a  means 
of  encouragement,  both  to  the  teacher  and  scholars ;  but  a 
strange  apathy  appears  to  exist  in  regard  to  this  most  im- 
portant subject. 

There  are  many  improvements  yet  to  be  made  in  the  mode 
of  conducting  our  schools,  before  we  can  expect^  to  see  them 
approach  any  thing  like  perfection,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant of  which  the  strongest  prejudice  appears  to  exist 
against,  viz.,  the  introduction  of  a  uniform  system  of  text 
books.  Parents  seem  to  have  a  mortal  antipathy  tp  the  in- 
troduction of  any  thing  new  in  the  school  room.  To 
effect  a  change  of  this  kind,  requires  even  more  than  the 
united  efforts  of  both  trustees  and  superintendent. 

There  is  one  thing  particularly,  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
attention,  viz.f  the  fact  of  the  accumulation  of  moneys  in 
certain  districts. 

One  or  two  of  the  neighboring  townships  raise  one  dollar 
per  scholar  by  tax,  affording  them  only  sufiScient  means  for 
two  terms  per  year ;  our  township  raising  two  dollars,  gives 
them  a  surplus  which  they  are  unable  to  expend  in  the  length 
of  time  their  school  is  kept  open ;  hence  a  fund  is  constantly 
accumulating,  in  some  instances  amounting  to  over  one 
hundred  dollars.  I  would  suggest,  that  unexpended  funds 
of  certain  districts  be  re-divided  amongst  the  several  districts 
of  the  township,  every  three,  or  perhaps  every  second  year, 
so  that  no  district  may  accumulate,  either  by  intent  or  negli- 
gence. / 

I  am  also  willing,  and  I  think  the  people  of  this  township 
would  readily  subscribe  to  any  plan  that  will  secure  unity 
of  action  and  unity  of  design  in  carrying  out  the  great  work 
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ication.  Enclosed  yon  will  find  fhe  statement  of  the 
8,  as  required  by  law ;  it  i»  as  near  correct  as  possible, 
the  very  uncertain  data  from  which  it  was  collected. 

J.  V.  MATTISON, 
Twm  Supmntmdint 
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SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


>  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  JSTew 
Jersey. 

In  presenting  to  the  Legislature  my  annual  report  of  the 
a^ition  of  the  common  schools  and  of  the  cause  of  educa- 
►n  in  New  Jersey,  for  the  year  ending  December  15th, 
58,  it  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that 
erything  connected  therewith  bears  evident  marks  of  im- 
ovement ;  of  this,  extensive  personal  observation  in  the 
^charge  of  my  official  duties,  as  well  as  the  statistical  and 
ber  information  furnished  to  this  department  by  the  Town 
perintendents  and  others  connected  with  the  schools,  fur- 
A  abundant  evidence. 

It  is  also  particularly  gratifying  to  find  that  this  improve- 
int  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  locality,  city,  county 
township,  nor  to  any  particular  department  of  the  work, 
tt  is  found  to  pervade  the  whole  system,  affecting  alike  all 
)  material  interests. 


It  is  manifested  by  the  people  in  an  increased  interest  to 
tlio  importance  of  the  subject  of  education,  its  nature,  and 
value,  in  a  social,  intellectual  and  moral  point  of  view;  by 
school  ofliccrs  in  the  more  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
examining  teachers,  selecting  school  books,  and  in  visiting 
the  schools ;  by  teachers,  in  better  modes  of  instmctioD  and 
discii)lino — in  the  greater  desire  to  assume  a  higher  position 
in  tlioir  profession,  and  to  become  more  useful  instruments 
in  the  discharge  of  its  responsible  duties ;  but,  more  espe- 
cially, in  the  increasing  number  of  those  who  are  seeking  to 
make  the  business  of  teaching  the  great  work  of  their  lives. 

These  signs  of  improvement  are  full  of  encouragement; 
they  show  a  deepening  conviction  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
of  the  value  of  our  common  school  system,  and  of  its  infln* 
onco  for  good  on  the  complex  and  varied  interests  of  our 
State  and  nation. 

AlUSTRACT  OP  THE  REPORTS   OF  THE   TOWN   SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The  statistical  tables  appended  to  this  report,  will  give 
you  more  particular  information  in  regard  to  the  schools,  and 
the  moans  provided  for  their  support. 
From  those,  the  following  general  summary  is  derived: 
The  whole  number  of  cities  and  townships  in  the  State,  is 
one  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

llo|H>rt.^  Imve  boon  received  from  one  hundred  and  eighty-' 
ono.  louring  sixteen  that  have  not  made  the  report  required 
by  law — a  loss  number  than  in  any  former  year. 

Tho  townships  that  have  not  reported  are  Washington,  in 
thoovHuuyof  Borgon:  Shaniong,  in  Burlington;  Deptfoid, 
in  iUiHuvstor:  Hudson  City,  in  Hudson:  Tewksbury  and 
Tnion.  iu  Uuulortlou:  Pisoataway,  in  Middlesex;  Raritan 
luul  Shixnvsbury*  iu  Monmouth:  Stafford,  in  Ocean ;  Manches- 
(or  and  \\\\>5C  Milforvl.  in  Passaic:  Upper  Pittsgrove,  in  Sa- 
lom:  Ui*auohbunr,  iu  Somerset:  Greene,  in  Sussex;  and 
Prthrt^^uarry,  \u  Warron. 

Wholo  uumlH>r  of  school  districts  in  the  State,  fourteen 


mndred  and  fifty-five,  an  increase  of  seventeen  over  the  pre- 
seding  year. 

Whole  number  of  schools  established  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts, sixteen  handred  and  fifty-one. 

"Whole  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
eighteen  years,  residing  in  all  the  school  districts  of  the 
State,  as  ascertained  from  the  reports  of  the  district  trustees, 
and  other  officers,  to  the  Town  Superintendents,  one  hundred 
and  eighty- four  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-five ;  an 
increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  three  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Number  of  children  reported  as  attending  school  for  the 
whole  period,  (allowance  being  made  for  the  usual  vaca- 
tions,) •  ...••  28,155 
Number   attending  nine   months,  but  less  than 

twelve,  .  .  .  ...  23,974 

Kamber  attending  six  months,  but  less  than  nine,  33,617 
*<  «*        three    "  "         *«     six,         29,706 

"  "        a  less  period  than  three  months,      16,646 

"  "        over  the  age  of  eighteen  years,        1,447 


Making  the  whole  number  of  children  that  have 

attended  school  during  the  year,       .  .  133,543 


An  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of,  .  3,823 


The  average  number  of  children  in  daily  attendance  at  all 
the  public  schools,  from  the  best  information  I  can  obtain 
on  the  subject,  is  about  sixty -four  thousand,  rather  less  than 
one-half  of  the  whole  number  reported  as  attending  school 
for  the  different  periods  of  the  year^ 

Average  number  of  months  the  schools  have  been  kept 
open,  nine  and  a  quarter — a  small  increase  over  that  of  the 
preceding  year. 

Total  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  sup- 
port of  common  schools,       .  .  .  $526,572  17 
Baised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  schools,        .    338,160  0& 
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Raised  by  tax,  in  addition,  for  building,  repair- 
ing and  furnishing  school  houses,      •  .      61,518  6S 

Received  from  the  State,  as  reported,  .  .      86,073  3i 

"         "     other  sources  specified  in  the  re- 
ports, .....      40,820 17 


The  amount  reported  as  received  from  the  State,  exceeds 
the  annual  State  appropriation  six  thousand  seventy-three 
dollars  and  thirty-one  cents,  and  this  excess  is  occasioned  by 
blending  with  the  State  appropriation  other  money  appro- 
priated by  the  counties  for  school  purposes.  It  properly 
belongs  to  the  item  of  money  received  from  other  sources 
specified  in  the  reports,  being  principally  the  interest  of  the 
surplus  revenue  appropriated  by  some  of  the  counties  for  the 
support  of  schools. 

So  that  the  items  composing  the  amount  of  money  appro* 
priated  and  raised  for  the  support  of  the  common  schools  of 
the  State,  for  the  year  ending  December  15th,  1858,  is  as 
follows : 

Raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  schools,        .  $338,160  06 
"         "      in  addition,  for  building,  repair- 
ing and  furnishing  school  houses,     .  .       61,518  63 
State  appropriation,      ....      80,000  00 
From  other  sources,  being  chiefly  the  interest 
on  the  surplus  revenue,  appropriated  by  the 
counties  for  the  support  of  the  schools,        .      46,893  48 


Making  a  total  of  $526,572  IT 


An  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  twenty-two  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents 
($22,  642  69). 

The  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax,  is  alone,  a  pretty 
accurate  index  of  the  popular  mind  on  the  subject  of  general 
education,  and  the  increased  amount  of  this  item  daring  the 
year  just  closed  affords  conclusive  evidence  of  a  better  ap- 
preciation of  our  common  school  system  and  of  the  Btroug 


letermination  to  enlarge  the  means  of  diffasing  knowledge 
unong  the  people. 

Liberal,  however,  as  have  been  the  means  provided  for 
the  support  of  our  common  schools  by  the  voluntary  action 
of  the  people  in  the  past,  years  to  come  will  require  that 
they  be  largely  increased,  if  we  expect  to  carry  out  suc- 
cesfuUy  the  great  idea  of  the  permanent  establishment  of 
free  schools  for  the  education  of  the  great  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

This  is  not  to  be  regretted,  as  industry  and  wealth  aug- 
ment with  the  increase  of  our  population,  as  the  aggregate 
of  public  expenses  will  diminish  as  the  people  are  intelli- 
gent and  virtuous,  and  as  there  are  no  cofifers  so  secure  as 
the  minds  of  our  children,  where  we  may  deposit  in  the 
form  of  knowledge  and  virtue,  the  largest  share  of  our 
riches. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  State  for  the  year  just  closed,  was  twenty-one  hun- 
dred and  three,  twelve  hundred  and  thirty-five  males,  and 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight  females. 

The  average  salary  per  annum  paid  to  male  teachers  was 
three  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars.  To  females  two 
hundred  and  thirty  seven  dollars,  a  small  increase  in  the 
case  of  males  only,  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  is  comparatively  large, 
being  greatly  increased  by  the  frequent  changes  of  teachers 
in  the  schools,  and  the  inadequate  remuneration  received  for 
their  services. 

This  want  of  system  and  this  succession  of  new  teachers, 
by  whatever  cause  induced,  is  a  serious  obstacle  to  the  pro- 
gress of  education,  and  demands  for  its  removal  and  to 
meet  the  advancing  state  of  instruction  in  our  common 
schools,  the  permanent  employment  of  a  class  of  well  quali- 
fied teachers,  whose  services  shall  be  duly  appreciated  and 
liberally  rewarded. 

The  common  school  system  of  New  Jersey  embraces — 

One  Normal  School, 
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One  Model  School, 

One  Parnum  Preparatory  School,  and, 
Sixteen  hundred  and  fifty-one  Public  Schools  established 
ih  the  various  cities  and  townships  of  the  State. 

For  the  maintainance  and  support  of  which  there  has  been 
appropriated  and  expended  during  the  year  as  follows: 
By  the  State  for  the  support  of  the  normal  school,  $10,000  00 
"                          "               Parnum  prepa- 
ratory school, 1^00  00 

By  the  state  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools,     80,000  00 
Raised  by  tax  and  other  sources,  446,572  17 


Making  a  total  of,  $537,772  17 

A  result  highly  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  popular  edu- 
cation. 

THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

The  Normal  School  established  by  the  act  of  Pebruaiy 
9th,  1855,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  and  which  justly  occu- 
pies a  position  at  the  head  of  our  school  system,  continQefl 
to  enjoy  a  high  degree  of  prosperity,  fully  realizing  in  its 
operation  the  design  of  the  institution  in  the  great  work  of 
training  and  educating  teachers  for  our  public  schools. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  for  the  term,  com- 
mencing Pebruary  15th,  1858,  was  ninety-seyen,  twenty- 
nine  males  and  sixty-eight  females. 

For  the  term  commencing  September  6th,  1858,  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen,  thirty-one  males  and  eighty-seven  fe- 
males, two  less  than  at  the  corresponding  period  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  admitted  and  instraeted  in 
the  institution  since  its  organization  in  1855  to  the  present 
time,  is  two  hundred  and  sixty-four,  eighty-four  males,  and 
one  hundred  and  eighty  females. 

Of  this  number  thirty-two  have  pursued  the  full  course  of 
study  and  practice  prescribed  in  the  graduating  coarse,  and 
having  passed  a  satisfactory  examination  in  this  department, 


have  received  the  diploma  of  the  institution.  One  hundred 
and  fourteen  have  enjoyed  its  advantages  for  longer  or 
shorter  periods,  but  without  completing  the  full  course  pre- 
scribed for  graduation  have  left  the  school. 

One  hundred  and  forty-six,  the  number  of  those  who  have 
left  the  Normal  School,  are  now  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
schools  of  the  State,  many  of  them  occupying  positions  at 
the  head  of  our  largest  and  best  graded  schools,  eminently 
successful  as  teachers,  and  greatly  promoting  by  their  efforts 
the  interests  of  common  school  education. 

The  growth  of  the  Normal  school,  though  not  rapid,  has 
been  regular  and  progressive,  and  the  demand  for  teachers 
trained  in  it,  greatly  beyond  the  power  of  supply,  showing 
not  only  the  high  appa*eciation  of  the  institution,  in  its  in- 
fluence for  good  on  the  schools  of  the  State,  but  the  grow- 
ing conviction  that  its  permanent  establishment  on  a  firm 
and  liberal  basis  is  the  best  means  by  which  the  improve- 
ment of  our  common  school  system  is  to  be  effected. 

Normal  schools  for  the  training  and  education  of  teachers, 
though  of  recent  introduction  into  the  United  States,  are 
now  incorporated  into  and  form  the  most  important  element 
of  every  well  organized  system  of  general  education. 

Their  aim  is  to  supply  that  which  is  the  most  important 
want  of  the  system,  a  class  of  well  qualified  teachers  for  our 
public  schools,  by  furnishing  them  that  training  and  prepa- 
ration and  that  knowledge  of  the  art  of  teaching  that  will 
elevate  it  to  the  highest  rank  of  human  pursuits,  and  give  to 
them  that  fitness  for  the  work  deemed  as  necessary  in  this 
as  in  any  other  professional  employment. 

Such  is  the  pbject  of  the  Normal  School  and  the  charac- 
ter of  the  relation  it  sustains  to  our  educational  system,  it 
gives  completeness  to  it,  infusing  new  life  and  energy  into 
all  its  movements,  and  its  increasing  prosperity  is  the  best 
measure  of  the  progress  of  primary  elementary  instruction 
in  our  common  schools. 

From  these  and  other  considerations  which  might  be  pre- 
sentedi  it  is  our  interest  as  well  as  our  duty  to  sustain  the 
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Normal  School  by  such  legislation  as  will  continue  it  io  a 
permanent  form,  as  the  most  efficient  means  at  onr  command 
for  elevating  the  standard  of  common  school  edncation,  hj 
furnishing  for  our  schools  a  class  of  well  qualified  teachers. 

Good  teachers  will  make  good  schools,  and  schools  made 
better  by  the  labors  of  energetic,  faithful  and  devoted 
teachers,  is  the  best  argument  we  can  present  to  the  people 
of  the  State  in  favor  of  improved  school  houses,  the  pro- 
viding of  the  necessary  furniture,  apparatus  and  books,  the 
co-operation  of  parents,  the  supervision  of  the  schools  and 
liberal  provision  for  their  encouragement  and  support 

You  have  already  been  informed  by  the  Governor  in  his 
late  message  to  the  Legislature,  that  *^  the  act  to  establish 
a  State  Normal  School  will  expire  on  the  9th  day  of  Febma- 
ry,  1860,  and  it  seems  requisite  that  some  action  be  had  on 
the  subject  during  your  present  session."  This  is  rendered 
necessary  from  the  considerations  set  forth  by  the  Governor 
in  his  message,  as  well  as  from  the  important  influence  it 
will  exert  upon  the  educational  interests  of  the  State,  in  all 
its  departments  for  the  ensuing  year. 

If  from  the  embarrassed  condition  of  the  State  Treasury 
or  other  considerations  you  are  not  prepared  to  make  the 
Normal  School  a  permanent  institution,  you  may  safely 
adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Governor,  in  which  I  fully 
concur,  and  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  now  in  force 
for  another  term  of  five  years. 

This  will  secure  to  the  schools  of  the  State  all  the  advan- 
tages resulting  from  the  continuance  of  the  Normal  School 
and  afford  to  the  trustees  thereof  an  opportunity  for  the  full 
developement  of  the  plan  now  in  operation  in  connection 
with  the  Model  School,  by  which  it  is  believed  the  Normal 
and  Model  Schools  may  ultimately  become  the  property  of 
the  State  without  the  appropriation  of  any  money  from  the 
State  Treasury  for  that  object. 

THE  MODEL  SCHOOL. 

The  Model  School,  established  in  connection  with  the 


11 

Normal  School,  and  forming  one  of  its  most  beautiful  fea- 
tures, is  intended  to,  and  does  exemplify  in  its  operation  the 
best  methods  of  teaching  the  branches  usually  taught  in  our 
best  graded  schools,  and  serves  as  a  model  for  them. 

It  also  aflFords  an  opportunity  for  the  pupil  teachers  in  the 
Normal  department  to  reduce  to  practice  the  principles  of 
the  art,  enabling  them  while  imparting  knowledge  to  others, 
to  receive  instruction  in  the  proper  management  of  a  school 
similar  to  that  in  which  they  are  preparing  to  engage. 

The  Model  School  is  one  of  the  best  schools  in  the  State, 
and  affords  to  those  connected  with  it,  at  a  reasonable  ex- 
pense, superior  educational  advantages,  while  its  connection 
with  the  Normal  School  furnishes  to  the  pupils  of  that  de- 
partment the  most  suitable  place  to  make  their  first  essays 
in  the  art  of  teaching. 

There  are  now  three  hundred  pupils  in  attendance  at  this 
School,  from  various  sections  of  the  State ;  its  condition  is 
highly  prosperous,  and  it  sustains  a  high  reputation  for 
thoroughness,  eflSciency  and  success. 

It  is  also  gratifying  to  inform  you  that  the  Model  School, 
not  only  sustains  itself,  but  that  under  the  contract  made 
with  "  the  proprietors  of  the  Model  School  building,"  it  is 
yielding  a  revenue  which  nmy,  if  desired,  be  devoted  to  the 
purchase  of  the  property  now  occupied  by  the  institution. 

THE  FABNUM  PREPARATORY  SCHOOL. 

The  Farnum  Preparatory  School,  originally  established  by 
the  liberality  of  Paul  Farnum,  as  a  local  institution,  but  now 
forming  a  part  of  our  State  system  of  general  education,  is 
in  a  highly  prosperous  condition. 

The  design  of  this  institution  is :  "  To  perfect  the  instru- 
mentalities of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  the  training  and 
education  of  teachers  for  her  public  schools,  and  to  furnish, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  model  of  a  well  organized  and  eflS- 
ciently  conducted  graded  school,  in  which  shall  be  exempli- 
fied  the  principles  of  education,  as  far  as  developed,  under- 
stood, and  practiced  at  the  present  day/* 
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In  pursaance  of  this  object,  the  school  commenced  opera- 
tions as  a  State  institution,  on  the  14th  day  of  Septembcfi 
1857,  and  will  complete  its  third  term  on  the  4th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  having  been  in  operation  bat  littljd  over  one  year. 

It  is  now  under  the  control  of  the  trustees  of  the  State 
Normal  School,  organized  and  conducted  on  a  plan  similar  to 
that  in  operation  in  the  latter  institution,  designed  to  furnish 
to  those  preparing  for  the  work  of  teaching,  that  elementary 
training  and  preparation  so  essential  to  sound  scholarship, 
preparatory  to  their  admission  in  the  Normal  School. 

The  number  of  pupils  now  in  attendance  is  one  hundred 
and  twenty ;  of  those  in  the  preparatory  department,  seven- 
teen are  preparing  for  the  work  of  teaching,  and  the  prospect 
is  that  this  number  will  be  much  increased  during  the  next 
session,  from  the  other  departments  of  the  School — a  fact 
which,  taken  in  connection  with  the  increasing  demand  com- 
ing up  from  all  parts  of  the  State  for  teachers  trained  in  the 
Normal  School,  furnishes  conclusive  evidence  of  the  value  of 
this  School  to  increase  and  perfect  the  means  by  which  good 
teachers  are  to  be  provided  for  our  public  schools. 

Prom  the  auspicious  indication^  that  attend  the  infancy  of 
this  institution,  may  we  not  anticipate  for  it  a  career  of 
great  usefulness  in  imparting  increased  efficiency  to  the 
means  employed  for  perfecting  our  school  system,  and  of 
diflfusing  among  the  people  the  blessings  of  general  educa- 
tion? 

THE  SCHOOL  LAW. 

Much  has  been  said  during  the  last  few  years  on  the  sub- 
ject of  changing  the  laws  of  the  State  on  the  subject  of  com- 
mon schools,  and  various  propositions  have,  from  time  to 
time,  been  made  on  the  subject. 

In  1855,  commissioners  were  appointed  to  revise  and 
codify  the  school  laws,  and  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
accompanied  with  a  bill  prepared  with  much  care  was  pre- 
sented  to  the  legislature  at  the  ensuing  session. 

ims  bill  proposed  a  radical  change  in  the  character  of 
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the  law,  and  its  provisions  were  deemed  so  important,  that 
its  consideration  was  postponed  nntil  the  next  session,  in 
order  that  its  claims  might  be  more  fully  examined  and  dis- 
cussed ;  but  notwithstanding  all  this,  it  has  failed  to  receive 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  legislature,  and  probably 
will  not  be  again  brought  before  you. 

The  act  of  1846,  with  the  changes  subsequently  made,  au- 
thorizes the  election  by  the  people  of  Town  Superintendents 
in  the  several  townships  of  the  State,  whoso  duty  it  is  to 
divide  their  respective  townships  into  convenient  school  dis- 
tricts, so  that  schools  may  be  organized  and  an  opportunity 
afforded  all  the  children  of  the  State  to  attend  school,  at 
some  convenient  place,  within  the  limits  of  their  respective 
districts. 

The  utility  of  this  provision  has  been  called  in  question, 
and  the  propriety  of  its  continuance  has  been  the  subject  of 
considerable  discussion. 

Were  it  a  new  question  to  be  now  decided  in  New  Jersey, 
whether  a  township  shall  constitute  a  single  district  for 
school  purposes,  under  the  control  of  a  local  board  of  educa- 
tion, or  be  divided,  for  this  purpose,  into  several  districts, 
as  at  present,  there  are  many  reasons  that  might  be  pre- 
sented in  favor  of  the  former  plan,  but  where  the  principal 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  its  adoption  arises  from  the  inconve- 
nience of  substituting  for  a  system  with  which  the  people 
are  familiar,  one  to  which  they  are  unaccustomed,  the  change 
would,  it  is  believed,  -prote  a  source  of  great  diflSculty  and 
embarrassment,  injuring,  rather  than  promoting,  the  inter- 
ests of  education. 

The  district  system,  like  any  other  that  may  be  adopted, 
depends  more  for  its  success  upon  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
executed  by  the  township  oflScer,  than  by  the  provisions  of 
the  law  on  the  subject,  the  best  law  being  powerless  for  good, 
if  its  administration  is  confided  to  those  who  lack  the  ability, 
inclination,  or  resolution  to  execute  it. 

The  proper  arrangement  of  the  school  districts,  so  as  to 
contain  sufficient  territory  and  population  to  sustain  a  good 
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school,  and  convenient  to  the  people  of  the  district,  is  ft 
matter  of  much  difficulty  to  those  who  are  charged,  bj  law, 
with  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and  its  proper  exerdse 
is  found  to  affect  materially,  the  permanency  and  success  of 
the  schools  established  in  the  several  districts. 

It  is  difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  to  regulate  this  matter 
by  law,  so  as  to  obviate  the  difficulties  complained  of,  and  it 
is  extremely  doubtful  if  any  new  mode  can  be  adopted  bj 
which  they  can  be  prevented  or  removed. 

As  a  general  rule  no  radical  change  should  be  made  in  a 
system  with  which  the  people  are  familiar  unless  from  the 
most  urgent  considerations,  and  if  a  change  on  this  subject 
be  desired  I  would  suggest  such  a  modification  only  as  will 
impose  an  effectual  check  to  the  formation  of  any  new  dis- 
tricts having  within  its  limits  less  than  sixty  children  of 
legal  school  age. 

The  principle  on  which  the  money  appropriated  and 
raised  for  scliool  purposes  is  apportioned  among  the  several 
counties,  townships  and  school  districts  of  the  State,  is 
another  feature  of  the  law  in  which  a  change  has  been  pro- 
posed. 

The  act  of  1846  apportioned  the  money  appropriated  by 
the  State  to  the  several  counties  in  the  ratio  of  the  taxes 
paid  by  said  counties  for  the  support  of  the  government  of 
this  State,  making  taxation,  the  evidence  only  of  wealth, 
the  basis  of  apportionment.  This  principle  was  found  to 
effect  injuriously  those  counties  possessing  less  wealth  but 
more  of  the  poor  and  uneducated  and  was  subsequently 
changed  by  the  act  of  1851,  which  adopted  population,  as 
the  only  correct  principle  on  which  the  money  appropriated 
by  the  State  should  be  apportioned  to  the  several  counties. 

It  would  have  been,  a  wise  provision  had  this  principle 
been  adopted  also  as  the  rule  of  apportionment  by  the  conn- 
ties  to  the  several  townships  of  the  State  with  but  one  con- 
dition, that  no  township,  the  inhabitants  of  which  do  not 
feel  sufficient  interest  in  the  cause  of  common  school  edu- 
cation to  raise  any  money  for  such  purposes  shouidfre- 
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^eive  the  benefit  of  appropriations  made  for  that  object 
!rom  the  State  Treasury,  bat  as  a  condition  of  its  reception, 
should  be  required  to  raise  by  tax  or  otherwise,  an  amount 
equal  to  that  apportioned  to  it. 

Such  a  provision  it  is  believed  would  seicure  the  raising 
of  money  in  all  the  townships  of  the  State  for  this  object, 
and  prove  a  stimulus  to  greater  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
people  in  raising  money  for  school  purposes. 

There  are  now  sixteen  townships  in  the  State  that  raise 
no  money  for  the  support  of  common  schools. 

The  rule  of  apportionment  by  the  counties  to  the  town- 
ships is  in  the  ratio  of  the  number  of  children  residing 
therein  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years  a^  as- 
certained by  the  reports  of  the  Town  Superintendents  made 
to  the  Board  of  Freeholders  of  the  several  counties.  This, 
as  a  general  rule  is  equitable  and  just,  the  number  of  chil- 
dren of  legal  school  age  bearing  a  pretty  uniform  relation  to 
the  whole  population  would  seem  to  indicate  that  it  might 
be  safely  adopted  as  a  good  rule  for  the  apportionment  of 
money  to  the  several  townships,  but  its  practical  operation, 
growing  out  of  the  failure  of  District  Trustees  to  make  the 
required  report  to  the  Town  Superintendents  and  of  the  im- 
perfect reports  from  this  cause,  of  the  Town  Superintendents 
to  the  Board  of  Freeholders,  makes  it  liable  to  strong  and 
serious  objections.  It  is  a  source  of  great  complaint,  and 
frequent  applications  are  made  to  the  State  Superintendent 
for  the  determination  of  questions  growing  out  of  difficul- 
ties connected  with  it. 

From  these  and  other  considerations  which  might  be  pre- 
sented I  am  of  opinion  that  if  the  rule  of  apportionment  was 
changed  in  the  manner  I  have  already  indicated,  it  would 
obviate  many  difficulties  that  now  occur  in  the  practical 
workings  of  the  present  system,  and  give  greater  simplicity 
and  uniformity  to  its  operations. 

The  apportionment  of  money  to  the  school  districts  of  the 
townships,  by  the  Town  Superintendents,  is  in  the  ratio  of 
the  number  of  children  of  legal  school  age,  residing  therein. 


16 

without  any  reference  whatever  to  the  establishment  of  schools 
in  the  districts,  or  the  number  of  children  in  attendance. 

In  this  respect  a  change  might  advantageously  be  made, 
so  as  to  apportion  the  money  among  the  several  school  disr- 
tricts,  in  the  ratio  of  the  average  daily  attendance. aLachooI 
in  each  district  during  the  year  preceding  the*^83K^'appo^ 
'.  tionment,  thus  making  it  the  interest,  as  well  as  the  duty  of 
all  to  urge  the  constant  and  regular  attendance  at  school  of 
all  the  children  of  the  district.    This  will  remedy,  to  some 
extent,  the  evils  of  irregular  attendance,  make  it  the  interest 
of  parents  and  others  to  sustain  the  schools,  secure  to  all 
the  children  of  the  district  an  equality  of  school  privilegeSi 
and  offer  inducements  for  their  prompt  and  regular  attend* 
ance. 

The  raising  of  money  for  the  support  of  schools,  and  for 
the  building,  repairing,  and  furnishing  of  school  houses,  rests 
mainly  with  the  people.  It  is  a  wise  provision  which  leaves 
to  them  the  power  and  responsibility  of  determining  for 
themselves,  and  by  their  own  voluntary  action,  nnder  no 
other  influence  of  compulsion  than  a  sense  of  public  duty 
and  legislative  aid,  the  great  question  of  providing  for  the 
educational  wants  of  the  people,  and  of  furnishing  the  means 
by  which  it  is  to  be  accomplished. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  not  only  in  this  State,  but 
elsewhere,  this  system  of  voluntary  action  in  the  support  of 
schools  has  been,  and  now  is,  eminently  successful. 

Under  its  operation  many  valuable  school  buildings,  the 
pride  and  ornament  of  the  State,  have  been  erected,  and  free 
schools  organized  and  established.  The  number  of  cities 
and  townships  of  the  State  in  which  free  schools  have  been 
maintained  during  the  last  year,  is  forty-three,  and  the 
number  is  constantly  increasing. 

The  law  also  provides  that  the  teachers  of  our  common 
schools  shall,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  office, 
be  tested  by  a  thorough  personal  examination,  and  by  a  fre- 
quent inspection  of  their  labors  afterwards.    This  examina- 


17 

Q  is  to  be  bad  before  a  board  of  examiners  appointed  by 
)  freeholders  of  the  several  counties, 
rhe  appointment  of  county  examiners  has  been  made  in 
t  few  of  the  counties  of  the  State,  to  the  serious  injury  of 
)  schools  and  the  interest  of  those  connected  with  them, 
d  the  question  has  arisen  whether  their  appointment  should 
t  be  otherwise  provided  for,  and  conferred  on  those  con* 
cted  with  the  teachers'  profession. 

I  am  happy  to  add,  in  this  connection,  that  the  subject  of 
pointing  examiners  has  received  greater  attention  during 
e  past  year,  and  appointments  have  been  made  in  counties 
iere  heretofore  it  has  been  neglected.  This  has  had  the 
•ect  of  benefiting  the  schools,  by  securing  for  them  a 
iss  of  better  qualified  teachers. 

No  teacher  can  be  employed  to  teach  in  our  public  schools, 
iless  regularly  licensed  according  to  law,  and  I  respectfully 
ggest  whether  the  law  on  this  subject  should  not  be  so 
odified,  as  to  confer  on  those  who  have  pursued  the  full 
mrse  of  study  and  practice  prescribed  for  graduation  in 
le  Normal  School,  and  who  have  received  its  diploma,  the , 
ime  privileges  as  are  conferred  on  regularly  licensed  teach-  j 
*s,  and  admit  them,  without  another  examination,  to  teach ( 
I  any  of  the  public  schools  of  the  State. 

The  common  school  system  of  New  Jersey,  though  imper- 
set  in  some  respects,  as  has  been  intimated  in  this  brief  ex- 
nination  of  some  of  its  provisions,  possesses,  nevertheless, 
iements  of  great  power,  and  when  fully  tested,  will  vindicate 
8  claims  to  the  cordial  sympathy  and  generous  support  of 
^ery  lover  of  his  race. 

Its  principles  may  be  regarded  as  settled ;  it  only  remains 
)  reduce  them  to  practice,  under  the  cpnviction  that  it  needs 
Qt  a  fair  trial  to  show  its  capacity  for  good,  in  the  elevation 
f  the  intellectual  and  moral  powers  of  the  people,  adopting, 
5  we  proceed,  such  modifications  in  perfecting  its  details, 
3  experience  shall  suggest  in  the  developement  of  its  prin- 
iples. 

This  must  be  the  work  of  time ;  but  when  we  look  «i.t  '^\\a.\» 
2  ' 
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has  been  accomplished  in  our  State  within  the  last  few  years, 
in  the  success  and  developement  of  the  system,  from  the 
liberal  and  enUghtened  spirit  of  enterprise  and  progress, 
which  is  stirring  to  its  depths  the  public  mind  of  the  State,  I 
anticipate  a  progress  in  education,  and  in  the  general  diffh' 
sion  of  knowledge  among  the  people,  during  the  next  few 
years,  that  will  more  than  realize  our  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations. 

As  has  already  been  intimated,  our  school  system  depends 
more  for  its  success  upon  the  various  local  authorities,  to 
whose  supervision  its  interests  are  more  immediately  com- 
mitted, and  to  the  character  of  the  teachers  employed  in  the 
schools,  than  to  any  material  changes  in  the  organic  law  o& 
the  subject,  and  while  I  have  thought  proper  to  invite  your 
attention  to  some  amendments  which  experience  suggests  as 
calculated  to  give  greater  eflSciency  to  our  school  laws,  I 
deem  it  of  more  importance  to  secure  a  faithful  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  in  the  examination,  su- 
pervision and  inspection  of  the  schools,  and  in  the  continu- 
ance of  the  means  provided  for  supplying  them  with  well 
qualified  teachers,  than  to  attempt  to  correct,  by  new  and 
untried  legislation,  the  defects  of  the  present  system. 
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teachers'  INSTrrUTES. 


ichers'  Institutes  have  been  held  during  the  year  in  all 
)unties  of  the  State,  except  Camden  and  Monmouth,  at 
me  and  place  designated  in  the  following  table : 


Jounties. 

Time  of  Meeting. 

Place. 

itic,    .     • 

October  13th, 

Absecom. 

# 

3n,      .     . 

September  6th,  • 

English   Neighborhood. 

ngton,    . 

May  4th, 

Burlington. 

May,      . 

September  5th, 

Cold  Spring. 

)erland,  . 

August  23d, 

Millville. 

1   •     •    . 

April  5th, 

Newark. 

jester,     . 

August  16  th, 

Clarksboro'. 

on,     .     . 

June  14th, 

Hudson  City. 

erdon,    . 

June  21st, 

Frenchtown. 

er,      .    . 

October  18th, 

Pennington. 

lesex,     . 

December  14th, 

Metuchin. 

is,      .     . 

August  23d,    • 

Morristown. 

•1,  •    •    • 

February  22d, 

Barnegat. 

ic,      .    . 

Paterson. 

1,  .     .    . 

October  4th, 

Salem. 

rset,  .     . 

August  23d, 

Bound  Brook. 

X,        .     . 

October  25th, 

!S'ewton. 

D,  .       .       • 

July  19  th, 

Elizabeth. 

en,     .     . 

March  29  th, 

Belvidere. 

e  nature  and  value  of  Teachers'  Institutes,  as  a  means 
proving  the  qualifications  of  teachers,  and  of  awaken- 
1  the  public  mind  a  deeper  interest  on  the  subject  of 
ition,  having  been  discussed  in  former  reports  to  the 
ature,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  my  present  purpose  to 
that  the  interest  in  these  meetings  of  the  teachers  is 
ising  in  most  portions  of  the  State,  and  that,  through 
Dstrumentality,  the  public  mind  is  being  aroused  to  the 
:tance  of  the  proper  education  of  the  youth  of  our  State, 
0  a  consideration  of  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  ac- 
lished. 

3  success  attending  their  operation  during  the  past  year, 
ms  the  opinion  heretofore  expressed  of  their  value,  as 
Btrument  in  promoting  directly  the  interests  of  public 
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education,  and  as  a  public  measure  tb^  tltilitjr  of  wbich  ha9 
been  fully  demonstrated,  it  deserves  and  should  receiye  the 
continued  favor  and  patronage  of  the  legislature. 

DISTRIBUTION  OP  BOOKS  TO  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  acts  authorizing  and  directing  the  purchase  of  "  Web- 
ster's Unabridged  Dictionary,"  and  "  Lippincott's  Pro- 
nouncing Gazetteer,"  for  the  use  of  the  schools,  have  been 
complied  with,  but  no  purchases  of  books  have  been  made 
since  the  presentation  of  my  annual  report  to  the  legislature 
in  January  last ;  the  supply  then  on  hand  has  been  sufficient 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  schools  during  the  year. 

THE  SCHOOL  FUND. 

The  amount  of  the  school  fund  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  was  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and  one 
cent,  ($432,795  01,)  having  increased  during  the  year,  after 
meeting  the  increased  appropriations  out  of  the  income  of 
the  fund,  sixteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-seven 
dollars,  ($16,147  00.) 

CONCLUSION. 

I  have  endeavored  in  the  preceding  remarks  to  present  to 
you,  briefly,  the  present  condition  of  the  common  schools  of 
the  State,  the  evidences  of  their  increasing  prosperity,  and, 
in  connection  therewith,  such  suggestions  and  recommenda- 
tions as  will,  if  adopted,  give  them  greater  efiSciency. 

My  aim  has  been  to  furnish  you,  as  far  as  possible,  with 
such  information  as  will  show  the  practical  workings  of  the 
system,  the  results  attained  through  its  instrumentality,  and 
its  power  to  accomplish  the  work  for  which  it  is  designed; 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  most  important  practical  question 
that  concerns  the  future  of  our  State  is,  how  shall  we  im- 
prove and  perfect  our  system  of  general  education,  and  se- 
cure to  the  people  the  blessings  of  the  elevated  general  edu- 
cation of  the  young,  which,  having  the  promise  and  blessing 
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of  God,  diffasing  its  light  and  elegance  over  the  ordinary 
^walks  of  life,  will  ever  be  the  surest  source  of  wealth,  peace, 
prosperity  and  happiness  to  the  whole  people. 

With  the  confident  belief  that  the  subject  will  receive,  at 
your  hands,  the  attention  its  importance  demands,  this  report 
-is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  H.  PHILLIPS, 
I  State  Superintendent. 

'  Office  op  State  Superintendent  op  Public  Schools, 
^-  January  15th,  1859. 
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APPENDIX. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  REPORTS  OF  TOWNSHIP 

SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ATLANTIC  COUNTY. 


EGG  HARBOB  TOWNSHIP. 


The  teachers  of  this  township  have  licenses  according  to 
law. 

Free  schools,  or  partly  free,  have  been  kept  some  part  of 
the  year  in  all  of  the  district.  DAVID  LAKE, 

Tovm  Superintendent 


GALLOWAY. 

In  conformity  with  our  school  laws,  I  herewith  transmit 
the  annual  report  of  the  state  of  schools  in  this  township, 
and  which  is  unavoidably  not  as  reliable  as  it  could  have 
been  made,  but  for  the  very  imperfect  and  formless  manner 
in  which  some  teachers  report,  and  from  the  fact  that  some 
do  not  report  at  all,  and  not  one  at  the  close  of  the  term  as 
the  law  requires. 


Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary  and  Lippincott's  Grazet- 
teer,  and  my  opinion  is,  unless  the  State  famishes  onr  schoob 
with  saitable  books  and  appiotitasy  teachers  and  sdiolsrs 
shall  remain  in  want  of  them,  and  although,  we,  as  a  people 
should  oppose  the  prohibition  of  the  Bible  firom  our  schools, 
yet  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  very  few  contain  this  precious 
treasure — the  Book  of  books.  None  of  our  schools  haTC  a 
map  of  the  State  nor  county.  I  am  inclined  to  think  it 
would  be  a  public  benefit  if  the  walls  of  our  school  rooms 
were  ornamented  with  maps  and  school  mottoes,  and  pictures 
of  scholars  occupying  right  and  wrong  positions  in  readbg 
and  writing,  and  also  some  pictures  or  portraits  of  some  of 
our  great  men,  such  as  Washington,  Franklin  and  others. 
The  school  room  should  be  made  interesting,  not  only  for 
the  teachers  and  scholars,  but  for  the  parents  also.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  very  few  of  the  parents  seem  to  take  any 
interest  in  visiting  our  schools.  We  hare  commenced  fiir- 
nishing  our  school  rooms  with  mottoes  in  large  letters  to  be 
pasted  or  nailed  on  the  wall.* 

I  haTc  visited  the  schools  twice,  and  have  invited  the 
trustees  to  meet  and  visit  with  me.  In  some  districts  they 
have  all  attended  and  in  others  not  any,  and  I  find  that 
where  the  trustees  and  parents  manifest  an  interest  in  the 
sdiools,  the  teacher  and  scholars  are  more  interested,  and 
the  schools  more  prosperous.  Corporal  punishment  is  abol- 
ished by  some  of  our  teachers,  and  I  think  it  has  a  very 
good  efieet.  The  scholars  seem  to  have  more  respect  for 
their  teacher  than  where  the  custom  of  boodng  their  ears  or 
applying  the  rod  for  an  offence  is  stiU  practiced ;  the  aeholais 
being  induced  to  do  right  by  being  rewarded* 

We  have  seven  school  houses,  built  of  wood ;  most  cl 
them  are  too  small,  bring  aboat  ten  by  26  feet,  and  contain- 
ing only  one  room.  Foor  have  each  a  small  entry  or  Imll. 
Fiv^  of  the  districts  have  become  inooipcHmted,  and  the 
schivl  houses  in  tho^,  madi  better  faraished  with  desks  and 
^>ai*  than  tho^  that  are  noc  Xot  any  are  sojqOied  with 
tk^  projKar  apparatus:  only  two  have pbqr grounds  attached. 
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We  have  six  parts  of  districts ;  the  children  from  three  of 
those  attend  school  in  adjoining  townships.  The  books 
mostly  ased  are  Wilson's  U.  S.  fiistorj,  Sander's  Series, 
and  McGuffey's  ;  Mitchell's  Geography,  and  Ivison  and 
Phin^ey ;  Smith's  Grammar ;  Thompson's,  Smith's  and  Wil- 
lett's  Arithmetic. 

Although  our  teachers  are  not  all  what,  we  desire  they 
should  be,  we  are  happy  to  say  that  some  are  well  qualified 
and  others  are  endeavoring  to  give  satisfaction  to  their  em- 
ployers by  doing  the  best  they  can*  In  many  of  the  dis- 
tricts the  general  complaint  is  their  inability  to  employ  a 
well  qualified  teacher,  and  I  believe  that  unless  the  State  fur- 
nishes  the  means  for  educating  our  youth,  a  large  majority 
shall  remain  wanting  or  destitute  of  that  good  part  or  por- 
tion which  should  be  provided  for  them  to  become  good 
citizens.  JOHN  A.  TERHUNE. 

Totvn  Superintendent* 


LODI. 

• 

The  Town  Superintendent  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  the 
expediency  of  having  a  law  passed  making  it  obligatory  on 
the  part  of  the  trustees  of  the  various  districts  to  report  to 
the  Town  Superintendent.  It  will  readily  be  seen  that  this 
would  aid  him  much  in  making  a  correct  report  to  the  State 
Superintendent. 

Such  a  law  has  been  for  some  years  in  operation  in  the 
State  of  New  Tprk,  and  has  been  found  to  work  well.  No 
district  failing  through  its  Trustees  so  to  report,  is  entitled 
to  its  public  money.  This  secures  promptness  on  the  part 
of  the  Trustees. 

District  No.  1  has  made  manifest  progress  this  year.  $200 
liave  been  raised  for  improving  the  school  house,  and  a  fur- 
ther tax  will  probably  be  raised  next  Spring  for  employing 
an  assistant  teacher. 

AVERY  S.  WALKER, . 
Tovm  Sziperintendent. 
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assigned,  so  far  as  known,  is  that  the  teachers  residing  in 
remote  sections  of  the  county  suffer  much  delay  and  incon- 
venience in  waiting  upon  the  examiners.  At  the  late 
Teachers'  Institute  in  this  county,  a  committee  of  teachers 
was  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Board  of  Freeholders  and 
solicit  the  appointment  of  examiners.  It  is  probable  their 
reasonable  request  will  be  granted  next  year. 

Two  of  the  schools  of  the  township,  viz:  Port  Lee  free 
school  and  Mechanics  school  at  Ooytesville,  are  free,  the  for- 
mer since  the  passage  of  the  special  act  of  the  Legislature, 
incorporating  the  trustees,  and  the  latter  from  the  time  of 
the  formation  of  the  district 

A  Female  Institute,  organized  independently  of  the  school 
act,  has  recently  been  established  in  the  township  with 
highly  flattering  prospects  of  usefulness  and  success. 

The  interest  manifested  in  behalf  of  public  education 
continues  unabated.  Great  pains  are  taken  by  the  trustees 
of  the  several  school  districts  to  secure  the  services  of  well 
qualified  teachers,  whom  they  are  willing  to  pay  liberally. 

The  school  houses  are  generally  in  excellent  condition. 
A  new  school  house  has  been  built  within  the  present  year, 
which,  in  external  appearance  and  internal  appointments, 
challenges  competition. 

A  uniform  series  of  text  books  has  been  introduced  in 
the  majority  of  the  schools,  and  it  is  highly  probable  that 
before  the  expiration  of  another  year  all  the  schools  will 
enter  into  the  arrangement. 

The  Township  Teachers'  Association,  spoken  of  in  former 
reports;  continues  to  hold  monthly  meetings  with  marked 
success  and  profit,  both  to  the  members  themselves  and  the 
schools  in  their  charge. 

JOHN  VAN  BRtJNT, 
Town  SuperifUendent. 
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those  not  previously  supplied,  with  "  Webster's  Unabridged 
Dictionary."  These  works  are  likely  to  be  of  great  use,  as 
they  are  very  frequently  referred  to  by  the  pupils,  and  this 
practice  has  been  generally  commended  by  the  Town  Super- 
intendent. 

The  text  books  in  use  continue  the  same,  with  the  excep- 
tion that  an  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  uniformity  in 
some  of  the  schools  where  a  great  variety  was  found  a  year 
ago,  and  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  success. 

Our  board  of  chosen  freeholders  have  refused  to  appoint 
a  board  of  examiners  for  the  present  year,  and  our  teachers 
are  all  acting  under  licenses  received  from  former  examiners. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  irregularity  of  the  attendance  of 
scholars  in  our  country  districts,  I  subjoin  the  report  from 
one,  which  has  been  drawn  up  with  considerable  care : 
Whole  number  of  children  in  district,     -        -        -        103 
^Number  who  have  attended  nine  months,  but  less  than 

twelve  months, 5 

.Number  who  have  attended  six  months,  but  less  than 

nine  months, 24 

Number  who  have  attended  three  months,  but  less  than 

six, 17 

Number  who  have  attended  less  than  three  months,  25 

Total  attendance, 71 

Average  number  of  visits  made  to  the  schools,     25 

ISAAC  HAMILTON, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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BOBDENTOTm. 

All  the  parts  of  a  great  enterprise  are  seldom  or  ever  per- 
fected at  once.  It  requires  time  and  experience.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  system  of  public  education  which  has  been  adopted 
by  our  State,  there  seems  to  be  a  Tory  general  impression, 
that  for  the  education  of  her  children  she  ought  to  make 
greater  appropriations.  Her  honor,  glory,  power, 'stability, 
require  it — in  fact,  it  is  demanded  on  the  plain  principles  of 
equality  and  justice.  As  it  now  is,  comparatively  speaking, 
nothing  is  given,  when  viewed  in  relation  to  the  importance 
and  magnitude  of  the  object,  and  the  ample  and  incre^og 
resources  of  the  State.  The  social  circle,  to  be  elevated, 
happy  and  prosperous,  must  be  instructed,  educated,  en- 
lightened ;  and  so  is  it  with  every  state  and  nation.  Only  , 
leave  it  to  the  baleful  influence  of  ignorance,  and  you  necesai* 
rily  confine  it  to  a  low  and  narrow  sphere.  There  is  no  power 
to  raise.  But  educate  the  physical,  intellectual  and  moral 
powers  of  man,  and  you  give  economy,  frugality,  energy, 
perseverance — everything  that  adorns,  ennobles  and  qualifies 
for  all  the  varied  duties  and  high  responsibilities  of  life. 
Money  is  well  expended  in  the  banishment  of  ignorance  and 
the  introduction  of  knowledge.  Every  individual,  state  or 
nation  that  reasons  or  reflects,  must  acknowledge  that  it  is 
far  more  onerous  to  support  pauperism,  crime,  poor  houses, 
jails,  and  state  prisons,  than  schools  of  a  high  rank  and 
order.  One  evil  disposed  person,  at  the  midnight  hour,  may 
destroy  life  and  property  of  far  more  value  than  is  required 
to  sustain  the  education  of  a  thousand  children  for  years. 
Let  then  the  appropriations,  whether  individual  or  state,  be 
liberal,  munificent,  such  as  clearly  to  evince  to  every  be- 
holder, that  the  importance  of  the  object  for  which  the  ap- 
propriation is  made,  is  in  some  measure  appreciated. 

And  who  does  not  see^  that  with  liberal  means,  a  far  higher 
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order  of  talent  may  and  will  be  secured,  to  train  the  im- 
:  mortal  powers  of  our  youthful  and  rising  generation  ?  We 
need  such  talent ;  but  with  present  rewards,  it  cannot  ordi- 
narily  be  obtained.  Teaching  is  a  laborious  employment. 
Many  that  are  qualified  cannot  endure  the  labor,  and  if  they 
ean,  they  will  not,  for  a  higher  compensation  is  offered  in 
almost  every  other  pursuit  or  calling  in  life.  Many  of  our 
ieadiers  are  overburdened  with  too  great  a  number  of 
teholars,  and  if  tlie  progress  be  not  as  rapid  as  it  might  be, 
under  more  favorable  circumstances,  in  all  cases  they  will 
bardly  escape  censure.  We  therefore  not  only  need  a  greater 
number  of  competent  teachers,  but  a  systematic  classification 
of  text  books.  This  would  save  expense,  and  promote  the 
olgeots  of  education.  The  military  ordinance  of  offence  and 
defence  is  not  always  the  same,  and  no  enlightened  com- 
mander would  hazard  in  battle  the  interests  of  his  country, 
with  the  same  armor  with  which  Alexander  or  Caesar,  Wash, 
ii^gton  or  Greene  conquered.  In  every  department  improve- 
ment is  the  order  of  the  day.  And  as  our  government  ap- 
points a  committee  of  ordinance  and  inspection,  why  should 
not  every  state  appoint  a  classical  and  scientific  board  to 
select  the  best  and  most  improved  works  on  education,  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  rising  generation  ?  and  not  leave 
ibis  selection  as  it  is  now  left,  to  the  injury  of  thousands. 

And  why  should  not  our  schools  have  libraries,  and  the 
size  to  be  in  accordance  to  the  number  of  scholars  ?  For  in 
every  school  there  are  some  who  would  be  greatly  benefitted 
in  having  access  to  a  fountain  of  history,  biography,  travels 
lind  poetry.  And  why  not,  in  addition  to  the  more  simple 
elements  of  education,  teach  some  of  the  plain  principles  of 
onr  government,  the  laws  of  health,  and  the  best  modes  of 
liQsbandry,  on  which  the  wealth  and  happiness  of  our  nation 
80  essentially  depend  ?  And  why  not  urge  to  a  longer  pur- 
suit in  the  career  of  knowledge  ?  The  training  is  long  to 
make  a  hub-nail,  and  short  to  discipline  the  mind  to  enjoy 
the  glories  of  a  created  universe. 

A.  SCOVEL, 
ToiDti  SupeTiute»id.e:at« 
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BUBLINGTON.  ' 


In  transmitting  to  you  the  annual  report  from  this  town- 
ship, I  take  occasion  to  say,  that  our  schools  in  the  city  of 
Eurlington  are  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  will  compare 
favorably  with  most  of  the  high  schools  elsewhere.  They, 
are  under  the  care  of  an  efficient  principal,  and  a  commend- 
able interest  is  steadily  manifested  in  tiiem  by  the  board  of 
trustees.  The  brs^ches  taught  include  most  of  the  studies 
comprised  in  a  sound  English  education,  and  in  the  depart- 
ment of  mathematics,  especially,  there  is  unusual  tlioroagh- 
ness. 

In  the  schools  without  the  city  limits,  there  is  too  little 
interest  manifested  on.  the  part  of  trustees  and  parents,  as  a 
general  rule,  and  the  value  of  a  good  education  does  not  yet 
seem  to  have  received  a  proper  estimate  on  the  part  of  the 
rural  population  of  this  State. 

The  amount  of  $809  84,  under  the  eighteenth  head  of  my 
report,  is  made  up  of  $510  surplus  revenue,  and  $299  84 
received  from  my  predecessor. 

All  the  teachers  in  the  township  have  been  regularly  ex- 
amined and  licensed.  There  are  no  county  examiners,  and 
hence  I  conduct  the  examinations. 

J.  HOWARD  PUGH, 
Town  Superintendent. 

EVESHAM. 

Having  been  but  a  short  time  in  the  capacity  of  School 
Superintendent,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  point  out  the  de- 
fects of  the  present  school  system.  I  think,  however,  we 
suffer  a  loss,  by  not  having  a  sufficient  number  of  qualified 
teachers^  and  I  expect  this  will  remain  to  be  so,  at  the 
present  low  price  of  tuition.  We  have  no  county  examiners, 
neither  have  we  any  free  schools  in  the  township. 

JOSIAH  ROBERTS, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 
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LITTLE  EGG  HABBOB. 

The  accompanying  statistical  report  is  derived  from  what 
information  I  have  been  able  to  procure  from  the  papers 
left  by  the  late  Superintendent,  and  by  personal  inquiry  of 
the  trustees  and  teachers  in  the  several  districts. 

Having  been  appointed  to  the  oflfice  in  August  last,  very 
little  has  passed  under  mj  immediate  observation,  from 
"which  to  compile  a  report.  From  the  sixth  to  the  thirteenth 
oolumns  inclusive,  the  statements  are  approximative  only, 
but  will  not,  I  belief,  materially  diflfer  from  the  truth. 

The  figures  in  the  other  columns  are  substantially  correct. 
Schools  have  been  taught  in  every  district  in  the  township 
at  least  three  months  of  the  past  year,  and  I  have  therefore 
reported  eleven  schools,  although  but  five  are  at  present  in 
operation.  I  have  also  reported  the  whole  number  of  teach- 
ers who  have  been  employed  in  the  township  at  any  time 
during  the  past  year,  when  only  five  are  now  engaged  in 
teaching. 

The  school  in  district  No.  3  is  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Society  of  friends,  and  although  essentially  a  district 
school,  its  aflfairs  are  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  school  law.  Its  details 
are  included  in  the  data  from  which  the  accompanying  sta- 
tistics are  prepared. 

No  county  examiners  have  been  appointed,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  duty  of  licensing  teachers  devolves  upon  the 
superintendent  and  trustees,  whose  practice  heretofore  has 
been  to  grant  licenses  without  examinations. 

Since  my  appointment,  however,  all  the  teachers  entering 
the  public  schools  have  been  examined  and  licensed  accord- 
ing  to  law,  with  the  co-operation  of  one  or  more  of  the 
trustees  of  the  district  in  which  each  candidate  was  teach- 
ing. 

The  school  houses,  eleven  in  number,  are  all  of  frame,  and 
many  of  them  have  been  constructed  with  but  little  regard 
to  the  comfort  or  convenience  of  teachers  or  scholars.    It 
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BOBDENTOWN. 

All  the  parts  of  a  great  enterprise  are  seldom  or  ever  per- 
fected at  once.  It  requires  time  and  experience.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  system  of  public  education  which  has  been  adopted 
by  our  State,  there  seems  to  be  a  Tery  general  impression, 
that  for  the  education  of  her  children  she  ought  to  make 
greater  appropriations.  Her  honor,  glory,  power, 'stability, 
require  it — in  fact,  it  is  demanded  ^n  the  plain  principles  of 
equality  and  justice.  As  it  now  is,  comparatively  speaking, 
nothing  is  given,  when  viewed  in  relation  to  the  importance 
and  magnitude  of  the  object,  and  the  ample  and  increasing 
resources  of  the  State.  The  social  circle,  to  be  elevated, 
happy  and  prosperous,  must  be  instructed,  educated,  en- 
lightened ;  and  so  is  it  with  every  state  and  nation.  Only 
leave  it  to  the  baleful  influence  of  ignorance,  and  you  necessa- 
rily confine  it  to  a  low  and  narrow  sphere.  There  its  no  power 
to  raise.  But  educate  the  physical,  intellectuail  and  moral 
powers  of  man,  and  you  give  economy,  frugality,  energy, 
perseverance — everything  that  adorns,  ennobles  and  qualifies 
for  all  the  varied  duties  and  high  responsibilities  of  life. 
Money  is  well  expended  in  the  banishment  of  ignorance  and 
the  introduction  of  knowledge.  Every  individual,  state  or 
nation  that  reasons  or  reflects,  must  acknowledge  that  it  is 
far  more  onerous  to  support  pauperism,  crime,  poor  houses, 
jails,  and  state  prisons,  than  schools  of  a  high  rank  and 
order.  One  evil  disposed  person,  at  the  midnight  hour,  may 
destroy  life  and  property  of  far  more  value  than  is  required 
to  sustain  the  education  of  a  thousand  children  for  years. 
Let  then  the  appropriations,  whether  individual  or  state,  be 
liberal,  munificent,  such  as  clearly  to  evince  to  every  be- 
holder, that  the  importance  of  the  object  for  which  the  ap- 
propriation  is  made,  is  in  some  measure  appreciated. 

And  who  does  not  see,  that  with  liberal  means,  a  far  higher 


MANSFIELD. 

In  addition  to  the  information  giyen  in  the  statistical  re- 
port, I  would  say  that  our  schools  are  in  good  condition. 
The  teachers  of  the  township  are  licensed,  and  for  the  most 
part  belieyed  to  be  well  qualified  for  teaching.  There  being 
no  county  examiners  the  teachers  have  been  secured  by  the 
trustees  and  Superintendent.  Our  schools  have  been  well 
attended  during  the  year. 

I  have  been  present  at  some  of  the  examinations,  and 
have  been  instructed  as  well  as  gratified  to  see  some  of  the 
small  children  manifesting  a  tact  and  readiness  of  percep- 
tion unlooked  for  and  unexpected.  I  think  the  schools  in 
our  township  labor  under  a  great  disadvantage  for  want  of 
a  regular  system  of  books. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  township,  at  the  last  annual  town 
meeting  voted  to  pay  three  cents  per  day  for  the  time  taught, 
including  the  State  appropriation. 

C.  W.  REEVE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


NORTHAMPTON. 

Yoxk  will  herewith  receive  the  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  public  schools  of  this  township  for  the  past  year. 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying,  that  our  schools  are  now  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition. 

The  trustees  of  the  Mount  Holly  district,  finding  that  their 
schools  were  in  a  very  crowded  condition,  and  believing  that 
where  the  schools  are  supported  principally  by  taxes  assessed 
on  all  the  inhabitants,  that  all  should  have  the  privilege  of 
sending  their  children  to  said  schools,  called  a  public  meet- 
ing of  the  taxable  inhabitants,  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
building  an  addition  to  the  public  school  house,  at  which 
meeting  it  was  resolved,  by  almost. a  unanimous  vote,  that 
an  addition  of  brick,  two  stories  high,  thirty-five  by  twenty- 
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eight  feet,  should  be  erected,  and  authorizing  an  assessment 
for  the  expense,  which  building,  handsomely  stuccoed,  was 
completed  and  fully  occupied  early  in  September,  and  bov 
presents  quite  an  imposing  appearance,  and  has  three  dis- 
tinct play  grounds,  of  ample  size  for  the  different  diTisioDS 
to  exercise  in. 

P.  S.  BUNTING, 
ToiDn  Superintendent. 

SOUTHAMPTON. 

I  herewith  present  my  report,  and  will  only  add,  that  I 
have  experienced  considerable  diflSculty  in  collecting  the  re- 
quired information,  in  consequence  of  the  frequent  changes 
of  teachers  in  our  schools,  particularly  as  in  almost  every 
case  the  teachers  have  neglected  to  comply  with  their  in- 
structions to  report  to  the  trustees  when  leaving  their  schools. 
I  believe,  however,  that  the  figures  are  very  nearly  correct. 
All  our  schools  are,  at  present,  in  successful  operation,  in 
charge  of  efficient  teachers. 

CHAS.  B.  JONES, 
Toton  Superintendent. 


WILLINGBORO'. 

You  have,  doubtless,  received  my  tabular  report  ere  this. 
I  regret  to  say,  that  the  same  impediments  remain  in  the  waj 
of  an  accurate  report,  which  I  referred  to  in  my  last  annual 
report — the  want  of  interest  on  the  part  of  teachers,  from 
the  fact  that  a  great  majority  of  them  are  not  engaged  for 
more  than  three  or  four  months  at  a  time,  and  cannot  possibly 
feel  that  the  well-being  of  the  school  requires  of  them  a 
strict  adherence  to  a  system,  except  that  which  their  own 
crude  notions  may  suggest. 

There  are,  I  am  happy  to  say,  three  exceptions  to  the  above, 
out  of  eight  district  schools  under  my  charge,  two  of  which 
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have  adopted  the  Normal  School  system  of  teaching  and 
class  books,  and  necessarily  are  in  a  highly  prosperous  condi- 
tion. The  other,  taught  by  a  graduate  of  the  Philadelphia 
Normal  School,  is  fully  up  to  the  standard  of  the  day. 

The  amount  of  money  received  from  all  sources,  as  far  as 
I  can  ascertain,  is — from  the  State  appropriation,  $500;  school 
Ij  assessment,  $750 — total,  $1,250.  Some  of  the  schools  assess 
a  per  capita  tax  upon  the  pupils  who  attend  school,  the  collec- 
tion of  which  is  so  uncertain,  that  no  reliable  account  of  the 
sum  can  be  reached. 

In  fact,  the  present  system  of  education  is  so  inefficient  for 
the  purposes  intended — the  erecting  and  maintaining  free 
schools — that  nothing  less  than  a  radical  reformation  of  the 
whole  system  will  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  people  for  the 
fixture.  Let  our  legislators  look  to  it,  lest  they  be  weighed 
in  the  balance  and  be  found  wanting  in  the  estimation  of 
their  constituents. 

WILLIAM  BRYAN, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 


CAMDEN  COUNTY. 


CENTRE  TOWNSHIP. 


There  are  no  county  examiners ;  the  teachers  are  examined 
and  licensed  by  the  Township  Superintendent  and  District 
Trustees.    All  of  the  schools  have  been  kept  free. 

There  are  several  of  the  children  of  the  township  that  go 
to  school  out  of  the  township,  and  therefore  are  not  enume- 
rated in  the  report. 

ZEBEDEE  NICHOLSON, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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IteWTON. 

In  consequence  of  the  frequent  change  of  teachens,  and 
the  absence  of  proper  school  registers  in  some  of  our  schools,' 
I  find  it  difficult  to  make  our  statistics  as  accurate  as  I  would' 
like,  but  I  think  the  enclosed  are  nearly  correct.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  there  still  seems  to  be  an  interest  manifested 
in  this  township  in  relation  to  the  education  of  our  youth, 
and  I  think  since  my  last  report  some  improvement  both  in 
system  and  efficiency.  We  have  no  county  examiners  in  this 
county,  therefore  the  duty  of  licensing  teachers  devolves 
upon  the  Superintendent  and  trustees,  which  has  been  at- 
tended to  according  to  law.  It  will  be  observed  that  we 
report  but  six  districts  this  year  instead  of  seven  as  former- 
ly. In  explanation  permit  me  to  say  that  the  seventh  being 
very  small,  having  only  nine  children  between  the  age  of  5 
and  18  years^  and  no  school  accommodations,  has  been  an- 
nexed to  the  fifth,  making  but  one  of  the  two ;  District  No. 
5  have  established  a  colored  school  with  colored  male 
teacher  and  about  40  scholars,  that  seems  to  bo  doing  good 
service.  No.  6  have  completed  the  enlargement  of  their 
school  house,  making  three  rooms  that  will  seat  60  scholars 
each,  at  a  cost  of  about  seven  hundred  dollars,  that  has  been 
entirely  paid  for.  Other  districts  have  repaired  their  sqhool 
rooms,  so  that  all  our  schools  at  present  are  pretty  comfort- 
able, and  supplied  with  efficient  teachers;  but  we  still  want 
a  greater  interest  on  the  part  of  parents  in  order  to  secure 
a  more  regular  attendance.  There  appears  to  be  a  prettj 
general  opinion  with  the  friends  of  public  or  free  schools  in 
this  township  that  the  means  of  sustaining  free  schools 
should  be  provided  by  the  State  instead  of  the  .unstable 
course  of  leaving  it  discretionary  with  townships,  and  they 
express  a  hope  that  our  State  Legislature  may  take  the  matter 
into  serious  consideration  this  present  winter. 

MOSES  HAMMELL, 
Town  Supef  intendenL 
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WATERPORD. 

In  transmitting  my  annual  report,  I  haye  made  very  little 
j^ange  from  that  of  last  year.  I  believe  the  schools  are  in 
good  condition  as  at  any  period  within  my  knowledge. 
dh.  teachers  and  trustees  manifest  a  laudable  interest,  and 
[  1  find  by  my  visits,  the  children  are  improving  as  much  as 
^▼e  can  expect. 

SAMUEL  S.  WILLS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


CAPE  MAY  COUNTY. 

LOWER    TOWNSHIP. 

^    In  accordance  with  the  general  custom,  I  will  offer  a  few 
H .  remarks  in  reference  to  our  schools  in  this  township.    I 
S   have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  marking  progress  hereto- 
; ,  fore.    Our  schools  do  not  come  up  to  a  satisfactory  standard 
^    nor  never  will  until  a  greater  interest  is  taken  for  their  ad- 
vancement.   Our  county  examiners  strictly  attend  to  duty ; 
license  is  given  by  a  regular  gradation  from  one  to  six 
grades,  the  last  being  the  lowest  for  which  a  license  is  given. 
Trustees  are  not  always  careful  enough  in  selecting  teachers 
of  sufiScient  competency,  but  employ  those  whom  they  can 
get  the  cheapest  and  with  the  least  trouble.    The  power  of 
veloing'all  contracts  made  with  incompetent  teachers  by  the 
trtistees,  being  given  to  the  superintendent,  would  perhaps 
make  trustees  more  careful  in  their  selection. 

Some  good  arrangements  have  been  made  in  some  of  the 
districts  to  do  away  with  such  a  variety  of  books,  and  I 
hope  to  see  all  the  districts  coming  into  the  plan  soon.  Some 
of  our  school  houses  are  too  small  and  inconvenient.    May 
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rot  and  rust  soon  finish  them,  that  they  may  give  place  for 
larger  and  better  ones,  and  may  every  school  be  taught  by 
a  good  teacher,  with  an  assistant.  The  schools  are  all  free 
but  one.  The  trustees  wish  to  keep  the  school  open  nine 
months,  at  least,  if  possible.  One  district  has  been  incorpo- 
rated this  year,  which  is  the  only  incorporated  district  in 

the  township. 

NATHAN  C.  PRICE, 
Town  Superintendent, 


UPPER. 

This  report  of  the  schools  of  this  township  is  as  full  and 
correct  as  I  am  able  to  make  it  with  the  materials  on  hand. 

There  is  a  board  of  county  examiners. 

The  teachers  are  all  regularly  licensed. 

The  schools  are  all  free. 

I  still  think  that  if  the  suggestions  made  in  my  last  report 
were  carried  out,  that  a  larger  amount  of  general  good 
would  bo  accomplished  by  the  free  school  system. 

I  also  think  that  if  the  whole  board  of  Trustees  were 
elected  annually  instead  of  only  one  trustee  in  each  district, 
that  greater  satisfaction  would  be  generally  given. 

JOHN  JONES, 
Town  Superintendent* 


MIDDLE. 

The  statistics  submitted  with  this  report  are  as  accurate 
as  it  is  in  my  power  to  make  them.  I  have  found  it  difficult 
to  obtain  reliable  data  from  all  the  schools,  as  some  of  the 
teachers  do  not  make  their  quarterly  reports.  I  have  re- 
cently visited  all  the  schools  in  the  township,  and  it  affords 
me  great  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  state  that  there  are  un- 
mistakable evidences  of  improvement  in  the  mode  of  teach- 
ing and  method  of  governing  said  schools.    Examiners  have 
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;  appointed,  and  to  their  labors  I  think  is  attributable 
1  of  the  improvement  manifested  in  onr  schools.  Our 
biers  have  been  examined  and  licensed  and  are  laboring 
leir  respective  schools  with  a  commendable  zeal.  The 
ches  taught  are  reading,  writing,  Arithmetic,  grammar, 
;raphy,  algebra,  natural  philosophy  and  geometry. 

JOHN  W.  SWAIN, 
Town  Superintendent 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 


BRIDGETON. 


ir  schools  may  be  said  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
people  tax  themselves  liberally  for  its  support,  which  I 
i  a  good  evidence  in  its  favor.  The  branches  taught  in 
Grammar  School  are  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geog- 
y,  grammar,  mensuration,  algebra,  geometry,  modern 
ancient  history,  natural  philosophy,  and  chemistry,  which 
ches  are  taught  by  a  competent  teacher.  I  am  fully 
fied  that  our  public  schools  are  doing  a  good  work  for 
•ising  generation  in  our  vicinity,  particularly  among  that 
1  which  would  or  could  not  do  for  themselves  what  the 
ic  schools  are  doing  for  them.  We  are  in  need  of  good 
lers,  but  are  looking  forward  when  we  shall  be  supplied 
I  the  State  Normal  School. 

L.  McBRIDE, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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DOWNE. 

County  examiners  having  been  appointed  by  the  board  of 
chosen  freeholders,  they  have  examined  and  licensed  some  of 
the  teachers  employed  in  the  township,  and  by  their  au- 
thority I  have  also  examined  and  licensed  the  remainder.     • 

The  teachers  have  given,  in  general,  satisfaction  to  the 
districts  where  they  have  been  engaged.    The  branches 
which  have  been  taught  in  the  township,  in  their  extent,  have 
been  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  grammar,  geography,  his- 
tory, mensuration,  algebra,  philosophy,  French  language.  I 
can  say,  with  safety,  that  the  free  school  system  has  gradually 
advanced  in  interest  from  year  to  year  since  I  bave  been 
Superintendent  of  the  township,  and  as  a  fair  exponent  of 
this,  in  the  year  1849  the  amount  raised  by  the  township  in 
tax,  was  only  $240 ;  in  the  year  1858,  the  amount  raised 
from  the  same  source  is  $2,000.    Improvements  in  books, 
school  rooms,  and  teachors  have  also  advanced  in  the  same 
proportion.    We  have  endeavored  to  adhere  to  the  principle 
in  the  selection  of  teachers,  that  their  qualifications  should 
be  adapted  to  the  demands  of  the  district  in  which  they 
were  to  teach,  some  requiring  more  extended  studies  than 
others,  and  requiring  more  extensive  knowledge  on  the  part 
of  the  teacher.    As  to  the  school  law,  we  think  it  is  good 
enough,  provided  it  is  carried  out  in  the  spirit  as  well  as  in 
the  letter,  by  those  appointed  to  execute  it.    Is  it  not  the 
duty  of  Town  Superintendents  to  lay  before  the  inhabitants, 
at  their  annual  town  meetings,  something  like  an  extended 
report,  not  merely  in  detailing  the  incomes  and  expenditures 
of  each  year  in  dollars  and  cents,  but  in  showing  the  im- 
portance ol  the  system,  in  the  numerous  interests  it  com- 
prises in  its  provisions,  that  they  may  see  from  year  to  year 
for  what  purposes  they  are  taxed,  that  it  is  to  home^  to  so- 
ciety, to  the  whole  country,  as  the  salt  cast  by  the  prophet 
of  old  into  the  spring,  whose  bitter  waters  were  made  sweet  ? 

WILLIAM  BACON, 
Toum  Superintendent. 
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FAIRFIELD. 

Our  schools,  as  a  general  rule,  have  made  more  progress 
during  the  past  year  than  formerly.  Our  teachers  have  been 
better  qualified  to  instruct,  and  the  children  have  made  more 
marked  advancement.  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  the 
word  "  stationary"  will  not  apply  to  our  school  prospects  at 
the  present  time — and  as  we  have  advanced  in  the  past,  may 
"  onward"  ever  be  our  motto  in  the  future. 

There  is  but  one  district  in  the  township  that  maintains  a 
free  school,  and  this  is  accomplished  by  special  tax.  The 
money  raised  and  appropriated  for  schools  is  insufficient  to 
enable  the  other  districts  to  support  free  schools. 

We  have  a  county  board  of  examiners,  and  a  majority  of 
the  teachers  have  been  licensed  by  them.  This  is,  with  us, 
a  new  feature,  it  being  the  first  year  of  their  appointment — 
and  although  meeting  with  some  opposition,  I  think  it  has 
been  attended  with  good  results.  If  township  Superintend- 
ents would  more  strictly  observe  the  law,  and  rigidly  insist 
upon  teachers  passing  the  board  of  examiners,  the  beneficial 
effects  of  this  board  would  be  still  more  apparent.  But  all 
new  measures  are  apt  to  be  regarded,  at  first,  as  innovations, 
and  people  are  generally  suspicious  of  such,  until  convinced 
otherwise.  Our  examiners  have  labored  under  difficulties 
the  present  year,  which  I  hope  to  see  removed,  and  then  I 
doubt  not  but  that  we  shall  be  more  fully  able  to  appreciate 
their  labors. 

EPHRAIM  BATEMAN, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MAUBICE  RIVER. 


The  schools  throughout  the  township  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition  generally.  This  year,  for  the  first  time,  we  have 
a  board  of  county  examiners.  Do  not  understand  me  as 
offering  this  fact  as  an  evidence  of  our  prosperity. 

I  cannot  understand  the  cause  of  so  much  delay  attending 
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the  paying  over  the  money  derived  from  the  State.    I  seldom 
receive  the  whole  of  it  till  late  in  the  summer,  t^rhen  it  should, 
iwe  may  judge  by  the  school  law,  be  paid  three  months 
nearly  before  that  time. 

WILLIAM  S.  WARD, 
Town  Superintendent 


STOE  GREEK. 

The  cause  of  education  receives  more  attention  in  this 
vicinity  than  formerly,  but  is  not  yet  brought  up  to  the 
standard  which  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  freeholders, 
county  examiners  were  appointed,  and  they  have  just  en- 
tered upon  the  duties  of  their  ofiBce. 

GEO.  TOMLINSON, 
Town  Superintendent 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 


BELLEVILLE    TOWNSHIP. 


In  presenting  my  sixth  annual  report  of  the  state  of  public 
schools  in  the  township  of  Belleville,  I  have  the  satisfaction 
to  say  that  they  are  all  in  a  healthy,  thriving  condition.  The 
trustees  of  the  several  districts  are  attentive  to  the  wants 
of  their  respective  schools,  and  are  all  anxious  to  have  them 
under  the  care  of  competent  teachers,  and  to  see  them  pros- 
per. All  matters  relating  to,  them  seem  to  work  well.  All 
our  districts  have  good  school  rooms  belonging  to  them, 
with  one  exception,  our  smallest  district,  the  South  Belle- 
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ville,  which  at  present  is  accommodated  in  the  village  chapel. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  schools  are  daily  growing 
in  favor  with  the  people,  and  the  system  of  free  schools 
seems  to  be  gaining  in  the  estimation  of  our  citizens  as  a 
valuable  home  institution. 

SAMUEL  L.  WARD, 
Town  Superintmdent* 


BLOOHFIELD. 

Enclosed  please  find  the  required  annual  report  of  the 
public  schools  of  Bloomfield  township. 

The  blanks  have  been  filled  correctly,  I  believe,  excepting 
that  for  the  salary  of  teachers  per  annum. 

In  School  No.  1,  the  male  principal's  salary  is  $600  per 

annum. 

In  school  No.  2,  |46&  50  per  annum. 
In  the  rest  $30  per  month. 

Of  the  female  teachers,  one  receives  a  salary  of  $225  per 
annum,  one  $200,  and  the  others  $150. 

We  have  remarked  during  the  past  year  an  increasing  in- 
terest manifested  by  our  trustees  and  parents  in  regard  to 
the  public  schools. 

As  a  consequence,  a  better  class  of  teachers  are  employed, 
children  are  sent  more  regularly  to  school,  and  more  system 
is  manifested  in  the  conduction  of  the  schools. 

Organized  and  managed  under  a  special  legislative  act, 
our  schools  have  the  facility  to  give  a  thorough  course  to  all 
who  may  enter  them. 

JOHN  J.  H.  LOVE, 
Tovm  Superintendent 


CALDWELL. 

« 

My  visits  in  the  districts  have  been  more  frequent  than 
during  the  past  year,  and  they  have  given  gratifying  evi- 
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the  paying  over  the  money  derived  from  the  State.    I  seldom 
receive  the  whole  of  it  tiU  late  in  the  summer,  t^rhen  it  should, 
iwe  may  judge  by  the  school  law,  be  paid  three  months 
nearly  before  that  time. 

WILLIAM  S.  WARD, 
Town  Superintendent 


STOE  GREEK. 

The  cause  of  education  receives  more  attention  in  this 
vicinity  than  formerly,  but  is  not  yet  brought  up  to  the 
standard  which  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  freeholders, 
county  examiners  were  appointed,  and  they  have  just  en- 
tered upon  the  duties  of  their  ofiBce. 

GEO.  TOMLINSON, 
Tovm  Superintendent 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 


BELLEVILLE    TOWXSHIP. 


In  presenting  my  sixth  annual  report  of  the  state  of  public 
schools  in  the  township  of  Belleville,  I  have  the  satisfaction 
to  say  that  they  are  all  in  a  healthy,  thriving  condition.  The 
trustees  of  the  several  districts  are  attentive  to  the  wants 
of  their  respective  schools,  and  are  all  anxious  to  have  them 
under  the  care  of  competent  teachers,  and  to  see  them  pros- 
por.  All  matters  relating  to,  them  seem  to  work  welL  All 
our  districts  have  good  school  rooms  belonging  to  them, 
with  ono  exception,  our  smallest  district,  the  South  Belle- 
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ville,  which  at  present  is  accommodated  in  the  village  chapel. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  schools  are  daily  growing 
in  favor  with  the  people,  and  the  system  of  free  schools 
seems  to  be  gaining  in  the  estimation  of  our  citizens  as  a 
valuable  home  institution. 

SAMUEL  L.  WARD, 
Town  Superintmdent* 


BLOOMFIELD. 

Enclosed  please  find  the  required  annual  report  of  the 
public  schools  of  Bloomfield  township. 

The  blanks  have  been  filled  correctly,  I  believe,  excepting 
that  for  the  salary  of  teachers  per  annum. 

In  School  No.  1,  the  male  principal's  salary  is  |600  per 

annum. 

In  school  No.  2,  |46^  50  per  annum. 
In  the  rest  $30  per  month. 

Of  the  female  teachers,  one  receives  a  salary  of  $825  per 
annum,  one  $200,  and  the  others  |150. 

We  have  remarked  during  the  past  year  an  increasing  in- 
terest manifested  by  our  trustees  and  parents  in  regard  to 
the  public  schools. 

As  a  consequence,  abetter  class  of  teachers  are  employed, 
children  are  sent  more  regularly  to  school,  and  more  system 
is  manifested  in  the  conduction  of  the  schools. 

Organized  and  managed  under  a  special  legislative  act, 
our  schools  have  the  facility  to  give  a  thorough  course  to  all 
who  may  enter  them. 

JOHN  J.  H.  LOVE, 
Toton  Superintendent 


CALDWELL. 

My  visits  in  the  districts  have  been  more  frequent  than 
during  the  past  year,  and  they  have  given  gratifying  evi- 
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deuce  of  a  generally  healthy,  progressive  state  of  feeling  in 
regard  to  education. 

Most  of  the  teachers  now  employed  are  persons*who  con- 
sider teaching  their  profession,  and  they  labor  with  mnch 
greater  zeal  and  skill  than  those  who  make  teaching  a  tem- 
porary resort. 

There  is  a  growing  desire  among  the  people  to  employ 
only  such  as  recognize  the  business  of  instruction  as  an  art 
requiring  due  preparation  for  its  exercise,  to  train  the  youth 
in  our  schools,  and  when  qualified  instructors  show  by  su- 
perior workmanship  that  methodical  training  actually  pro- 
duces an  increase  of  mental  power  and  skill ;  the  need  of 
thorough  education  as  a  means  of  fitness  for  any  and  all  the 
conditions  of  life,  will  become  a  universal  conviction. 

The  old. error  that  females  do  not  need  much  intellectual 
training,  still  remains  in  some  degree  with  us.  But  I  think 
I  see  some  reliable  proofs  that  this  error  is  disappearing. 
If  the  gentler  sex  are  not  required  to  perform  as  much  in- 
tellectual labor  as  those  who  bear  the  principal  burden  of 
life,  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  be  denied  their  share 
of  intellectual  enjoyment.  As  right  tIcws  of  the  great  ob- 
jects of  education  more  generally  prevail,  its  benefits  will 
be  extended  to  all  classes  of  persons,  for  it  will  be  under- 
stood that  no  class  can  afford  to  do  without  it 

ARTHUR  B.  NOLL, 
Tow^n  Superintendent. 


CLINTON. 


The  schools,  with  one  exception  are  kept  open  during  the 
whole  year. 

I  have  to  report  no  new  fact  relative  to  the  schools  in 
this  township.  There  has  been  about  the  usual  amount  of 
interest  manifested  by  the  trustees  and  parents.  One  new 
school  house  has  been  erected  during  the  past  year,  a  small, 
but  neat  and  commodious  edifice. 
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One  of  the  districts  have  found  it  necessary  to  enlarge 
their  house,  and  have  resolved  to  raise  a  sum  sufficient  for 
that  purpose.  Another,  the  need  of  additional  accommoda- 
tions is  also  moving  in  the  same  direction. 

There  are  several  defects  in  the  practical  working  of  the 
common  school  system  in  our  State  which  need  very  careful 
attention  on  the  part  of  Trustees.  One  is,  the  frequent 
change  of  teachers.  This  is  a  very  crying  evil  and  needs 
salutary  reform.  One  teacher  is  hardly  warm  in  his  seat, 
his  scholars  just  begin  to  become  accustomed  to  him  and  his 
plan  of  operation,  and  he  to  understand  their  different 
idiosyncracies,  when  he  is  displaced  to  give  way  to  another, 
who  inducts  new  mysteries  and  rules,  to  give  way  in  his 
turn.  Tho  disadvantj^ges  flowing  from  this  too  prevalent 
custom  of  changing  teachers  are  too  prominent  and  glaring 
to  need  comment.  Another  defect  is  the  great  variety  of 
school  books  employed  in  tuition  in  the  same  school.  There 
should  be  uniformity  in  this  respect,  but  that  auch  is  not  the 
case  is  too  apparent. 

I  am  aware  that  these  evils  are  of  such  common  occur- 
rence that  they  must  have  before  this  received  your  atten- 
tion, but  I  am  so  constantly  struck  with  them  in  my  expe- 
rience, that  I  beg  to  press  them  on  your  notice. 

JOHN  WHITEHEAD, 
Town  Superintetident. 


OBAKGE. 

Agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  law,  I  transmit  my  re- 
port for  the  current  school  year.  There  are  in  Oran'ge 
eleven  districts  and  parts  of  districts.    Nine  of  them  are 

« 

wholly  in  this  township.    The  trustees  of  all  the  districts 
have  reported  the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  eighteen  years  residing  in  them.    The  schools  have 
been  kept  open  as  follows,  viz : 
In  five  districts,  twelve  months  each ;  in  two  nine  months 
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each ;  in  one  four  and  a  half  months,  and  in  one  seren  and  a 
half  months.  At  this  time  schools  are  in  operation  in  each 
and  every  district  in  the  township.  We  have  no  county 
examiners,  and  hence  all  our  teachers  have  been  examined 
and  are  licensed  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  absence  of 
county  examiners.  In  three  districts  the  schools  have  been 
free,  but  they  have  employed  teachers  a  portion  of  the  year 
only,  just  long  enough  to  use  up  their  apportionment  of 
the  public  moneys.  In  six  of  them  the  patrons  have  paid 
on  an  average  sixty- three  cents  per  quarter  for  each  scholar 
in  addition  to  their  apportionment  of  the  public  fiinds,  and 
in  these  they  have  had  their  schools  open  during  the  whole 
year.  All  the  public  funds,  so  far  as  yet  paid  out,  have 
been  used  for  purposes  of  education,  except  the  amount 
specified  for  furnishing  and  repairing  school-houses. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  that  there  has  been  a  larger 
average  attendance  in  our  schools  during  the  past  year  than 
was  indicated  by  the  report  of  1857,  and  I  think  there  is 
also  an  increase  of  interest  in  them.  The  largest  number 
of  our  school  houses  are  good  and  comfortable  buildings, 
and  very  well  furnished.  There  are  only  two  of  them  that 
are  absolutely  poor  buildings  poorly  furnished.  I  however, 
believe  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  these  will  give  place 
to  new  ones,  much  improved  in  arrangement  and  construc- 
tion. The  following  are  the  books  principally  in  use  in  our 
schools : 

Spellers,  Webster's  and  Sander's. 

Readers,  McGuflFy's  and  Sanders  series. 

Geographies,  Colton  and  Fitch's,  Smith's,  Mitchell's  and 
McNally's. 

Arithmetics,  Stoddard's,  Davies',  Smith's  and  Thompson's 
and  Colburn's  Mental. 

Book  Keeping,  Marsh's. 

Phys.  Geography,  Fitch's. 

Grammars,  Brown's,  Clarks',  and  Pinneo's. 

Algebras,  Dnvies',  and  Ray's. 

Natural  Philosophies,  Parker's  and  Comstock's. 
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History,  Goodrich's  United  States. 

Outline  Maps,  MitchelPs. 

Allow  me  before  closing  to  again  refer  to  the  inequality 
that  exists  in  the  method  of  raising  money  by  taxation  for 
school  purposes,  and  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  levying  a 
school  poll  tax  on  all  the  legal  voters  of  the  State  who  have 
no  property  subject  to  taxation.  I  think  it  is  a  matter 
worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  State  Superintendent, 
whether  or  not  each  school  district  shall  be  furnished  by  the 
State  with  blank  registers,  to  b6  kept  by  the  teachers,  in 
order  to  secure  any  good  degree  of  uniformity  and  correct- 
ness in  the  reports  of  Town  Superintendents. 

I  also  again  suggest  that  measures  be  taken  for  the  more 
general  diflFusion  of  knowledge  among  the  people  of  our 
State  in  relation  to  the  operation  and  bearing  of  the  school 
laws  now  in  force,  and  their  duties  towards  the  schools. 

H.  INGALSBE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


GLOUCESTER  COUNTY. 


CLAYTON. 

We  have  in  our  township  five  districts,  one  of  which  is 
connected  with  parts  of  others,  the  school  house  being  in 
this  township.  The  school  in  District  No.  1  has  been  kept 
open  during  the  year,  except  the  usual  vacations.  The  school 
building  having  (since  last  report)  been  enlarged,  the  school 
is  now  taught  in  three  departments,  viz,  grammar,  interme- 
diate and  primary,  and  consequently  is  doing  much  better 
than  heretofore. 


64 

In  District  No.  3  the  school  has  been  kept  open  the  most 
of  the  year,  and  is  doing  well.  The  schools  in  other  parts 
of  the  township  have  been  open  less  than  half  the  year, 
partly  for  want  of  funds,  but  more  particularly,  as  I  think, 
for  want  of  attention  by  trustees  and  people. 

In  the  two  districts,  therefore,  education  seems  to  be  on 
the  advance,  but  in  the  other  parts  of  the  townshipr  there 
seems  to  be  but  little  progress.  I  hope,  however,  that  a 
better  state  of  things  in  regard  to  education  is  about  com- 
mencing. 

The  salaries  of  the  teachers  in  District  No.  1  are  paid  by 
tax,  and  therefore  the  school  is  free ;  in  the  other  parts, 
teachers  are  partly  paid  from  the  public  funds  and  partly  by 
an  assessment  upon  the  scholars.  We  have  county  examiners, 
but  the  same  difficulty  that  existed  at  the  commencement 
still  exists,  in  regard  to  having  competent  teachers  licensed, 
for  the  reason  that  many  of  our  districts  have  not  means 
sufficient  to  employ  such  teachers  as  seems  to  be  contemplated 
by  the  law ;  and  I  don't  know  when  the  difficulty  is  to  be 
remedied,  as  there  seems  to  be  a  disposition  among  the  peo- 
ple to  have  the  territory  cut  up  in  such  small  districts. 

BENJ.  HARDING, 
Tovm  Superintendent, 

FRANKLIN.  I 

As  this  is  the  first  year  I  have  been  elected  Superintendent, 
and  all  the  winter  schools  had  terminated,  and  from  the  fact 
that  I  have  not  received  any  report  from  the  winter  schools, 
I  am  not  able  to  give  as  full  a  statement  as  I  would  wish* 
We  have  county  examiners  appointed,  according  to  lav, 
and  the  teachers  licensed.  The  cause  of  education  has  not 
been  marked  by  any  thing  worthy  of  especial  notice  during 
the  past  year .\  There  having  been  a  township  formed  out  of 
Franklin  the  paBt  winter,  you  will  perceive  that  my  report 
differs  materially  from  that  of  my  predecessor. 

In  some  of  the  districts  where  schools  have  been  kept,  the 
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trustees  only  pay  the  teacher  a  part  of  their  salary  from  the 
public  money,  and  the  balance  have  collected  from  the  em- 
ployees, which  helps  to  continue  the  schools  longer  than  they 
otherwise  could  be.  The  cause  of  education,  I  thitk,  is 
looking  up,  and  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  every 
child  shall  be  able  to  read  and  write,  and  when  parents  and 
guardians  shall  be  more  fully  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
giving  their  children  a  good  liberal  education. 

MATTHIAS  R.  CRANE, 

TotDn  Superintendent 


GBEENWICH.  ' 

In  thus  transmitting  to  you  my  first  annual  statistical  re- 
port, I  have  nothing  new  to  inform  you.  We  have  in  our 
township  six  school  districts,  and  only  one  of  them,  number 
three,  can  be  said  to  be  a  free  school.  In  this  district  we 
have  raised  money  by  special  taxation,  in  connection  with 
the  State  appropriation,  interest  on  surplus  revenue,  and 
township  tax,  which  makes  this  school  entirely  free.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  other  districts  do  not  follow  the  example. 
In  district  number  two,  the  public  fund,  in  connection  with 
a  special  taxation,  has  been  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing a  new  school  house,  which  is  much  needed  in  this  dis- 
trict. In  the  other  districts,  the  schools  have  been  only 
partly  free,  leaving  the  parents  and  guardians  to  make  up 
the  deficiency.  The  teachers  have  been  regularly  examined 
and  licensed  according  to  law.  The  board  of  freeholders 
appointed  examiners  for  our  county  this  year.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  our  township  begin  to  be  somewhat  more  liberal  in 
rsiising  money  for  school  purposes,  and  it  is  very  pleasant  for 
me  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the  cause  of  common  school 
education  in  this  township  is  receiving  an  increased  atten- 
tion. We  hope  to  see  the  time  when  our  schools  may  be 
made  free,  from  State  and  other  sources.  Then,  and  not  till 
then,  shall  wo  see  the  spirit  of  free  school  system  carried 
5 


64 

In  District  No.  3  the  school  has  been  kept  open  the  most 
of  the  year,  and  is  doing  well.  The  schools  in  other  parts 
of  the  township  have  been  open  less  than  half  the  year, 
partly  for  want  of  funds,  but  more  particularly,  as  I  think, 
for  want  of  attention  by  trustees  and  people. 

In  the  two  districts,  therefore,  education  seems  to  be  on 
the  advance,  but  in  the  other  parts  of  the  townshipr  there 
seems  to  be  but  little  progress.  I  hope,  however,  that  a 
better  state  of  things  in  regard  to  education  is  about  com- 
mencing. 

The  salaries  of  the  teachers  in  District  No.  1  are  paid  by 
tax,  and  therefore  the  school  is  free ;  in  the  other  parts, 
teachers  are  partly  paid  from  the  public  funds  and  partly  by 
an  assessment  upon  the  scholars.  We  have  county  examiners, 
but  the  same  difficulty  that  existed  at  the  commencement 
still  exists,  in  regard  to  having  competent  teachers  licensed, 
for  the  reason  that  many  of  our  districts  have  not  means 
sufficient  to  employ  such  teachers  as  seems  to  be  contemplated 
by  the  law ;  and  I  don't  know  when  the  difficulty  is  to  be 
remedied,  as  there  seems  to  be  a  disposition  among  the  peo- 
ple to  have  the  territory  cut  up  in  such  small  districts. 

BENJ.  HARDING, 
Town  Superintendent, 

FRANKLIN.  I 

3  the  first  year  I  have  been  elected  Superintendent, 

I  winter  schools  had  terminated,  and  from  the  fact 

5  not  received  any  report  from  the  winter  schools, 

ble  to  give  as  full  a  statement  as  I  would  wish. 

county  examiners  appointed,  according  to  law, 

ichers  licensed.    The  cause  of  education  has  not 

marke'bij,  by  any  thing  worthy  of  especial  notice  during 

There  having  been  a  township  formed  out  of 

fanklin  the  p^t  winter,  you  will  perceive  that  my  report 

materially^  from  that  of  my  predecessor. 

'^^^^  ihcrj  districts  where  schools  have  been  kept,  the 
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trustees  only  pay  the  teacher  a  part  of  their  salary  from  the 
public  money,  and  the  balance  have  collected  from  the  em- 
ployees, which  helps  to  continue  the  schools  longer  than  they 
otherwise  could  be.  The  cause  of  education,  I  thitk,  is 
looking  up,  and  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  every 
child  shall  be  able  to  read  and  write,  and  when  parents  and 
guardians  shall  be  more  fully  impressed  with  the  necessity  of 
giving  their  children  a  good  liberal  education. 

MATTHIAS  R.  CRANE, 

TotDn  Superintendent 


GBEENWICH.  ' 

In  thus  transmitting  to  you  my  first  annual  statistical  re- 
port, I  have  nothing  new  to  inform  you.  We  have  in  our 
township  six  school  districts,  and  only  one  of  them,  number 
three,  can  be  said  to  be  a  free  school.    In  this  district  we 

_have  raised  money  by  special  taxation,  in  connection  with 
the  State  appropriation,  interest  on  surplus  revenue,  and 
township  tax,  which  makes  this  school  entirely  free.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  other  districts  do  not  follow  the  example. 
In  district  number  two,  the  public  fund,  in  connection  with 
a  special  taxation,  has  been  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing a  new  school  house,  which  is  much  needed  in  this  dis- 
trict. In  the  other  districts,  the  schools  have  been  only 
partly  free,  leaving  the  parents  and  guardians  to  make  up 
the  deficiency.  The  teachers  have  been  regularly  examined 
and  licensed  according  to  law.  The  board  of  freeholders 
appointed  examiners  for  our  county  this  year.  The  inhabi- 
tatits  of  our  township  begin  to  be  somewhat  more  liberal  in 
raising  money  for  school  purposes,  and  it  is  very  pleasant  for 
me  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the  cause  of  common  school 
education  in  this  township  is  receiving  an  increased  atten- 

■  tion.    We  hope  to  see  the  time  when  our  schools  may  be 
made  free,  from  State  and  other  sources.    Then,  and  not  till 
then,  shall  wo  see  the  spirit  of  free  school  system  carried 
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out  successfully.  AJl  of  the  schools  in  the  township  are  now 
open,  and  in  charge  of  good  and  competent  teachers.  I  am 
Borry  there  is  so  much  irregularity  in  the  second  payment  of 
the  State  appropriation,  making  it  unpleasant  for  the  trustees 
to  meet  tneir  engagements  with  the  teachers.  Before  con- 
cluding, I  feel  bound  to  say  that  the  statistics  upon  which  the 
inclosed  report  is  based,  are  taken  from  the  register  of  the 
schools,  (with  but  two  exceptions,)  and  hence  are  correct. 
Those  two  were  made  up  from  the  memory  of  the  trustees 
and  teachers,  for  the  reason  that  there  was  no  record  in  ex- 
istence. 

SAMUEL  T.  MILLEE, 

Town  Superintendent 

HARRISON. 

But  little  change  is  manifest  in  the  operation  of  our  schools; 
many  of  them  are  much  neglected,  both  in  the  attendance  of 
scholars  and  attention  of  trustees  and  employers. 

Efforts  are  made  to  secure  good  teachers  in  many  schools, 
but  in  some,  the  school  is  kept  open  only  about  as  long,  and 
such  teachers  employed,  as  the  tax  and  fund  and  revenue 
will  pay  for. 

Of  free  schools,  we  have  none,  except  such  as  I  have  just 
mentioned ;  the  tax  payers  are  generally  averse  to  raising  by 
tax  a  sufficient  amount  to  keep  our  schools  tree ;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  a  measure  adopted  by  our  State  or  national  legisla- 
ture, which  would  secure  us  a  sufficient  revenue  to  make  all 
our  schools  free,  without  a  resort  to  direct  taxation  for  that 
purpose,  would  advance  the  cause  of  education  in  the  State 
to  a  degree  which  cannot  be  attained  under  present  circum- 
stances, and  would  be  a  monument  to  the  wisdom  of  our  law 
makers^  and  a  blessing  to  future  generations. 

BENJ.  G.  PANCOAST, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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MANTUA. 

Our  present  school  system  seems  to  have  its  full  share  of 
faults ;  one  of  which  is  the  inattention  of  parents  or  guar 
dians  in  visiting  the  schools,  and  the  culpable  neglect  of  the 
trustees  or  visiting  committee,  in  visiting  the  schools  at  least 
once  a  quarter. 

The  teacher  of  Carpenter's  Landing  school,  numbering'one 
hundred  and  sixty  scholars,  says,  "The  trustees  have  not 
paid  me  an  official  visit  during  the  past  six  months."  Yet 
said  teacher  was  young  and  inexperienced,  and  had  never 
taught  school  before.  And  I  am  informed,  that  none  of  the 
parents  had  entered  the  school  room,  except  to  call  out  a 
child  on  business.  The  same  is  not  applicable  to  other  schools 
in  the  township,  in  so  severe  a  degree ;  but  the  trustees  are 
more  or  less  remiss  in  attending  to  the  demands  of  the 
teacher,  and  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  the  pupil. 
Another  fault  is  in  sending  off  a  distance  to  procure  teachers, 
who,  in  many  cases,  are  a  compound  of  brass,  grammar  and 
broadcloth,  with  but  a  smattering  of  practical  education,  but 
by  carrying  a  gold  watch,  or  sporting  a  diamond  ring,  or 
driving  a  fast  horse,  and  speaking  a  foreign  accent  or  dialect, 
pass  themselves  off  as  educated  teachers,  thereby  obtaining 
positions  that  ought  to  be  reserved  only  for  those  who,  by 
diligent  study  and  practical  application,  united  to  a  strictly 
moral  life,  should  merit  the  sacred  and  responsible  trust. 

Just  so  long  as  a  few  titled  personages,  through  their  in- 
fluence, can  wield  the  power  to  govern  the  ignorant,  by  em- 
ploying such  teachers,  who  kill  valuable  time  by  stamping 
long  pages  of  rules  on  a  child's  memory,  of  which  it  is  not 
taught  the  practical  importance,  just  so  long  will  our  schools 
be  destitute  of  a  single  pupil  that  can  advance  beyond  what 
he  has  been  learned,  like  a  parrot,  to  repeat.  I  now  hope 
that  in  this  township  such  systems  shall  cease ;  and  that  prac- 
tical demonstration,  with  reasonable  explanation,  will  take 
the  place  of  the  old  memory-stuffing  process  that  has  been 
in  force  the  past  winter.    Carpenter's  Landing  and  Mullica 
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Hill  seem  to  have  suffered  most ;  but  as  such  evils  at  last 
work  their  own  cure,  I  expect  to  see  an  end  put  to  squander- 
ing the  public  money,  feeding  such  jay-birds  of  education. 
In  regard  to  classification  of  scholars  in  the  various  school?, 
I  must  say,  system  is  too  much  neglected ;  each  one  learns  on 
his  own  hook,  and  if  he  excels,  it  is  because  he  monopolizes 
more  of  the  teacher's  time  and  attention.    Knight's  Ban 
and  Paul's  school  houses  want  thorough  remodelling  and  re- 
pairing, as  the  fixtures  are  as  unfit  as  they  well  can  be  for  a 
well  regulated  school.    The  various  other  houses,  being  ar- 
ranged  for  school  house  and  meeting  house  combined,  are 
not  as  well  arranged  as  desirable,  and  are  deficient  of  the 
necessary  conveniences  of  well  regulated  school  houses.    I 
might  indulge  in  this  fault-finding  disposition,  and  say  much 
that  would  offend,  but  as  it  is  my  duty  to  point  out  wrongs, 
so  it  ought  to  be  my  pleasure  to  offer  some  amendments.  To 
be  brief,  first,  hire  no  teacher  that  does  not  come  well  re- 
commended by  the  community  he  lives  in,  the  pastor  of  his 
church,  by  his  manners  and  address,  his  behavior  in  school; 
and  lastly,  examine  him  yourselves,  as  far  fes  you  are  practi- 
cably able,  and  let  his  moral  character  be  without  a  blemish. 
Have  your  school  houses  large,  airy,  light,  and  well  arranged, 
supplying  them  with  good  class  books ;  give  your  teachers 
reasonable  wages ;  let  two  quarters  be  free,  one  in  winter 
and  one  in  summer ;  and  my  word  for  it,  you  will  end  many 
disputes,  and  your  children  will  become  educated  men  and 
women  almost  by  magic. 

A.  I.  E.  ROMANS, 
Toion  SuperintenderU. 


WOOLWICH. 


In  transmitting  my  report  of  the  number,  condition,  Ac, 
of  the  public  schools  of  the  township  of  Woolwich,  for  the 
past  year,  I  would  state  that,  in  general,  they  appear  to  be 
progressing. 
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'  Since  my  appointment  to  the  oflSce  of  Town  Superintendent 
last  spring,  I  have  endeavored,  by  visiting  the  schools  each 
term,  addressing  the  scholars  and  conferring  with  the  teachers 
concerning  the  best  methods  of  discipline  and  classification^ 
to  promote  the  most  rapid  advancement  in  the  dijBferent 
studies  pursued  in  each  school,  ever  having  in  view  that  pre- 
requisite to  a  solid  education,  thorough  knowledge  of  "  Ele* 
mentary  Principles,"  being  well  aware  of  the  superficial 
manner  of  inculcating  knowledge  so  often  practiced  in  the 
different  schools  in  this  locality. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  state,  that  my  efforts  have  been 
crowned  with  success,  equal  to  my  previous  anticipations.  I 
have  found  the  teachers,  for  the  most  part,  ready  and  willing 
to  comply  with  my  suggestions  in  regard  to  introducing  va- 
rious reforms.  • 

The  following  things  would,  in  my  opinion,  operate  in 
favor  of  an  advancement  of  the  public  school  system: 

First.  There  should  be  some  revision  of  the  present  school 
law,  in  which  the  public  moneys  raised  by  each  township 
should  be  specified,  according  to  the  number  of  polls,  so  much 
for  each  poll,  instead  of  leaving  the  sum  as  at  present  sub- 
ject to  frequent  changes,  thereby  often  rendering  the  law  a 
nullity,  on  account  of  the  insufficiency  of  amount  raised. 

Second.  Abolish  the  office  of  county  examiner,  substituting 
in  place  thereof  township  examiners,  appointed  by  a  majority 
of  the  respective  votes  of  each  township,  at  their  annual 
town  meetings. 

Third.  Raise  the  appropriations  of  both  State,  county  and 
township  to  a  sufficient  sum  to  keep  the  schools  open  at  least 
nine  months  in  each  year,  free  to  all  who  may  attend,  be- 
tween the  respective  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years. 

Fourth.  Furnish  the  county  or  township  examiner  with 
blank  reports,  to  be  supplied  to  the  teachers  of  each  school 
district,  in  which  shall  be  given  all  the  statistical  information 
of  said  district,  transferring  said  reports  to  the  Town  Su- 
perintendent. Previous  to  filling  up  the  annual  report  of 
each  fiscal  year,  making  it  incumbent  upon  each  teacher  to 
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comply  therewith,  before  receiving  their  quota  of  the  public 

fund. 

These  amendments,  with  a  thorough  examination  of  teach- 
ers, more  uniformity  of  text  books,  and  a  manifest  interest 
on  the  part  of  school  directors,  parents  and  guardians,  sus- 
taining the  efforts  of  the  teacher  and  application  of  the 
pupil,  by  their  frequent  presence  in  the  school  room,  I  think 
would  conduce  to  a  more  efiScient  working  of  our  present 

school  system. 

WINSLOW  JACKSON, 
Town  Superintendent 


HUDSON  COUNTY. 


BERGEN  TOWNSHIP. 

Our  schools  have  completed  the  tvork  of  another  year 
with  pleasing  energy  and  success.  The  teachers  have  shown 
a  very  commendable  interest  in  their  calling.  All  of  them 
have  been  required  to  appear  regularly  before  the  Board  of 
County  Examiners  for  licenses. 

In  the  Columbia  district,  No.  1,  a  first  class  school  house 
has  been  erected  at  an  expense  of  about  six  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  corner  stone  of  this  building,  which  does  great 
great  credit  to  the  taste  and  enterprise  of  the  trustees  of  the 
school  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  ancient  town  of  Bergen, 
was  laid  with  appropriate  public  exercises  on  the  28th  of 
July  last,  and  the  building  now  complete  was  publicly  opened 
for  occupancy  on  the  10th  inst.  This  new  Columbia  Acade- 
my is  a  suitable  monument  to  occupy  the  ground  so  long  con- 
secrated to  educational  purposes. 


In  Bergen  Neck  District,  No.  4,  from  two  hundred  and 
fifty  to  three  hundred  dollars  have  been  raised  by  subscrip- 
tion for  the  support  of  a  female  assistant  teacher.  With 
this  exception  all  our  schools  have  been  kept  free,  and  as 
this  district  has  lately  become  incorporated,  the  above  sum 
will  hereafter  be  provided  for  by  special  taxation.  . 

District  No.  7,  of  our  township  is  a  colored  school.  The 
teacher,  a  colored  lady,  is  well  qualified  for  her  situation. 
Her  mode  of  instruction  and  the  progress  of  her  pupils, 
have  always  aflForded  peculiar  pleasure  and  satisfaction  on 
visiting  the  school.  The  success  of  this  school  in  elevating 
the  condition  of  the  blacks  in  its  neighborhood  gives  great 
encouragement  for  the  maintenance  of  similar  schools 
wherever  they  are  needed. 

With  exceptions  of  the  colored  school,  which  is  usually 
open  for  about  seven  months  in  the  year  and  the  school  of 
District  No.  1,  which  was  closed  for  four  months  during  the 
erection  of  their  new  building,  all  our  schools  have  been 
kept  open  the  full  time,  allowance  being  made  for  the  usual 
vacations. 

AARON  L.  STILL  WELL, 
Town  Superintendent, 


HOBOKEN. 

There  is  no  change  to  report  in  the  condition  of  our  school 
house.  We  still  continue  to  occupy  the  building  furnished 
by  the  Hoboken  Land  and  Improvement  Company.  The 
building  is  of  brick,  three  stories  in  height,  and  ninety-five 
feet  deep ;  each  story  is  occupied,  the  first  story  by  the  pri- 
mary department,  the  second  by  the  female,  and  the  third  by 
the  male  department 

The  number  of  scholars  taught  in  the  departments  accord- 
ing to  the  register,  is  as  follows : 
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Primary,  434 ;  average  daily  attendance,        .        .        202 
Female,   302;        **  «*  «  .        ,        178 

Male,      313;        »  "  **  .        .        137 

The  average  daily  attendance,        ...      517 

Is  an  increase  of  forty  over  the  last  year. 

The  whole  number  of  children  that  have  attended  school 
is  1049,  being  an  increase  of  388. 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Superintendent  and 
Trustees  have  been  numerous,  and  have,  I  think,  given  en- 
couragement to  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

We  have  twelve  teachers,  three  male  and  nine  females, 
who  are  All  licensed  according  to  law  by  the  board  of  county 
examiners,  who  have  been  appointed  for  the  county. 

I  can  only  add  that  our  school  is  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion, and  that  the  respectivo  teachers  are  well  qualified,  and 
have  faithfully  performed  their  duties. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SEBA  BOGERT, 
Tovm  Superintendent 


JERSEY  CITY. 

In  filling  up  the  blank  for  the  past  year,  I  notice  that  it 
does  not  differ  far  from  my  last  report.  This  fact  grows 
out  of  another,  which  is  the  want  of  further  school  accom- 
modations. We  now  have  two  large  first  class  school  houses 
(and  a  small  one  for  colored  children).  These  are,  and  have 
been,  for  the  last  four  years  crowded  to  excess,  while  we 
have  daily  applications  for  admission  which  we  are  compelled 
to  decline. 

There  are  in  this  city  5861  children  of  suitable  age  to  at- 
tend school.  Of  these  about  1000  attend  private  schools, 
leaving  4861  to  be  cared  for  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
while  we  have  accommodation  but  for  2100,  leaving  2761 
without  school  f)rivileges.    This  important  fact  has  been 
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urged  upon  the  Common  Council,  who  alone  have  the  power 
to  provide  buildings,  but  that  honorable  body  have  done 
nothing  further  than  to  make  an  appropriation  suflScient  for 
another  building,  and  there  the  matter  rests  in  the  hands  of 
their  committee,  and  from  all  appearance  it  seems  likely  to 
remain  there  during  their  term  of  office.  I  am  persuaded 
the  cause  of  education  is. very  much  hindered  in  out  city  by 
the  division  of  the  responsibility  between  the  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation and  the  Common  Council ;  the  first  have  the  care 
of  the  schools  and  know  their  necessities,  the  latter  take  but 
little  notice  of  their  requests  and  their  importance,  hence 
nothing  is  done  beyond  keeping  up  the  schools  now  estab- 
lished. These,  however,  are  of  the  first  class  and  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  any  similar  institution  in  the  State. — 
The  pupils  are  much  interested,  and  are  making  rapid  pro- 
gress in  their  studies,  while  several  have  so  qualified  them- 
selves that  we  have  been  enabled  to  select  them  for  teachers. 
Those  we  now  have  in  the  schools  are  of  the  first  class  and 
eminently  adapted  for  their  positions. 

Our  Normal  school  has  been  established  two  years,  and 
has  proved  of  great  advantage  to  teachers  and  scholars,  in 
better  qualifying  the  former,  and  securing  to  the  latter  a 
uniformity  of  instruction. 

Our  citizens  are  alive  to  the  importance  of  education ; 
Tery  few  are  to  be  found  who  would  not  avail  themselves  of 
the  privilege  of  the  public  schools  if  we  had  sufficient  room. 

I  believe  there  are  no  burdens  our  people  bear  with 
more  cheerfulness  than  the  support  of  our  public  schools, 
which  are  at  once  the  pride  and  ornament  of  our  thriving 
city. 

Trusting  that  my  successor  may  be  able  to  make  you  a 
more  flattering  report  for  the  next  year. 

A.  S.  JEWELL, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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HUNTERDON  COUNTY. 


ALEXANDRIA. 

The  schools,  generally,  are  in  a  fair  condition ;  a  few  are 
not  as  flourishing  as  they  should  be,  but  more  so  than  we 
could  expect  from  the  way  they  are  managed. 

The  school  houses  are  all  in  a  very  good  condition,  with 
the  exception  of  two  or  three.    The  teachers  have  all  been 
examined  according  to  law,  and  but  few  applicants  rejected. 
One  thing  I  will  mention,  it  is  the  too  frequent  change  of 
teachers.    It  is  indis|)utably  a  bad  practice  to  change  teachers 
so  often.    Wherever  the  changes  occur  most  frequently,  thepe 
is  the  least  progress.    The  advantage  resulting  from  the  long 
retention  of  a  good  teacher,  is  at  once  apparent  in  the  popu- 
larity and  prosperity  of  the  school.    This  practice  should 
not  always  be  taken  as  evidence  against  trustees.    In  many 
instances  it  only  proves  that  good  teachers  are  scarce,  and 
trustees  are  making  trials  in  order  to  secure  a  good  one  at 
last.    A  teacher  may  be  well  educated,  of  engaging  manners, 
and  give  satisfactory  answers  to  all  the  questions  propounded 
by  examiners,  yet,  on  trial,  may  not  accomplish  what  his 
abilities  promised,  or  not  be  able  to  conciliate  and  attach 
his  pupils.     His  modus  operandi  in  teaching  imay  be  superfi- 
cial  and  repulsive,  or  his  habits  rude.    In  my  recent  visits, 
I  have  noticed  a  remarkable  contrast  in  our  schools.     In  one 
I  would  find  a  well  educated  teacher,  but  needing  ambition 
and  attractive  modes  of  imparting  instruction.     He  would 
betray  indiflference  to  the  details  of  the  lessons  recited,  a 
superficial  glossing  over  the  exercises,  attended  with  lassitude 
and  impatience  on  the  part  of  the  pupils.    The  effect  on  my 
mind  was  such  as  might  be  fancied  on  being  called  to  witness 
the  dissolution  of  a  school  from  general  debility.    Again  I 
have  entered  a  school,  and  observed  intelligence  and  pleasure 
beaming  on  the  faces  of  all ;  a  single  glance  would  assure 
me  that  here  the  first  element  of  knowledge  had  been  sue- 
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cessfully  taught,  viz.  to  think.  There  were  no  symptoms  of 
weariDess  or  disgust,  which  are  oulj  found  where  instruction 
is  divested  of  interest.  Thercf  is  a  deplorable  negligence 
among  the  trustees  in  not  visiting  the  several  schools  to 
which  thej  belong ;  much  credit  is  due  a  teacher  for  laboring 
under  circumstances  so  discouraging,  for  occasional  visits 
from  trustees  greatly  encourage  both  teacher  and  pupil.  A 
trustee,  in  a  visit  of  one  or  two  hours  duration,  can  obtain 
a  better  insight  into  the  character  and  capabilities  of  the 
teacher,  than  the  most  thorough  and  searching  examination 
can  furnish.  The  school  room  is  the  teacher's  dominion,  and 
there  he  must  disclose  his  habit  of  teaching,  and  exhibit  the 
order  and  condition  of  the  school.  This  remissness  of  trus- 
tees may  also  measurably  explain  why  so  many  changes  of 
teachers  happen.  Our  trustees  desire  too  much  to  employ 
teachers  whose  salary  (if  they  properly  manage  the  school) 
does  not  compensate  them^  consequently  we  have  illy  qualified 
teachei*s,  because  they  work  cheap. 

This  I  most  humbly  submit,  recommending  State  appro- 
priations sufficient  to  sustain  the  schools,  independent  of  any 
other  resource,  if  in  the  wisdom  and  judgment  of  the  legisla- 
ture  it  may  seem  practicable. 

T.  M.  BARTOLETTE, 
Tovm  Superintendent* 


KINGWOOD. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  say  that  there  is  an  increasing  in- 
terest manifested  in  this  township  in  the  cause  of  education. 
There  are  in  this  township  seven  whole  districts  and  four 
parts  of  districts,  nine  school  houses,  six  are  of  stone,  and 
three  frame,  with  some  exceptions,  in  good  repair ;  all  have 
play  grounds  attached  except  two — black-boards  in  eight. 
Eight  are  of  one  room,  and  one  has  one  room  and  vestibule. 
There  has  been  erected  the  present  year,  in  Frenchtown  dis- 
trict, a  very  neat  and  substantial  school  house  of  stone,  at  a 
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cost  of  over  five  huDdred  dollars.  Regard  is  paid  to  the 
health  and  conrenience  of  the  childreD,  in  the  coDstrnction 
and  location  of  the  school  liouses.  The  qualifications  of  our 
teachers  are  excellent,  and  they  take  great  interest  in  the 
instruction  of  their  pupils.  No  county  examiners  appointed 
in  this  county.  This  township  receives  from  the  State 
$257  16,  and  $174  interest  of  surplus  revenue  appropriated 
at  the  last  annual  town  meeting,  for  school  purposes.  The 
said  interest  will  not  be  due  until  the  first  of  April  next, 
therefore  will  not  be  ready  for  use  until  then.  I  have  re- 
ceived $192  87  from  the  State,  and  $46  06  balance  from  last 
year,  and,  as  far  as  used,  applied  by  me  as  the  law  directs 
for  school  purposes.  Having  been  in  oflSce  about  eight 
months,  consequently  I  have  but  twelve  visits  to  schools  to 
report,  but  what  have  been  made,  were  attended  with  very 
satisfactory  results — ^licensed  seven  teachers.  The  books 
most  used  in  the  schools,  as  far  as  ascertained,  are  Webster's 
spelling  books,  reading  books,  New  Testament,  McGuflBe's, 
Sander's  and  Lovel's  readers;  arithmetics,  Perkin's,  Stod- 
dard's, Rose's  and  Pike's ;  grammars,  Pineo's,  Smith's  and 
Green's ;  geographies,  Colton's,  Fitche's  and  Smith'^  algebra, 
Davies'. 

A  part  of  my  report  1  have  been  obliged  to  make  by  esti- 
mation, on  account  of  the  reports  of  the  schools  not  being 
complete.  But  I  believe  that  it  is  very  near  correct.  In 
reference  to  the  operation  of  the  school  law,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  anything  new  to  advance,  as  the  subject  has  been 
thoroughly  investigated,  and  its  defects  and  advantages  suffi- 
ciently pointed  out,  to  acquaint  our  State  Legislature  whether 
or  not,  in  its  operation,  it  answers  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  designed. 

URIAH  LARUE, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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LAM6EBTVILLE. 

The  town  of  Lambertville,  as  heretofore  reported,  com- 
prises but  one  school  district,  and  but  one  public  school,  in 
which  are  employed  one  male  teacher,  at  six  hundred  dollars, 
and  five  females,  at  an  average  of  one  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars  a  year.  There  are  five  private  and  family  schools, 
employing,  in  all,  seven  teachers.  Both  the  public  and  pri- 
vate schools  are  but  in  session  about  ten  months  in  the  year. 
In  the  public  schools,  there  are  no  charges  for  tuition.  In  the 
private  schools,  except  one  family  school,  the  charges  vary 
from  ten  to  thirty-two  dollars  a  year — one  of  them  charging 
extra  for  instruction  in  music  and  the  modern  languages. 

There  has  been  received  during  the  year?  from  the  State, 
three  hundred  dollars,  and  raised  by  tax  for  school  purposes, 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  besides  five  hundred  dollars  for  build- 
ing and  incidental  purposes.  The  whole  sum  paid  for  in- 
struction during  the  year,  cannot  be  less,  but  is  probably 
more,  than  thirty-four  hundred  dollars ;  or,  inclusive  of  that 
for  building  purposes,  &c.,  two  thousand  dollars;  which 
is  very  nearly  equal' to  two  dollars  for  every  man,  woman 
and  child  in  the  town. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  town,  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  eighteen  years,  is  six  hundred  and  thirty-seven.  The 
whole  number  of  names  on  the  roll  of  the  public  school  during 
the  year  is  four  hundred  and  nine,  and  the  whole  number  in 
the  private  schools  somewhat  over  two  hundred,  making  the 
aggregate  number,  as  was  observed  to  be  the  case  last  year, 
very  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  children  in  the 
town,  between  five  and  eighteen  years  old.  This  estimate, 
however,  must  be  fallacious,  as  it  is  unfortunately  notorious 
that  a  considerable  number  of  children  of  the  proper  age 
never  go  to  school  at  all.  The  error  is  probably  due  chiefly 
to  the  fact,  which  is  also  an  evil,  of  the  same  children  being 
found  and  counted  in  two  or  more  schools  in  the  course  of 
the  year. 

The  average  daily  attendance  in  the  public  schools  during 
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the  year  is  two  hundred  and  seventeen,  "which  relatively,  is 
scarcely  an  improvement  upon  former  years,  and  is  a  most 
serious  eMl,  as  well  as  a  lamentable  fact.  With  such  irreg- 
ularity of  attendance,  any  very  great  improvement  is  not  to 
be  expected.  The  evil  is  undoubtedly  aggravated  by  the 
too  great  neglect  on  the  part  of  parents  and  others  in  visit- 
ing the  school.  On  the  part  of  the  teachers,  there  is  no 
lack  of  qualifications,  certainly  no  want  of  faithfulness  or 
industry. 

On  the  whole,  however,  while  it  must  be  admitted  that 
our  public  school  enterprise  has  not  yet  fully  met  the  expec- 
tations of  some  of  its  friends,  it  has  nevertheless  made  some 
advance  dnd  has  without  doubt,  been  instrumental  in  con- 
ferring many  precious  benefits  upon  the  rising  generation. 
And  there  is  good  reason  to  hope,  through  a  favoring  proTi- 
dence,  for  more  decidedly  beneficent  results  to  flow  from  it 
in  future  years. 

S.  H.  PARSONS, 
Tovm  Superintendent, 


READINGTON. 

The  Board  of  Freeholders  for  the  county  of  Hunterdon 
have  refused  at  different  times  to  appoint  county  examiners. 
I  regret  that  this  is  so.  Numerous  reasonj  have  been  given 
by  the  Superintendents  of  the  different  townships.  I  think 
the  law  should  be  obligatory  on  the  counties  to  appoint 
county  examiners.  Now  it  is  left  optionable  with  the  free- 
holders whether  to  have  examiners  or  not. 

We  have  maintained  four  free  schools  during  the  year  and 
six  we  have  not. 

I  cannot  say  that  parents  and  trustees  have  visited  the 
schools  any  more  than  in  past  years.  Many  children  sustain 
a  serious  loss  by  their  irregular  atttendance,  and  both  the 
teachers  and  the  children  would  be  greatly  encouraged  if 
the  trustees  and  parents  would  appear  to  takea  deeper  inter- 
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est  in  the  schools.  Let  it  once  be  adopted,  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  beneficial  results  will  be  apparent  and  daly  appre- 
ciated. * 

GEORGE  W.  VROOM, 
Town  Superintendent, 


MERCEE  COUNTY. 

• 


EAST  WINDSOB  TOWNSHIP. 


The  most  common  complaint  in  this  township  is  the  want 
of  room  for  the  accommodation  of  the  pupils.  With  the 
exception  of  two  or  three  districts,  the  buildings  are  totally 
inadequate  for  the  number  who  desire  to  attend  school,  con- 
sequently parents  are  often  either  forced  to  keep  their  chil- 
dren at  home  or  send  them  to  a  private  school. 

The  schools  generally  are  free.  Special  taxation  is  some- 
times resorted  to,  in  order  to  keep  the  schools  open,  but  the 
taxes  are  generally  light. 

A  strong  effort  is  being  made  at  this  time  in  district  1, 
which  embraces  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  scholars  of  the 
township,  to  have  the  district  divided,  and  another  house 
built.  There  is,  however,  a  strong  opposition  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  portion  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  who  desire  in- 
stead of  dividing  the  district,  to  have  the  present  building 
enlarged.  The  cause  of  education  demands  that  one  or  the 
other  of  these  be  done. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  intellectual  standard  of  teach- 
ers is  higher  than  in  former  years.  The  monetary  crisis  of 
the  last  year  or  two  has  compelled  many  young  men  who 
were  about  entering  college  to  secure  schools  and  teach. 
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Some  of  this  class  have  secured  schools  in  this  towDShipy 
and  possess  the  requisite  qualifications  for  good  instructors. 

THOMAS  J.  PULLEN, 
Town  Superintendent 


HAMILTON. 

The  schools  have  all  been  regularly  supplied  with  teach- 
ers, except  District  No.  9  which  is  composed  of  part  of  West 
Windsor,  and  as  that  township  does  not  raise  enough  money 
to  make  the  schools  free,  the  whole  time,  the  trustees  have 
been  compelled  to  stop  the  school  for  want  of  funds. 

We  examine  teachers  in  reference  to  their  ability  to 
govern  a  school  and  communicate  knowledge  to  the  children, 
as  well  as  scholarship,  and  when  qualified,  license  them  re- 
stricting said  license  to  one  district. 

We  still  continue  to  improve  our  school  houses.  The  past 
year  district  No.  8  has  erected  a  new  house,  finished  and 
furnished  after  the  plan  of  the  model  school  in  Trenton,  at 
a  cost  of  about  one  thousand  dollars,  including  the  lot,  which 
cost  one  hundred  dollars,  and  agreed  to  raise  by  taxation 
six  hundred  dollars  towards  paying  for  the  same.  District 
No.  3  are  also  making  preparation  to  build  a  new  house  the 
coming  season. 

WILLIAM  H.  WEST, 
Toum  Superintendent. 


LAWRENCE. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  time  has  made  changes  in 
our  midst,  laying  the  foundation  for  a  brighter  day  in  the 
history  of  common  school  education.  For  a  period  of  time, 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge  seemed  confined  to  those  whose 
circumstances  in  life  enabled  them  to  procure  the  means  ne- 
cessary to  obtain  an  education.  A  more  recent  enactment 
provides  for  all  classes  to  have  their  minds  stored  with  useful 
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information  and  knowledge  to  enable  them  to  act  well  their 
part  in  the  drama  of  life. 

It  is  my  privilege  to  inform  you,  sir,  of  two  new  buildings, 
reared  in  our  districts,  a  third  one  also  in  which  we  are  in- 
terested, though  in  an  adjoining  township,  as  a  proof  that 
the  public  mind  watches  with  care  the  young,  their  comforts, 
their  mental  trainingin,  a  word,  all  that  fits  them  for  high 
and  important  trust.  Whilst  I  am  pleased  to  report  an  im- 
provement in  buildings,  I  lament  that  so  many  changes  have 
taken  place  with  teachers  in  the  diflferent  districts.  The  ex- 
perience of  another  year  impresses  my  mind  more  deeply, 
that  many  changes  are  productive  of  evil  rather  than  good. 
I  would  urge  great  care  and  prudence  in  the  selection  of 
teachers,  and  as  far  as  practicable  to  avoid  separation.  We 
have  five  full  districts,  three  male  teachers  and  two  female. 
We  have  parts  of  districts,  connecting  with  other  townships. 
The  salary  of  teachers  Vary  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars to  eight  hundred  dollars.  During  the  past  year  the 
schools  have  been  open  the  eatire  year,  with  one  exception, 
and  that  closed  only  to  provide  a  more  suitable  building. 

JAMES  G.  PHILLIPS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


PRINCETON. 

Since  my  last  report,  the  graded  public  school  in  the 
borough  of  Princeton,  under  the  charge  of  teachers  from 
our  State  Normal  School,  has  been  fully  organized  and  has 
now  been  in  operation  suflSciently  long  to  test  the  merits  of 
the  system.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  the  complete 
success  of  the  school,  exceeding  even  the  expectation  of  its 
most  hopeful  friends,  As  the  average  attendance  at  the 
public  schools  of  the  borough  previous  to  the  establishment 
of  our  present  graded  school,  was  not  more  than  75,  it  was 
not  deemed  necessary  to  make  provision  at  the  outset,  for 
more  than  double  that  number  of  pupils.  Within  a  few 
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weeds  after  the  opening  of  the  school,  however,  the  accom* 
modations  were  entirely  insuflScient  for  the  number  of  appli- 
cants, and  it  was  found  necessary  to  provide  an  additional 
room  and  another  assistant  teacher.  The  average  attend- 
ance since  that  time  has  been  near  two  hundred.  By  the 
beginning  of  the  next  term  (in  January,  1859)  it  is  expected 
that  the  building  will  be  entirely  completed,  whereby  accom- 
modations will  be  provided  for  about  260  pupils.  It  is  al- 
together probable  that  before  the  close  of  the  year  the  en- 
tire building  will  be  occupied. 

The  building,  exclusive  of  the  lot,  will  cost  when  com- 
pleted about  $6000.  The  school  furniture,  desks,  chairs, 
slates,  furnaces,  &c.,  will  cost  about  $1500,  The  annual  ex- 
penses of  the  school  at  its  present^  size,  say  two  hundred ' 
pupils,  in  charge  of  one  principal  and  five  assistant  teachers 
is  about  $2,200.  Taking  into  account  the  number  of  chil- 
dren now  attending  school,  and  the  fact  that  the  school  is 
kept  open  during  the  entire  year,  excepting  vacations,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  cost  of  commoif  school  education  in  our  town 
has  not  been  increased,  but  greatly  diminished.  Probably 
the  best  evidence  of  the  general  favor  with  which  the  graded 
public  school  is  regarded  by  the  community,  is  the  fact  that 
at  our  late  district  meeting,  the  amount  deemed  by  our  board 
of  education  necessary  to  the  successful  operation  of  the 
school  during  the  current  year  was  voted  without  a  dissent- 
ing voice. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  condition  of  the  other  schools  of 
the  township  that  reouires  special  mention. 

JOHN  T.  DUFPIELD, 
Town  Superintendent. 


TREXTON. 


It  aflFords  me  much  pleasure  to  ascertain  the  fact  that  not- 
withstanding the  financial  embarrassment  that  has  been  ex- 
perienced all  over  our  land  the  past  year,  the  school  trustees 
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of  the  city  of  Trenton  have  been  enabled  to  keep  all  their 
machinery  in  operation,  and  in  addition,  to  expend  upwards 
of  five  thousand  dollars  in  the  erection  of  a  new  school 
house,  and  putting  in  complete  repair  all  the  property  in 
their  possession. 

It  is  well  known  to  you  that  we  are  laboring  under  a 
special  law,  by  which  the  whole  of  the  city  constitutes  one 
district,  and  which  provides  for  the  election  of  one  Superin- 
tendent, and  twelve  trustees,  who  constitute  a  board,  having 
the  control  and  management  of  all  our  schools. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  since  I  have  been  a  member 
of  the  board  to  be  associated  with  gentlemen  who  feel  a 
deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  I  would  particu- 
*  larly  mention  the  President  of  the  Board,  C.  J.  Ihrie  Esq., 
who  spends  many  hours  in  the  school  room,  and  exhibits  a 
deep  interest  in  the  children.  The  board  is  divided  into 
three  visiting  committees,  and  the  city  into  three  districts. 
Monthly  visits  are  thereby  made  by  the  trustees  to  all  our 
schools.  The  board  meet  on  the  evening  of  visiting  day, 
and  report  the  number  on  roll  book,  average  attendance 
during  the  month,  number  present  during  their  visit,  and 
number  of  permits  waiting  in  each  school,  and  any  other 
matter  of  interest  that  they  have  observed  during  their 
visit.    These  reports  are  entered  upon  the  minutes. 

The  Chosen  Freeholders  have  not  appointed  examiners 
for  the  County.  The  board  have  attended  to  the  duty  of 
examining  and  licensing  teachers. 

The  books  used  in  our  schools  are  adopted  by  the  board, 
and  are  uniform  throughout  the  city. 

In  addition  to  the  twenty-three  teachers  reported,  we 
have  a  teacher  of  music  for  the  schools  where  it  is  not 
taught  by  the  regular  teacher. 

I  do  not  think  there  ever  was  a  time  when  our  schools 
•were  more  prosperous  or  had  more  favor  with  the  people 
than  at  present.  Thirteen  hundred  children  in  our  schools 
every  day,  is  evidence  of  the  interest  manifested  by  the  peo- 
ple in  public  schools,  and  as  often  as  the  trustees  have  ex- 
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pressed  an  opinion  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  moneys  to 
carry  on  their  schools,  or  to  erect  school  houses,  the  people 
have  responded  at  the  ballot  box,  and  the  desired  anaount 
has  been  placed  at  their  disposal. 

We  have  experienced  and  effective  teachers  generally,  who 
realize  the  importance  of  filling  up  the  places  they  occupy. 
Teaching  in  the  capital  of  our  State,  also  the  seat  of  the 
State  Normal  School,  they  have  much  to  stimulate  them,  and 
I  think  the  children  are  reaping  the  benefit. 

I  have  been  pleased  to  see  the  interest  you  have  manifested 
in  the  State  Normal  School.  The  position  you  occupy  as 
State  Superintendent  of  public  schools,  and  being  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  State  Normal  School  emi- 
nently qualify  you  to  bring  that  institution  into  favbr  with 
the  lovers  of  common  schools  of  our  State.  It  is  the  top 
stone  of  our  superstructure.  The  perfection  of  our  system 
the  practical  working  of  which,  I  trust  will  soon  be  felt 
everywhere.  Forever  distant  be  the  day  when  New  Jersey 
shall  be  without  a  State  Normal  School.  The  model  school, 
connected  with  it,  is  indeed,  a  model  school. 

Many  matters  of  interest  crowd  upon  my  mind,  but  my 
remarks  are  already  extended  far  beyond  what  I  had  in- 
tended. 

WILLIAM  S.  YARD, 
Town  Superintendent 


WEST  WINDSOR. 

Nearly  all  the  districts  of  the  township  have  been  sup- 
plied with  teachers  for  the  year.  Most  of  the  teachers  have 
been  at  their  post  for  a  considerable  time,  which  I  deem  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance  for  the  welfare  of  the 
schools.  The  schools  are  in  a  prosperous  state,  and  it  gives 
me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  the  progress  made  is  sure. 
The  teachers  complain  of  the  irregularity  in  the  attendance 
of  the  scholars.    They  complain  of  the  parents  who  retain 
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their  children  at  home  very  frequently  on  the  slightest  pre- 
texts. The  schools  have  been  kept  open  all  the  year  except 
a  short  vacation.  We  have  good  school  houses  and  provided 
with  good  teachers. 

CHARLES  B.  MOORE. 
Town  Superintendent. 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 


HONBOE. 

The  schools  of  this  township  are  all  supplied  with  good 
and  competent  teachers,  having  certificates  of  license,  accord- 
ing to  law. 

District  No.  1  has  been  incorporated,  and  by  a  tw'o-third 
vote  of  the  inhabitants  agreed  to  raise  six  hundred  dollars 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  school  house,  the  district  never 
having  had  one,  being  obliged  to  hire  or  borrow  school  room 
from  the  vestry  of  St.  Peter's  Church. 

There  has  been  considerable  diflSculty  in  Districts  No.  7 
and  14,  in  consequence  of  dividing  them  (having  been  united 
for  the  last  two  years),  after  the  apportionment  was  made, 
thereby  causing  a  controversy  about  the  money. 

I  have  found  it  a  very  great  inconvenience  to  myself  and 
teachers,  in  receiving  the  State  school  fund  in  three  payments 
— one-half  in  June,  one-quarter  in  November,  the  remaining 
quarter  in  January. 

GEORGE  A.  SNOWHILL, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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NOBTH  BRUNSWICK. 

I  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  School  Su- 
perintendent of  this  township,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  April 
last,  since  which  time  I  have  made  repeated  visits  to  the 
several  district  schools. 

There  are  in  the  township  of  North  Brunswick  nine  whole 
districts  and  three  parts  of  districts,  from  the  trustees  ot  all 
of  which  I  have  received  reports  of  the  number  of  childreu 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years  residing  therein 
respectively. 

From  these  reports  I  ascertain  that  there  are  at  this  time, 
in  the  township,  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  children  between  the  ages  aforesaid. 

The  number  of  these  who  have  attended  school  the  last 
twelve  months,  allowing  for  vacations,  is  six  hundred  and 
fifty. 

The  number  who  have  attended  nine  months  in  the  year 
btkt  less  than  twelve,  is  three  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

The  number  who  have  attended  six  months  but  less  than 
nine,  is  five  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

The  number  who  have  attended  three  months  but  less  than 
six,  is  five  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

The  number  who  have  attended  for  a  period  less  than 
three  months,  is  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

The  number  over  eighteen  years  of  age  who  have  attended 
these  schools  within  the  year,  is  thirteen. 

The  whole  number  of  colored  children  taught  within  the 
year,  is  one  hundred  and  one. 

The  whole  number  of  children,  without  regard  to  color, 
taught  within  the  year,  is  twenty-four  hundred  and  twenty- 
three. 

The  average  daily  attendance  at  school  for  the  year,  has 
been  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

The  average  number  of  months  that  the  schools  have  been 
kept  open  during  the  year,  is  ten. 

Tuition  is  free  in  all  of  these  schools  excepting  in  one  of 
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the  three  parts  of  districts,  where  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  ' 
fifty-nine  cents  is  collected  from  each  scholar  per  quarter. 

The  amount  of  money  voted  at  the  township  meeting  in 
April  last,  to  be  raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  township  for  the  year,  is  three  dollars  per 
head  for  each  and  every  child  in  the  township  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  which,  in  the  aggregate, 
amounts  to  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dol- 
lars. 

The  amount  to  be  received  from  the  State  this  year,  for 
the  schools  of  this  township,  is  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty-one 
dollars  and  fifty-one  cents. 

The  amount  received  from  other  sources  is  as  follows,  to 
wit: — From  the  last  town  superintendent,  ten  hundred  and 
thirty-three   dollars  •  and  sixty-seven  cents ;  from  the  last 
year's  tax  wari^ant,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  six  io 
lars  and  twenty-five  cents. 

There  has  been  raised  in  the  township  during  the  year,  for 
building,, repairing,  and  furnishing  school  houses,  the  sum  of 
twenty-seven  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

The  total  amount  appropriated  for  the  year  for  school  pur- 
poses, as  derived  from  all  sources^  is  seventeen  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  "and  forty-three  cents. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  the  several  schools  is, 
in  the  whole,  thirty-three.  Of  this  number  there  are  nine 
naales  and  twenty-four  females. 

The  average  salary  per  annum  paid  to  males  is  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six  dollars  per  teacher. 

The  average  salary  per  annum  paid  to  females  is  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  seven  dollars. 

The  information  comprised  in  this  report  has  been  obtain- 
ed with  difficulty,  and  in  many  particulars  is  not  so  reliable 
as  it  should  be. 

This  is  directly  chargeable  to  the  neglect  of  the  trustees 
of  some  of  the  districts  and  parts  of  districts  in  the  township. 
It  is  clearly  their  duty  to  provide  registers  and  to  cause  the 
same  to  be  systematically  and  intelligently  kept,  and  to  be 
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and  remain  a  permanent  fixture  in  their  respective  schools. 
Where  two  or  more  townships  contribute  scholars  to  a  school, 
the  teacher  should  be  required  by  the  trustees  to  keep  a 
separate  register  or  account  with  each  township,  so  that  there 
may  be  provided  for  the  superintendent  of  each  township 
such  information  as  concerns  his  township  alone. 

At  present,  in  the  absence  of  any  such  provision  on  the 
part  of  the  trustees,  it  is  very  generally  the  custom  for  teach- 
ers to  provide  themselves  with  a  memorandum  or  account 
book  for  their  own  exclusive  use,  which,  being  their  private 
property,  is  naturally  and  rightly  enough  taken  with  them 
as  such  when  a  change  of  teachers  occurs. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  for  a  superintendent,  in 
search  of  the  material  for  his  annual  report,  to  be  met  AvitH 
the  reply  that  the  last  teacher  took  his  account  book  with 
him,  and  that  there  is  nothing  left  to  show  the  history  of  the 
school  further  back  than  the  last  two  or  three  months.  All 
that  is  left  in  these  two  frequent  cases  is  for  the  teacher, 
trustees,  and  superintendent  to  guess  for  the  longer  period 
from  what  is  known  of  the  shorter  one.  Can  such  results 
be  very  valuable  ? 

No  examiners  for  this  county  have  been  appointed,  and 
the  duty  of  examining  teachers,  in  default  of  any  better 
practice  in  this  township,  has  devolved  upon  the  unassisted 
superintendent. 

I  think  that  there  is  an  increasing  interest  manifested  by 
parents  and  guardians  in  the  education  of  children,  though 
there  is  everywhere,  and  more  especially  in  some  sections  of 
the  township,  room  for  much  improvement  in  this  respect 
also. 

The  system  of  common  schools  which  the  State  has  pro- 
vided, so  far  as  my  observation  extends,  is  regarded  with 
peculiar  disfavor,  and  deemed  oppressive  and  unjust  by  the 
wealthy  and  more  influential  classes,  who  seem  to  see  an  in- 
equality in  taxation  for  educational  purposes  which  they  fail 
to  recognize  in  other  objects  originating  taxation,  such  as 
pauperism,  road  improvements,  and  the  like. 
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This  is  but  another  instaoce  of  the  struggle  which  is  ever 
active  between  progress  and  conservatism.  Education  has 
for  a  long  time  been  regarded  as  the  almost  exclusive  right 
of  a  privileged  class.  A  system  of  education,  therefore, 
which  draws  an  equalizing  line  through  the  centre  of  all 
classes,  while  it  naturally  commends  itself  to  the  support  of 
the  many,  just  as  naturally  receives  the  strenuous  opposition 
of  those  whose  supposed  rights  are  attacked. 

Of  course  every  district  contains  within  itself  more  or  less 
of  the  elements  of  such  contention,  and  this  irrational  oppo- 
sition the  friends  of  every  school  are  obliged  to  encounter. 
But  it  is  a  difficulty  which  time  and  patient  perseverance  will 
ultimately  remove.  Age  and  an  established  position  will 
give  to  common  schools  in  this  State  that  respectability 
which  conservatism  so  much  delights  to  honor. 

Why  may  not  our  school  houses  and  their  play  grounds, 
both  in  city  and  country,  be  made  more  attractive  to  those 
who  pass  so  large  a  portion  of  their  time  in  them  ?  We  need 
a  change  in  this  respect.  Let  us  have  buildings  tastefully 
designed,  commodiously  arranged,  neatly  painted,  and  sur- 
rounded by  shade  trees. 

Usually  the  most  undesirable,  unsaleable  piece  of  ground 
seems  to  be  selected,  and  a  small  house,  of  rough,  unpainted 
exterior  is  erected  thereon,  in  appearance  resembling  nothing 
so  much  as  a  small  barn  or  a  squatter's  cabin  in  a  western 
clearing.  In  these  respects,  some  progress  has  been  made  in 
this  township  within  the  last  two  years,  but  much  still  re- 
mains to  be  done.  Shade  trees  in  particular  seem,  nowhere 
within  the  range  of  my  observation,  to  have  met  with  suffi- 
cient appreciation. 

I  find  that  where  these  mere  external  improvements  have 
received  attention,  the  schools  are  likewise  well  cared  for  in 
their  more  essential  interests. 

WOODBRIDGE  STRONG, 

Town  Superintendents 
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PERTH  AMBOY. 


Owing  to  the  fact  that  our  school  year  is  made  to  com- 
mence in  the  month  of  April,  while  the  town  superintendents 
are  required  to  make  their  reports  in  the  month  of  December 
following,  it  -is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the  amount  that 
will  be  realized  by  the  end  of  the*  year,  not  only  from  regu- 
lar appropriations  made  for  school  purposes,  but  also  from 
other  sources.  It  would  be  much  better  could  the  reports  of 
the  town  superintendents  be  made  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
and  not  as  now,  when  there  is  much  of  the  year  unexpired, 
and  the  expenses  and  resources  of  the  schools  can  be  at  best 
but  imperfectly  ascertained. 

In  the  accompanying  table,  under  the  head  of  "  moneys 
raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  public  schools,"  I  have 
named  only  the  amount  ordered  to  be  raised  by  our  last  an- 
nual town  meeting.  Whether  the  amount  named  will  really 
be  raised  from  that  source,  must  depend  upon  the  practica- 
bility of  collecting  the  whole  amount  appropriated.  Of  the 
preceding  year's  appropriation, there  has  since  remained  un- 
collected a  balance  of  two  hundred  and  forty- three  dollars. 
The  appropriation  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  present 
year  was  made  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  at  least  a 
portion  of  that  balance.  That  balance,  if  collected,  should 
be  added  to  the  amount  of  moneys  raised  by  tax  for  the  cur- 
rent school  year. 

In  addition  to  the  moneys  above  mentioned,  a  head  tax  of 
twenty-five  cents  per  quarter  has  been  collected  from  such  of 
the  pupils,  and  their  parents,  as  were  willing  to  pay  the  same. 
The  head  tax  for  the. first  half  of  the  present  year  has  amount- 
ed to  over  sixty  dollars.  This  head  tax.  as  it  has  been  called, 
has  been  collected  from  the  pupils  by  the  teachers,  under  the 
direction  of  the  trustees,  the  principal  teacher  having  acted 
as  treasurer  and  disbursing  agent  of  the  fund  so  raised.  This 
money  has  been  paid,  with  the  understanding  that  it  was  to 
be  expended  in  the  purchasing  of  books  and  stationery  for 
the  common  use  of  the  schools.    So  general  has  been  the  ac- 
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quiescence  in  this  arrangement,  that  the  amount  so  raised 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  year  was  more 
than  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  At  that  time  there  remained 
an  unexpended  balance  of  sixty-nine  dollars  and  ninety-three 
cents. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  my  predecessor,  the  princi- 
pal of  our  high  school  was  authorized  by  our  last  annual 
town  meeting  to  purchase  therewith  such  additional  globes, 
maps,  and  text  books  in  the  higher  branches  of  an  English 
education  as  he,  in  his  discretion,  might  deem  most  advisable. 

It  is  true  the  head  tax  mentioned  may  be  regarded  as  en- 
tirely independent  of  our  system  of  public  schools,  but  as  it 
has  been  co-operative  with  it,  I  have  thought  it  appropriate 
to  mention  it  in  this  connection.  The  balance  of  last  year's 
head  tax,  together  with  the  amount  that  may  be  collected 
from  the  same  source  the  present  year,  might  properly  be  in- 
cluded under  the  head  of  "  moneys  received  from  other 
sources."    Of  this  I  prefer  you  should  judge. 

Our  board  of  trustees  have  heretofore  regarded  it  as  be- 
yond their  power  to  purchase  the  books  and  stationery  ne- 
cessary for  the  use  of  the  schools.  They  have  believed  their 
official  authority  was  limited  to  providing  school  rooms, 
teachers,  furniture,  and  fuel  required  in  their  management 
In  this  view  of  the  school  law  I  do  not  concur. 

Section  18th  of  the  act  of  April  17,  1846,  authorizes  the 
trustees,  in  connection  with  the  superintendent,  to  select 
such  books  as  they  shall  deem  proper  to  be  introduced  into 
the  schools  of  the  district  for  which  they  act,  implies  the 
power  to  purchase  the  books  so  selected  to  rest  somewhere . 
Where  is  this  powef  to  be  found,  if  not  with  the  trustees  ? 

In  section  7  of  the  act  of  1851  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
trustees  to  apply  the  moneys  apportioned  to  their  district,  or 
raised  therein,  to  the  establishing  of  free  schools,  in  which 
shall  be  taught,  free  of  charge,  all  the  children  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years  desirous  of  attending  the 
same. 

Section  6,  of  the  latter  act  of  the  legislature  authorizes 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships  in  the  State  at  their 
annual  town  meetings  to  raise  by  tax  or  otherwise  in  addi- 
tion to  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  State  to  their  use, 
such  further  sum  of  money  as  they  may  deem  proper  for  the 
support  of  public  schools,  not  exceeding  three  dollars  for 
each  child  contained  in  the  lists  transmitted  by  the  trustees 
to  the  Town  Superintendents  in  the  year  previous  to  holding 
such  town  meeting.  An  examination  of  the  school  act  of 
1851,  will  clearly  show  that  the  terms  **  public  schools  "  and 
"  free  schools,"  are  used  synonymously  throughout.  It  is 
equally  clear  that  no  school  is  taught  free  of  charge  in  which 
the  expense  of  furnishing  books,  slates,  paper,  <fec.,  for  the 
use  of  the  pupils  are  not  provided  for.  The  intention  of 
the  Legislature,  therefore,  would  seem  to  have  been  to  pro- 
vide for  every  requirement  of  free  schools.  Books,  slates, 
writing  materials,  <fec.,  are  just  as  essential  to  the  successful 
management  of  schools  as  are  school  houses,  teachers,  furni- 
ture and  fuel,  and  no  reason  can  possibly  be  assigned  for  the 
free  supply  of  the  latter  that  would  not  equally  apply  to  the 
former.  If  the  construction  .given  to  the  school  law  by 
the  trustees  of  this  district  is  correct,  there  clearly  exists  a 
radical  defect  in  our  laws  relating  to  public  schools.  It  is 
manifest  that  if  a  charge  for  tuition  was  calculated  to  pre- 
vent the  general  schooling  of  the  children  of  the  State,  the 
purchase  of  books  for  that  purpose  is  calculated  proportion- 
ately to  interfere  with  the  attendance  of  children  at  our 
public  chools.  No  school  system  can  be  as  eflScient  as  it 
should  be,  that  does  not  provide  for  a  free  supply  of  every 
want  that  could  arise  in  carrying 'it  into  effect. 

In  the  absence  of  judicial  decisions  up#n  the  subject,  your 
construction  of  the  laws  relating  to  public  schools  is  made 
binding  upon  the  trustees  thereof  throughout  the  State.  It 
is  therefore  very  desirable  that  general  instructions  upon 
that  point  should  be  given  to  trustees  of  public  schools,  pro- 
vided you  deem  the  present  law  sufficient  authority  for  the 
purpose  mentioned.  If  it  does  not  in  your  opinion  give  the 
requisite  authority,  I  would  earnestly  recommend  that  ap- 
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plioation  be  made  to  the  next  legislature,  to  grant  by  a  sup- 
plemental law  specific  authority  to  the. trustees  of  public 
schools  to  purchase  all  books,  stationery,  &c.,  required  in 
the  management  of  schools. 

The  colored  children  of  our  city  have  not  been  admitted 
to  our  public  schools.  Whether  this  has  arisen  from  the  in- 
difference of  their  parents  or  guardians,  or  from  the  refusal 
of  admission  on  the  part  of  the  trustees  I  am  not  informed. 
The  limited  number  of  these  children  amongst  us  precludes 
the  maintenance  of  a  separate  school  for  their  instruction, 
even  were  the  trustees  authorized  to  make  the  invidious 
discrimination  such  an  arrangement  would  evince.  The 
trustees  have  taken  it  upon  themselves,  by  what  competent 
authority  I  know  not,  to  apply  a  small  portion  of  the  money 
raised  for  public  schools,  towards  their  instruction  in  a  sep- 
arate school  over  which  they  do  not  pretend  to  have  any 
control.  A  few  of  the  benevolent  people  of  the  town,  to  a 
great  extent  at  their  private  cost  and  trouble,  have  as  far  as 
they  have  felt  able  to  do  so,  provided  the  only  facilities  for 
the  education  of  that  portion  of  the  children  of  our  district. 

The  question  gravely  arises,  whether,  in  thi3  respect,  the 
object  of  the  school  law  has  not  been  ignored.  Your  opin- 
ion upon  that  point  would  doubtless  relieve  the  trustees 
from  the  embarrasment  they  seem  to  labor  under  on  this 
subject. 

While  much  may  yet  be  done  towards  increasing  the  effi- 
ciency of  our  public  schools,  we  have  every  reason  to  feel 
proud  of  them  as  they  are.  Our  teachers  are  well  qualified 
and  the  pupils  under  their  charge  give  gratifying  evidence 
that  they  have  received  no  superficial  training. 

It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  there  is  too  much  disin- 
clination on  the  part  of  the  wealthier  portion  of  society  to 
use  the  public  schools.  If  they  were  to  do  so,  they  would 
feel  greater  interest  in  the  subject  of  general  education 
than  they  now  do.  The  fact  that  less  than  half  the  children 
of  this  city  attend  the  public  schools  is  as  much  to  be  re- 
gretted as  it  is  suggestive  of  the  true  policy  to  be  pursued. 
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We  must  make  our  free  schools  as  good,  if  not  better  than 
the  best  private  schools  now  are.  There  would  then  no 
longer  exist  that  lack  of  interest  in  the  subject  that  is  so 
apparent  at  this  time. 

Much  has  been  done,  much  remains  to  be  done,  but  time, 
experience,  and  persevering  effort  are  all  that  are  necessary  to 
render  our  school  system  as  valuable  as  that  of  any  other 
State. 

I.  M.  ROBERTS, 

Town  Superintendent, 


SOUTH  AMBOY. 

It  gives  us  much  pleasure  in  reporting  the  schools  of  this 
township  as  being,  for  the  most  part,  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion, and  that  an  increasing  interest  is  felt  by  the  people  in 
the  cause  of  education,  notwithstanding  the  numbers  in  some 
of  the  columns  may  fall  a  little  short  of  last  year. 

We  have  eight  whole  districts,  and  three  parts  of  districts, 
in  the  township,  and  eight  schools,  but  one  of  which  is  kept 
open  the  whole  year.  This  one  is  in  the  village  of  South 
Amboy,  kept  by  Mr.  0.  Cox,  an  indefatigable  laborer  among 
the  pioneers  of  the  mind.  The  higher  branches  of  English, 
as  well  as  the  classics,  are  taught  at  this  school. 

We  have  maintained  no  school  entirely  free,  although  in 
several  of  the  districts  they  have  been  open  for  a  period  very 
little  longer  than  the  public  money  would  support.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  parents  will  soon  discover  this  to  be  false 
economy.  It  would  be  as  well  if  the  trustees  were  to  think 
and  act  a  little  more  in  the  way  of  their  duty. 

We  have  no  county  examiners. 

OBADIAH  CLARK, 
CHARLES  BROWN, 
J.  L  TEN  EYCK, 

School  Committee* 
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SOUTH  BRUNSWICK. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  our  Schools  are,  as  a  general  thing, 
in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  teachers  are  all  well  quali- 
fied, and  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  districts,  general 
satisfaction  has  been  manifested.  The  whole  amount  that 
has  been  paid  for  instruction,  that  is  to  teachers,  during  the 
past  year,  is  $505.00.  The  amount  received  from  the  State 
is  $564.94;  interest  on  surplus  revenue,  $89.26 ;  the  mo.ney 
raised  by  the  township  is  $1,500 — by  one  district,  $45.00; 
making  in  all  $2,099.20,  which,  subtracted  from  the  whole 
amount,  leaves  $2,850.00  to  be  raised  by  assessment-upon  the 
scholars,  amounting  to  about  two  dollars  upon  the  daily  ave- 
rage attendance. 

As  stated  in  my  report,  there  are  seventeen  districts  from 
which  I  have  received  reports  from  their  respective  trustees, 
all  of  the  school  houses  being  within  the  limits  of  the  town- 
ship. Eight  of  the  districts  only  are  within  the  limits  of  the 
boundary  of  the  township,  leaving  nine  lying  in  two  or  more 
townships.  There  are  but  two  districts  that  have  maintained 
a  free  school — one  for  a  year,  the  other  for.  nine  months. 
The  school  houses,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three,  are 
in  good  repair,  and  answer  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
designed. 

The  board  of  chosen  freeholders  did  not  see  fit  to  appoint 
a  board  of  examiners,  hence  the  duty  of  examining  and 
licensing  teachers  has  come  under  my  province. 

CURTIS  R.  HOLMES, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WOODBRIDGB. 


It  is  satisfactory  to  be  enabled  to  report  an  increase  of 
interest  manifested  by  the  people  in  the  welfare  of  the  pub- 
lic schools.  Eight  of  the  schools  of  this  township  have  been 
free  the  present  year.    In  the  others  a  charge  of  from  25 
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cents  to  one  dollar  has  been  assessed  per  quarter  on  those 
in  attendance,  in  order  to  pay  the  teacher's  salary. 

One  of  the  districts  have  built  by  tax  a  very  substantial 
and  convenient  school  house,  of  gothic  architecture,  and 
furnished  with  the  most  approved  furniture.  In  it  a  school 
has  been  commenced  by  a  young  man  late  from  the  State 
Normal  School,  who  I  trust  will  endeavor  to  do  honor  to  the 
institution  which  we  all  hope  will  soon  furnish  the  State 
with  teachers  possessing  superior  ability  to  teach. 

ELLIS  B.  FREEMAN, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MONMOUTH  COUNTY 


PBEEHOLD. 

Very  little  change  of  interest  has  transpired  since  my 
last  report.  The  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  eighteen  years,  as  handed  in  by  the  trustees  of  the 
various  districts,  amount  to  1005 — ah  increase  of  fifteen  since 
last  year.  Our  school  buildings  in  the  main  are  about  the 
same,  and  I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  say  that  a  portion 
of  them,  at  least,  are  in  a  very  uncomfortable  condition. 
When  I  ride  over  other  sections  of  the  countr/  and  see  so 
much  more  interest  manifested  in  taste  and  neatness  of  school 
buildings,  I  feel  ashamed  and  really  sorry  that  we,  the  in- 
habitants of  rich  old  Monmouth,  are  not  more  zealous  and 
enterprising  in  this  object,  while  we  are  rapidly  progressing 
with  the  improvements  of  the  age  in  every  other  particular. 
It  really  seems  that  we  are  ready  to  lavish  any  amount  of 
capital  on  our  churches,  our  county  buildings,  our  dwellings 
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and  property. in  general,  but  when  called  upon  to  aid  in  put- 
ting up  neat  and  convenient  public  school  buildings  for  the 
comfort  and  encouragement  of  our  children,  we  are  deaf  and 
blind  to  any  such  appeal,  and  seem  to  imagine  that  any  de- 
scription of  house  will  answer  to  educate  our  children  in. 
We  do  not  act  thus,  even  with  our  horses,  for  these,  in  most 
instances,  are  housed  and  provided  for  with  the  greatest  ap- 
preciation and  care.  Our  school  houses  in  general  are  not 
designed  for  convenience,  health,  and  comfort.  The  rooms 
are  wanting  in  size,  the  desks  and  seats  badly  planned,  and 
the  ceilings  so  low  that  they  will  not  admit  a  large  map  to 
hang  suspended  clear  of  the  floor.  This  indiflference  of  in- 
terest on  our  part  seems  unaccounted  for  at  this  day,  when 
our  expenses  of  education  are  so  small  in  comparison  with 
former  years,  while  every  possible  aid  is  brought  to  us  by 
,the  revenues  of  our  State.  We  still  number  seven  school 
buildings,  all  of  wood  structure,  with  single  rooms,  except 
the  one  in  this  village,  which  has  a  lower  and  upper  room — 
one  for  girls,  the  other  for  boys.  The  whole  number  taught 
is  about  eight  hundred :  fifty-five  of  these  colored,  and  this 
amalgamation  of  white  and  colored  children  is  a  source  of 
much  objection  and  dissatisfaction  generally,  and  some  plan 
is  greatly  desired  whereby  they  could  be  taught  separately. 
The  terms  per  scholar  are  twenty  dollars.  The  average  sal- 
ary of  female  teachers  is  seventy-five  to  eighty-five  dollars  ; 
males  about  ninety  to  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  trustees  and  myself  have  aimed  to  procure  the  most 
reliable  and  efficient  teachers,  and  have  designed  to  visit 
each  school  once  each  term.  The  condition  of  the  schools  is 
certainly  progressive.  The  lower  and  higher  English  branch- 
es are  taught  in  every  school,  and  in  some  instances  the  clas- 
sics are  taught  with  good  success. 

We  have  received  this  year  $2,500  appropriated  by  the 
township  for  common  schools,  and  from  the  State,  for  the 
same  object,  $717.79 ;  all  of  which  has  been  apportioned  in 
due  ratio  to  each  district,  and  paid  out  as  salaries  to  teach- 
ers by  order  of  the  several  trustees. 
7 
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Oar  teachers,  male'and  female,  are  of  high  moral  principles 
and  good  edacational  endowments,  and  are  all  duly  licensed 
according  to  law.  Our  books  are  selected  with  reference  to 
the  most  approved  authors  of  the  times.  The  discipline  in 
general  is  not  subject  to  the  rod,  but  made  to  depend  on  in- 
dividual responsibility  for  order  and  harmony.  Vocal  music, 
heretofore  much  neglected,  is  practiced  in  most  schools,  and 
it  is  delightful,  after  the  day's  toil  and  study,  to  see  an  en- 
tire school,  from  the  largest  down  to  the  least  little  urchin, 
relieving  the  mind  by  pouring  forth  with  pleasure  and  de- 
light the  richest  melodies  of  which  the  voice  is  capable  of 
producing.  Their  powers  combine  in  praising  that  Being 
who  hath  endowed  them  with  senses  and  faculties  of  so  high 
an  order,  and  placed  them  in  institutions  whereby  they  could 
put  them  in  active  operation. 

Another  year  of  our  existence  has  rolled  away,  but  it  has 
not  been  void  of  its  happy  influences  and  effects.  The  cause 
is  steadily  and  effectually  advancing,  and  a  happier  era  is 
yet  to  dawn  upon  us  when  education  shall  be  more  thorough- 
ly diflFused  among  the  people.  Then  shall  vice,  ignorance, 
and  crime  be  subdued  by  the  purifying  powers  of  knowledge, 
science,  and  Christianity,  and  this  now  happy  republic  shall 
assume  a  standing  and  dignity  transcendently  above  all  the 
nations  of  the  globe. 

E.  L.  COWART, 
Toum  Superintendent. 

HOWELL. 

What  the  poet  says  of  another  visitor  is  certainly  true  of 
time, — 

'*  It  knocks  with  eqaal  rate 

At  cottage  door  and  palace  gate." 

And  it  now  reminds  me  that  the  time  for  lay  report  is  at 
iand.  We  therefore  send  you  a  general  outline  of  the  his- 
tory of  our  schools  for  the  year  which  is  now  drawing  to  a 
lose.  . 
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In  my  last  report,  I  stated  that  notwithstanding  tha  pres- 
sure of  the  times,  we  had  made  considerable  advance  in  the 
improvement  of  school  buildings.  This  year  we  have  done 
nothing  in  that  direction. 

Yet  we  continue  to  advance.  The  number  of  children  at- 
tending the  schools  has  been  greater  than  Tn  any  former  year. 
The  examinations  also  show  some  improvement  in  nearly  all 
the  schools.  There  is  also  a  most  important  change  in  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  visitors  at  these  examinations.  For- 
merly the  number  would  vary  from  two  to  six.  Now  the 
largest  houses  in  the  township  will  hardly  contain  the  scholars 
and  the  visitors*. 

At  these  examinations  we  have,  generally,  speaking  and 
singing  by  the  scholars,  followed  always  by  an  address  from 
the  Town  Superintendent. 

We  are  of  the  number  of  those  who  do  not  feel  certain 
that  mere  intellectual  cultivation  is  a  real  good.  We  have 
therefore,  as  far  as  possible,  endeavored  to  surround  the 
schools  with  a  moral  and  religious  atmosphere.  A  part  of 
the  music  taught  is  of  the  cheerful  kind  that  children  love, 
and  a  part  of  it  is  sacred  music.  The  Bible  is  daily  read  in 
all  our  schools. 

You  will  see  by  the  figures  inclosed,  that  we  now  number 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-one  children. 

Seven  of  the  schools  have  been  free  as  long  as  kept  open. 
All  have  been  visited  as  the  law  requires. 

We  regret  to  see  that  any  have  lost  courage  to  meet  the 
diflSculties  of  establishing  a  regular  system  of  free  schools. 
We  admit  the  difficulties  to  be  great.  But  they  can  be  over- 
come— they  must  be  overcome.  When  this  is  done,  by  us 
and  by  our  sister  States,  then,  and  not  till  then,  we  may 
point  to  our  banner  as  it  "  floats  over  every  sea  and  every 
land  under  the  whole  heavens,"  and  say  with  propriety. 

Long  may  it  wave, 
O'er  the  land  of  the  free  find  the  home  of  the  brave. 

GILBERT  Y.  GULICK, 

Tovjn  Su'pCTiiv.tw.iw.t. 


100 


MANALAPAN. 

I  herewith  send,  in  addition  to  the  statistical  report,  such 
information  as  I  have  been  able  to  gather.  It  was  quite  late 
in  the  season  when  I  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  the  late  Dr.  William  L.  DeBow,  so 
that  I  have  barely  had  time  to  visit  the  schools  but  once; 
therefore  can  say  nothing  by  comparison  with  former  years. 
I  find  the  affairs  of  the  late  superintendent  in  an  unsettled 
condition,  and  many  schools  have  not  been  visited  during  the 
year.  Schools  very  well  attended,  and  kept  open  the  most 
of  the  year,  but  there  is  great  negligence  on  the  part  of 
parents  and  guardians  in  visiting  schools,  thereby  keeping  up 
that  interest  so  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  our  schools. 

I  should  be  glad  to  see  our  schools  made  free,  and  would 
solicit  your  influence  in  obtaining  from  our  legislature  ad- 
ditional appropriations  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  circu- 
lating libraries  in  each  district,  upon  each  district  raising  as 
much  as  the  sum  granted  by  the  legislature.  With  small 
yearly  appropriations  of  this  kind,  each  district  would  soon 
become  possessed  of  respectable  libraries,  thereby  dissemina- 
ting a  vast  amount  of  useful  knowledge  very  much  needed 
in  rural  districts. 

JOS.  H.  VAN  MATER, 
Tovm  Superintendent, 


MARLBORO'. 

You  will  observe  that  $82  50  is  the  average  salary  for 
male  teachers;  the  high^t  salary  paid  is  $125  per  quarter, 
two  at  $100,  and  three  young  men  are  employed  this  winter 
for  $50  a  quarter  each ;  that  makes  the  low  average.  The 
female  teacher  receives  $100  per  quarter ;  she  is  a  Normal 
School  graduate ;  she  has  not  merely  the  name,  but  she  is 
well  qualified.  We  have  some  very  good  teachers.  There 
18  evidently  a  gradual  c\iar\^^  laakvcL^  m  the  minds  of  our 
people,  in  favor  of  free  ae'bLOoVa-,  \iw\.  *<K\^  v*.  ^Qi\si^sXi\\i^^*via.^ 
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requires  time ;  the  efiFects  must  be  seen  and  felt,  before  pub- 
lic sentiment  changes. 

J.  W.  HERBERT, 
Town  Superin/endeni. 

OC£AN. 

I  am  happy  to  certify  to  a  marked  improTcment  of  the 
schools  throughout  the  entire  township  during  the  past  year. 
To  particularize,  I  will  state,  that  the  trustees  manifest  a 
great  deal  of  judgment  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  books, 
and  the  general  comfort  and  convenience  of  scholars,  as  well 
as  teachers,  in  the  construction  of  all  new  buildings  to  be 
used  for  school  purposes.  The  inhabitants  are  becoming  more 
zealous  in  the  cause  of  education,  thereby  assisting  the  trus- 
tees and  Town  Superintendent  in  their  several  duties ;  the 
qualifications  of  teachers  receive  some  of  the  same  kind  of 
scrutiny  that  is  generally  applied  by  parents  to  ms^ter  work- 
men who  may  have  their  sons  as  apprentices.  This  I  con- 
ceive to  be  a  very  great  step  in  the  right  way ;  it  stimulates 
the  teacher,  and  all  others  who  are  responsible  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  rising  generation,  with  a  generous  impulse,  feeling 
as  they  must,  that  they  have  the  hearty  co-operation  of  public 
sentiment.  Our  books  are  constantly  being  simplified  and 
scientifically  classed;  so  that  a  teacher  coming  in  a  district 
can  easily  follow  the  course  pursued  by  his  predecessor ;  thus 
avoiding  a  very  great  objection  that  prevailed  but  a  few 
years  since,  viz.  many  of  the  books  being  the  same  that  had 
been  used  in  the  schoolboy  days  of  the  father  or  the  grand- 
father of  the  pupil. . 

In  conclusion,  I  will  add  my  hearty  endorsement  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  State  officials,  relative  to  the  educa- 
tional interests  with  which  they  are  entrusted. 

RICHARD  S.  POOLE, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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UPPER  FREEHOLD. 


Our  teachers  have  been  regularly  examined  and  licensed, 
according  to  law,  and  to  each  a  due  proportion  of  the  public 
money  has  been  paid.  No  examiners  have  been  appointed 
in  this  county.  Only  a  part  of  the  schools  have  been  kept 
free,  the  amount  of  public  funds  being  insuflScient  for  that 
purpose  where  the  schools  are  small,  or  where  the  teachers 
are  paid  a  high  salary.  In  five  districts,  free  schools  have 
been  maintained  during  the  year. 

There  are  many  parents  and  guardians  who  will  not  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunities  they  have  of  sending  their 
children  regularly  to  school,  even  when  they  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  teacher.  The  children  are  allowed  to  spend  their 
time  at  home,  or  in  the  neighborhood,  without  any  employ- 
ment and  under  little  control. 

Some  of  these  are  desirous  that  their  children  should  have 
a  good  education,  but  make  no  eflPort  to  secure  the  means  for 
its  accomplishment.  A  portion  will  not  provide  'suitable 
clothing,  when  it  is  in  their  power,  with  industry  and  econo- 
my, to  obtain  it,  and  make  it  an  excuse  to  keep  the  children 
at  home.  Another  part  is  so  unreasonably  lenient  and  un- 
wisely sympathetic,  as  to  allow  the  juvenile  members  of  the 
family  to  stay  at  home,  if  they  manifest  the  least  disinclina- 
tion to  go. 

Among  people  of  considerable  means,  a  great  change  has 
been  effected  within  twenty-five  years,  so  that  most  of  them 
attend  to  the  education  of  their  children  in  literature  and 
science,  but  many  in  the  poorer  walks  of  life  seem  very  in- 
different, and  do  not  appreciate  their  opportunities. 


Town  SuperintendenU 
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CHATHAM. 

I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  my  oflSce  in  April  last,  and 
in  consequence  of  some  of  the  teachers  who  had  taught 
during  the  winter  having  left  and  failed  to  leave  any  report 
from  which  I  can  make  an  accurate  report,  I  am  left  to  fill 
up  the  same  from  the  best  information  I  can  obtain. 

Our  township  is  about  the  smallest  in  extent  of  Territory, 
but  will,  we  think  compare  favorably  in  point  of  education- 
al interest  with  any  in  the  county. 

We  raise  by  tax  the  full  amount  allowed  by  law  ($3  00 
per  scholar)  and. a  majority  of  our  schools  have  suflScient 
money  to  have  them  free  by  employing  female  teachers  in 
the  summer,  of  whom  we  have  had  some  successful  and  com- 
petent teachers,  two  of  whom  have  attended  our  State  Nor- 
mal school  and  have  practically  demonstrated  the  great  util- 
ity of  that  institution. 

The  teachers  have  been  examined  and  licensed  according 
to  law,  which  had  been  done  by  the  Town  Superintendent, 
in  connection  with  the  trustees,  there  having  been  no  county 
examiners  appointed. 

Singing  has  been  introduced  into  some  of  our  schools 
with  marked  good  effect.  In  addition  to  our  public  schools 
we  have  in  district  No.  1  a  select  school,  taught  by  a  female 
of  the  highest  order  of  excellence,  and  in  District  No.  3, 
we  have  a  classical  and  female,  also  a  Catholic  school,  with 
large  attendance,  which  lessens  the  reported  number  taught. 
The  attendance  in  our  schools  is  not  as  regular  as  it  should 
be  for  the  success  of  the  children. 

On  the  whole,  the  cause  of  education  is  advancing.  The 
schools  which  are  now  in  session  are  conducted  by  efiScient 
teachers,  who  are  doing  a  good  work. 

BENJAMIN  M.  FELCH, 

Town  iSfup€rxuteudex\l* 
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CHESTER. 

I  have  but  little  to  add  to  the  statistical  report.  The 
schools  have  been  visited  once  in  each  quarter. 

The  want  of  interest  among  parents,  noticed  in  last  year's 
report,  is  still  a  lamentable  obstacle  to  the  success  and  good 
order  of  the  schools. 

Also  a  want  of  punctuality  in  the  attendance  of  the 
scholars,  which  can  only  be  enforced  by  parents  and  guar- 
dians, being  much  complained  of  by  all  our  teachers. 

Some  three  or  four  of  the  school  houses  in  our  township 
are  very  poor  constructions,  but  in  one  or  two  distriqts  they 
talk  of  new  buildings,  and  if  interest  in  public  schools  don't 
induce  them  to  act,  necessity  soon  will. 

In  regard  to  the  common  school  system  in  our  State,  the 
money  appropriated  by  the  State  is  scarcely  more  than  an 
apology,  in  comparison  to  the  amount  absolutely  necessary. 

My  idea  of  a  correct  system  is  this,  that  the  State  Legis- 
lature should  appropriate  to  each  township  a  sum  sufS- 
cient  to  support  the  schools  at  least  ten  months  in  the  year, 
or  else  abandon  the  subject  altogether. 

But  it  is  not  more  money  only  that  is  needed  to  keep  our 
schools  open  during  the  whole  year,  and  to  render  them 
more  efficient  and  useful.  We  must  look  to  the  operations 
inside  of  the  school  room,  for  it  is  there  that  the  inost  im- 
portant part  of  the  work  of  education  is  to  be  performed. 
There  appears  to  be  a  want  of  system  in  our  public  schools 
that  is  productive  of  waste  both  in  time  and  money.  That 
want  of  system  is  found  in  the  number  and  kind  of  studies 
introduced  and  the  order  in  which  they  are  attended  to. 
The  introduction  of  too  many  studies  makes  classes  too 
numerous,  and  as  a  consequence  the  want  of  proper  time  to 
attend  to  them  leads  to  superficial  and  unsatisfactory  results. 
Would  it  not  be  advisable  for  our  Legislature  to  empower 
the  State  Superintendent  and  the  trustees  and  principal  of 
our  State  Normal  School  to  fix  such  a  course  of  studies  as 
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they  in  tlieir  judgment  may  think  best,  and  which  may  serTO 
as  a  guide  to  all  our  schools. 

Tovm  Superintendent. 

HANOVER. 

As  I  have  been  in  ofiSce  only  since  April  last,  I  can  give 
but  an  imperfect  report,  and  no  comparison  of  the  past  and 
present  state  of  the  schools  in  this  township.  I  think,  how- 
ever, there  is  a  growing  desire  for  much  better  schools  than 
we  have. 

The  beneficent  design  of  our  school  fund  would  be  better 
accomplished  if  it  were  so  apportioned  as  to  aid  feeble  dis- 
tricts according  to  their  necessities.  There  are  in  this  town- 
ship several  districts  which  are  feeble,  because  of  scattered 
population.  Schools  can  be  maintained  there  only  by  the 
payment  of  heavy  tuition  bills.  Inferior  schools  are  kept 
but  a  part  of  the  year,  and  the  children  of  the  poor  are  de- 
prived of  almost  all  opportunity  for  education.  In  more 
densely  populated  districts,  schools  are  sustained  for  the 
w^hole  year,  chiefly  by  the  public  money,  but  as  the  schools 
are  necessarily  very  large,  they  are  also  inferior  because 
of  the  impossibility  of  one  teacher  doing  justice  to  so  many 
pupils.  If  the  more  populous  districts  would  tax  themselves 
as  the  thinly  settled  ones  are  obliged  to  do,  they  might 
greatly  improve  their  schools  by  dividing  and  grading  them  ; 
but  there  is  little  disposition  to  do  this.  A  very  general 
anxiety  prevails  to  make  the  public  money  pay  all  the  ex- 
penses of  public  schools.  This  anxiety  is  increased  by  the 
difficulties  growing  out  of  that  part  of  the  school  law  which 
requires  trustees  to  appropriate  public  money  to  sustain  free 
schools.  More  public  money,  or  a  different  method  of  ap- 
plying what  we  have,  is  needed  before  the  children  of  our 
State  can  enjoy  anything  like  equal  advantages  of  education. 

JOHN  M.  JOHNSON, 
Tovm  Superintendent, 
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MENDHAM. 

In  making  my  annual  report  I  am  happy  to  announce  that 
our  schools  are  in  a  flourishing  condition.  They  are  far 
from  what  they  should  be,  but  on  looking  back  a  few  years 
we  can  see  a  decided  improvement. 

All  of  our  teachers  are  of  a  fair  stamp.  Some  of  them 
are  among  the  first  in  their  profession. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  we  should  have  county 
examiners.  They  would  secure  a  much  more  thorough  ex- 
amination of  teachers  than  we  can  have  where  the  Superin- 
tendent alone,  or  together  with  trustees,  does  the  vrork. 

The  tendency  would  be  to  scare  off  incompetent  teachers. 
Duty  has  compelled  me  to  reject  several  applicants  for  li- 
cense during  the  current  year. 

There  is  an  imperious  necessity  for  an  apparatus  to  illus- 
trate arithmetic,  geography,  and  natural  philosophy.  I  have 
seldom  found  a  teacher  who  could  illustrate  the  rule  for  duo- 
decimals. They  can  calculate  correctly  by  it,  but  of  the 
reason  for  each  step  in  the  process,  they  are  wholly  igno- 
rant. 

Any  joiner  could,  for  a  few  shillings,  make  an  apparatus 
to  elucidate  this  branch  of  Arithmetic. 

The  State  of  Connecticut  furnishes  to  every  district  for 
$3,  an  apparatus  worth  $20.  This  apparatus  is  made  by 
State  convicts.  To  lock  up  those  pests  of  Society  and  com- 
pel them  to  labor  in  the  cause  of  education  is  most  certainly 
a  capital  as  well  as  an  original  plan. 

To  furnish  schools  with  a  complete  apparatus  is  truly  well 
worthy  the  attention  of  our  Legislature. 

We  also  need  school  libraries.  Ohio  has  recently  donated 
$60,000  for  this  object,  Connecticut  donates  $10  to  every 
district  that  will  raise  an  additional  $10,  thus  furnishing  a 
valuable  foundation  for  a  library.  It  also  gives  $5  to  each 
district  that  will  raise  $5  more  each  successive  year  to  pro- 
cure an  addition  to  the  librarv.  Will  not  our  honorable 
legislature  do  something  to  promote  this  worthy  object. 
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New  Jersey  has  the  advantage  of  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut in  Geographical  position,  extent  of  territory,  fer- 
tility of  soil,  and  mineral  wealth,  yet  she  is  far  behind  those 
States  in  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the  thorough  edu- 
cation of  her  citizens.  Their  superiority  may  be  readily 
traced  to  their  noble  system  of  free  schools.  Had  our 
present  admirable  school  law  been  in  operation  for  a  long 
period,  it  would  have  told  materially  on  the  prosperity  of 
the  State. 

A  better  school  system  than  our  present  one,  few  States 
can  show.  The  State  gives  a  helping  hand  and  then  em- 
powers each  district  to  maintain  a  free  school.  With  her 
splendid  school  system — her  Normal  School,  and  her  yearly 
county  institutes,  New  Jersey  seems  at  last  to  be  thoroughly 
aroused,  while  she  gathers  her  resources  and  marshals  her 
embattled  hosts  for  the  mighty  conflict  with  ignorance,  vice 
and  crime. 

History  has  important  teachings  for  us  on  this  vital  sub- 
ject. Our  free  institutions  may  be  traced  to  the  puritans  of 
England,  the  Huguenots  of  France,  to  Scotland,  Switzerland 
and  Holland.  Among  the  dearest  rights  for  which  those 
champions  of  freedom  on  many  a  gory  field  contended,  was 
the  right  to  sustain  and  direct  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren. 

Despotic  Prussia  could  never  crush  out  the  spirit  of  free- 
dom from  doomed  and  downtrodden  Poland,  until  she  had 
obliterated  the  last  vestage  of  that  oppressed  nation's  cher- 
ished and  thorough  system  of  education.  Hungary  and  Bo- 
hemia have  been  for  ages  writhing  under  the  iron  heel  of 
Austria,  nor  could  she  long  keep  those  oppressed  nations 
under  her  despotic  rule  if  she  should  permit  them  to  direct 
the  education  of  their  children. 

The  intrepid  John  Knox  said,  "  place  the  school  house  by 
the  side  of  the  church."  Holland  was  for  ages  one  of  the 
leading  powers  in  Europe,  manfully  doing  battle  in  freedom's 
holy  cause.  Possessing  a  small  territory,  redeemed  and  kept 
with  immense  toil  from  ocean's  createSi  'srv?^^  ^'^  i^^*  ^^\5vr»^ 
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over  with  her  seven  splendid  universities,"  she  owed  her 
greatness  to  her  munificent  system  of  education. 

Among  the  first  enactments  of  our  pilgrim  fathers  after 
they  landed  on  New  England's  rock-bound  coast,  were  laws 
to  support  and  regulate  common  schools. 

The  history  of  all  nations  confirms  the  truth  that  the  pros- 
perity of  a  State  may  be  measured  by  the  intelligence  and 
virtue  of  her  citizens. 

With  my  best  wishes  and  hearty  co-operation  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  this  noble  cause. 

JONAS  DENTON, 
Town  Superintendent. 

MORRIS. 

Many  diflSculties  conspire  to  render  the  duties  of  Superin- 
tendent of  schools  in  this  large  township  exceedingly  ardu- 
ous. These  duties  would  be  sensibly  relieved  if  something 
more  were  added  to  the  responsibilities  of  district  trustees, 
that  might  at  the  same  time  diminish  the  cares  of  the  Super- 
intendent. Ifhas  been  next  to  impossible  to  gather  correct 
statistics  of  our  school  operations,  and  I  am  obliged  to  con- 
tent myself  with  only  an  approximation  to  the  truth. 

The  people  through  this  township  seem  deeply  interested 
in  the  cause  of  popular  education.  They  have  increased 
their  school  tax  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  dollars. 
For  the  most  part  their  school  houses  are  good  and  the 
schools  exhibit  a  flourishing  condition.  In  the  supply  of 
teachers  we  have  been  highly  favored  during  the  year  in  se- 
curing men  and  women  of  the  most  desirable  stamp.  A 
teacher's  institute  held  in  Morristown,  was  well  supported, 
and  engaged  the  attendance  generally  of  our  teachers,  and 
there  is  much  reason  to  believe  that  salutary  influences  at- 
tended its  sessions.  Much  trouble  has  arisen  in  one  of  our 
districts  from  the  imperfection  of  our  school  law  concerning 
the  duties  of  trustees  to  make  tetvirua  of  the  number  of 
eA/idren  ^within  their  respeetiL^e  XiowrAa. 
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In  this  instance  the  Superintendent  had  reason  to  believe 
the  returns  to  be  false.  He  took  it  upon  himself  to  ascer- 
tain the  true  number  of  children  in  the  district,  and  finding, 
as  he  thought,  only  about  half  the  number  reported  by  the 
trustees,  he  cut  down  the  number  and  apportioned  the  school 
moneys  accordingly.  This  has  given  rise  to  considerable 
litigation,  and  the  questions  involved  remain  yet  unsettled. 
The  right  of  the  Superintendent  to  interfere  is  questioned, 
while  at  the  same  time  there  seems  to  be  no  check  upon  the 
trustees.  Certainly  legislation  is  needed  in  this  direction. 
Our  schools  are  not  entirely  free;  The  teachers  have  all 
been  examined  and  licensed  properly.  No  examiners  were 
appointed  in  this  county.  Enclosed  you  have  my  statistical 
report. 

E.  B.  YARD, 
Town  Superintendent. 


PEQUANNOCK. 

In  most  of  the  districts  the  schools  are  in  as  flourishing 
condition  as  they  have  been  the  past  few  years.  The  school 
houses  are,  the  most  of  them,  in  a  comfortable  condition; 
several  have  been  repairfed  during  the  past  year.  The  for- 
mer disputes  that  existed  in  this  township,  respecting  the 
construction  of  the  school  laws,  have  been  settled,  and  things 
have  gone  on  harmoniously.  Some  of  our  schools  have  been 
free  a  portion  of  the  year,  and  one  school  has  been  free 
during  the  whole  year.  The  people  of  the  township  are  more 
united  than  formerly  upon  our  present  school  laws,  and  take 
a  greater  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  than  they  have 
heretofore,  which  must  cheer  the  heart  of  every  philanthro- 
pist. There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  if  the  present  sys- 
tem is  continued,  (although  some  amendments  may  be  made 
that  would  have  a  salutary  eflfect,)  our  State  will  number 
equal  to  any  in  the  Union  in  the  cause  of  edacatiou*  B\v.t 
while  I  have  witnessed  the  improTemeut  \ti  \j£i^  ^^»aft  ^S.  ^^»? 
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cation  in  our  townships  and  elsewhere  with  great  satisfactioD, 
I  have  seen  with  regret  an  effort  made  by  a  few  to  alter  our 
present  system,  and  substitute  a  parochial  school  system, 
which  past  experience  has  shown,  and  what  I  think  will  be 
the  inevitable  result  of  such  an  alteration,  will,  instead  of 
advancing  the  cause  of  education,  make  it  retrograde; 
and  I  must  say,  with  all  due  respect  to  those  who  diffier  with 
me,  that  parochial  schools  in  this  district  of  this  State  will 
have  a  most  deleterious  influence  upon  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion.  Suppose  such  a  system  should  be  established,  what 
would  be  the  consequence  ?  Perhaps  in  every  district  a  di- 
versity of  religious  opinion  exists.  In  our  district  perhaps  the 
Presbyterians  will  have  the  preponderance,  and  the  schools 
will  be  under  the  influence  and  control  of  that  sect  and  their 
pastor ;  while  Baptist,  Methodist  and  other  sects  will  con- 
sider themselves  excluded;  and  just  so  in  other  districts 
where,  perhaps,  Methodist  or  Baptist  or  some  other  sect  has 
the  preponderance,  the  same  effects  will  be  produced,  and  in- 
stead of  harmony,  discord  will  arise,  and  all  the  antagonistic 
sectarian  views  of  the  several  religious  sects  will,  'more  or 
less,  in  every  school  district  in  this  State,  be  called  into  ac- 
tion, to  the  injury  of  the  peace  of  its  citizens,  and  the  injury 
of  the  cause  of  education.  I  am  in  favor  of  improvements. 
I  like  to  see  the  cause  of  education  progress,  but  I  am  satis- 
fied that  it  would  not  be  expedient,  at  this  time,  to  alter 
radically  our  school  laws,  when  the  people  are  so  well  satis- 
fled  with  them,  and  are  making  such  improvements  under 
them.  In  the  manner  in  which  our  schools  are  conducted, 
the  cause  of  religion,  as  well  as  education,  is  advanced — the 
Bible  is  used  in  our  schools,  and  the  reading  books  used 
therein  are  of  the  strictest  moral  character,  selected  not  only 
with  a  view  of  their  useful  information,  but  also  with  regard 
to  the  productions  of  the  moralist,  influenced  by  the  sublime 
ethics  of  the  Bible — while  the  greatest  care  (so  far  as  I  am 
acquainted)  is  taken  to  employ  teachers  of  strict  moral 
character.  Under  such  a  system,  with  such  means,  may  we 
not  hope  to  do  much  for  the  cause  of  education — advance 
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the  cause  of  religion — lessen  the  conflicting  views  of  man- 
kind in  the  rising  generation  ?  when,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
we  adopt  the  parochial  system,  may  we  not  engender  strife 
and  animosities,  not  only  among  the  youth  of  our  land,  but 
among  those  of  us  who  have  come  to  years  of  maturity,  by 
creating  a  desire  for  the  ascendancy  in  the  rule  of  our  school 
districts,  among  the  diflferent  religious  denominations.  Per- 
haps it  would  be  well  for  us  to  reflect  upon  the  subject,  and 
before  we  radically  alter  the  system  that  is  now  working 
well,  and  a  system  under  which  the  cause  of  education  has 
made,  and  is  continuing  to  make  greater  improvements  than 
was  ever  made  therein  before  in  this  State — to  consider  our 
responsibility  to  the  rising  part  of  our  generation,  to  the 
cause  of  humanity,  and  not  cause  education  to  take  a  retro- 
grade step,  but  persevere  in  well  doing,  leaving  well  enough 
alone,  and  instead  of  spending  our  time  and  our  talents  in 
innovations  and  untried  projects,  spend  them  in  useful  efforts 
to  improve  the  youth  of  our  land,  who  must  soon  take  our 
places  when  we  are  here  known  no  more. 

S.  Y.  S.  BANTA, 
Tow7i  Superintendent* 


ROCKAWAY. 

The  report  which  I  send  you  has  been  compiled  with  more 
accuracy  than  any  previously  sent  you  by  me.  This  is  ow- 
ing to  the  greater  accuracy  in  the  school  registers  which 
have  been  introduced  recently  into  our  schools.  The  two 
districts  not  heard  from  are  fractional,  and  together  include 
only  about  twenty  children,  between  five  and  eighteen  years 
of  age.  As  these  are  attached  to  schools  in  other  townships, 
I  find  it  very  difficult'  to  get  reports  from  them.  My  report 
proves,  so  far  as  the  number  of  actual  attendants  on  the 
schools  are  concerned,  that  the  liberal  provision  of  our  citi- 
zens have  not  been  without  fruit.  L^^l  ^^wj  ^^  x^^^^X*^^ 
1173  cbildrea  who  were  entitled  to  ^Ci\ioo\  ^tVi'^^?,^'^%  ^"^ 
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whom  890  availed  themselves  of  their  privileges  to  some  ex- 
tent. The  average  daily  attendance  on  the  schools  was  341, 
and  the  cost  of  tuition  per  scholar  among  the  actual  atten- 
dants, was  three  dollars  and  forty-five  cents.  This  year  we 
report  1194  children  of  the  school  age,  of  whom  (not  includ- 
ing scholars  over  18  years  of  age,)  1143  have  attended  the 
schools  more  or  less.  Six  hundred  and  ninety-six  attended 
more  than  three  months.  The  cost  per  scholar  of  the  actual 
attendants  has  been  two  dollars  and  seventy-eight  cents. 
The  average  daily  attendance  was  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight. 

The  opposition  of  some  very  intelligent  persons  among  us 
to  the  tax  of  two  dollars  a  scholar  has  not  ceased,  although 
I  think  it  less  decided  than  formerly.  I  have  sought  to  im- 
press on  the  minds  of  our  school  trustees  and  teachers  the 
necessity  of  making  the  scholars  so  good  as  to  convince  all 
reasonable  persons  that  the  benefits  conferred  by  the  schools 
are  not  procured  at  too  great  a  cost.  The  fact  is  certain, 
that  if  the  school  authorities  will  expend  the  money  in  such 
a  way  to  prove  to  the  patrons  of  any  school  that  the  scholars 
are  making  great  improvements,  those  patrons  will  not  dis- 
pense with  that  school.  As  soon  as  our  schools  shall  attain 
such'  perfection  as  they  ought,  all  reasonable  opposition  to 
them  will  cease.  For  this  reason  we  are  endeavoring  to  be 
more  careful  in  our  examination  of  teachers.  Personally  I 
wish  every  teacher  to  feel  that  the  examination  for  license 
is  not  a  mere  form,  nor  a  matter  of  courtesy,  nor  yet  of  mere 
display  of  knowledge,  but  that  it  is  one  which  aims  to  bring 
out  first,  the  moral  qualifications  of  the  candidate ;  second, 
his  attainments  as  a  scholar,  and  thirdly,  his  aptness  to  teach. 
This  costs  me  a  great  deal  of  time,  but  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
real  progress  has  been  made  in  many  respects.  Our  trus- 
tees are  beginning  to  act  in  a  higher  capacity  than  pay- 
masters, and  many  of  them  now  visit  the  school,  with  marked 
effects.  Our  patrons  are  waking  up  to  the  fact  that  the  six 
hours  of  the  day  during  \jVv\e.\i  \Ji^^  entruat  their  children  to 
^lie  guidance  of  tke  SGiiooWft^^'^^^^'t^  oi^  ^x^w^VxaLY^^NsssR.^ 
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as  ought  to  excite  their  constant  and  watchful  supervision  of 
the  matter.  In  all  such  cases  the  influence  is  most  happy. 
The  whole  tendency  of  things  among  us  is  to  invest  our 
public  schools  with  an  interest  and  importance  which  must 
in  the  end — if  there  be  no  re-action — put  them  beyond  the 
reach  of  reasonable  opposition. 

There  is  still  a  great  deficiency  in  the  means  of  instruc- 
tion in  most  of  our  schools.  Owing  to  the  diversity  of 
books  our  teacher  has  eleven  classes  to  instruct !  We  are 
trying  to  attain  uniformity  and  hope  for  success.  But  one 
of  the  most  unaccountable  deficiencies  is  in  the  matter  of 
blackboards.  In  our  largest  school  there  is  but  one  board, 
and  that  a  very  inferior  one.  In  some  of  our  schools  there 
is  either  no  board  or  a  very  inferior  one.  Our  schools  can- 
not be  what  we  wish  until  every  room  is  furnished  with 
blackboards,  or  better  still  with  the  large  slates  for  chalk 
practice  in  writing,  map-drawing,  spelling,  arithmetic,  and 
indeed  in  every  branch  taught  in  the  public  school.  I  hope 
another  year  will  show  progress  in  this  respect. 

Upon  the  whole,  however,  the  last  year  has  been  the  most 
hopeful  one  for  our  schools  that  I  have  known,  and  the  in- 
dications are  that  our  citizens  will  not  rest  contented  until 
much  greater  attainments  have  been  made. 

JOSEPH  P.  TUTTLE, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 


WASHINGTON. 

Tempus  Fugit — ^As  the  time  has  again  arrived  for  me  to 
make  my  annual  report,  I  would  cheerfully  comply  with 
your  request  concerning  the  licensing  of  teachers,  the  ap- 
pointment of  examiners  and  the  maintenance  of  schools. 

The  number  of  teachers  reported  have  all  been  examined 
according  to  law,  by  myself  as  there  have  been  no  examiners 
appointed  in  this  county.    The  schools  have,  Cox  \3afe  \xiq»%\» 
part,  been  kept  open  daring  the  year^  \)\^t  uo\»  wMw^i  Vw^. 
6 
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A  small  portion  of  the  teachers  salary  is  collected  from  the 
inhabitants  residing  in  the  several  districts. 

Our  school  houses  are  mostly  in  good  order.  Some  have 
been  repaired  and  others  reb.uilt.  Our  teachers  have  all  ac- 
quitted themselves  as  they  should,  making  their  chief  concern 
the  welfare  of  their  pupils.  In  short,  I  think  I  am  safe  in 
saying  that  there  is  a  decided  change  for  the  better  in  our 
public  schools. 

THEODORE  NAUGHRIGHT, 

Town  Superintendent 


OCEAN  COUNTY. 


JACKSON. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  township  are  beginning  to  take 
into  consideration  the  cause  of  education,  knowing  that  a 
common  education  is  worth  more  to  their  children  than  gold. 
They  begin  to  appreciate  the  common  schools  and  its  advan- 
tages ;  although  they  have  not  thex  advantages  of  many  of 
their  sister  townships  they  feel  thankful  for  what  privileges 
they  do  enjoy.  If  we  could  have  a  little  more  help  from 
the  State  we  would  ere  long  have  some  very  good  scholars, 
as  we  have  some  bright  minded  children  in  this  township. 
Before  I  located  in  Jackson  township  I  taught  school  in 
Howell  township,  in  Freehold  township,  and  in  two  of  the 
adjoining  townships,  and  had  under  my  charge  at  diflferent 
times  some  five  hundred  children,  and  I  can  say  that  I  see 
in  visiting  the  schools  of  Jackson  as  much  natural  talent  and 
aptness  to  learn  aa  1  bow  iti  ^xi^  ^^  ^^  ^^3w^x  townships ;  all 
that  IB  needed  is  ite  me^i^  \.o  \5Lae^  wyx  ^Oaa^^  ^^-^-iv  5b5C\fi»^ 


115 

nine  months  in  the  year.  We  have  nine  districts,  two  of 
which  have  been  set  oflF  since  my  last  report;  one  of  said 
districts  has  erected  a  splendid  housCi  a  house  that  vrould 
honor  any  neighborhood. 

JOHN  CONINE, 
Town  Suptf  intendint 

PLUMSTED. 

We  have  had  some  trouble  in  this  township  concerning 
the  pay  of  the  teachers.  As  some  of  the  teachers  had  not 
been  licensed,  the  former  superintendent  paid  some  and  ro- 
fused  to  pay  others,  which  created  hard  feelings  among  the 
people  in  the  township.  But  the  teachers  now  all  have  li- 
censes, except  one  female  teacher  that  teaches  the  school  In 
district  number  six ;  this  school  being  conducted  by  tho 
Friends'  discipline,  and  has  been  for  many  years.  Thla 
school  being  in  one  end  of  the  township  is  in  a  small  district , 
but  the  adjoining  townships  uniting  makes  this  i»  a  vory 
good  school.  The  school  is  kept  open  all  the  year,  except 
the  usual  vacation.  This  school  is  taught  in  tho  summer 
season  by  a  female  teacher,  and  in  the*  winter  by  a  male 
teacher.  Districts  number  one  and  four,  New  £gyj>t  and 
yidnity,  being  united,  has  a  competent  toachcfi  and  kcopH 
one  free  school  all  the  year,  except  usual  vacation.  Thf8 
school  being  large  we  are  about  to  commcneo  tho  othor 
school  with  a  female  teacher. 

District  number  two  being  taugljit  by  the  teacher  that 
taught  in  New  Egypt  for  twen^  years  and  upward^j,  hM  a 
full  school  and  is  giving  satisfaction  in  the  district* 

All  the  schools  are  now  in  operation,  and  arc  giving  naU 
is&ctioD  to  mogt  of  the  employers. 

We  hare  five  whole  distrietn  and  two  half  dintrictM,  w)ii(;ti 
number  six  hundred  and  sixty-fire  tMldrm^ 

EMANUKL  HODtKJfS, 
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UNION. 

Enclosed  is  my  first  report  of  the  condition  of  the  district 
schools  in  the  township  of  Union,  which  is  as  near  correct 
as  can  be  obtained  under  the  present  circumstances,  namely: 
that  of  having  had  the  management  of  the  school  aflFairs  only 
about  nine  months  out  of  the  year,  our  freeholders  having 
failed  to  appoint  examiners  this  year,  <w  usual.  The  schools 
of  the  township  for  the  most  part  have  been  only  partly  free, 
the  trustees  paying  part  of  the  teachers  salary,  and  they 
collecting  the  remainder  from  the  patrons  of  the  schools. 
JBy  having  the  schools  made  partly  free  we  are  enabled  to 
keep  them  open  for  a  longer  time  than  if  they  were  en- 
tirely free,  for  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  patronage  sufficient 
from  the  inhabitants  in  many  of  the  districts  to  get  a  com- 
petent teacher  unless  there  is  appropriations  from  the  public 
funds.  We  have  in  this  township  at  the  present  time  five 
district  schools,  all  in  successful  operation,  supplied  with 
competent  teachers,  all  of  which  have  been  examined  and 
licensed  according  to  law.  We  have  also  two  other  districts 
without  schools,  they  being  located  in  the  thinly  settled 
part  of  the  township,  and  have  schools  only  in  the  winter 
season,  one  of  which  has  been  set  off  the  present  year,  and 
has,  by  request  of  the  inhabitants  in  said  district,  been  in- 
corporated in  order  to  levy  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing a  school  house. 

The  districts,  with  but  two  exceptions,  are  supplied  with 
good  and  commodious  school  houses.  The  house  in  district 
number  four  has  undergone  a  thorough  fitting  up  and  re- 
pairing, at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  Our 
schools  are  nearly  all  supplied  with  Webster's  Unabridged 
Dictionary,  and  we  have  four  copies  of  Lippincott's  Pro- 
nouncing Gazetteer,  which  have  recently  came  to  hand,  for 
which  we  desire  to  feel  truly  thankful,  and  hope  ere  long 
to  see  the  schools  made  free  from  State  and  other  sources. 
Then,  and  not  until  ttienj V\\\  \\i^^  ^^N^\\Rfc  ^^'we  wish  them 
to  do.  *  T^ .  ^.  ^^GA^k^^, 
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PASSAIC  COUNTY. 

PATEBSOK. 

The  public  schools  in  the  city  of  Paterson  are  under  the 
supervision  of  fifteen  school  commissioners  and  a  Superin- 
tendent, who  constitute  the  board  of  education.  The  board 
of  education  was  incorporated,  and  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  respective  branches  of  the  board  are  defined  by  an  act 
passed  by  the  Legislature  and  approved  6  March,  1856. 

Our  school  houses  consist  of  three  substantial  and  commo- 
dious brick  buildings,  and  three  ordinary  frame  buildings* 

We  have  two  male  grammar  schools,  one  female  grammar 
school,  five  primary  sdiools,  and  one  normal  school,  all  of 
which  are  kept  open  during  the  year,  and  two  evening 
schools,  which  are  kept  open  for  about  five  months  in  the 
year. 

All  our  schools  are  free,  and  the  scholars  are  furnished  with 
the  necessary  books  and  stationary. 

Each  teacher  in  our  employ  has  been  examined  and  11-  ^ 
censed  by  the  legal  board  of  examiners.    It  is  the  duty  of 
the  teachers'  committee  and  the  privilege  of  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  board  to  be  present  while  teachers  are  exam- 
ined. 4 

The  eflBciency  of  our  teachers,  the  intellectual  improvement 
of  our  scholars,  and  the  arduous  and  gratuitous  labors  of  our 
school  commissioners  merit  a  continuance  of  the  liberal  sup- 
port of  our  discerning  and  appreciating  citizens,  and  a  visit 
by  our  State  Superintendent. 

C.  S.  VAN  WAGONER, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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SALEM  COUNTY. 


LOWER  ALLOWAT'S  CREEK. 

All  the  districts  made  a  report  to  me  last  spring,  but  only 
the  second  made  a  full  report,  such  as  is  required  by  law; 
most  of  the  others  merely  showed  the  number  of  scholars. 

First  District.  Included  in  this  district  is  a  school  or- 
ganized and  established  by  the  Society  of  Friends,  previ- 
ously to  1846,  and  controlled  by  them,  as  allowed  by  the 
nineteenth  section  of  the  school  law,  having  their  portion  of 
the  public  money  as  in  the  district  schools ;  it  reports  on  its 
list,  from  various  parts  of  the  township,  forty-seven  scholars. 
The  present  teacher,  Hannah  Antrim,  is  from  Philadelphia, 
has  been  a  teacher  there  among  the  Friends,  comes  well  re- 
commended, and,  I  think,  fully  sustains  her  recommendations. 
The  school  is  supplied  with  a  library  and  a  set  of  Pelton^s 
outline  maps.  There  is  taught  in  the  school  reading,  writing! 
arithmetic,  drawing,  geography,  grammar,  history,  fete 
'Taken  as  a  whole,  from  year  to  year,  it  is  the  best  school  in 
the  township;  it  is  kept  open  all  the  year,  except  the  usual 
vacations,  and  pays  about  four  dollars  per  quarter.  There  is 
now  upon  the  teacher's  list  about  fifty-two  diflferent  scholarsi 
including  five  colored  children.  The  teacher  complains  of 
the  irregularity  of  attendance,  only  averaging  about  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  generally. 

The  regular  district  school  is  in  the  village  of  Hancock's 
Bridge,  and  in  my  humble  opinion  is  a  poor  recommendation 
for  the  inhabitants  of  a  town ;  it  is  supplied  with  no  library 
except  the  two  books  furnished  by  the  State,  and  is  con- 
ducted on  the  old  system,  viz,  "  That  readin,  riten  an  siferin 
is  the  most  usefullest  part  of  larnin."  There  are  sixty-one 
scholars  reported,  about  sixty  on  the  list  of  the  teacher ;  it 
has  been  kept  open  all  the  year,  and  pays  $2  50  per  quarter. 

Second  District.  TMa  school  is  situated  on  a  neck  of  land 
rnnning  into  the  mars\i,  wi^i  is^  \l^^\.  ^'^^'ti  w^i  ^yvsl^Mba 
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winter ;  through  the  summer  many  of  the  children  attend 
the  Friend's  school ;  it  reports  thirty-four  scholars. 

Third  District.  This  is  the  central  school  of  the  township, 
and  I  would  like  to  see  the  day  when  we  might  have  a  first- 
class  school  located  here.  The  school  has  been  kept  open 
all  the  year,  allowance  being  made  for  vacations — has  Pelton's 
maps  and  a  pretty  good  supply  of  books — has  been  under 
the  care  of  Annie  Bradway  the  past  summer,  and  is  now 
under  the  care  of  HoUis  Carr,  from  Massachusetts,  both  very 
efficient  teachers.  There  were  fifty-eight  scholars  reported, 
while  the  teacher's  list  shows  about  fifty  attending  school. 

Fourth  District.  This  is  the  largest  district,  numbering 
one  hundred  and  two  scholars  by  the  report — has  been  a 
pretty  good  school  the  past  summer,  under  the  guidance  of 
Miss  Pease,  from  Connecticut;  it  has  a  good  library,  and  is 
well  attended. 

Fifth  District.  This  is  an  old  class  school,  numbers  sixty- 
two  scholars,  averages  about  twenty-five,  and  pays  about  two 
dollars  per  quarter. 

Sixth  District.  This  is  like  the  Fifth  school,  numbers  fifty- 
three  scholars,  is  conducted  and  pays  the  same  as  No.  5. 

Seventh  District.  This  is  made  up  with  a  part  of  the  town- 
ship of  Elsinborough,  in  which  the  school  is  located ;  there 
are  thirty-seven  scholars  in  our  part  of  the  district,  and  the 
average  attendance  about  forty,  at  $2  50  per  term  of  sixty- 
six  days. 

Eighth  District.  This  is  made  up  with  a  part  of  Upper 
AUoway's  Creek  township,  and  reports  twenty-one  scholars  ; 
making  an  aggregate  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  scholars 
in  this  township,  composed  of  six  whole  districts  and  two 
parts,  containing  seven  school  houses.  We  raise  for  school 
purposes  in  the  township  $800.  We  receive  from  the  State 
$212  40,  three-fourths  of  which  is  received,  and  the  balance 
promised  in  January,  and  from  the  county  (interest  of  surplus 
revenue)  $147  64,  making  the  sum  of  $1,159  94  for  school 
purposes  in  the  township.  The  teachers  employed  by  th^ 
quarter  receive  from  $80  to  |100  for  dxl^-^Vx.  ^-aq^* 
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Upon  the  receipt  of  this,  will  you  not  please  send  me  a 
form  of  a  report,  with  instructions  how  to  make  one  out,  and 
also  how  to  keep  a  register,  as  required  by  law  to  be  kept  in 
each  school.  I  find  most  of  the  school  officers,  like  myself, 
willing  to  do  their  duty,  if  they  were  furnished  with  informa- 
tion on  the  subject.  I  should  be  thankful,  too,  for  a  list  of 
SQch  books  as  you  would  recommend  for  general  use  in  the 
schools  throughout  the  State. 

And  I  have  often  wondered  whether  there  are  not  pub- 
lished somewhere,  suitable  tracts  or  papers,  which  might  be 
obtained  at  a  reasonable  price,  for  distribution  among  the 
scholars,  when  visiting  the  schools  occasionally,  for  the  pu^ 
pose  of  interesting  and  encouraging  them  in  their  duties  and 
studies;  if  you  know  of  such,  please  let  me  know;  I  would 
willingly  spend  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  little  I  receive 
for  my  services  in  this  business,  for  such  a  purpose,  if  I  could 
satisfactorily. 

Please  direct  the  above  **  instructions"  to 

THOMAS  A.  MASKELL, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MANNINGTON. 


The  public  schools  in  the  township  of  Mannington  have 
all  been  visited,  and  I  herewith  transmit  a  summary  of  such 
information,  in  accordance  with  instructions  sent  me,  as  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain. 

My  predecessor  last  year  furnished  the  teachers  in  the 
several  districts,  each,  with  a  book  for  a  register  to  be  kept 
in  the  school — containing  instructions  how  to  be  kept. 
Claysville  having  no  school,  did  not  receive  one ;  the  children 
living  near  go  to  the  Salem  schools.  In  the  Red  School  Dis- 
trict, the  whole  number  marked  as  attending,  includes  the 
winter  term  only.  Since  the  female  teacher  left  in  the  fall, 
the  register  cannot  be  found.  In  Haines's  Neck  District, 
there  is  one  school,  exclusively  colored,  and  taught  during 
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the  fiummer  by  a  colored  female*  She  has  left,  and  the  ne- 
cessary information  cannot  be  obtained  now.  There  are 
thirty-six  colored  children  in  the  district,  located  so  as  to 
form  a  school  by  themselves.  In  Halltown  the  register  has 
been  only  partially  kept.  There  is  another,  not  a  district 
school,  kept  in  this  district,  not  included  in  the  report,  num- 
bering twenty  pupils  and  upwards,  made  up  of  children  from 
Halltown  and  Haines's  Neck,  and  in  Centreton  there  has 
been  a  private  school  open  during  the  summer,  not  included 
in  the  summary  from  that  district.  Mount  Zion  is  made  up 
exclusively  of  colored  people,  numbering  jSfty-nine  children. 
The  school  has  been  kept  open  only  three  months  the  last 
year;  the  trustees  are  also  colored;  I  have  not  found  their 
register. 

The  amount  of  salary  for  teaching  ranges  generally  from 
fifty  dollars  to  seventy-five  dollars  per  quarter.  The  teachers 
are  generally  chosen  by  the  trustees — sometimes  examined 
by  Superintendents.  No  free  schools — no  board  of  examiners. 
The  schools  generally  appear  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
modern  modes  of  instruction  having  been  introduced.  I 
intended  to  have  visited  the  schools,  and  made  an  earlier 
report,  but  some  of  them  have  just  commenced  their  winter 
term  this  week,  and  I  have  found  it  more  difficult  to  obtain 
the  desired  information  than  I  anticipated.  This,  too,  has 
been  one  reason  of  the  delay  in  sending  this  statement.  These 
difficulties  can  be  overcome  only  by  retaining  a  suitable  per- 
son in  office  for  a  term  of  years.  Here  there  have  been  three 
Superintendents  in  as  many  years. 

DAVID  PETIT, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 


PITTSGROVE. 


Schools  have  been  kept  open  the  whole  year  in  Districts 
Nos.  1  and  3 ;  in  No.  2  about  ten  months ;  in  Noa*  4  ajiA  & 
six  months;  in  No.  6  six  montTia  •,  in  "iio*  T  \}ax^^  \s:^QrsiSQa»\ 
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in  No.  8  the  whole  year.  I  say  the  whole  year — there  is^ 
mostly,  a  short  vacation  in  the  summer  season — the  other 
districts  are  fractional  ones,  and  schools  are  only  kept  from 
three  to  six  months  in  the  year.  There  has  been  one  female 
teacher  employed  from  the  State  Normal  School ;  the  salary 
of  teachers  vary  from  about  $60  to  $80  per  quarter.  There 
has  been  no  county  examiners  appointed  for  our  county.  In 
addition  to  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  book  keeping, 
geography  and  grammar  are  taught — I  have  only  found  three 
studying  mathematics — also  algebra.  I  find  the  public  money 
will  pay  about  one  half  the  schooling  where  the  school  is 
kept  open  the  whole  year,  and  some  do  not  send  only  when 
it  is  free  school,  and  some  not  then,  and  many  send  their 
children  to  school  very  irregular,  consequently  do  not  get 
the  benefit  of  the  public  money  that  the  school  law  intends 
they  should.  Our  school  houses  have  none  of  them  been  re- 
modelled or  improved  any  since  my  last  report,  although 
some  are  in  a  very  uncomfortable  condition. 

JAMES  COOMBS, 
Town  Superintendent 


UPPER  ALLOWATS  CBEEK. 

The  interest  manifested  in  the  welfare  of  our  public 
schools  is  increasing.  The  schools  are,  with  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions, supplied  with  competent  teachers.  If  we  could 
have  a  uniform  system  of  text  books  in  our  schools  it  would 
materially  add  to  the  interest  and  |improvement  of  them. 
Our  public  money  is  divided  a  portion  to  each  term,  and 
most  of  the  schools  have  been  free  the  past  year.  Parents 
and  trustees  neglect  to  visit  the  schools*  very  much  in  my 
township,  which  makes  it  a  diflScult  matter  to  get  them  to 
purchase  books,  &c.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  pupil.  Webster's 
Unabridged  Dictionary  has  not  been  furnished  to  scarcely 
any  of  our  schools,  which  is  very  much  wanted,  and  Lip- 
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pincott's  Pronouncing  Gazetteer  of  the  World  for  the  use  of* 
schools  is  much  called  for. 

DAVID  SHING,  Jb., 
Toum  Superintendent, 


UPPBB  PENN'S  neck. 

Accompanying  I  send  the  statistical  report,  filled  only  so 
far  as  my  positive  knowledge  goes.  I  have  been  unable  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  children  who  have  attended  school 
for  either  nine,  six,  or  three  months,  or  even  the  whole  num- 
ber of  children  taught  for  any  period  during  the  year,  on 
account  of  my  being  otherwise  employed  in  pursuing  my 
daily  calling,  The  teachers  of  the  various  districts  have 
failed  to  send  me  reports  of  their  schools,  and  as  my  time 
has  been  so  taken  up  that  I  could  not  visit  all  the  schools  to 
ascertain  for  myself,  I  must  report  a  non-compliance  of  this 
part  of  the  list.  Another  difficulty  in  the  way  is,  some 
have  only  taught  one  quarter,  some  two,  and  so  on.  Thus 
you  perceive  that  the  same  district  has  had  two  teachers 
this  year.  In  fact  there  are  but  two  districts  in  the  town- 
ship where  the  same  teachers  have  taught  the  whole  year. 

The  salaries  of  teachers  are  various,  males  receiving  double 
and  treble  that  of  females,  and  the  amount  I  have  specified 
is  the  supposed  average.  No  examiners  have  been  appointed 
in  the  county  to  my  knowledge. 

Not  a  single  district  has  maintained  a  free  school  for  the 
whole  year.  The  summer  sessions  are  partly  free  and  partly 
supported  by  the  patrons.  The  winter  sessions  are  generally 
free. 

The  teachers  are  sometimes  examined  by  the  superinten- 
dent, in  the  presence  of  the  trustees,  but  more  frequently  in 
their  absence.  It  is  a  habit  in  this  township  for  the  trus- 
tees to  select  a  teacher,  place  him  in  the  school,  and  call  on 
the  superintendent  for  a  license,  and  that  is  the  end  of  the 
business.    If  the  teacher  gives  satisfaction,  all  right— if  not. 
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*at  the  end  of  the  quarter  they  shift  him.  Now,  this  is  all 
wrong,  and  a  violation  of  the  law.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
superintendent  to  perform  his  duty  without  the  aid  of  the 
trustees,  and  I  must  say  that  the  interest  manifested  by  the 
trustees  in  many  of  the  schools  is  very  inconsiderable.  In 
others,  however,  the  spirit  of  improvement  is  manifest.— 
Great  care  is  taken  in  the  selection  of  proper  persons  to 
teach,  and  much  labor  given  toward  the  support  of  the 
schools,  and  in  maintaining  a  high  moral  and  intellectual 
tone  of  instruction  to  the  pupil. 

MAYHEW  JOHNSON, 
Town  Superintendent 


SOMERSET  COUNTY. 


BEBNARD. 


The  schools  of  this  township  have  been  conducted  during 
the  year  with  about  the  ordinary  degree  of  efficiency.  The 
school  houses,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  are  good  and  well 
adapted  to  purposes  of  education.  The  general  apprecia- 
tion of  the  true  nature  and  importance  of  public  schools 
seems  to  be  advancing.  In  some  instances,  however,  teach- 
ers of  a  very  inferior  grade  have  been  employed.  Not  many 
of  the  pupils  of  the  Normal  School  have  yet  found  occupa- 
tion in  this  part  of  the  State.  This  want  must  continue  to 
be  felt  until  the  districts  are  willing  and  able  to  employ 
teachers  permanently  and  on  higher  salaries. 

JOHN  C.  RANKIN, 
Town  Superintendent 
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BBIDGEWATEB. 

As  our  town  meetings  take  place  in  April  of  every  year, 
and  the  reports  are  required  to  include  the  whole  year,  be- 
ginning in  January,  I  have  found  it  very  diflScult  to  make 
this  report  as  accurate  as  desirable,  including,  as  it  does,  one 
quarter  which  transpired  before  my  official  duties  commenced, 
and  about  one  fourth  of  the  schools  having  changed  teachers 
in  April,  some  of  the  rolls  were  lost.  I  have,  therefore, 
been  compelled  to  rely  upon  estimate  for  some  of  the  sta- 
tistics, but  I  think  they  may  be  relied  upon  as  very  nearly 
accurate. 

Districts  Nos.  8,  9, 11  and  12,  comprising  135  children, 
are  parts  of  districts  attached  to  schools  in  the  adjacent 
townships  of  Branchburg  and  Bedminster. 

Our  teachers  are  all  employed  upon  a  fixed  salary,  desig- 
nated in  columns  23  and  24.  I  have  left  the  15, 16,  and  17 
columns  blank,  because  the  sums  they  would  contain  res- 
pectively are  given  by  their  total  amount  at  the  foot  of  each. 

It  is  not  safe  to  infer  that  l^ecause  there  are  1440  children 
whose  legal  place  of  tuition  is  in  Bridgewater,  there  must 
be  550  who  receive  no  educational  instruction  whatever. — 
We  have  a  school  house  in  District  No.  5,  for  colored  chil- 
dren, in  which  a  school  is  kept  one  quarter  in  each  year,  and 
1  regret  that  I  have  no  means  of  reporting  the  number  of 
children  that  attended  it  for  the  quarter  taught  in  the  early 
part  of  the  current  year^  The  teacher,  however,  was  not 
licensed,  consequently  I  could  pay  him  no  public  money,  and 
he  left  without  a  record. 

Besides  there  are  three  private  schools  in  the  township, 
one  an  incorporated  seminary  at  Boundbrook,  another,  the 
young  ladies  institute  at  Somerville.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren and  youth  taught  in  these  schools  I  can  have  no  official 
knowledge  of,  but  I  think  it  safe  to  conclude  that  of  1440 
children  whose  place  of  instruction  is  within  the  township 
not  more  than  400  have  out  of  the  schools,  and  when  it  is 
considered  that  children  finish  their  education  at  the  age  of 
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fifteen,  we  account  for  360  of  the  number,  leaving  40  outside 
of  the  schools. 

On  the  whole  we  think  our  schools  and  the  interest  of  ed- 
ucation are  gaining  ground  and  rising  in  public  favor.  The 
teachers  now  employed  understand  the  science  of  govern- 
ment much  better  than  som0  crowned  heads  who  sway  their 
scepters  over  much  larger  empires.  I  can  say  what  perhaps 
very  few  superintendents  can  say,  that  all  our  schools  are 
now  orderly  and  well  governed. 

CALEB  MORTON, 
Toum  Superintendent. 


PRANKLm. 


I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  statistical  report  of  the 
schools  in  this  township,  as  accurately  as  the  reports  re- 
ceived enable  me  to  do.    I  find  it  very  diflBcult  to  obtain 
correct  reports,  from  the  change  of  teachers  and  waut  of 
school  registers.    We  have  still  an  eflScient  board  of  county 
examiners,  who  statedly  attend  to  examining  and  licensing 
teachers.    The  appropriation  from  the  State,  and  the  money 
voted  by  the  township,  amounting  to  three  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  thirty-eight  cents,  except 
a  small  balance,  has  been  apportioned  to  the  several  districts 
which  maintains  the  schools  free  from  eight  to  twelve  months ; 
one-half  the  state  funds  only  has  been  received,  which  I  di- 
vided to  the  several  districts.    Since  my  last  annual  report 
two  school  houses  have  been  included  in  this  township  from 
North  and  South  Brunswick  townships,  by  a  change  of  the 
county  line,  and  two  new  districts  have  been  formed  in  this 
township.    The  schools  generally  have  been  well  attended. 
The  school  houses  are  mostly  comfortable  frame  buildings ; 
one  new  school  house  has  been  built  in  one  of  the  new  dis- 
tricts, and  one  quarter  school  has  been  taught  therein  by  in- 
dividual subscription.    The  books  used  in  the  school  are 
^ery  various.    Most  of  the  schools  have  the  Unabridged 
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Dictionary,  and  some  have  Lippincott's  Pronouncing  Ga- 
zetteer. 

As  so  much  has  been  suggested,  and  so  much  advice  given 
in  former  reports  of  superintendents,  I  deem  it  unnecessary 
to  say  more, 

J.  J.  VAN  NOSTRAND, 

Town  Superintendent.    ^ 


MONTGOMERY. 

In  presenting  my  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  in  the  township,  I  have  nothing  of  special  interest  to 
record.  The  most  of  the  schools  have  been  kept  open  the 
whole  time  during  the  past  year,  expept  some  delay  in  pro- 
curing suitable  teachers.  There  are  eight  districts  in  the 
township,  and  all  supplied  with  teachers,  six  male  and  two 
female,  who  are  licensed  by  the  county  board  of  examiners, 
except  two,  who  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting themselves  before  the  board.  I  cannot  say  there 
has  been  any  marked  improvement  in  our  schools  the  past 
year ;  while  some  are  kept  up  with  an  increased  degree  of 
interest,  others  are  still  plodding  in  the  old  paths.  There 
does  not  seem  to  be  that  manifest  interest  on  the  part  of 
parents  which  should  prompt  them  to  greater  exertions  in 
the  education  of  their  children.  They  are  too  willing  to 
leave  the  whole  matter  in  charge  of  the  teachers,  when  they 
should  be  co-workers  in  the  great  work  of  training  up  their 
children  in  the  w-ay  they  should  go.  I  trust  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  aJl  will  see  the  great  necessity  of  renewed 
energy  in  the  cause  of  education  in  our  land,  and  not  spare 
their  time  nor  means  in  accomplishing  the  great  object. 

LAWRENCE  VANDERVEER, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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BTBAM. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  as  a  general  thing  the  cause  of 
education  in  this  township  is  in  a  good  condition;  onr 
schools  are  well  attended,  and  the  interest  taken  in  them 
by  the  parents  of  children  is  on  the  increase.  None  of  the 
schools  have  retrograded  since  my  last  report,  but  all  seem 
to  be  rather  on  the  advance.  In  this  district,  number  one, 
Stanhope,  the  school  has  been  kept  open  all  the  year  by  vol- 
untary contribution  from  the  patrons  over  and  above  the 
amount  of  the  public  funds  appropriated  to  its  support,  and 
has  been,  for  about  two  thirds  of  the  time  full.  In  most  of 
the  other  districts  the  schools  have  been  free  as  long  as  the 
public  funds  would  last,  say  from  five  to  six  months  in  the 
year.  We  have  no  county  examiners  in  this  county,  and 
all  teachers  in  this  township  are  licensed  by  the  town  super- 
intendent 

We  here,  in  common  I  suppose  with  all  the  other  parts  of 
the  State,  are  much  annoyed  and  inconvenienced  by  the  maa- 
ner  in  which  the  State  school  funds  are  paid  over  to  the  su- 
perintendents. I  this  year  received  in  July  one  half  (about 
$150)  of  the  said  fund,  and  at  the  same  time  was  notified  by 
the  county  collector  that  I  could  not  have  the  balance  until 
after  January  1, 1859.  Now  this  is  all  wrong,  as  the  law 
requires  all  this  money  to  be  paid  over  by  May  1st,  in  every 
year,  and  as  it  is  now  managed  all  the  schools  are  carried 
on  comparatively  without  funds  all  the  summer  season, 
which  renders  it  almost  impossible  to  procure  good  teachers, 
as  they  do  not  want  to  wait  until  the  taxes  ai'e  collected  in 
December,  for  their  pay  for  teaching  all  summer.  To  show 
you  how  this  thing  has  operated  in  this  township,  I  will  only 
state  that  with  $156.30,  one  half  of  the  State  fund  and  in- 
terest or  surplus  revenue,  I  h£^e  had  to  carry  on  and  keep 
going  seven  schools  from  April  to  December,  when  the  school 
taxes  of  the  township  will  be  collected  and  paid  over. 
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We  can  easily  see  to  what  annoyance  this  subjects  both 
teachers  and  superintendent,  to  have  the  district  trustees 
drawing  orders  on  our  empty  treasury,  and  the  treasurer  be- 
ing unable  to  pay,  through  the  neglect  of  the  State  legisla- 
ture, to  so  arrange  the  State  school  fund  (which  should  be  held 
sacred  to  the  wants  of  the  school  system,)  that  the  teachers  in 
the  State  should  not  be  asked  or  expected  to  lose  in  getting 
the  monthly  or  quarterly  orders  cashed,  or  teach  all  summer 
for  the  State  on  credit.  This  is  not  only  a  great  inconven- 
ience, but  is  a  disgrace  to  our  State  and  a  blot  on  our  school 
system  that  should  be  wiped  off  without  delay. 

B.  A.  REEDER, 
Town  Superintendent. 


FRANKFORD. 

I  am  somewhat  of  a  novice  in  the  business  of  School  Su- 
perintendence, yet  yielding  to  the  wishes  of  my^  too-partial 
friends  and  neighbors,  I  consented  to  serve.  Should  it  be 
their  pleasure  to  re-appoint  me  for  the  next  year,  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  present  statistics  more  accurate,  and  a  report 
founded  on  careful  observation,  that  shall  furnish  you  with 
correct  data  as  far  as  tlie  township  of  Frankford  is  con- 
cerned, 

I  have  no  facts  of  former  years  at  hand  with  which  to 
compare  the  present,  and  thus  to  exhibit  the  progress  of 
education  in  this  township.  Judging,  however,  from  the 
limited  inspection  which  I  have  been  able  to  make,  I  should 
say  that  the  several  district  schools  will  compare  favorably 
with  those  of  any  similar  agricultural  town  in  the  State. 
Most  of  our  male  teachers  are  competent  men,  some  of  them 
highly  so,  that  is,  men  of  good  attainments  in  the  several 
branches  of  English  learning,  and  what  is  no  no  less  import- 
ant, "  apt  to  teach."  Of  our  female  teachers,  it  is  enough 
to  say,  that  so  well  satisfied  are  their  employers  with  their 
services,  that  the  greater  number  of  them  are  retained  term 
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after  term,  without  any  desire  or  thought  on  either  part  to 
dissolve  the  connection,  and  I  do  think  that  it  would  be  a 
serious  loss  to  the  several  districts  should  either  of  the  truly 
excellent  ladies  to  whom  I  allude,  conclude  to  retire  from 
their  work. 

A  word  about  school  buildings.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it 
requires  a  more  than  common  amount  of  christian  philoso- 
phy on  the  part  of  teachers  to  pursue  their  avocations,  and 
greater  powers  of  endurance  on  the  part  of  the  children 
than  they  generally  get  credit  for  possessing,  to  study  in 
such  buildings  as  are  found  throughout  the  State,  commonly 
ill-ventilated,  small,  low  frame  buildings,  unprotected  by  a 
single  tree  (indeed,  the  trees  seem  to  have  been  carefully  and 
purposely  removed  for  a  great  distance  around  the  school 
house)  there  is  nothing  to  shield  the  poor  patient  martyrs 
from  being  roasted  alive  in  the  summer,  and,  taking  the 
fractured  walls  and  ill-fitting  doors  and  windows  into  the 
account,  frozen  in  the  winter.  Besides,  there  is  nothing 
suggestive  of  refinement,  nothing  to  educate  the  eye  and 
taste  of  the  young  in  such  ill-conditioned  shanties  as  are 
often  dignified  with  the  name  of  school  houses.  It  will  in- 
dicate the  growing  interest  of  our  population  in  the  subject 
of  education  when  the  country  shall  be  dotted  over  with  lit- 
tle tasty  structures,  neatly  ornamented,  and  well  shaded  by 
groups  of  elms  or  maples,  and  standing  in  the  middle  of  a 
spacious  and  well-fenced  play  ground.  It  will  cause  the 
countenances  of  the  residents  of  the  district  to  glow  with 
honest  pride,  as  pointing  the  inquiring  stranger  to  such  a 
building,  he  can  say,  "  That,  sir,  is  our  school  house.  Some 
may  be  disposed  to  reply  to  this  "Impracticable  !"  Well,  it 
may  be,  but  I  believe  it  is'nt. 

G.W.LLOYD. 
Town  Superintendent. 
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HARDTSTOWN. 


There  has  been  no  material  change  since  my  last  report. 
Some  of  our  schools  have  been  unfortunate  with  their  teachers, 
on  account  of  sickness,  and  have  been  vacant  when  other- 
wise they  would  not.  Most  of  the  schools  have  been  kept 
open  during  the  year,  allowiug  for  the  usual  vacations. 

Our  school  money  amounts  to  $2  37  per  scholar,  which 
enables  us  to  pay  better  wages  than  we  otherwise  should. 
But  we  have  too  many  "  penny  wise"  among  us,  who  stick  to 
the  old  *<  fogy"  system  of  employing  those  who  will  work 
the  cheapest.  Until  that  is  done  away  with,  our  common 
schools  cannot  'be  what  they  should.  Again  I  repeat,  in- 
crease  the  wages  of  the  common  school  teacher. 

THOMAS  C.  ELSTON, 
Town  Superintendent. 


NEWTON. 

It  is  very  evident  that  the  cause  of  popular  education 
has  made  substantial  progress  in  this  township  during  the 
past  year.  We  have  a  corps  of  earnest,  faithful  teachers, 
and  they  have  accomplished  all  that  could  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected of  them,  especially  considering  the  adverse  circum- 
stances under  which  some  of  them  have  been  laboring.  In 
several  districts  the  experiment  has  been  made  of  employ- 
ing female  instructors,  and  in  every  instance  I  believe  with 
entire  success.  Can  any  good  reason  be  given  why  ordinary 
male  teachers  should  be  employed  in  our  small  schools  at 
$25  per  month,  when  females  of  as  much  experience  and  in- 
finitely better  qualified  can  be  secured  for  a  much  less  sum  ? 
It  would  be  well  for  trustees  to  take  this  matter  into  con- 
sideration, for  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  in  those  portions 
of  our  country,  especially  in  the  north  east,  where  our  pub- 
lie  schools  have  attained  the  highest  degree  of  excellence, 
female  teachers  are  employed  almost  exclusively  in  the 
smaller  schools.    We  raise  here  by  tax  $2.50  per  scholar^ 
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which  with  the  amount  received  from  the  State,  and  the  bal- 
ance from  last  year,  amounts  to  $4,799.60.  This  is  suflBcient 
to  keep  most  of  the  schools  in  operation  daring  the  entire 
year.  A  profitable  session  of  the  Sussex  County  Teachers' 
Institute  was  held  at  this  place  in  October,  under  the  super- 
vision of  Messrs.  J.  S.  Smith  and  J.  D,  Reynolds.  About 
forty  teachers  were  in  attendance,  and  the  zeal  and  earnest- 
ness with  which  they  engaged  in  the  several  exercises  of  the 
Institute  evinced  their  determination  to  attain  a  higher  emi- 
nence in  their  profession.  Our  institutes  fail  of  accomplish- 
ing the  purpose  for  which,they  were  established,  from  the 
fact  that  less  than  one  third  of  the  teachers  in  the  county 
are  accustomed  to  attend  them.  Those  who  most  need  their 
instructions  are  very  sure  to  stay  away,  and  will  continue  to 
do  so  until  it  shall  be  made  an  explicit  requirement  of  the 
law  that  no  district  shall  be  entitled  to  public  money  whose 
teacher  has  not  been  in  attendance  at  some  institute.  Oar 
institutes  are  one  of  the  best  means  the  State  affords  for  the 
professional  improvement  of  teachers,  and  it  has  a  right  to 
demand  their  attendance. 

One  great  obstacle  to  the  complete  success  of  our  schools 
is  the  miserable  condition  of  our  school  houses,  some  of 
which  are  scarcely  better  than  a  merciful  man  would  provide 
for  his  animals,  and  quite  insuflficient  to  protect  the  youthfal 
inmates  from  the  piercing  blasts  of  winter.  Or  what  is  de- 
cidedly worse,  if  possible,  from  thirty  to  forty  pupils  are  in 
some  instances  crowded  into  a  small  room,  with  no  means 
of  ventilation,  and  there  compelled  to  inhale  an  atmosphere 
entirely  unfit  for  respiration.  Indeed,  the  whole  arrange- 
ment of  many  of  them  seems  to  have  been  made  without  the 
least  regard  to  taste,  comfort,  convenience  or  health.  It  is 
passing  strange  that  in  a  township  like  this,  which  can  boast 
of  so  much  intelligence,  wealth  and  public  spirit,  such  un- 
sightly structures  should  be  permitted  to  stand  as  monu- 
ments of  disgrace  to  the  several  districts  in  which  they  are 
located.  It  is  a  sad  fact  that  we  have  some  men  who  never 
fail  to  attend  an  agricultural  fair,  who  will  go  into  raptures 
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over  a  "  fast  horse,"  even  going  sixty  miles  to  witness  a  test 
of  speed  in  which  their  favorite  **  Patchen^s^'  reputation  is 
involved ;  yet  who  will  persistently  oppose  the  erection  of 
a  comfortable  school  house  for  their  children.  Nor  do  these 
men  ever  visit  their  schools ;  they  would  consider  a  man 
foolish  or  insane  were  he  to  employ  a  laborer,  even  for  a 
short  time,  upon  his  farm,  without  closely  supervising  his 
operations,  yet  they  will,  with  apparent  unconcern,  permit  a 
teacher  to  operate  upon  the  deathless  minds  of  their  child- 
ren, to  fashion  and  mould  them  at  his  will,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility control  their  destiny,  not  only  for  a  time,  but  for 
eternity.  Another  evil  arises  from  the  fact  that  districts 
are  not  suflSciently  guarded  in  the  selection  of  proper  men 
to  fill  the  responsible  office  of  trustee,  but  elect  men  to  that 
office  who  have  not  a  single  qualification  for  it — men  inca- 
pable of  judging  of  the  merits  or  defects  of  a  school,  and 
who  are  so  wedded  to  the  methods  of  instruction  practiced 
years  ago,  as  to  regard  with  suspicion  and  distrust  any  of 
the  modern  improvements  which  intelligent  educators  have 
approved  and  adopted,  and  which  is  forming  a  new  era  in 
the  education  of  youth.  When  it  is  remembered  that  at  our 
public  schools  the  great  mass  of  the  rising  generation  are  to 
receive  their  only  education,  that  they  are  there  to  form  those 
habits  of  thought  and  principles  of  action  which  will  influ- 
ence their  whole  future  life,  how  can  any  one  regard  with 
indifference  the  efforts  now  making  to  give  permanence  to 
these  institutions  ?  or  who  can  deny  their  urgent  claims 
upon  all  who  are  desirous  of  perpetuating  the  priceless 
blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  of  elevating  man 
to  that  position  in  the  scale  of  being  which  the  God  of  na- 
ture has  made  him  capable  of  attaining  ? 

HENRY  D.  CHAPIN, 
Town  Superintendent. 
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SANDYSTON. 


There  are  some  districts  in  this  township  where  the  school 
houses  are  in  so  dilapidated  a  condition  that  a  school  cannot 
be  kept  in  them,  and  the  inhabitants  will  not  repair  them, 
and  consequently  they  are  without  a  school,  except  three 
months  in  a  year;  then,  if  they  can  rent  some  private  room, 
they  will  have  a  school  long  enough  to  use  up  the  free  money, 
and  then  the  children  run  at  large  for  another  twelve  months. 

I  request  that  the  Superintendents  of  such,  or  all  town- 
ships wherein  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  district  fail  or 
neglect  to  rebuild  or  repair  their  school  houses,  be  authorized 
by  law  to  rebuild  or  repair  said  house,  and  to  tax  the  in- 
habitants thereof,  each  according  to  his  last  assessment,  to 
the  amount  of  his  (the  Superintendent's)  expenses,  and  the 
same  to  be  collectable  immediately, 

JOS.  W,  FISHER, 
Town  Superintendent. 


SPARTA. 

Examiners  have  not  been  appointed  in  this  county,  con- 
sequently the  duty  of  examining  and  licensing  teachers  de- 
volves upon  the  superintendent  and  trustees  of  the  several 
districts.  The  trustees  generally  apply  the  public  funds  to 
the  schools  in  due  proportion  in  each  term,  and  the  balance 
is  collected  from  the  employers.  Our  township  raises  only 
$200  by  tax,  which  is  not  suflScient,  with  the  State  money,  to 
keep  our  schools  free  but  for  a  small  portion  of  the  year. 
We  have  but  one  school  (District  No.  5)  that  is  kept  open 
for  the  year.  District  No.  4  has  been  kept  open  for  ten 
months  of  the  year,  and  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Most 
of  our  schools  languish  for  the  want  of  attention  on  the  part 
of  trustees,  and  interest  on  the  part  of  parents.  None  of 
our  schools  have  been  free  for  the  whole  year.  Would  it 
not  be  well  for  our  legislature  to  remedy  the  deficiencies  of 
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the  treasury  by  a  State  tax,  and  the  deficiencies  of  our  schools 
^   by  making  them  all  free  ? 

AMOS  H.  BELLES, 
Town  Superintendent. 

STILLWATER. 

In  the  many  numerous  visits  I  have  made  to  the  schools 
in  this  township,  I  have  been  able  to  discern  a  gradual  im- 
provement, notwithstanding  that  in  all  of  the  districts,  ex- 
cept Nos.  1,  3  and  8,  where  they  have  had  permanent  and 
experienced  teachers,  continual  change  of  teachers  is  still 
going  on.  And  alas,  it  is  too  frequently  the  case  that 
very  many  of  them  are  both  incompetent  and  inexperienced. 
No  county  examiners  have  ever  been  appointed,  I  believe,  in 
this  county,  nor  is  it  probable  there  ever  will  be,  without  an 
amendment  of  the  law.  On  any  subject,  a  law  without  a 
penalty  is  useless,  and  not  only  useless,  but  becomes  simply 
ridiculous,  whefi  on  the  subject  of  education  it  requires  acts 
to  be  performed  by  a  usually  illiterate,  always  irresponsible, 
and  sometimes  reckless  body  of  men.  I  think  it  is  high 
time  that  the  requirements  of  the  freeholders  is  removed,  or 
a  penalty  annexed  that  will  ensure  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them,  relative  to  our  public 
schools.  For  I  believe,  as  I  submitted  to  you  in  my  last 
annual  report,  that  there  is  nothing  but  a  board  of  examiners 
will  ensure  the  township  of  Stillwater  good  teachers  in  her 
public  schools ;  for  the  law  has  bejen  construed  by  some  of 
my  illustrious  predecessors,  that  the  trustees  and  patrons  of 
schools  license  a  teacher,  and  that  a  Superintendent  is  but  a 
presiding  officer  over  that  formidable  body. 

H.  L.  EMMANS, 
Tovm  Superintendent. 
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VERNON. 

9 

In  compliance  with  the  laws  of  our  State,  in  respect  to  our 
free  school  system,  there  is  one  point  that  ought  to  be  par- 
ticularly noticed,  as  regards  the  application  of  public  moneys, 
whether  it  is  just  to  apply  the  whole  to  the  summer  school, 
and  none  to  the  winter,  or  the  whole  to  the  winter  school, 
and  none  to  the  summer.  I  recommend  that  one-half  be  ap- 
plied to  summer,  and  one-half  to  the  winter,  that  all  may  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  it.  And  further,  that  no  person  applying 
for  a  school,  shall  enter  upon  the  duties  as  teacher,  until  he 
or  she  has  obtained  a  certificate  of  license  for  such  school. 
And  further,  that  it  be  definitely  made  known,  whether  the 
trustees  have  the  power  to  draw  twenty  dollars  of  their  pub- 
lic money  each  year,  for  the  purchase  of  school  house  fixtures, 
such  as  stoves,  repairing  of  house,  or  furnishing  fuel. 

There  has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  the  schools  from 
last  year.  The  schools  were  well  attended  at  my  quarterly 
visits,  in  nearly  all.  Teachers  have  been  less  frequently 
changed,  which  result  is  beneficial.  The  whole  number  of 
male  and  female  teachers,  who  have  received  license  this 
year,  is  twenty-one,  viz.  fourteen  male,  seven  female  teachers. 
No  county  examiners  have  been  appointed. 

The  books  in  use  are  the  same  as  last  year.  Eleven  schools 
are  now  in  progress,  employing  ten  male  teachers,  and  one 
female.  Number  of  whole  districts  is  sixteen,  and  one  part 
of  a  district.  Average  number  of  months  the  schools  have 
been  kept  open  is  seven  and  three-fourths.  No  teachers  are 
hired  by  the  year.  Average  monthly  wages  of  male  teachers, 
sixteen  dollars ;  female,  ten  dollars.  There  has  been  school 
in  every  district  this  year,  varying  from  four  to  twelve  months. 
Ten  of  the  schools  have  been  free,  supported  by  their  public 
money — average  number  of  months  kept,  six  and  two-fifths ; 
six  by  the  patrons  and  public  money — average  number  of 
months  kept,  ten. 

Two  school  houses  have  been  thoroughly  repaired,  costing 
about  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars — Nos.  12  and  14 — the 
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former  costing  about  one  hundred,  the  latter  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  dollars.  The  money  has  not  yet  been  paid 
by  the  collector. 

The  whole  amount  of  school  money  to  be  used  for  school 
purposes,  is  $1,899  88.  Raised  by  the  town,  $1,000;  from 
the  State*  $632  54.  Due  on  last  year's  money,  $27  34.  For 
repairing  school  houses,  $240.  One-half  the  State  money  is 
not  due  until  after  the  1st  of  January,  1859.  Since  April 
last,  (at  which  time  the  Superintendent  makes  his  report  to 
his  successor  and  the  committee,)  I  have  paid  out  $778  45, 
leaving  $881  43  subject  to  order,  up  to  next  April. 

N.  B.  The  legislative  body  will  please  notice  that  the 
schools  of  this  township  have  not  received  Webster's  Una- 
bridged Dictionaries,  although  orders  were  forwarded  for 
them  two  years  ago.    The  schools  are  in  much  need  of  them. 

N.  B.  GIVEANS; 
Town  Superintendent. 


WANTAGE. 

I  sWl  make  but  one  suggestion  at  present  as  to  the  school 
law,  and  that  is  it  should  be  so  amended  that  the  teachers 
should  go  to  the  superintendent  to  be  examined  instead  of 
the  superintendent  traveling  the  township  to  examine  them. 
This  would  save  expense,  besides  much  trouble,  and  be  con- 
ducive in  other  respects  to  the  benefit  of  the  schools.  The 
way  it  operates  now  is,  a  teacher  comes  along  and  wants  a 
school,  and  the  trustees  or  district  employs  him  and  he  goes 
to  work,  and  it  may  be  from  two  to  four  weeks  before  the 
superintendent  hears  of  it  or  they  send  him  word,  and  then 
he  goes  to  examine  him  and  finds  he  is  not  qualified  as  he 
should  be,  and  the  trustees  see  it  too,  but  they  say  he  has 
been  with  us  some  time,  and  some  like  him,  and  if  we  turn 
him  away  now  some  will  be  dissatisfied,  therefore  we  better 
keep  him  the  quarter  out.  But  it  gets  noised  about  that  he 
is  a  little  deficient  in  qualification,  and  he  loses  his  influence 
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and  the  scholars  begin  to  drop  oflF,  and  at  the  end  of  three 
months  he  must  leave,  and  therefore  there  is  continual 
changing  among  the  teachers,  whereas  if  the  teachers  would 
go  to  the  superintendent  first,  and  be  examined,  and  let  him 
specify  in  the  license  given  the  branches  they  are  competent 
to  teach,  then  when  they  make  application  for  a  school  all 
the  trustees  would  have  to  do  would  be  to  examine  the  li- 
cense, and  if  the  branches  specified  therein  were  sufficient 
for  their  school,  to  employ  them,  and  then  there  could  be 
'no  deception  as  far  as  qualification  is  concerned,  and  the  li- 
cense should  be  for  the  townships  in  which  it  is  given. 

MOSES  STOLL, 
Town  Superintendent. 


UNION  COUNTY. 


NEW  PROVIDENCE. 


Our  schools  have  been  in  successful  operation  during  the 
entire  year,  and  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say,  a  very  decided 
improvement  has  manifested  itself  in  the  cause  of  education 
here.  Within  the  past  two  years  we  have  increased  our 
school  tax  from  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars  and 
eighty- two  cents,  to  seven  hundred  and  eighty  six  dollars — a 
very  respectable  advance. 

The  teachers  are  well  qualified  to  teach  the  elementary 
branches  of  an  English  education,  and  seem  to  have  made 
teaching  a  profession,  and  are  fully  impressed  with  the  great 
responsibility  that  rests  upon  them  in  the  discharge  of  their 
arduous  duties. 

Our  school  houses  are  generally  in  good  condition,  so  far, 
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at  leasts  as  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  children  is  con- 
cerned. 

We  have  no  county  examiners,  and  consequently  our 
teachers  are  licensed  by  the  Superintendent  and  trustees  of 
the  respective  districts. 

J.  A.  McEACHRON 
Town  Superintendent. 

PLAINFIELD. 

Is  it  not  time  that  our  State  should  move  in  providing  li- 
braries for  our  district  schools?  It  is  difficult  to  imagine 
why  the  eflfort  has  not  been  made  before  this  time.  The 
example  of  neighboring  States  who  annually  appropriate 
large  amounts 'for  this  purpose,  together  with  the  admitted 
need  and  the  salutary  eflfects  of  such  libraries  in  elevating 
minds  of  the  youth  enjoying  them,  ought  to  stimulate  our 
legislators. 

In  our  public  school,  feeling  the  need  of  such  a  library, 
so  universal  in  New  York  and  other  States,  we  endeavored 
long  since  to  collect  one  by  the  contributions  of  friends.  A 
large  number  of  musty  old  books,  the  refuse  of  private  li- 
braries, were  collected,  but  the  children  would  not  read  them. 
So  last  Spring  the  plan  of  a  fair  for  the  purpose,  to  be  held 
on  tlie  fourth  of  July,  was  started  and  carried  out  success- 
fully by  the  girls  department,  assisted  by  public  spirited 
ladies  of  the  place.  One  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  were 
the  nett  proceeds  of  this  eflfort,  sufficient  to  purchase  about 
400  volumes  of  works  adapted  to  their  tastes,  the  very  best 
to  be  obtained  both  as  to  matter  and  style,  such  as  Abbott's 
Illustrated  Biographies,  Harper's  Story  Books  and  the  like. 

The  regulations  of  the  library,  which  has  now  been  several 
months  in  operation,  requiring  punctual  attendance  for  the 
week  as  a  condition  to  its  use,  has  produced  a  remarkable 
effect  in  improving  the  punctuality  of  the  school,  the  num- 
ber of  readers  having  increased  from  thirteen  in  the  first 
week  to  more  than  one  hundred  at  the  present  time,  while 
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mach  more  important  will  be  the  habits  of  reading  thns 
formed,  and  the  lessons  of  virtue  thus  instilled  in  their 
youthful  minds. 

C.  H.  STILLMAN, 
Town  Superintendent. 


RAHWAY. 

With  regard  to  the  progress  made  by  our  schools  since  my 
last  report,  it  has  been  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  The  ex- 
perience of  the  past  year  has  shown  the  true  economy  of 
employing  competent  and  efficient  teachers,  even  with  such 
remuneration  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  services  of 
such  instructors.  The  schools  throughout  the  township  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  have  been  kept  open  during  the 
year.  In  one  or  two  of  the  less  populous  districts,  the 
amount  raised  by  tax  is  not  sufficient  to  maintain  a  teacher 
throughout  the  year,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  report  more 
readiness  on  the  part  of  the  patrons  of  the  schools  and  the 
inhabitants  generally,  to  make  up  any  such  deficiencies. 

Our  school  houses  generally  are  in  good  repair,  and  as 
comfortable  as  they  can  be  made  under  a  system  which  takes 
no  account  of  the  necessity  for  proper  ventilation.  It  is 
perhaps  too  much  to  expect  any  change  in  this  respect  in 
our  country  school  houses  until  the  progress  of  time  and  an 
increased  population  shall  cause  them  to  be  replaced  by  bet- 
ter buildings,  constructed  on  more  rational  principles.  In 
the  better  class  of  school  edifices  which  are  now  erected, 
this  point,  fortunately  for  the  children,  is  better  attended  to. 

The  amount  raised  in  our  township  for  school  purposes, 
from  various  causes,  as  will  be  seen,  falls  short  considerably 
of  that  of  last  year,  the  amount  raised  by  tax  for  the  current 
year  not  being  sufficient  of  itself  to  maintain  the  schools  free 
throughout  the  year  as  heretofore,  though  it  is  believed  that 
proper  measures  will  be  taken  to  meet  any  deficiency  that 
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may  arise,  so  that  the  interests  of  the  schools  may  not  suflFer 
in  consequence. 

'     WILLIAM  E.  BLOODGOOD, 

Town  Superintendent. 

UNION. 

In  addition  to  the  statistical  report  herewith  transmitted, 
I  have  only  to  add  that  no  examiners  have  been  appointed 
for  the  county. 

We  have  no  free  school  in  the  township.  All  our  teach- 
ers are  examined  according  to  the  requirements  of  -the  law, 
and  duly  licensed.  We  regret  that  they  are  not  all  as  well 
qualified  as  we  could  wish.  The  deficiency  is  not  so  much 
in  education  as  in  aptness  to  teach,  yet  we  have  two  or  three 
excellent  teachers.  There  has  been  an  improvement  in  some 
of  our  school  houses  during  the  year,  rendering  them  more 
comfortable,  attractive,  and  suitable  for  their  designed  ob- 
ject. 

ROBERT  STREET, 
Town  Superintendent, 

WESTFIELD. 

Our  schools  throughout  our  township,  during  the  season 
so  far  have  been  furnished  with  good  and  competent  teach- 
ers, and  bid  fair  to  continue  so  during  the  winter ;  and  not- 
withstanding there  appears  to  be  a  growing  interest  among 
parents  in  the  cause  of  education,  it  appears  like  **  confi- 
dence, a  plant  of  slow  growth."  Might  not  something  be 
done  by  way  of  appointing  a  competent  person  to  visit  the 
different  townships  throughout  the  State,  and  deliver  lec- 
tures on  the  subject,  by  which  parents,  guardians  and  all, 
young  and  old,  may  become  alive  to  the  interest  of  so  im- 
portant and  indispensable  a  subject  as  the  education  of  the 
young  and  rising  generation  of  a  State  so  rich  and  abundant 
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in  her  resources  and  revenues ;  a  State  among  the  first  to 
resist  tyranny  and  oppression  from  a  foreign  foe,  to  cast  oflF 
the  yoke  of  British  thraldom,  and  dare  to  declare  itself, 
among  her  twelve  sister  states,  a  free  and  independent 
State,  and  shall  we,  the  legitimate  descendants  of  this  illus- 
trious bequest,  the  heirs  of  this  inestimable  legacy,  be  con- 
tent to  stop  short  of  giving  every  child  capable  of  receiving 
instruction,  a  good  and  thorough  English  education.  Can- 
not our  State  legislature  the  ensuing  winter  make  such  ap- 
propriations as  our  schools  throughout  the  State  may  be- 
come (as  they  should  be)  free. 

The  school  law  is  very  imperfectly  understood  by  our 
joint  districts  in  our  township  as  regards  the  election  of 
trustees.  They  presume  it  necessary  to  elect  three  trustees 
in  each  township,  making  six  trustees  in  some  of  our  joint 
districts.  How  long  this  state  of  things  has  been  allowed 
I  am  not  able  to  say ;  and  another  error  is  the  appropriation 
of  the  school  money  raised  by  the  diflferent  townships  in 
unequal  sums.  The  money  raised  in  each  township  has  been 
applied  exclusively  to  the  children  residing  in  their  respec- 
tive townships.  To  illustrate  my  point :  A  district  is  formed 
parly  from  township  A  and  partly  from  township  B ;  township 
A  raises  $3  per  scholar,  while  township  B  raises  but  $2  per 
scholar ;  consequently  the  children  residing  in  township  A 
are  enabled  to  attend  a  free  school  one  third  longer  than 
the  children  residing  in  township  B.  Such  has  been  the 
manner  heretofore  in  which  the  money  has  been  appropria- 
ted ;  but  you  will  accept  my  thanks  for  your  explanation 
of  the  law,  that  no  district  is  entitled  to  but  three  trustees, 
of  how  many  townships  it  may  be  composed,  and  the  moneys 
appropriated  to  any  district  are  to  be  equally  apportioned 
among  all  the  children  of  the  district,  however  unequal  the 
moneys  raised  in  the  several  townships  which  make  up  said 
district. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  held  in  our  county  it  would  have 
afforded  me  much  pleasure  to  have  attended;  as  well  as  the 
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teachers  in  our  township,  but  we  received  no  notice  of  its 
meeting. 

Our  schools  are  all  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions.  The  books  used,  principally,  are 
Town's  and  Sander's  series  of  readers ;  Town's  and  Sander's 
speller  and  definer  and  analysis;  Davis'  and  Greenleafs 
series  of  arithmetic  and  algebra ;  Smith's  and  Weld's  En- 
glish grammar  and  Green's  composition ;  Smith's  National 
geographical  series  of  geography ;  Phelp's  botany  and  philo- 
sophy. 

Lippincott's  Gazetteer  we  have  not  been  able  to  procure 
for  any  of  our  districts,  which  I  very  much  regret.  Our 
districts  are  all  supplied  with  Webster's  Unabridged  Dic- 
tionary, which  is  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our  schools.  Will 
not  our  legislature  extend  their  liberality,  and  place  Brown's 
Grammar  of  English  Grammar  side  by  side  of  Webster's 
Dictionary,  in  every  district  throughout  the  State. 

And  one  great  and  paramount  cause  of  the  apathy  and 
indifference  which  is  so  manifest  among  our  people,  as  re- 
gards education,  is,  we  are  not  as  much  as  is  desirable  a 
reading  community ;  and  if  any  of  our  young  people  are  in- 
clined to  read,  the  first  reading  matter  thrown  in  their  way, 
is  the  New  York  Ledger,  or  some  other  reading  equally  as 
trifling  and  fictitious.  As  a  remedy,  I  would  suggest  that 
one-fifth  or  one-fourth  of  the  money  appropriated  to  school 
purposes,  for  five  successive  years,  in  each  and  every  district, 
should  be  applied  for  the  purchase  of  a  library  for  each  and 
every  district  throughout  the  State,  with  restrictions,  that  no 
novel,  fictitious  or  sectarian  book  of  any  kind,  shall  be  al- 
lowed in  any  school  district  library,  but  each  and  every  book 
to  contain  useful,  interesting  and  instructive  information,  by 
which  the  standard  of  society  and  of  morality  may  be  im- 
proved and  elevated  throughout  the  State. 

The  present  school  system,  as  regards  the  "  raising  any 
sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  thr^e  dollars,  in  any  township, 
for  the  establishment  of  free  schools,"  appears  to  be  rather 
unequally  divided  in  different  parts  of  the  State ;  for  in- 
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stance,  in  some  towns  there  may  be  but  little  wealth,  and  a 
large  population,  consisting  mostly  of  that  class  of  commu- 
nity who  pay  no  other  than  a  poll  tax,  who  hold  the  balance 
of  power  in  their  hands,  and  if  they  see  proper  to  vote  for 
free  schools,  or  to  raise  three  dollars  per  scholar,  a  very 
onerous  and  oppressive  tax  is  imposed  on  a  few,  whom  for- 
tune has  favored  with  a  competence.  While  in  an  adjoining 
township,  composed  mostly  of  farmers,  and  persons  possess- 
ing wealth,  and  but  few  who  do  not  possess  real  estate  or 
other  taxable  property,  maintain  a  free  school  at  a  much 
easier  rate.  And,  if  so  unequal  in  townships,  how  much 
more  so  in  districts  incorporated,  where  they  have  the 
power,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  to  raise  by  tax  a  sum  sufficient 
to  support  a  free  school.  In  some  districts  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  keeping  up  a  school  would  devolve  upon  four  or 
five  individuals,  which  allowing  a  teacher's  salary  to  be  $400, 
would  impose  a  tax  of  from  $80  to  $100  a  year,  while  in  an 
adjoining  district  his  neighbor  worth  double  the  amount  of 
property  pays  a  tax  of  $25  a  year.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
school  question  is  a  State  question,  and  while  we  admit  it  to 
be  to  the  interest  of  every  township  to  educate  the  masses, 
it  is  no  less  to  the  interest  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  to 
educate  her  citizens,  knowing  "  that  popular  intelligence  is 
a  powerful  element  of  national  strength,  and  the  surest  safe- 
guard of  right  institutions.'' 

Would  it  not  be  more  equitable  if  the  school  tax  were  a 
State  tax  ?  and  what  our  legislature  fails  to  appropriate  suf- 
ficient to  establish  free  schools  throughout  the  State,  let  the 
State  Treasury  be  responsible  for  the  balance. 

FREDERICK  A.  KINCH, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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WARREN  COUNTY. 


As  nsual,  the  inhabitants  of  this  township  raise  a  liberal 
amount  for  the  support  of  common  schools  the  present  year. 
In  most  of  our  schools  we  have  frequent  changes  of  teachers, 
and  in  some  instances  no  regular  school  register  is  kept ; 
those  that  do  attempt  to  report,  make  very  inaccurate  ones- 
It  would  be  well  for  the  State  to  furnish  the  districts  with 
suitable  blanks  in  order  to  obtain  reliable  school  statistics. 
Some  of  our  schools  will  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the 
rural  districts.  In  Broadway,  Hicks,  Franklin,  and  Good 
Spring,  free  schools  have  been  maintained  for  nine  months 
the  past  year.  And  in  Burd's  district,  a  free  school  has 
been  open  only  for  three  months,  it  being  too  small  a  district 
to  maintain  a  free  school  for  any  longer  period.  New 
Village  and  Asbury  have  been  kept  open  twelve  months.  In 
these  districts  about  ten  dollars  have  been  assessed  on  the 
pupils  each  term. 

No  examiners  for  the  county  have  been  appointed.  The 
teachers  are  all  licensed  by  the  Town  Superintendent  and 
trustees. 

JAMES  VLIET, 
Town  Superintendent. 


FBELmGHUYdEK. 

I  inclose  you  my  report,  as  required  by  law,  though  I  have 
not  been  able  to  fill  up  all  the  columns. 

The  rauge  of  studies  has  been  somewhat  extended.  There 
are  very  few  of  our  schools  in  which  one  or  more  of  the  fol- 
lowing studies  are  not  pursued,  in  addition  to  their  other 
studies,  viz.  algebra,  geometry,  natural  philosophy,  botany, 
physiology,  and  Latin. 

In  some  of  our  districts  the  schools  are  not  as  well  attend^ 
10 
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ed  as  they  have  been,  owing,  in  a  measare^  to  the  change  in 
the  mode  of  paying  teachers.  Heretofore  the  plan  has  been 
(and  is  yet  in  some  of  the  districts)  to  draw  np  what  is  called 
'*  an  article,"  and  to  get  as  many  to  sign  it  as  possible,  speci- 
fying the  number  of  children  they  intended  to  send.  For 
that  number  they  paid,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  quarter 
for  each  scholar,  whether  they  sent  or  not  Those  who  did 
not  sign,  paid  for  every  day  the  children  attended,  and  no 
more.  On  this  plan,  the  compensation  of  the  teacher  was 
rather  uncertain  as  to  amount.  Some  teachers  have  there- 
fore adopted  the  plan  of  demanding  for  their  services  a  cer- 
tain amount  per  month,  which  is  certainly  the  fairest  way. 
But  many  refuse  to  send  to  the  schools  where  this  plan  has 
been  introduced,  on  the  supposition  that  the  price  must  be 
higher  per  scholar,  which  need  not  be  the  case. 

Our  State  has  been  talking  for  some  years  about  free 
schools.  If  we  ever  have  them,  some  other  plan  will  have 
to  be  adopted,  than  any  yet  produced.  The  present  plan 
produces  much  mischief,  for  it  throws  a  bone  of  contention 
and  strife  among  neighbors,  which  must  be  the  case  where 
they  are  required  to  tax  themselves.  Why  would  it  not  be 
much  better  to  transfer  to  the  School  Fund  all  the  income 
of  the  State  from  railroads,  canals,  &c.,  and  provide  for  the 
expenses  of  the  State  by  taxation.  The  benefits  that  would 
arise  from  this,  would  be  numerous,  and  there  would,  per- 
haps, be  as  little  objection  to  it  as  to  any  mode  that  might 
be  devised. 

W.  C.  MoGEE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


HACKETTSTOWN. 


I  enclose  a  very  imperfect  report  of  our  schools,  on  ac- 
count of  our  having  changed  our  teachers,  and  am  unable  to 
make  any  further  remarks  on  account  of  my  iU  healthy  having 
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been  confined  to  my  room  for  the  last  seven  weeks,  and  can 
only  say,  that  our  school  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

WILLIAM  REA, 
Tattm  Superintendent, 


HABMONY. 

The  number  of  school  districts  in  this  township  is  eight. 
The  school  houses  are  generally  in  good  repair.  There  are 
six  frame,  and  two  stone  buildings.  With  respect  to  play- 
ground, there  is  not  an  enclosed,  much  less  an  ornamented 
play-ground  in  this  township  connected  with  a  public  school ; 
the  play-grounds  are  the  open  woods,  the  rough  hill  sides,  or 
the  public  highway,  the  very  place  where  the  scholars  of  any 
school  should  not  be. 

The  school  houses  are  shaded  by  the  natural  forest,  those 
that  have  any  shading ;  as  for  being  ornamentally  shaded, 
they  are  not. 

Three  of  the  schools  of  this  township  are  supplied  with 
outline  maps,  and  one,  in  connection  with  the  outline  maps, 
is  supplied  with  globes,  geometrical  blocks,  &c. 

Five  of  the  school  houses  are  properly  ventilated. 

The  branches  taught  in  the  schools  of  this  township,  are 
orthography,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  grammar,  geogra- 
phy, and  definitions.  Some  of  the  higher  branches  are  being 
taught,  with  considerable  success,  in  three  of  them. 

By  all  the  most  judicious  teachers,  black  board  exercises 
and  illustrations  are  extensively  used,  and  principles,  not 
books,  are  demonstrated. 

In  relation  to  the  books  used  in  this  township,  we  have 
Sanders'  series  of  reading  books.  Smith's  geographies, 
Wells',  Smith's,  Tower's  and  Kirkham's  grammars ;  Thomp- 
son's arithmetic,  and  Davies*  elementary  algebra.  Punish- 
ments are  rare  in  the  schools  of  this  township ;  corporal 
punishment  has  almost  disappeared ;  other  plans,  appealing 
to  the  conscience,  or  setting  a  proper  example  before  the 
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pupils,  answering  the  better  purpose.  The  Town  Superin- 
tendent has  visited  all  the  schools  in  this  township  twice, 
and  will  endeavor  to  visit  them  twice  more  before  his  term 
of  office  expires.  But  two  of  the  schools  have  been  visited 
in  connection  with  the  superintendent,  by  anj  of  the  trustees 
or  inhi^bitants  of  the  districts. 

Since  the  first  of  April,  the  superintendent,  in  connectioii 
with  the  trustees,  has  ezamined  and  licensed  eight  teachers, 
and  rejected  one.  The  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  in 
this  township  is  seven  hundred  dollars;  this  sum,  in  conneo* 
tion  with  the  State  fund  and  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue, 
amounts  to  one  thousand  forty  dollars  and  fifty-fonr  cents. 

The  children  reported^  by  the  district  trustees  in  this  town- 
ship, between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  is  four  hundred 
and  sixty-four.  From  this  you  will  see  that  the  amount  ap- 
propriated is  equal  to  two  dollars  twenty-four  cents  a^ 
twenty-six  hundredths  to  each  scholar. 

All  the  schools  are  supplied  with  a  copy  of  Webster's 
Unabridged  Dictionary,  and  two  of  them  with  Lippincott's 
Pronouncing  Gazetteer. 

E.  M.  ALLEN. 
Town  Superintendent. 

KANSFTELD. 

As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  most  of  the  schools  in  the 
township  are  in  a  prosperous  condition ;  some  of  them  de: 
cidedly  so,  as  they  have  obtained  the  services  of  the  most 
thorough  and  efficient  teachers,  thereby  introducing  many  of 
the  higher  branches,  and  calling  in  advanced  pupils  from  ad* 
joining  townships  and  counties. 

One  district  has  fallen  into  a  local  diistnrbance,  (the  cause 
of  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  state  here,)  resulting  in  the 
application  by  one  party  for  a  new  district..  I  refused  to 
make  any  division,  as  it  was  strongly  opposed,  and  the 
district  is  not  large  enough  to  admit  of  it. 

Most  of  the  schools  change  teachers  freqnentiyj  many  of 
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them  two  or  three  times  a  year ;  one  has  retained  the  same 
teacher  for  the  last  two  years;  it  is  now  the  farthest  ad- 
vanced and  most  regularly  attended  school  in  the  township. 

I  have  noticed  in  some  of  the  schools  a  lack  of  uniformity 
of  books;  several  children  pursuing  the  same  branches*, 
equally  advanced,  each  with  a  different  kind  of  book ;  this 
inakes  the  classed  more  numerous,  consequently  the  labors  of 
the  teacher  more  arduous  and  less  effectual*  But  I  think  by 
a  little  care  of  the  teacher  and  Town  Superintendent,  a 
better  classification  can  be  substituted. 

The  school  houses  are  HI  in  good  repair,  and  well  fur- 
nished with  stoves  and  fuel  for  winter. 

I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  prolong  my  remarks. 

E.  T.  CASKET, 
Town  Supefintendent 

OXFORD. 

I  have  nothing  to  communicate  respecting  the  schools  of 
this  township  for  the  last  year  that  would  materially  differ 
from  my  former  reporst. 

They  have  all  been  visited  as  the  law  directs ;  all  the 
teachers  have  been  licensed,  and^I  am  gratified  to  be  able 
to  state  that  some  of  them  have  made  further  advances  dur- 
ing the  last  year,  and  are  in  a  higher  state  of  excellence  at 
the  present  time  than,  to  my  knowledge,  they  ever  before 
have  been. 

By  furnishing  each  district  with  a  school  register,  ar- 
ranged and  ruled  in  such  a  form  as  to  give  all  the  informa- 
tion to  the  superintendent  that  the  law  requires,  the  di£S- 
cn^ty  of  procuring  correct  reports  from  the  several  school 
districts,  which  heretofore  has  been  attended  with  much  dif- 
ficulty and  uncertainty,  has  been  obviated. 

The  inequality  of  the  funds  of  different  townships  where 
a  school  district  has  been  formed  from  parts  of  two  or  more 
adjacent  townships,  is  a  serious  inconvenience,  and  tends  to 
interrupt  and  distlract  the  harmony  of  ^ch  a  school.    Some 
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townships  raise  by  tax  but  one  dollar  per  scholar,  while 
others  raise  two,  and  others  three  dollars.  Of  course  it  fol- 
lows, that  where  a  district  is  formed  of  parts  of  two  or  more 
townships,  each  raising  by  tax  different  sums  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools,  that  that  part  of  the  district  belonging  to 
the  township  having  the  least  funds,  is  unable  to  pay  its 
equal  proportion  of  the  expense  of  the  school  for  a  whole 
year,  without  having  recourse  to  the  subscription  policy; 
and  it  is  with  much  difficulty  that  any  sum  can  be  raised  for 
the  support  of  schools,  after  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money.  • 

An  act  by  the  legislature,  authorizing  the  different  town* 
ships  to  raise  by  tax  some  definite  sum,  adequate  for  the 
purposes  of  education,  for  every  scholar  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  eighteen  years,  would  it  is  thought,  contribute 
much  to  the  cause,  and  have  a  tendency  in  a  great  measure, 
to  remove  the  objections  that  are  now  urged  against  the 
present  method  of  raising  money  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Men  of  wealth  who  are  not  directly  interested  in  the 
maintenance  of  public  schools,  generally  oppose  the  poliqr 
of  raising  money  by  tax,  or  reluctantly  give  their  support  to 
the  measure.  If  every  township  should  bcT  compelled  by 
law  to  raise  a  specific  sum,  according  to  the  number  of  child- 
ren, without  submitting  the  question  to  a  vote,  all,  it  is  be- 
lieved, would  acquiesce,  while  at  the  same  time  we  should 
have  a  permanent  and  fixed  policy  of  maintaining  public 
schools. 

D.  D.  CAMPBELL, 
Tovm  Superintendent 


PHILLIPSBUBG. 


It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  all  our  schools,  during 
the  past  year,  have  been  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  opera- 
tion. Our  public  schools  have  become  a  permanent  and  in- 
dispensable institution;  no  longer  regarded  as  an  experi- 
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ment  of  donbtful  and  questionable  expediency,  but  of  abso- 
lute necessity. 

Gradual,  but  certain,  have  been  their  advancement,  and 
most  cheerfully  hare  the  people  acquiesced  in  the  necessity 
of  contributing  to  so  noble  and  worthy  a  cause.  No  labored 
arguments  now,  as  in  former  times,  are  needed  to  convince 
the  people  of  our  township  of  the  importance  of  common 
school  education.  This  is  encouraging,  and  promises  a 
bright  future  to  those  who  are  yet  to  labor  to  sustain,  or  to 
be  benefitted  by  the  success  of  our  common  schools. 

During  the  past  year  one  of  our  school  houses  has  been 
remodelled  and  greatly  improved  in  regard  to  convenience, 
light,  and  ventilation.  Our  school  houses  are  now  all  in 
good  condition,  with  One  exception. 

The  branches  taught  are  reading,  writing,  arithmetic, 
geography,  grammar,  history,  book-keeping,  algebra,  &c. 

The  teachers  employed  at  present  have  all  been  examined 
and  licensed,  according  to  law,  and  it  is  believed  are  faithful 
and  laborious  in  the  discharge  of  their  important  duties. 
The  attendance  has  been  tolerably  good  throughout  the  year 
— the  children  seem  orderly  and  attentive  to  their  studies, 
which  fact  may  be  regarded  as  a  good  indication  that  the 
government  is  such  as  to  command  the  proper  respect  of  the 
children  for  their  teachers. 

While  there  may  be  defects  in  our  school  system,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  if  properly  carried  out  in  all  its  provisions,  it 
will  secure  to  the  people  of  our  State  all  that  its  most  devo- 
ted friends  can  reasonably  anticipate. 

J.  B.  LOVELL, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WASHINGTON. 


The  schools  appear  to  be  in  about  the  same  condition  as 
in  my  last  annual  report ;  the  only  difficulty  is  in  regard  to 
the  money  accruing  to  the  several  districts.    In  some  three 
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or  fonr  districts  they  have  more  than  i»  r^qpuxed  to  keep 
the  schools  open,  and  in  others  not  a  sufficiency.  We  re- 
ceive from  the  state  and  surplus  revenue  about  sixty  cents 
per  scholar ;  there  is  raised  by  tax  two  dollars  per  scholar, 
which  on  an  average  gives  us  about  seven  months  free  school. 
There  appears  to  be  a  growing  disinclination  on  the  part  of 
the  inhabitants  in  regard  to  raising  money  by  tax  for  school 
purposes,  owing  altogether  to  the  difficulty  in  dividing  it  in 
such  a  manner  that  all  alike  may  receive  equal  benefit.  It 
is  earnestly  to  be  desired  that  the  State  may  make  such  ap- 
propriation, or  so  arrange  or  modify  the  laws  that  free 
schools  may  be  inaugurated  throughout  the  State.  I  have 
only  to  reiterate  my  views  of  last  year  in  regard  to  the  re« 
division  of  all  surplus  or  unexpended  moneys  of  the  various 
districts,  either  every,  or  every  second  year. 

JNO.  V.  MATTBSON, 
Town  Superintendei^ 
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